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SparkPoint at Skyline College is Accepting Applications
for the Grove Scholars Program

Reminder: SparkPoint at Skyline College is currently accepting applications for the Spring 2013
Grove Scholars Program. To obtain an application, students may go to the SparkPoint website at
www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint. For more information or questions, please contact us at
grovescholar@smccd.edu or visit SparkPoint at Skyline College in Building One, Room 1222.
The deadline to apply is THURSDAY, NOVEMEBER 15, 2012 by 5 p.m
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International Education Week
The International Students Program will be celebrating the importance of International
Education Week on our campus starting next Tuesday, November 13, 2012. The schedule of
events/activities is listed below.


Tuesday, November 13th from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the Quad, “What you don’t know
about our civilization.” Celebrating countries in the Middle East.



Wednesday, November 14th from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the Multicultural Center,
“Open to a new world.” Celebrating countries in Asia



Thursday, November 15th from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., “International Thanksgiving
celebration” to celebrate all countries. Please RSVP for this event to
akintaylora@smccd.edu.



Friday, November 16th from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the Multicultural Center, “Learn
something new.” Celebrating countries in Latin America.
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A Talk by Peninah Ndombi on Nutrition, Culture
& Politics: An African Perspective
Thursday, November 15, 2012
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Room 4301
Join Ms. Ndombi for a reception immediately following the talk

Peninah Ndombi will discuss her life and work in
Africa. A native of Kenya, Ms. Ndombi travelled
extensively throughout Africa during her 32 years as
a nutritionist and product manager for the Nestle
Company. She was the Scientific and External
Affairs Manager for the Equatorial African Region,
an area encompassing 20 countries, and the Nutrition
Business Manager for the Eastern African
Region. Her work focused on addressing global
health and nutrition issues in vulnerable groups,
particularly women and children, and HIV/AIDS
populations.
Ms. Ndombi’s professional work and community
involvement provided her the opportunity to meet
with Heads of State, First Ladies, corporate
executives, and Nobel Peace Prize recipients Mother Teresa and Wangari Maathai.
Student participation certificates will be available
For more information, please contact Barbara Daley, x4306
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Fourth Annual Performing Arts Showcase
Come join the many creative student groups at Skyline College for our Fourth Annual
Performing Arts Showcase. This year, our theme is dreams. Follow our dreamer through a land
of fall seasons and celebrations with performances by the Skyline College Jazz Band, Skyline
College Concert Choir, Skyline College Jazz Quintet, Dance Production and Choreography
Workshop Ensembles, Spoken Word and Guitar Ensembles.
Buy tickets in advance for half price!

Saturday, November 17, 2012 - 7:30pm
Skyline College Main Theater, Building 1
Seating begins at 7:00pm
$5.00 for advance tickets
Online Tickets*: www.SkylineCollege.edu/bookstore/PAS
$10.00 at the door
* Online Ticket Sales end on Tuesday, November 13.

Article by Amber Steele

5

Fall 2012 Lecture Series
Featuring Natasha Trethewey, U.S. Poet Laureate
The Call to Consciousness Lecture Series featuring Natasha Trethewey will take place Friday,
November 30, 2012 at 1:30 p.m. in Building 6, Room 6202. Ms. Tretheway is a United States
Poet Laureate, Consultant of Poetry and a Charles Howard Candler Professor of English and
Creative Writing at Emory University.
The lecture is open to staff, faculty, students and the wider community. Faculty, if it meets
your course objectives, please plan to attend the lecture with your students during class
time, or offer extra credit to encourage attendance that students do not miss this amazing
lecture.
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English Language Institute Hosts Another Successful
ESL Registration Day
By now, the ELI’s ESL Registration Days have become quite a tradition to which we look
forward with great anticipation! This semester’s event was held on November 3, 2012, and it
drew forty participants from the community, all seeking to better their English for academic and
vocational purposes. Twenty ESL student volunteers helped these new people apply, take the
placement test, get an orientation, and talk to representatives from financial aid and SparkPoint at
Skyline College to learn about services. Here are some photos of the fun:

ESOL students Moe Thuzar, Allan Gao, and Anna Lu help newcomers fill out forms.

Thanks to the SparkPoint’s support and the excellent cooperation with Rick Wallace and Dr.
John Mosby, the day was well-staffed. Garry Nicol and Leigh Anne Shaw of ESOL directed the
day’s events, Jessica Lopez and Kenny Gonzalez advised and oriented students, Andy Davis,
Goldie Lee and placement center staff took care of testing, and Minerva Velasquez and Adriana
Armas helped out with generating G-numbers for the new students. Martina Center and Kristina
Brower took care of the kids at the Child Development Center so that their parents could
participate in the day, and Dave Jorgenson was on hand to ensure the computers operated
smoothly. Amber Wolak coordinated the entire day and her hard work was evident in the
seamless sequencing of events. Kenny Gonzalez is now meeting with all of these students in oneon-one appointments to help them start their educational journey at Skyline College.

Participants filled out forms in the Writing and Reading Lab and took placement tests in the Language Lab.

The ELI wishes to thank Nohel Corral and the Learning Center staff for the use of the Learning
Center, which is the perfect first stop for any new Skyline College student. Thanks also go to
dean Mary Gutiérrez, Dr. Sarah Perkins, and Cherie Napier for their support of the ELI’s
recruitment efforts. The next ESL Registration Day will be held in Spring of 2013.
Article by Leigh Anne Shaw. Photos by Claudia Paz
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An Event Hosted by the Students and Parents Association
For Children’s Enrichment (S.P.A.C.E.)

On October 19, 2012 the Students and Parents Association for Children’s Enrichment hosted a
pumpkin patch field trip for the children, their families and staff at Skyline College Early
Learning and Child Development Center. S.P.A.C.E. sponsors 1-2 events for the Child
Development Center and would like to sponsor more in the future.
The children attending the field trip were treated to pony rides…
Petting and feeding farm animals…
A choice of pumpkin… A train or tracker ride… Blow up bouncy house… A hay maze…

And an all-around good old time!

Article and Photos by Tina Watts.
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TRiO Participates in 7th Annual Community College
Transfer Day at SFSU

On Wednesday, November 7, 2012, the TRiO program participated in the 7th annual Community
College Transfer Day, an event hosted at San Francisco State University by Project Connect;
other participating campuses included the TRiO program at Canada College, City College of San
Francisco, and San Jose City College.
The event is designed to expose community college students from around the Bay Area to
SFSU’s programs and resources as well as campus life. Throughout the day, students have an
opportunity to network with faculty, staff, and SFSU students.

During the event, students attended a series of workshops to learn more about various resources
on campus, including Financial Aid, EOP, and the Study Abroad program. Additional
workshops covered admissions requirements to SFSU and important transfer tips! Students also
heard from a panel of recent transfer students share their personal experiences at the university
level.
The event ended with a campus tour of the university where students learned in great depth about
SFSU’s academic departments and its rich history.
The event was a great success, which helped promote the goal of transferring to a four-year
university among TRiO students!
Article by Jessica Lopez. Photos by Nohel Corral and SFSU student.
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Financial Aid celebrates National Scholarship Month

On Monday, November 5th the Financial Aid office held a “Scholarship Social” to celebrate
National Scholarship month and to inform students about scholarship opportunities. Students
received free root beer floats and were entered to win one of two $30 gift cards upon completion
of a scholarship quiz. Over 200 students participated in the informational quiz and received root
beer floats.

The two students who won $30 gas cards are Deonte Smith and Anthony Ortiz. The Financial
Aid office will continue to celebrate National Scholarship Month through workshops to be
announced soon. To schedule a class presentation on scholarships please contact the scholarship
coordinator, Crystal Shetaya, at shetayac@smccd.edu.
Article by Crystal Shetaya. Photos by Jocelyn Vila and Crystal Shetaya
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Accreditation Update
Our 2013 Institutional Self Evaluation will be based on the most current information we have. A
good example of this is the Community College Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE)
recently completed by our students. The CCSSE Survey study measures current student levels of
engagement by asking students about their college experiences. The results from the survey are
used to inform responses to the accreditation standards and for planning and improvement
efforts.
Skyline College compared well to other colleges of similar size for the Support for Learners
score, indicating that students are more likely to report they are satisfied with the level of support
given to them by the college to be successful in their education. The finding for the Support for
Learners benchmark category is the only one greater than those from the two comparison groups.
We find we need to work in strengthening other areas such as:





Students are actively involved in their education and collaborate with others to problem
solve or master content
Engagement in behavior that significantly contributes to their learning
Engagement in practices exemplifying academic challenging work
Interaction with instructors and/or advisors

Please read the CCSSE findings on the accreditation website at
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/accreditation/index.php under the Resources link. The website is
updated frequently, so please return often to keep well-informed about accreditation
developments and processes. We welcome your suggestions or comments about the
Accreditation process.
Article by Donna Bestock and Christine Roumbanis.
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Skyline College Students Honored for
Academic Achievement
With friends and family in attendance, 67 Skyline College students were inducted into Beta
Theta Omicron, Skyline College’s chapter the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, for the Fall 2012
semester. Members must have a minimum GPA of 3.5 and 12 degree-applicable units. On
November 2, the College of San Mateo chapter hosted the Induction ceremony for new members
of Phi Theta Kappa in the SMCCCD. It is the tradition of our chapters to alternate hosting the
induction. Beta Theta Omicron President Irene Yim welcomed new members and encouraged
them to promote commitment to complete college on their campuses. Beta Theta Omicron
officers and some new members are shown in the photo. Inset: Brianna Moniz signing the roster
and Star Roman (back). New members received a flower signifying new intellectual association
as their names were called.

Article and photos by Chris Case
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In Case you missed it….
Classified Council’s
See’s Candy Fundraiser

Please support the Skyline College Classified Council’s annual See’s Candy Fundraiser,
October 29 through November 14, 2012. Proceeds from this fundraiser enable the Classified
Council to award student scholarships and support other classified staff activities, including
workshops and retreats designed to energize and educate Skyline College staff.
Classified staff will take orders for See’s Candy through November 14th for delivery on
December 3rd. Cash donations will be gladly accepted, should you prefer not to purchase candy.
Please make checks out to Skyline College and write “See’s Candy” on the memo line
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Coming Up…
Friday, November 9, 2012


12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., Sojourn to the Past Informational Meeting, Skyline College,
Room 4-170



2:00 p.m., Men's Soccer - Evergreen College, Skyline College



3:00 p.m., Women's Soccer - City College San Francisco, San Francisco



6:00 p.m., Volleyball - Gavilan College, Gilroy

Monday, November 12, 2012


Veteran's Day Holiday

Tuesday, November 13, 2012


10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., International Education Week Event: “What you don’t know
about our civilization” celebrating countries in the Middle East, Skyline College Quad.

Wednesday, November 14, 2012


10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., “Open to a new world,” celebrating countries in Asia, Skyline
College Multicultural Center



9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Fall Job Fair, Building 6, Dining Hall



12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., Latin American Student Organization (LASO), Room 4240A



4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., Financial Aid – FAFSA & Fee Waiver Workshop, Building 2,
Room 2117B



6:30 p.m., Volleyball - Ohlone College, Fremont



7:00 p.m., Wrestling - Chabot, Chabot

Thursday, November 15, 2012


11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., NUTRITION, CULTURE & POLITICS: AN AFRICAN
PERSPECTIVE, Building 4. Room 4301



2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Financial Aid – FAFSA & Fee Waiver Workshop, Building 2,
Room 2117B



2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., “International Thanksgiving celebration.” Please RSVP for this
event to akintaylora@smccd.edu.
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Friday, November 16, 2012


Last Day to WITHDRAW from Semester Length Course



10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., “Learn something new,” celebrating countries in Latin America,
Skyline College Multicultural Center.

Saturday, November 17, 2012


9:00 a.m., Wrestling - Conference Tournament, Hayward

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please view our
calendar at the following link:
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/events/index.php
If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit the
event, date, time and location to Cherie M. Napier via email at napierc@smccd.edu.
For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please view our
calendar at the following link:
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/events/index.php
If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit the
event, date, time and location to Cherie M. Napier via email at napierc@smccd.edu.
For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please view our
calendar at the following link:
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/events/index.php
If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit the
event, date, time and location to Cherie M. Napier via email at napierc@smccd.edu
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Guidelines for Skyline Shines Submissions
Many of you submit material to be included in Skyline Shines. Thanks so much for
taking to time to help me keep the college informed. Here are a few guidelines that
will facilitate the publication of Skyline Shines each week:

Send submission to skylineshines@smccd.edu













Submit your article by 3:00 p.m. on Thursdays; articles received after this
time will appear in the following week’s issue
Place your submission in a Word document with your pictures pasted in the
document.
Use medium sized pictures that are equal to 1/4 or 1/2 of a page.
Use Times New Roman 12pt. font that is justified to the left for the body of the
article.
Don’t forget to add a headline/title using 18 pt. bold font that is justified to the
center
Use the following commonly accepted abbreviations: a.m. or p.m. (i.e. “The
event will be held from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.” “The workshop is scheduled to
run from 9:30 a.m. – Noon.”
Spell out numbers of one or two words. Use figures for numbers that require
more than two words to spell out. (i.e., “Almost eight years ago I began taking
ceramics courses.” And “I counted 176 records on the shelf.”).
If a sentence begins with a number, spell out the number or rewrite the
sentence.
Use the month, day, a comma and the year to indicate the date (i.e., “March 4,
2011” not “March 4th, 2011 or March 2nd, 2011”).
Add the word College when you refer to the name Skyline (i.e., Skyline
College instead of Skyline).

Do you have a suggestion?
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box
below http://skylinecollege.edu/publicinformationoffice/feedback.php

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:
· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:
http://www.cccco.edu/
· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/
· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/
Skyline Shines is archived at
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/presidentsoffice/skylineshines.php
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