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Student Success at Skyline College 

 



 
 

     This year we will be awarding more than 800 Degrees to proud graduates – they are as young 

as 17 and old as 68.  Six of the graduates are veterans who have served our country.  Latino 

students lead this class in the number of degrees earned followed by Filipino students, then 

Asian students, then White students to collectively account for more than 50% of the degrees 

awarded. .  The leading majors in the degrees awarded this year are the Associate of Arts in 

Interdisciplinary Studies in Letters and Science and  the Associate of Science in Allied Health 

Science 

 

     We also have family members, employees and relatives of employees graduating.   

 

Related Family Members    

Katherine Catahan Kimberly Catahan       (Sisters)   

Thand Ma Julia Kyaw                   (Sisters)   

Yatit Marroquin Hana Kriehelie              (Sisters)   

Kiausha David Elana Butter                  (Cousins)   

Dina Rantisi Kristina Khoury            (Cousins)   

Ashely Lotti Ben Blanchard              (Cousins)   

Munir Ismael  Aziz Esmail                     (Cousins)   

Myein Thwe Cho Cho Dung              (Cousins)   

Berta Portillo Xiomara Reyes             (Cousins)   

Abhinesh Harayan  Justin Haryan                (Uncle and   



Nephew) 

 

  

Full Time Employee   

Jorge Murillo  Admissions and Records    

Qing Liu Custodian   

    

Related to Employee   

Pcyeta Jackson Dr. Tony Jackson       (Father) 
Joyti Mushra Kamala Bucceri          (Aunt) 
Bidya Subedi Janet Weber               (Step Mother)   

Madeline Stark Imelda Hermosillo     (Aunt)   

    

 

     And we have one graduate receiving a pedagogically unique degree in that it was earned 

100% online including the PE requirement – Andrea Caesar.   

 

 

     Please join me in congratulating the students on their 

graduation and the faculty and staff for their successful service 

to the community.  The staff are doing a tremendous job, 

under the leadership of Amory Cariadus, in preparing for a 

wonderful ceremony tonight featuring the graduates and Mr. 

Lloyd LaCuesta.   

 

 

Hope to see you there in all of the pomp and circumstance.  

 Then --- Happy Summer Break! 

 

Skyline College Awarded a Two-Year Grant to Fund  

Benefits Access for College Completion by  

The Center for Law and Social Policy  
 

Skyline College hosted a successful site visit in November 2011 by the Center for Law and 

Social Policy, (CLASP) in Washington, D.C. the American Association of Community Colleges, 

(AACC) and the Ford Foundation. As a result, Skyline College was selected as one of six 

colleges across the nation to receive a planning grant in preparation for applying for funding 

under the initiative Benefits Access for College (BACC). The five month planning period which 

ended in April 2012, included a national convening, technical assistance, weekly phone 

conference participation and collaboration with related organizations culminating in a proposal 

for funding. As a result of that proposal, CLASP has awarded Skyline College a two year grant 

http://www.clasp.org/
http://www.clasp.org/
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.fordfoundation.org/


to conduct the Benefits Access for College Completion demonstration project, which targets 

increased student utilization of public benefits. While the community colleges have long 

facilitated financial aid for students, BACC explores that capacity of community colleges to 

connect students to additional resources such as public benefits in order to increase the 

likelihood of college completion. BACC is funded through a collaboration of major funders 

including:  the Ford Foundation, the Lumina Foundation, and the Open Society Foundations, 

with contributions from the Annie E. Casey Foundation. This project will be managed through 

SparkPoint at Skyline College under the leadership of the Vice President of Student Services, 

Dr. Joi Lin Blake.  

 

For more information about this exciting project or SparkPoint at Skyline College, contact Dr. 

William Watson at william.watson@smccd.edu | 650-738-7035 | 

www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint. 

Congratulations Spring 2012 Grove Scholars! 

 

SparkPoint at Skyline College is proud to announce another successful semester of the Grove 

Scholars Program.  Grove Scholars Program is a need-based scholarship program designed to 

assist students studying Career and Technical Education programs at Skyline College. This 

program is funded by the Grove Foundation, which is the family foundation of Andy Grove, co-

founder of Intel Corporation. Including new scholarships awarded for Fall 2012, eighty-seven 

scholarships worth up to $2,000 each have been awarded to Skyline College students. The 

SparkPoint Center would like to recognize and congratulate the following Spring 2012 Grove 

Scholars for successfully completing the program this semester: 

Azhar Abuzahriyeh 

Jacqueline Arai 

Benjamin Basto 

Anthony Brown 

Robert Crespo 

Vivian Dao 

Viktoriya Golovach 

Audrey Ingalls 

Saba Nazir 

Lester Paguio 

Michelle Perez 

Michelle Routson 

Luis Rubalcaba 

Ruth Taillon 

Samantha Velez 

Helen Woldemicael 

The Grove Scholars participate in a series of financial education workshops, attend individual 

financial coaching sessions, complete a resume and cover letter, conduct informational 

interviews with industry professionals, establish an Individual Development Account and 

maintain good academic standing while in the program.  Their strong effort and focus has led 

them to this great achievement. Once again, congratulations to the Spring 2012 Grove Scholars 

mailto:william.watson@smccd.edu
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint


on a job well-done!  

 

For more information about the Grove Scholars Program, please contact Patty Kwok, in the 

SparkPoint Center (Building 1, 2nd Floor, on the Skyline College Campus) at 650-738-

7045, grovescholar@smccd.edu.   

 

Additional information is available on the SparkPoint website: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/programs/GroveScholarsProgram.php  
 

EOP&S, CARE and CalWORKs Celebration 

 
On Thurday, May 3, 2012 EOP&S, CARE and CalWORKs hosted a Year End Celebration.  

Over 65 students and their families were recognized for successfully completing another 

semester as they take their dreams higher.  Special recognition was given to the 37 Graduates, 21 

Transfer students and 36 Scholarship recipients.  Dr. Joi Blake, Vice President of Student 

Services, ecouraged our students with a  quote from Cadett Maxim,   "Risk more than others 

think is safe. Care more than others think is wise. Dream more than others think is practical. 

Expect more than others think is possible.” 

mailto:grovescholar@smccd.edu
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/programs/GroveScholarsProgram.php


 

Administration of Justice Club   

    Holds Car Wash Fundraiser 

 
The Skyline College Administration of Justice Club held its first car wash fundraiser on Friday, 

May 4, 2012 at St. Bruno’s Catholic Church, in San Bruno.  Club members had a great time as 

they spent a warm and sunny afternoon washing cars, listening to music, and meeting new 

people. 

 

“We are getting more business than we anticipated for our first car wash”, commented AJ Club 

President Luis Rubalcaba.  “I didn’t think we’d get this much business our first time out.”  At a 

price of only $5.00, it certainly was a great deal that many motorists just couldn’t resist.  SUVs 

and small trucks paid only $7.00. 

 
Left to Right: Yajaira Pasillas and Andrea Machado; Carlos Portillo (kneeling), Steve Aurilio, Luis Rubalcaba, Will 



Davenport, Brandon Smith; Abdul Mohammed, Ashleigh Cheley, and Club President Luis Rubalcaba 
 

The Club washed a limousine, and --- can you believe this? --- a SCHOOL BUS!  While we had 

to charge a few more bucks for the bus, it still was a good deal, nonetheless.  It just goes to show 

that we truly are an “open access” car wash!  Come one, come all!  No job too big or too small! 

 

Participating AJ Club members were: Luis Rubalcaba, Brandon Smith, Ashleigh Cheley, Yajaira 

Pasillas, Andrea Machado, Mireya Salazar, Carlos Portillo, Will Davenport, Abdul Mohammed, 

Aziz Esmail, Brittany Raymos, along with AJ Club Advisor Steve Aurilio and Elizabeth Angulo.  

 

The next AJ Club fundraiser car wash is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, June 2, 2012 from 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., again to be held at St. Bruno’s Catholic Church.  You needn’t be an AJ 

Club member to help out, so if you’d like to join us we hope to see you there! 

 
By Steve Aurilio, AJ Club Advisor 

FYE End of the Year Celebration 

 
The First Year Experience (FYE) program celebrated the end of its second year at Skyline 

College on Tuesday, May 15, 2012. Speakers included first FYE coordinator Michael Hoffman 

and student speaker, Victor Moran, who is a transfer ambassador in the Transfer Center. The 

program’s new peer mentors were announced and students from past and present cohorts were 

able to connect and discuss each other’s first years in college.  



 
A big thank you to those who came to support including ASSC President Elect Jose Luis 

Sanchez, FYE instructors Imelda Hermosillo, Cherakah Cunningham, Jarrod Feiner, & Nate 

Nevado, and Vice President Mike Williamson along with Dr. Regina Stanback-Stroud, President 

of Skyline College and others.  

 

The Fall 2012 semester of the FYE program links Counseling 100, English 846 and Math 100 

and the program is currently recruiting for the upcoming semester. We are looking forward to a 



great year! 

Hermanas y Hermanos End of the Year Celebration 

 
On Thursday, May 17, 2012 over 100 Hermanos/as students, family members, community 

members, mentors and friends attended the Hermanos and Hermanas End of the Year 

Celebration to celebrate the tremendous achievements of the Hermanos/as students and the 

commencement of their higher education. This memorable event included a keynote speech by 

Pablo Gonzalez, a speech by Hermano Alumni, Jorge Murillo, a speech by the President, Dr. 

Regina Stanback Stroud to the Hermanas/os students and their families, and awards for the 

students.  These awards recognized High School Hermanos and Hermanas, and Current Skyline 

College Hermanos/as. Additional recognitions included our own Jorge Murillo receiving the 

Community Leadership Award as well as Shining Star Awards given to Raul Contreras, Jose 

Cornejo, Dionicio Garcia, Edwin Morales, Jorge Murillo, and Rigoberto Rodriguez. The event 

was coordinated by Aricka Bueno, Hermanas and Hermanos Counselor and Instructor.   



 
The Hermanos and Hermanas Programs provide academic instruction, mentoring, and family 

support for Latino/students with the goal of preparing students to transition out of high school 

and into college with confidence along with academic and personal skills needed to succeed.  

The event was a true collaboration between the students and their families, the community and 

Skyline College. The strong presence of the students’ family members was indicative of the 

interest that Latino/a parents have in their children’s education and the importance of family to 

the success of Latino/a students. A special thanks to all of the Hermanas/os students for all of 

their hard work throughout the year! Most of the high school students will be joining us here in 

the fall as Skyline College students! Congratulations to all of the graduating Hermanos and 

Hermanas! 



 

First Graduating Class of FYE-LEAP 



 
The first graduating class of Latinos Excelling in Academics Program (FYE-LEAP) celebrated 

the completion of the program on Friday, May 18, 2012 at Skyline College. Twenty one students 

received certificates of achievements and were recognized by the community of Faculty Soodi 

Zamani, Cecilia Gutierrez and Virginia Padron for their academic skills and leadership abilities. 



 
A special appearance by Nicole Fernandez, Senior Field Representative, for the office of 

Assembly member Jerry Hill presented FYE-LEAP students with official California State 

Assembly Certificates of Recognition.  

 

Congratulations to the FYE-LEAP Students.  Together We Achieve!  

Skyline College End of the Year Celebration! 

 
The End of the Year Celebration themed Pass the Torch was held on Wednesday, May 23, 2012 

at noon in the Gallery Theater.  The event kicked off with Ray Hernandez “pinch hitting” for 

Mike Williamson who was unable to attend.  Retirees were recognized and exceptional staff 

members were acknowledged with awards.  Beautiful baskets were donated by each department.  



Attendees enjoyed everything from great food and tearful speeches to magic tricks. 

 
Thank you to all those that attended the celebration and purchased scholarship tickets.  A total of 

more than $800 was generated for the staff/faculty scholarship fund! 

 
The celebration would not have been possible without the hard work and creativity of the 

committee including: Mike Williamson, Fermin Irigoyen, Sue Lorenzo, Kathy Fitzpatrick, Pat 

Tyler, Maggie Baez and Sherrie Prasad.  Thank you Ray Hernandez, Pat Carter, the Academic 

Senate and the Classified Council for your contributed to the event. 

 

Here’s to Passing the Torch!   



 

Strong Results from the Green Transportation 

Collaborative 

 
The Green Transportation Collaborative, funded by the $3 million California Workforce 

Agency’s Green Innovation Challenge (GIC) grant is coming to a close in June and the 

Collaborative met on Thursday, May 24, 2012 for an all partner meeting and celebration.  

Partners from Long Beach City College, Contra Costa College, the Career Ladders Project, 

Perfect Sky and the San Mateo County Workforce Investment Board joined Skyline College 

faculty, staff and administrators to discuss best practices and strategies for future collaboration.  

 
This semester marked the last Automotive Career Advancement Academy and Basic Hybrid 

Powertrains cohorts offered by the GIC grant.  In the past three semesters, the Collaborative 

trained 406 students in the Automotive Career Advancement Academy (CAA) and Advanced 

Hybrid Technology, far exceeding the 300 participant goal. The Collaborative also created a 

detailed instructor’s manual for the advanced hybrid curriculum, articulated stackable credentials 

for the automotive department, and hosted two industry roundtable events critical to advancing 

the emerging hybrid-electric vehicle sector. 



 
Weaving together economic and workforce development, the Collaborative was able to 

successful bring underserved students in the automotive field, and educate a new crop of 

independent repair shop owners and employees in advanced hybrid technology – allowing them 

to be competitive in an expanding market.   

 

Special recognition goes to the whole Green Innovation Challenge team including Julia Johnson, 

Lorraine DeMello, Allison Mello, Kalon Behravesh, Soledad McCarthy, Don Carlson, Rick 

Escalambre, David Hasson, Jarrod Feiner, William Watson, Barbara Lamson and Anjana 

Richards. Thank you to President Regina Stanback Stroud and Vice President Mike Williamson 

for their leadership, vision, and support. 

 

Thanks to Anjana Richards for her contribution to this article. 

SparkPoint at Skyline College Receives the 

California Community Colleges Board of Governors  

John W. Rice Diversity and Equity Award 
 

The California Community Colleges Board of Governors has selected SparkPoint at Skyline 

College to receive the Dr. John W. Rice Diversity and Equity Award. Established in 2001 to 

honor a community college staff member, district, college, or program that has significantly 

contributed to faculty and staff diversity or student equity, this award is named in honor of 

former Board of Governors’ member Dr. John W. Rice. Dr. Rice served on the Board from 

1992-2000 and was a leader, innovator, and spokesperson for equal employment opportunity and 

nondiscrimination in the California Community Colleges. This award is named in his behalf as a 

testament to his strong commitment to faculty and staff diversity, student equity, and his strong 

support for a multicultural learning experience for all students.  

 

According to the Board of Governors, “As our system continues to grow, it is important to 

understand diversity as an issue of representation and process. Demographically, we are serving 

the most diverse student population in the history of California’s community colleges. Learning 

to facilitate the needs of our emerging student body through staff training and professional 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/


development increases the probability that our students will be successful. With this commitment 

and the tireless efforts of our administrators, faculty, staff, and students, we can make progress 

on the vision that Dr. John W. Rice saw for the California Community Colleges.” The Board of 

Governors hosts an awards ceremony in Sacramento to present the award. Up to ten guests will 

attend the ceremony which will take place on Tuesday, July 10, 2012 in Sacramento at the 

Sterling Hotel Ballroom from 8:30 am to @11:00 am.  

 

SparkPoint at Skyline College, part of the United Way of the Bay Area Regional SparkPoint 

Initiative, offers services and resources to students and the community that lead to financial 

stability. SparkPoint features individualized financial coaching to support attainment of 

educational and career goals. Integrated within both instruction and student services, SparkPoint 

is housed within the Student Services division at Skyline College under the leadership of the 

Vice President of Student Services, Dr. Joi Lin Blake.  

 

For more information about the history of SparkPoint at Skyline College please click here for a 

statement from Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline College: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/about/PresidentsMessage.php  

 

For more information about SparkPoint at Skyline College, please visit the SparkPoint at Skyline 

College website: http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/ or contact Dr. William Watson, 

Director, at either william.watson@smccd.edu or 650-738-7035.  

 

Skyline College Students Produce Online Oral Histories  

About Filipino Immigration 
 

Students in Skyline College’s Digital Oral Research Project course (LSCI 110) have produced 

almost 50 online audio and video oral history projects this semester dealing with issues of 

Filipino-American immigration. These multimedia histories are now available for listening and 

viewing on the course website at: http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/brenner/lsci110/, which also 

includes an archive of the now well-over 200 oral history projects produced by students in the 

class since 2004.   

 

The class is taught by Eric Brenner, in coordination with Liza Erpelo’s Kababayan ENGL 100 

classes and some of the issues discussed by the Filipino immigrants interviewed for the projects 

include: motivations for leaving the Philippines, varying expectations of life in the U.S., work 

experiences, differences between the Philippines and the U.S., contrasts between Filipino 

immigrants and American-born Filipinos, homesickness, being Filipino in America, race, 

sexuality and colonial history. 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/about/PresidentsMessage.php
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/
mailto:william.watson@smccd.edu
http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/brenner/lsci110/
http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/brenner/lsci110/


 

In Case You Missed it…. 

 

PenTV Highlights Financial Coaching Services 

and SparkPoint at Skyline College 

 
Skyline College Counselor, Melanie Espinueva, was a featured guest on “One on One”, a local 

TV program that highlights some of the current events around San Mateo County.  The program 

http://www.vimeo.com/42026114


features a 10-minute interviews conducted by former Redwood City Mayor, Dani Gasparini, 

focusing on the financial coaching services available to community members through SparkPoint 

at Skyline College.  Viewers will gain a better understanding of the financial education services 

offered by SparkPoint at Skyline College open to students as well as the greater San Mateo 

County community.  

 

PenTV, an Emmy-Award winning non-profit programming resource and community information 

channel, broadcasts to over 190,000 households.  It cultivates civic engagement and community 

news coverage on the San Francisco Peninsula and the Bay region, stimulates conversations 

between people and policy makers and fosters a better understanding of the greater San Mateo 

County. 

 
The “One on One” episode, which can be seen on local cable TV channel 26, began airing 

Thursday, May 17, 2012, and will continue to air for a period of one month.   Special thanks to 

Richard Villareal, Financial Education Specialist at San Mateo Credit Union, for recommending 

SparkPoint at Skyline College to be highlighted on the program.   

 

To view the video click here  vimeo.com/42026114. 
 

Article by Melanie Espinueva 

Facilities Changes Coming Up! 

            Over the summer there will be a few facilities changes in order to better accommodate 

staff and students in the DSP&S program.  Currently the program is housed on the third floor of 

building 2.  It has been a long-time goal of the college to make the program more accessible by 

housing it on a ground level floor.  The pending arrival of the new coordinator has prompted us 

to move this goal to a priority need.  As a result, we will be working with several offices to make 

sure all of the programs and services have the appropriate facilities to serve the students and 

communities.   

            The DSP&S Offices will move to the first floor of Building 5.  Many thanks to the CITD 

staff for being willing to move to the third floor of Building 1 in order to accommodate this 

move.  Many thanks to the faculty and staff in the Distance Ed and Workforce Development 

Center for being willing to share the space.  When all has been completed, you will be able to 

locate the following programs in the listed spaces.   

 Building 5:  The former CITD Director’s Office, staff, space, workroom, Conference 

Room and Classrooms 5132A and 5132B will be converted to DSPS offices, the High 

Tech Assistive Technology Center, and DSPS testing Center.   

 Building 1:  CITD, including the Director, Program Services Coordinator, Office 

Assistant, and Intern will move to offices in the former President’s Suite.   

 Building 2:  The Veteran’s Resource Center will be moved to the space vacated by 

DSP&S to accommodate the request for more room and services in the Vet Center.  The 

offices vacated by DSPS staff will be converted to regular faculty offices.  The office 

vacated by the Workability staff will be converted to a storage room and the room 

http://www.vimeo.com/42026114
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/
https://vimeo.com/42026114


vacated by the High Tech Lab will be converted to a general lecture classroom.   

            Thanks go to the faculty and staff for working with us to help make this possible.  If the 

spaces are not ideal, I hope we can take comfort in knowing that in the next wave of Capital 

Improvement Projects, we will have the opportunity to design and construct more ideal spaces.  

Anjana Richards, Richard Soyombo, the Instructional Deans, Dr. Joi Blake, and Mike 

Williamson are to be commended for being team players and helping to make the best of the 

situation.   

            Many thanks go to Jose Nuñez, Vice Chancellor of Facilities, Maintenance and 

Operations and Sarah Supple, Project Manager for supporting our goals to make DSP&S more 

accessible and the Vet Center more resourceful.   

Coming Up…   
 

May 25, 2012 

 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Commencement, Building 3, Gym 

 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  
 

June 8, 2012 

 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., Native American Heritage Night with SF Giants at 

AT&T Park, 24 Willie Mays Plaza, SF; pre-game festivities start at 6:00 p.m. 

and game beings at 7:00 p.m.; ticket is $35 per person, to reserve and pay for 

your tickets, please email Rebecca Belloso at skylinesacnas@gmail.com 

 

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please view our 

calendar at the following link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html 

 

If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit the 

event, date, time and location to Cherie Napier via email at napierc@smccd.edu.   

Guidelines  for Skyline Shines Submissions 

Many of you submit material to be included in Skyline Shines.  Thanks so much for 

taking to time to help me keep the college informed.  Here are a few guidelines that 

will facilitate the publication of Skyline Shines each week:   

Send submission to skylineshines@smccd.edu 

  

 Submit your article by 3:00 p.m. on Thursdays; articles received after this 

time will appear in the following week’s issue  

 Place your submission in a Word document with your pictures pasted in the 

document.   

 Use medium sized pictures that are equal to ¼ or ½ of a page.  

mailto:skylinesacnas@gmail.com
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html
mailto:napierc@smccd.edu
mailto:skylineshines@smccd.edu


 Use Times New Roman 12pt. font that is justified to the left for the body of the 

article.   

 Don’t forget to add a headline/title using 18 pt. bold font that is justified to the 

center  

 Use the following commonly accepted abbreviations:  a.m. or p.m. (i.e.  “The event 

will be held from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.” “The workshop is scheduled to run from 

9:30 a.m. – Noon.”  

 Spell out numbers of one or two words.  Use figures for numbers that require more 

than two words to spell out. (i.e., “Almost eight years ago I began taking ceramics 

courses.” And “I counted 176 records on the shelf.”).  

 If a sentence begins with a number, spell out the number or rewrite the sentence.  

 Use the month, day, a comma and the year to indicate the date (i.e., “March 4, 

2011” not “March 4th, 2011 or March 2nd, 2011”).  

 Add the word College when you refer to the name Skyline (i.e.,  Skyline College 

instead of Skyline).    
 Do you have a suggestion?  
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the 

box below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  

  
  
  

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  
· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  
· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  
· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

 Skyline Shines is archived at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
  

 Unsubscribe 

If you are receiving this newsletter and would like to discontinue receiving it, please notify us at 

skylineshines@smccd.edu and we will remove you from the distribution list.  
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