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                                                 You are Invited… 

COMPLETION AND STUDENT SUCCESS FORUM 
March 14, 2012 – 2:10 PM – 4:00 PM – Room 4170 

 

 
You are invited to the first Skyline College Forum on Completion and Student Success.  It will be held on 

Wednesday, March 14
th
 at 2:10pm to 4:00pm in Room 4170.  Dr. Rob Johnstone, Dean of Planning, 

Research and Institutional Effectiveness, will facilitate the forum. 

 

In his role as the Senior Research Fellow at The RP Group, Rob Johnstone has been working both at a 

leadership level and in the trenches of the national Completion by Design and Aspen Prize projects in the 

2011-12 year.  Rob will share a number of the resources from those projects that can help serve as 

departure points for Skyline College’s inquiry into these issues.  Please join us for a lively and interactive 

discussion that we know will serve as a springboard to action in the coming months and years. 

 

We believe this work is a moral imperative for Skyline College and other community colleges. We get to 

think differently about student success and completion, and how we can adjust our already strong 

foundation to fundamentally improve the lives of increasingly more of our students.  Skyline College has 

strong history of student success and completion, relative to peer colleges in the area.  Accounting for Fall 

term unique headcount, Skyline College was most recently 2
nd

 in the Bay 25 community colleges in the 

number of certificates awarded and 6th in the Bay 25 for the number of degrees awarded. Skyline College 

was also recognized through a Chancellor’s Office study as one of seven community colleges statewide 



with “consistently higher than expected transfer rates”, which led to a case study on Skyline College’s 

practices being written up by The RP Group in 2007 (see http://www.rpgroup.org/css/TVP.html). 

 

However, we also recognize that we have significant opportunity to create structures that maximize the 

chances for success for our students.  As a backdrop, Skyline College awards roughly 500 degrees and 

600 certificates per year, for a college that served over 17,000 unique students in 2010-11.  While not all 

of our students are trying to get certificates and degrees, we believe there are many more that would 

benefit from receiving a degree or certificate. 

 

There also exists a growing body of research statewide and nationally that is accompanying a push to 

community college completion that goes all the way to the White House; President Obama has made that 

he looks to the community colleges as a critical lever to improving the economic futures of millions of 

Americans nationwide.  With this increased focus on the role of community colleges, there also comes an 

increased scrutiny into the rates of completion for community colleges.  Major national initiatives such as 

Completion by Design, The Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence, and Achieving the Dream 

are looking to move the needle forward on completion in the community colleges.  We can learn much 

from these projects, but in the end, Skyline College’s ability to improve our own completion rates will 

rest on our ability to make the principles and frameworks that are being developed nationally “live and 

breathe” on our own campus.  We will need to consider how to do things differently – and we will be 

doing so in a time of extreme resource constraint.  But there is much to be optimistic about, and much to 

learn from the national movement. 

 

Thank you to Rob Johnstone for his contribution to this article.  Photos taken by Christianne 

Marra. 

 

http://www.rpgroup.org/css/TVP.html


 

Save The Date – Skyline College President’s Breakfast 

 

 
 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 
President, Skyline College 

 

Cordially invites you to join the 

Skyline College President’s Council 
for the 

 

12
th

 Annual President’s Breakfast 
Thursday, March 15, 2012 

7:00 a.m.  Networking Opportunity 

7:30-8:30 a.m.  Complimentary Breakfast 

 

South San Francisco Conference Center 

255 South Airport Boulevard ● South San Francisco, California  94080 

 

Special thanks to Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

for hosting the complimentary breakfast 

 

Please RSVP to (650) 738-4325 by March 5, 2012 

or register online at  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5e8sdedab&oeidk=a07e5hgz7ko992de00d
 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5e8sdedab&oeidk=a07e5hgz7ko992de00d


 

Black Family Spring Semester Welcome 

 

 
 

On February 8, 2012, new and returning Black students participated in a welcome to Skyline 

College event sponsored by Black staff and faculty.  Students heard from faculty and staff about 

how to succeed here at Skyline College academically, culturally, and socially.  Information about 

financial aid and scholarships, assessment, counseling and transfer information was also 

discussed.  The welcome was also a venue for students to ask questions and establish 

connections and mentors with staff and faculty. 

 

College president, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, gave the welcome and in the spirit of Black 

History Month, challenged the students to be visible, powerful and connected students to the 

college and society through achieving their goals.  The event was very successful and thanks to 

all faculty and staff for their participation and time. 

 



 
 

Thanks to Dr. John Mosby and Pcyeta Jackson for their contribution to this article. Photos taken 

by Pcyeta Jackson. 

 



Skyline College Hosts Second Annual National TRiO Day 
 

On Saturday, February 25, 2012, Skyline College’s TRiO program partnered with local TRiO 

programs around the Bay Area to facilitate a student run first-generation leadership conference.  

The focus of this event was the students.  Our students were at the foundation of organizing, 

facilitating, and making the event a great success. 

 

 
(Left to Right: Jezzielyn Gomez, Saleha Farhad, Elisandra Santos, President Regina Stanback Stroud) 

 

Over 135 people participated in this year’s event.  In attendance were students from Skyline 

College, Cañada College, Berkeley City College, South San Francisco High School, Jefferson 

High School, Stanford University, San Francisco State University, UC Davis, and Holy Names 

University. 

 

 
 

Conference highlights included the history of TRiO, student testimonials, encouraging words by 

President Stroud, a financial aid and a money management presentation by Jocelyn Vila, 



Financial Aid, and Melanie Espinueva, Sparkpoint at Skyline College, an alumni transfer panel, 

fun activities facilitated by Jessica Lopez and Suzanne Collins, TRiO Counselors, and a final 

Keynote speech from Pablo Gonzalez. 

 

 
(Left to Right: Jessica Lopez, Pablo Gonzalez, Suzanne Collins) 

 

Students also had the opportunity to connect with colleges and universities such as UC Berkeley, 

San Francisco State University, and California State University, East Bay at this event.  Financial 

Aid and the Sparkpoint Center also had tables and information present as they assisted students 

with financial information and community resources. 

 

 
 

In the words of students themselves: 



 

“It was very motivational for me to be around such positive people that told me I could do 

anything I put my mind to.” 

 

“I feel very lucky and fortunate to be part of the TRiO family.” 

 

“The most valuable aspect was how others overcame obstacles and graduated.”  

 

 
 

This event was made possible by a special group of dedicated people.  A special thank you goes 

to the National TRiO Day Task Force, which included students, staff and faculty from Skyline 

College and Cañada College, the Learning Center, Media Services, and TRiO staff, Sparkpoint 

Center, Financial Aid Office, Transfer Center, the Skyline College Bookstore, and Pablo 

Gonzalez.  We’d also like to also thank our administration for being such strong supporters of 

programs such as TRiO, Connie Beringer, Dean of Language Arts and Learning Resources, VP 

of Instruction, Mike Williamson, VP of Student Services, Joi Blake, and our President, Dr. 

Regina Stanback Stroud.  This event was funded in part by the Chancellor’s Office, California 

Community Colleges. 

 

Thank you to Nohel Corral for his contribution to this article.  Photos taken by Felix Perez and 

Katie Ha. 

 



 

 

Clear The Air Film Festival on March 7
th

 to Benefit  

Skyline College Respiratory Therapy Program and Breathe 

California 

 
The students in the Respiratory Therapy Program and Breathe California are co-sponsoring the 

1
st
 Annual “Clear the Air Film Festival” to be held on Wednesday, March 7

th
 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Skyline College theatre.  This event will showcase short films promoting lung health awareness 

and advocacy submitted by high school and Respiratory Therapy students.  These films will be 

screened at the festival and prizes will be awarded in different categories. 

 

Tickets for the event can be purchased by giving a donation.  The proceeds will benefit Breathe 

California to support the great work they do in our community.  A portion of proceeds will also 

be donated to the Skyline College Respiratory Therapy Club to assist students in their 

professional education.   

 

You can support this event, Breathe California, and the Respiratory Therapy club by purchasing 

a ticket through donation.  You may acquire tickets directly through the Respiratory Therapy 

students, the Science, Math, Technology Division Office, or through online ticket purchase:  

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/205319   

 

Those who purchase a ticket for a donation of more than $20 will be entered in a drawing to win 

a Kindle Fire.  Even if you cannot attend, won’t you please support by giving a donation? 

 

On behalf of the Respiratory Therapy Club and Breathe California, we thank you for your 

support and hope you will attend this fun event. 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/205319
http://www.breathecalifornia.org/index.html


Thank you to Raymond Hernandez for his contribution to this article. 

 

 

Skyline College Art Instructor Eileen David Participates in 

Heroes & Hearts Fundraiser 

 

 
Eileen David, an instructor in the Skyline College Art Department, recently created two hearts 

for the 7
th

 Annual Heroes and Hearts 2012, a fundraiser for the San Francisco General Hospital 

Foundation (SFGH).  During the recent “Hearts in San Francisco” auction, Visa purchased one 

of David’s pieces and it is now on display in Union Square at the corner of Geary and Powell 

Streets.  Proceeds from the auction benefit SFGH and its mission to promote excellence in 

research, education and care for all at San Francisco General Hospital and Trauma Center.   

 

David’s current work of urban landscape paintings served as inspiration for the art work seen on 

the hearts she created.  Learn more about Eileen’s work and the Heroes and Hearts program at 

the following link:  http://www.sfghfoundation.net/hh/bio_david.html 

 

Thank you to Kathy Fitzpatrick for her contribution to this article. 

 

http://www.sfghfoundation.net/hh/bio_david.html


 

Earth Day Planning 

Meetings Open To All! 
 

Earth Day is approaching quickly and a 

committee led by Amber Lincoln, President 

of the Environmental Club, has been formed 

to jumpstart the planning process.  An Earth 

Day celebration at Skyline College is 

scheduled for Thursday, April 19, 2012.  

Planning meetings occur every Thursday from 

2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Building 6, Room 

6205 and are open to anyone who is interested 

in volunteering their time to make this day and the entire week a success. 

 

Two planning meetings have been held so far, and a list of tasks has been created with lots of input and 

help from students, faculty, and staff.  Amber is calling for more student help to guarantee activities held 

during this week cater to their interests as well as provide an opportunity for student leadership.  Please 

pass the word around to your student network to give them this exciting opportunity! 
 

Some events already in the planning stage include an expo with booths focused on environmental issues 

on the quad during Earth Day from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., a evening career panel for students interested 

in environmental careers, and an All-Campus Sustainability Workshop focused on energy efficiency.  

Word on the street is that the shark tank from the Marine Science Institute will be back for another 

appearance this year! 

 

For more information on Earth Day and Earth Week, please contact Amber Lincoln at 

linky9113@yahoo.com. 

 

Thanks to Lindsey Virdeh for her contribution to this article. 

 

 

Skyline College Library News 

Assign Videos For Homework With Films On Demand 
 

Following up on our recent announcement of our new library subscription to the Films On 

Demand database (provides faculty and students instant access to thousands of videos from 

sources such as PBS, BBC, CNBC, ABC News, NBC News, Films for the Humanities & 

Sciences, Scientific American and much more), we want to let faculty know that you can create a 

“Playlist” of a set of segments from one or more videos and easily create a link to that playlist or 

to full-length videos for your students to view at any time from any computer (as long as they 

have a PLS library card.)  Just click here: Films on Demand to check it out. The database can 

also be accessed at any time from the Skyline Library Databases page. For more information or 

to request a demonstration, please call the library reference desk at x4312. Below is a selection 

from the Films on Demand home page.  

mailto:linky9113@yahoo.com
http://ezproxy.plsinfo.org:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?aid=17603
http://ezproxy.plsinfo.org:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?aid=17603
http://ezproxy.plsinfo.org:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?aid=17603
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/library/dbases.html


 

 
 

Thank you to Eric Brenner for his contribution to this article. 

 



 

 

Classified Council Raises Scholarship Money 

 

 

Skyline College’s Classified Council is asking for the support of the college community with 

their See’s Candy fundraiser. In an effort to increase the dollar amount given to students as 

scholarships the Classified Council has decided to hold a second See’s Candy fundraiser.  We are 

all aware that the cost of an education, as well as books and other materials have increased.  If 

you are interested in supporting this fundraiser, please contact the classified staff in your 

immediate area.  If they are not participating in the fundraiser please contact Maggie Baez 

(baezm@smccd.edu) or Linda Allen (allen@smccd.edu) no later than March 12
th

 to place an 

order for candy. Thank you for your continuous support to Skyline College’s Student Success!  

Thank you to Maggie Baez for her contribution to this article. 

 

 

Free Tax Preparation at Skyline College 
 

The Earn It! Keep It! Save It! program at Skyline College is providing free tax preparation to 

households that earned less than $50,000 in 2011.  Taxes will be prepared every Saturday, 

beginning February 4 through March 24, 2012 (except February 18, 2012) from 12:30 p.m. to 

4:30 p.m. in Building 8, Room 8209.  Please call (650) 738-7035 to make an appointment.   

 

mailto:baezm@smccd.edu
mailto:allen@smccd.edu


 

 

 
 

Thank you to Raymond Jones for his contribution to this article. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Skyline Students Step Up! 
 

 
 

4 Grants Totaling $6100 
 

Funding student ideas to  

enhance and improve the 

Skyline College campus and community 
 

3 Grant Awards of $1200 
1 Grant Award of $2500 

 

Students Decide the Winners 

 
Participate, Collaborate, Vote, Invite, Inspire, Win! 



 

Please encourage and inspire students to start their project development today. 

 

Start project proposals by going to http://skyline.civicevolution.org/ 

Vote for and contribute to project ideas at http://skyline.civicevolution.org/ 

 

For more information, please contact Jennifer Mair at mairj@smccd.edu 

 

Thank you to Jennifer Mair for her contribution to this article. 

 

http://skyline.civicevolution.org/
http://skyline.civicevolution.org/
mailto:mairj@smccd.edu


$1,000 Available: Deadline Extended for the Faculty 

Innovative Sustainability Education Award 

 
 

Funded by the President’s Innovation Fund (PIF), there are three awards available to encourage 

faculty to integrate concepts of sustainability into their lesson plans and curriculum. Faculty who 

accomplish this in an innovative and effective way, and connect these concepts with student 

learning outcomes of their course may apply for this one-time awards program for the Spring 

2012 Semester. All faculty are encouraged to apply! Award categories are included in the 

graphic above. 

 

Examples include a project, activity, or assignment that will inspire students to consider 

sustainability in the classroom and beyond. One specific example would be the following:  

 

 A Chemistry instructor at Skyline College applies for this award. In teaching students 

about acids and bases, she decides to discuss household cleaners and how acids and bases 

in common cleaning products affect the health of local wildlife. She arranges for a guest 

speaker from the county to talk to the students, and then asks students to research and 

present on the chemistry behind the dangers of disposing of acids and bases improperly. 

Following this activity, she assigns students to find out which of their own household 

cleaning products are considered hazardous and asks them to visit a household hazardous 

waste facility to dispose of these items, and to write about their experiences, what they 

learned, and how this activity has changed their behaviors and understanding of 



chemistry. 

 

The application deadline for this award has been extended to Friday, April 27
th

.  There is still 

plenty of time for faculty to prepare a project, activity, or assignment for their students to 

complete in order to apply for this award.  A step-by-step process for applying for this award is 

included in the graphic above. 

 

Faculty support in the form of a Sustainability Faculty Learning Community (FLC) is also 

available in the form of a once-per-month gathering. For more information on the FLC and an 

application and student evaluation template for this awards program, please contact Lindsey 

Virdeh at virdehl@smccd.edu or 650-738-4445. 

 

Thanks to Lindsey Virdeh and Briana McCarthy for their contribution to this article. 

 

mailto:virdehl@smccd.edu


Coming Up…  
 

March 2, 2012 

 2:00 p.m., Baseball vs. City College of San Francisco @ Skyline 

 

March 3, 2012 

 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Free Tax Preparation, Building 8, Room 8209; please 

call 650-738-7035 to schedule an appointment; open to Skyline College 

students and the community; walk-ins based on availability (this service is 

available on Saturdays through March 31, 2012 with the exception of 

February 18, 2012) 

 

March 6, 2012 

 2:00 p.m., Baseball vs. Cabrillo College @ Skyline 

 

March 7, 2012 

 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Community Discussion on Transfer – Building 6, 

Room 6202; please RSVP to Dina Valdelomar at valdelomard@smccd.edu or 

x4237 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA and Fee Waiver Workshop - Building 2, Room 

2117B (this event repeats every Wednesday throughout the semester); for 

more information, contact the Financial Aid Office at 650-738-4236 

 7:00 p.m., Clear The Air Film Festival – benefitting the Skyline College 

Respiratory Therapy Program and Breathe California; Theater, Building 1; 

tickets available online at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/205319   

 

March 8, 2012 

 2:00 p.m., Baseball vs. Monterey Peninsula @ Monterey 

 

 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  
 

 

March 9, 2012  

 Faculty Flex Day – No Classes 

 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Flex Day Activity:  Career Advancement Academy 

Teaching and Learning Workshop, Building 6, Room 6202; for more 

information, please contact Nina Floro at floro@smccd.edu  

 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., My Virtual Self – The Do’s and Don’ts of Social Media 

featuring SF Weekly’s Anna Pulley and The Bay Citizen’s Marie McIntosh; 

Building 6, Room 6202; free admission 

 

March 10, 2012  

 9:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., WOW! Voices Now – A Morning of Readings and 

mailto:valdelomard@smccd.edu
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/205319
mailto:floro@smccd.edu


Refreshments featuring readings by Camille T. Dungy and Jean Hegland – 

Building 6, Room 6202; free admission 

 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Free Tax Preparation, Building 8, Room 8209; please 

call 650-738-7035 to schedule an appointment; open to Skyline College 

students and the community; walk-ins based on availability (this service is 

available on Saturdays through March 31, 2012 with the exception of 

February 18, 2012) 

 

March 14, 2012  

 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Spring 2012 Transfer Fair – Building 6, Dining Hall 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA and Fee Waiver Workshop - Building 2, Room 

2117B (this event repeats every Wednesday throughout the semester); for 

more information, contact the Financial Aid Office at 650-738-4236 

 

March 15, 2012 

 7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m., 12
th

 Annual President’s Breakfast – South San 

Francisco Conference Center, 255 South Airport Boulevard; please RSVP by 

March 5, 2012 at 650-738-4325 or register online at  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5e8sdedab&oeidk=a07e5hgz7k

o992de00d

 

March 17, 2012  

 8:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Conference:  Expanding Your Horizons in Math and 

Science; for more information, please contact Christine Case at 

case@smccd.edu or visit http://SkylineCollege.edu/eyh  

 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Free Tax Preparation, Building 8, Room 8209; please 

call 650-738-7035 to schedule an appointment; open to Skyline College 

students and the community; walk-ins based on availability (this service is 

available on Saturdays through March 31, 2012 with the exception of 

February 18, 2012) 

 

March 21, 2012  

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA and Fee Waiver Workshop - Building 2, Room 

2117B (this event repeats every Wednesday throughout the semester); for 

more information, contact the Financial Aid Office at 650-738-4236 

 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Career Network Night – Building 6, Dining Hall; for 

more information and to register, please contact the Career Center at 650-738-

4337 

 

March 24, 2012 

 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Free Tax Preparation, Building 8, Room 8209; please 

call 650-738-7035 to schedule an appointment; open to Skyline College 

students and the community; walk-ins based on availability (this service is 

available on Saturdays through March 31, 2012 with the exception of 

February 18, 2012) 

 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5e8sdedab&oeidk=a07e5hgz7ko992de00d
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5e8sdedab&oeidk=a07e5hgz7ko992de00d
mailto:case@smccd.edu
http://skylinecollege.edu/eyh


March 31, 2012 

 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Free Tax Preparation, Building 8, Room 8209; please 

call 650-738-7035 to schedule an appointment; open to Skyline College 

students and the community; walk-ins based on availability (this service is 

available on Saturdays through March 31, 2012 with the exception of 

February 18, 2012) 

 



 

Guidelines  for Skyline Shines Submissions 
Many of you submit material to be included in Skyline Shines.  Thanks so much for 

taking to time to help me keep the college informed.  Here are a few guidelines that 

will facilitate the publication of Skyline Shines each week:   

Send submission to skylineshines@smccd.edu 

 
 Submit your article by 3:00 p.m. on Thursdays; articles received after this 

time will appear in the following week’s issue 

 Place your submission in a Word document with your pictures pasted in the 

document.   

 Use medium sized pictures that are equal to ¼ or ½ of a page. 

 Use Times New Roman 12pt. font that is justified to the left for the body of the 

article.   

 Don’t forget to add a headline/title using 18 pt. bold font that is justified to the 

center 

 Use the following commonly accepted abbreviations:  a.m. or p.m. (i.e.  “The event 

will be held from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.” “The workshop is scheduled to run from 

9:30 a.m. – Noon.” 

 Spell out numbers of one or two words.  Use figures for numbers that require more 

than two words to spell out. (i.e., “Almost eight years ago I began taking ceramics 

courses.” And “I counted 176 records on the shelf.”). 

 If a sentence begins with a number, spell out the number or rewrite the sentence. 

 Use the month, day, a comma and the year to indicate the date (i.e., “March 4, 

2011” not “March 4th, 2011 or March 2nd, 2011”). 

 Add the word College when you refer to the name Skyline (i.e.,  Skyline College 

instead of Skyline).    
 Do you have a suggestion?  

One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box 

below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  

  

 For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  

· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  

· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  

mailto:skylineshines@smccd.edu
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html
http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.ccleague.org/


· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

 Skyline Shines is archived at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 

 Unsubscribe 

If you are receiving this newsletter and would like to discontinue receiving it, please notify us at 

skylineshines@smccd.edu and we will remove you from the distribution list.   

 

http://www.rpgroup.org/
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/
mailto:skylineshines@smccd.edu


 


