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President’s Report to the Board of Trustees 
I gave my monthly report to the board last Wednesday night, September 22, and it is available at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/.  

 
 
Skyline honors the victims of the San Bruno Fire 
Well over 100 of us gathered for a candle light vigil last night on the Main Quad to express our support for 
and our condolences to those who experienced great losses in the San Bruno Fire.  We also raised 
money for the San Bruno Relief Fund.  The event was organized by the Associated Students of Skyline 
College (ASSC), the Academic Senate, the Classified Council and the Management Council of Skyline. 
 ASSC President Ray Parenti-Kurttila led off the program, and I had the opportunity to speak to the crowd 
to express my condolences to the victims, and my appreciation for all of the Skyline and district people 
who stepped up so readily to help out in any way that they could.  Other speakers were Trustee Dave 
Mandelkern, San Bruno Mayor Jim Ruane, and two of our students who lost their home,sisters Priscilla 
and Andrea Tovar.  Please note that the Blood Drive originally scheduled for this Sunday by Frisco’s 
Finest Car and Bike Club has been canceled, and will be rescheduled.  Thanks to Christianne Marra for 
these photos. 

 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/


 

The Great California Shake-out comes to Skyline on 
October 21, 10:21 am 
Skyline will be participating in the Great California ShakeOut, the 
statewide earthquake preparedness exercise which will take place 
everywhere on October 21 at 10:21 am.  We will conduct a full 
evacuation drill.  Chief Brian Tupper is planning for the event, and will 
be sending out further information as the date nears, but I want the 
college to be able to plan ahead a bit.  This early notice will allow 
faculty with Thursday morning classes to plan appropriately.   
 
That morning at 10:21 am, we will be announcing the drill over the EAS 
System, email, AlertU Emergency Text, and we will use our building 
captains (or their backups) to evacuate areas which are out of hearing 
range of the EAS.  We will ask everyone Drop, Cover, and Hold on, for 
30 seconds and then to evacuate all buildings.  Once the evacuation is 
complete, the All Clear will be communicated through all the same 
means, and we will re-enter the buildings. 
 

As you begin to think ahead about this, please share any questions or concerns with Brian at 
tupper@smccd.edu so that he can address them in the planning and the communication about it.  
Thanks! 

 
 
Sign up to receive emergency text messages from Skyline 

Our emergency text messaging system came in handy once again in getting the word out about the San 
Bruno Fire and its impact on Skyline.  A few people mentioned to me that there seemed to be a delay in 
their receipt of the emergency text at the time of the San Bruno Fire.  I wanted to repeat here how we now 
handle those messages.  After the shooting occurred at Skyline, the district changed the emergency text 
message system from a locally created system to a commercial product called AlertU.  AlertU is 
supported by Waterfall Mobile and is in use at many community colleges throughout California. By directly 
sending the text messages via the SMS (Short Message Service) protocol messages are sent to wireless 
carriers as efficiently as possible.  The system is designed to deliver thousands of messages to the 
carriers in less than 5 minutes.  Delays in receiving a message can occur due to individual carrier service. 
 
If you have not yet signed up, it is easy to do via WebSmart.  Just log in, and scroll to the bottom of the 
page, pictured below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is also an FAQ on AlertU on our district website at: 
http://www.smccd.edu/alertu/default.shtml#faqs. 

mailto:tupper@smccd.edu
http://www.smccd.edu/alertu/default.shtml#faqs


What Measure G will mean to Skyline and how we will decide 
I know that there is a lot of excitement about the passage of Measure G, and curiosity about how we will 
use that resource.  This Wednesday the Board of Trustees adopted  a budget that included tentative 
allocations of the Measure G funds as indicated in the table below, based on FTES.  These numbers may 
change with the Midyear Report to the board: 
 

Canada College $853,700 

College of San Mateo $1,713,400 

Skyline College $1,432,900 

District Central Services $2,000,000 

 
Here is what I said on Opening Day about Measure G and Skyline: 
 

 What will the parcel tax passage mean for Skyline?  And how will we go about deciding?  It is 
a golden opportunity and we will use our usual budget process to determine the highest priority 
uses of those resources.  A small amount of it has allowed us to add some sections this fall and 
to ease a bit of the staffing pressure in the One Stop.   
 

 Role of the College Budget Committee in all of this:  We will continue to rely upon the College 
Budget Committee (CBC) for crucial advice about the college’s budget.  It will be meeting 
regularly, and I will continue to provide updates on our discussions in Skyline Shines after each 
CBC meeting.  

 
In short, this means that we will treat this money as we do Fund 1 resources, and that the CBC will have 
the same role in making recommendations to me about priorities as they ordinarily do.  As always, we will 
need to appropriately fund our 1310 budget (adjunct faculty), and a big part of what these Measure G 
resources make possible is the addition of significant numbers of sections beyond what the state will 
fund.  We are already doing that as we finalize schedule for the spring semester, adding even more than 
we did in the fall.  And in order to ensure that these additional students can be served, we are continuing 
to ease the pressure in the One Stop, as I noted on Opening Day.   
 
The annual budget process is beginning and this time it will include the potential for resources in the 
current year as well as planning for the 2011-12 year.  There will be opportunities to submit resource 
requests for new full time faculty, classified staff and other kinds of resources (equipment, supplies, etc.).  
Measure G funds will be able to assist us with the non-recurring needs of the college, and in the current 
year.  As always, the linkage with program reviews, and unit and college plans will be crucial in our 
decision making. 
 
The board of trustees has a responsibility to ensure that the uses of Measure G funds are consistent with 
the ballot language (posted on our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/cbc/assets/MeaureGBallot.pdf) and to work 

with a citizen’s oversight committee established for that purpose. Thus the board will be discussing this 
on a regular basis, I am sure. Therefore, I will be keeping the chancellor and the board apprised of our 
proposed uses of those funds. 
 
 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/cbc/assets/MeaureGBallot.pdf


 

ASTEP/Math Academy Family Night brings out a crowd 
ASTEP/Math Academy Family Night was a great success on September 16.  The event included 
students, parents, faculty and deans.  Family Night 
kicked off another year for about 100 attendees.  The 
invited guests spoke to our students and parents 
about the different programs we have at Skyline to 
support our students.  Thanks to the following people 
who spoke that night:  Stephen Fredricks, MESA 
program; Jorge Murillo, Campus Ambassador; Regina 
Morrison, Financial Aid Director; and Dr. William 
Watson, SparkPoint Center.  Other participants in the 
program included Mike Williamson, Dean of 
Science/Math/Technology; Donna Bestock, Dean of 
Creative Arts/Social Science; and ASTEP/Math 
Academy faculty Pat Deamer, Timothy Dupre, Dr. 
Tony Jackson, Dr. Bessie Vaughns, Pauline 
Wethington, and Gwendolyn Fuller. The parents of 
the ASTEP/Math Academy students were pleased to 
know that their sons and daughters are receiving the help needed to be successful at Skyline.  They 
enjoyed hearing about the programs we have to offer, and they shared in the music, fun and food.  
Thanks to ASTEP student Melissa Wheeler for the photo. 
 
 

I am telling you—the Faculty Art Exhibit is not to be missed! 
Here is a taste of it from the opening reception held last Thursday night in the Gallery. Thanks to 
Christianne Marra for the photos.  For Gallery hours, see the Gallery website at 
http://www.smccd.net/accounts/skygallery/.  One of the President’s Innovation Fund (PIF) projects this 
year was a lighting upgrade for the Gallery, since it is so heavily used for exhibitions by students, faculty 
and others.  The impact on this show was strong and apparent. 
 

 
 

Skyline’s Fact Sheet for Fall 2010 
We maintain a one-page Fact Sheet for Skyline that paints a picture of the college that can be useful in 
communicating about the college to members of the community.  It has just been updated with the most 
recent information and you can find it at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/plans/assets/fall2010/Skyline_FactSheet_Fall_2010.pdf.     

 
 

http://www.smccd.net/accounts/skygallery/
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/plans/assets/fall2010/Skyline_FactSheet_Fall_2010.pdf


And just for the fun of it… 

…here is a photo I came across of the college 
under construction, with only the original 
buildings in evidence—Buildings 1, 3, 7, and 8.  
It is undated, but based on the state of the 
construction in the other photos I found with it, 
the year must be late 1968 or early 1969. 
 

Castro earns BA degree 
At each Opening Day we honor faculty, staff and administrators who have completed new degrees.  
There is one person I failed to include and I want to correct that here.  Please join me in congratulating 
Ana Castro, Instructional Aide II in the Science, Math and Technology Division, who completed a BA in 
business with a concentration in Information Systems in May 2010 from San Francisco State University. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
College Council update 
The College Council met last Wednesday, September 22. 

1. Budget update:  Vicki Morrow, President, reviewed the current budget situation, including 
discussion at the College Budget Committee last week and plans for decision making on uses of 
the Measure G funds (see above for details). 

2. Commencement:  At its last meeting the Council discussed the change in Canada College’s 
practice relative to Commencement last May, which included honoring certificate holders along 
with degree holders, and moving the larger event outdoors.  Vicki reported at that time that CSM 
was considering doing something similar.  The Council considered whether Skyline should follow 
suit.  The members of the Council reported back on the discussions in their groups, and 
concluded that this change would not be right for Skyline at this time.  They did recommend that 
certificate holders be recognized within the divisions, as appropriate. 

3. College Hour:  The Council reviewed the history of this topic which is available in the College 
Council Annual Reports for 2006-07 and 2007-08 (available at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/collegecouncil/index.html under Annual 
Reports).  That history will be shared with the constituent groups, and if any of them are 
interested in revisiting the subject, it will be brought back to the College Council. 

4. Policy for the regular review of the college’s governance and decision-making structures:  
The Council discussed a proposed revision to the College Council Charter and Bylaws to 
complete the college’s response to the ACCJC’s 2007 team recommendation #8 to the college: 
―The team recommends that the college implement a policy that specifically evaluates the 
institution’s governance and decision-making structures on a regular basis to assure their integrity 
and effectiveness.  The results of these reviews should be widely communicated to the college 
community and used as the basis for continuous improvement.‖  The proposed revision provides 
a brief additional section which establishes a six year cycle for the review which is coordinated 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/collegecouncil/index.html


with the accreditation cycle.  It will be discussed with the constituent groups and acted upon at 
the next meeting of the Council. 

5. Proposed revision to college Goals and Strategies from the Institutional Planning 
Committee (IPC):  The Council considered a minor revision to the college Goals and Strategies 
to address two issues:  assessment of student learning and student equity.  The revision was 
approved.  The Goals and Strategies are scheduled for a complete review in 2012-13. 

6. Other reports from constituent groups:  Fermin Irigoyen, Academic Senate President, 
reported on topics under discussion including the review of FSAs, R&R 2.80 concerning 
Recognition and Presidential Medals, the Trust Committee Statement, a two year term for 
Academic Senate Presidents, the report on the Plus/Minus Grading study, and the vigil to be held 
September 23.  Kathy Fitzpatrick, Classified Council President, reported on the group’s 
discussion of fundraising ideas in the wake of the current constraints on food sales.  Amanda 
Parker, Associated Students Vice President reported on student concerns about the intelligibility 
of the EAS messages.  Vice President Madrigal informed the group that moisture damage to 
some of the speakers had been found and that repairs would be made.  Amanda recommended 
that in case of emergencies, emails to students should be used along with the other 
communication tools.  Vicki requested that she discuss with the ASSC Governing Council 
recommendations they might make about how the college can best promote student use of the 
my.smccd.edu email addresses.  The group discussed the importance of a Faculty Handbook 
and Fermin said that the Academic Senate Educational Policies Committee is working on it.  

7. Great California ShakeOut Drill:  Vicki informed the group that the college will participate in the 
October 21 statewide event, at 10:21 am.  She said she would be alerting the college in her 
Friday morning edition of Skyline Shines (see above) and that Chief of Public Safety Brian Tupper 
would be communicating with all employees about how to prepare and how the drill will be 
conducted. 

8. Next meeting:  October 27 
Prior College Council minutes are archived at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/collegecouncil/index.html.            

 
 
Coming Up… 
 

September 24, 2010 

 2:00 p.m., Women’s Soccer vs. CCSF @ San Francisco 

 4:00 p.m., Men’s Soccer vs. Las Positas College @ Livermore 

 All Day, Women’s Volleyball – San Jose City College Tournament @ San Jose 
 

September 25, 2010 

 All Day, Women’s Volleyball – San Jose City College Tournament @ San Jose 

 7:30 p.m., China Dance School & Theatre Performance, Main Theatre 
 

September 28, 2010 

 1:00 p.m., Men’s Soccer vs. Mission College @ Skyline 

 3:00 p.m., Women’s Soccer vs. Cañada College @ Skyline 
 

September 29, 2010 

 4:30 – 6:30 p.m., FAFSA Workshop, Building 2 – 2117B 

 7:00 p.m., Men’s Wrestling vs. San Jose State @ Skyline 

 
 
Do you have a suggestion? 
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via 
the same box on the front page of our website at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/collegecouncil/index.html
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html


                 
 
Here is the Website Redesign Project e-Suggestion Box, for feedback on the new website,  

      

 

         
For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link:  

  

  
  

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites: 
·     The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/  
·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/  
·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/  
  
Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
 
----- 
Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 
President 
  
Skyline College 
  
3300 College Drive 
San Bruno, CA  94066 
650-738-4111 
  
www.SkylineCollege.edu 
morrowv@smccd.edu 
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