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Skyline College donation for fire victims presented to City Council 
 

 
Last Tuesday night, November 9, a group of Skyline College representatives went to the San Bruno City 
Council meeting to present a $2017 check.  That check represents the donations collected as part of the 
September 23 vigil in support of the victims of the San Bruno explosion and fire last September 9.  The 
fundraiser was organized by a coalition of the Academic Senate, the Associated Students, the Classified 
Council and the Management Council of Skyline.  Mayor Jim Ruane indicated that the Council’s 
subcommittee working on the dissemination of various donation funds would be meeting shortly with a 
group of residents from the fire area to consider how best to allocate the funds.  Pictured above are 
myself and City Council member Rico Medina, and the group of us who attended:  Christianne Marra, 
Barbara Daley, me, Vanson Nguyen and Kevin Chak.  Thanks to Christianne Marra and a friendly 
passerby for the photos. 
 
 

Timeline for the Skyline president selection 
This update is just to let you know that the timeline I published a couple of weeks ago still holds.  The 
three finalists have appeared at Open Forums, responding to questions from students, faculty, staff and 
members of the community.  The finalists have been interviewed by the chancellor and the board of 
trustees.  It is expected that reference checking and site visits will be completed shortly, and a final 
decision will be made around mid-November. The tentative start date for the position is January 3, 2011. 
 
 



Beta Theta Omicron’s Honors in Action project wins two regional awards 
For 2010, our Phi Theta Kappa 
chapter is addressing the science 
issue in the Honors Study Topic. 
The problem is that with the 
explosion of information 
resources that sound “scientific,” 
citizens must distinguish science 
from pseudoscience; therefore, 
science knowledge is essential to 
make informed decisions on 
personal and environmental 
health.  Participating Skyline 
students represent a variety of 
majors including Business, Early 
Childhood Education, Political 
Science, and the sciences. 
Skyline Biotechnology major, 
Casey Fortier, presented a project 

entitled “The Promise and Power of Science Literacy”, on behalf of the chapter at the Nevada/California 
Regional Phi Theta Kappa Leadership Conference on November 5 and 6.   
 
Chapter members have been bringing hands-on science laboratory experiments to 7th and 8th grade 
classes at local middle schools. Chapter members planned this project between January and March. 
They developed lab experiments to complement the Science Framework Standards and reached 
teachers who want lab experiments in their classrooms through the County Office of Education and the 
National Lab Day website. They began working in classrooms in May. The project won first place in the 
abstract and in the poster competitions. Casey (center) is shown receiving his two prizes from Regional 
Coordinator Charlie Klein and Phi Theta Kappa Headquarters representative Barb Murray. His poster is in 
the background. His abstract and poster are at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/boo/HIA2010.html            . 
 
The project is ongoing and any interested Skyline students may participate to complete a community 
service requirement, to learn more about a teaching career, or to promote education. Interested students 
can contact the Beta Theta Omicron officers at boo@smccd.edu.  Thanks to Chris Case for the photo. 
 

 
English for Health Care Professionals series attracts English learners 
The English Language Institute (ELI) has had good success so far with its trial offering of the English for 
Health Care Professionals series.  Over 20 individuals have so far taken part in this 4-part series of 
workshops, which impart valuable language skills for foreign-born medical professionals who seek 
medical work here in the U.S., but who struggle with language.  Spots are still open for students to attend 
the remaining sessions on Thu/Sat Nov 18/20.  Interested individuals may call the ELI at (650) 738-7089 
to sign up or get more information.   

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/boo/HIA2010.html
mailto:boo@smccd.edu


Skyline’s new Facilities Maintenance Center is awarded LEED Gold 
Certification 

On November 1, our Facilities Maintenance Center (FMC) was awarded  the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold Certification Award by 
the U.S. Green Building Council.  LEED Certification was established in 1999 to 
improve the quality of buildings and their impact on the environment.  Green design not 

only makes a positive impact on public health and the environment, it also reduces operating costs, 
potentially increases occupant productivity, and helps create a sustainable community.  Stringent 
prerequisites must be met and after achieved, LEED has a rating system based on submitted and 
awarded points.  Award levels are Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum.  The FMC construction project 
achieved a remarkable 42 points out of a possible 69 points for its Gold award.   It became only the 5

th
 

maintenance facility in the nation to achieve a Gold award.  Some examples of rated categories where 
the FMC received points include site selection and development, alternative transportation practices, 
water efficient landscaping, water use reduction, optimizing energy performance, using recycled 
construction materials, promoting air quality, maximum use of day-lighting, and exemplary use of green 
power.  Congratulations to the FMC and Facilities staff on being recognized for its commitment to 
environmental issues on our campus and community.  Thanks to Richard Inokuchi for this photo. 

 
 

Faculty Inquiry Network team offers workshop: Spanish in the ECE Workplace 
The Faculty Inquiry Network team, as part of their two-year project, will be hosting a special workshop for 
Early Childhood Education (ECE) students and professionals.  The workshop, entitled Spanish in the 
ECE Workplace: Keys to Success, will be held Thursday, December 2

nd
 from 12:40-1:25 in room 8-306.  

Professors Luciana Castro and Kate Williams Browne will hold the workshop, whose focus will be on the 
importance of the home language for bilingual children, the value of Spanish in the ECE classroom, and 
the role of the multilingual teacher.  All interested individuals are welcome to attend this free workshop; 
please contact Luciana Castro at x4407 or Kate Williams Browne at x7092 for more information. 
 
 

Jackie Speier visits Skyline College 
Last Tuesday, November 9, the Skyline College Political Science Association had the pleasure of hosting 
Congress member Jackie Speier, Representative of California’s 12

th
 Congressional District, at a forum at 

Skyline College.  A highly energized and interested audience filled Room 6202 to capacity and listened to 
her review such topics as the recent power shift in the November elections where Democrats lost a 
significant number of seats in the Senate and Congress.  The discussion of the federal government’s shift 
from liberalism to conservatism, the effect of the Tea Party on the new elected Republican seats, the 
importance of federal support for student financial aid, and several other topics were discussed during the 
hour-long presentation.  An opportunity was offered for questions from the audience.  A big thank you to 
Professor Jeff Diamond and the student leaders of the Political Association for making this happen. 



English Language Institute hosts Super Saturday for new ESL students 
On November 6

th
, the English Language Institute hosted Super 

Saturday, a one-day event where new students of ESL can come 
to Skyline to apply, take the placement test, get an orientation, 
find out about financial aid, and make an appointment with a 
counselor all in one day.  The event occurs every semester, and 
the ELI advertised to various linguistic communities over the past 
month.  Nearly 30 attendees availed themselves of assistance 
with enrollment and testing, free child care, a detailed orientation, 
and refreshments.   Several Skyline staff and students were on 
hand to assist newcomers with every stage of the process: 
Weilun Tang and Long Cheung from Assessment, Minerva 
Velasquez, Kennya Zepeda, Martina Center, Rayna Rodriguez, 
Kenny Gonzalez, Amber Rocha, Zena Tarasena, and Dave 
Jorgenson from IT.  Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for sending the 
campus ambassadors from Financial Aid and to Adolfo Leiva for 

assistance with promoting the event.   
 
 
 

 
Timeline for completion of the fountain in the Main Quad 
The fountain in the Main Quad is nearing completion.  The concrete floor of it should be poured today, 
and then the water testing will be done next week.  If all goes well, the fencing will come down before 
Thanksgiving and we will be able to enjoy our new fountain.  If you see a person with her head 
perpetually poked through the fencing to get a look, that would be me. 

 
 
Institutional Planning Committee (IPC) update 
The IPC met on Wednesday, chaired by Rob Johnstone, Dean of Planning, Research and Institutional 
Effectiveness.  Prior minutes and other materials are archived at 
http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/instPlanning/index.html.          

1. Unit planning update:  Rob shared a quick update on the Unit Planning process, which is nearly 
completed for the 2010-11 year.  He noted that this time took a bit longer because units were 
asked to “start from scratch” rather than roll previous items (as had happened in the last couple of 
years).  A reflection on the unit plans will take place at the December IPC meeting. 

2. Accreditation Midterm Report update:  Rob shared that the midterm report had been accepted 
by ACCJC, and that we will receive their response in January. 

3. District Vision Statement Review:  Ray Hernandez, District Academic Senate President and 
Vicki Morrow, Skyline President, introduced the topic of the draft District Vision Statement.  The 
district has not had a vision statement, and one was drafted by the District Strategic Plan 
Committee and is now being reviewed across the district IPC held a lively discussion on the 
document.  Aside from a handful of sentence-level edits, the main suggestion was to move three 
of the sentences in the draft Vision Statement into a “Values Statement”, leaving two more 
focused sentences for the Vision Statement.  The newly edited draft was forwarded to Vicki for 
review by College Council. 

4. Noel-Levitz Survey data review:  After an initial overview of the data by Rob, the IPC reviewed 
the results of the Noel-Levitz survey administered to 766 Skyline students in Spring 2010.  The 
group identified some issues for further discussion.   

5. December 8 agenda: Unit Planning Review, ARCC Data Review, CSI Research Review. 
 
 

http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/instPlanning/index.html


Coming Up… 

 
November 12, 2010 

         Holiday – Veterans Day (observed) 

         12:30 p.m., Men’s Soccer vs. West Valley @ Saratoga 

         2:00 p.m., Women’s Soccer vs. Las Positas @ Skyline 

         5:00 p.m., Men’s Basketball vs. College of Alameda @ Marin 

         6:30 p.m., Volleyball vs. Cabrillo @ Skyline 
 

November 13, 2010 

         Declared Recess – No Classes 

         3:00 p.m., Men’s Basketball vs. College of Marin @ Marin 
 

November 14, 2010 

         Declared Recess – No Classes 

         9:00 a.m., Wrestling – SFSU Tournament @ San Francisco 
 

November 17, 2010 

         4:30 – 6:30 p.m., FAFSA Workshop - Building 2, Room 2117B 

         5:30 p.m., Women’s Basketball vs. College of Marin @ Marin 

         6:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Gavilan College @ Gilroy 
 

November 18, 2010 

         9:30 – 1:00 p.m., Great American Smokeout - Cafeteria, Building 
 
 

Do you have a suggestion? 
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via 
the same box on the front page of our website at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html 

 
  

                 
 
 
Here is the Website Redesign Project e-Suggestion Box, for feedback on the new website,  

      

  

         

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html


For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link:  
  

 
  

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites: 
·     The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/  
·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/  
·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/  
  

Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/. 
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Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 
President 
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