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Sue Lorenzo Selected as Skyline College’s 

Classified Employee of the Year 

In response to the call for Classified Employee of the Year 

nominations by California Community Colleges’ Board of Governors 

(BOG), Skyline College selected Sue Lorenzo and recommended to 

the SMCCCD Board of Trustees that she be forwarded to the BOG as 

a nomination from the District.  Sue was honored at the Board of 

Trustees meeting along with nominees from Cañada College and 

College of San Mateo.  She received a certificate and monetary award 

in recognition of her service from the Board of Trustees.  Cañada 

College’s nominee, Rachel Corrales, was selected to be forwarded to 

the BOG as the nominee from SMCCCD.  Please congratulate Sue on 

her award and thank her for the 12 years of dedicated service she has 

provided to the students, staff and faculty of Skyline College.   
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    Skyline College Alumna A Finalist in Gates 

Foundation Community College Completion 

Competition 

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is among the ranks of institutions 

and organizations focusing on increasing college completion.  

Recognizing that many don’t follow the traditional and linear academic 

trajectory to complete a college degree, the Gates Foundation is seeking 

to inspire nontraditional students. The Gates Foundation launched a 

competition for students to submit their nontraditional education stories of 

success.  Students were invited to also share their frustration as a 

nontraditional student trying to obtain a post-secondary degree so that 

others can learn from their examples.  

 

Skyline College alumna Ashley Good was one of the top five finalists in 

the contest sponsored by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation as part of 

their ongoing initiative to boost college completion. Melinda Gates wrote 

that “While the path of a nontraditional student can be uneven and 

challenging, earning that postsecondary degree is an incredible feat. We 

hope others can learn from these great examples.” Ashley is currently 

completing her baccalaureate at Stanford University. You can read her 

story at 

http://www.cccompletioncorps.org/ptk/success-stories  
 

Thanks to Chris Case for her contribution to this article. 
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New English Faculty Member: Christopher 

Gibson 

Skyline College 

will be hiring six 

new faculty 

members for the 

next academic 

year.  First out of 

the gate is the 

Language Arts 

Division.  We are 

happy to announce 

that Christopher 

Gibson will be 

forwarded to the 

Board of Trustees 

for action at the 

next board 

meeting.   Upon 

approval by the 

Board, Christopher 

will join the full time faculty ranks starting in the 2011 academic year.  

Chris has been with us as an adjunct faculty member since the fall of 

2006, teaching all levels of composition.  He holds a B.A. and an M.A. in 

English/American Literature from the University of El Paso in Texas.  He 

also holds a reading certificate from San Francisco State University.    
All of Chris’s personal and professional experiences have given him an 

understanding and appreciation for cultural, socioeconomic, and 

generational diversity in the classroom:  Growing up on the Texas-

Mexico border and spending part of his childhood traveling throughout 

Europe with his career-military family; studying Chicano literature and 

the music and literature of Africa/the African Diaspora; teaching to the 

rich diversity found in community colleges in both Texas and California; 

working with at-risk youth in various settings to help them transition to 

more productive futures; and more.  Chris truly embodies the “student-

centered” approach to teaching and learning that we value so highly here 

at Skyline.  



Congratulations, Chris!  We look forward to working with you. 

 
Thanks to Dean Connie Beringer for her contribution to this article. 

 

Interim Dean of SMT:  Ray Hernandez 

 

When Mike Williamson became the 

Interim Vice President of Instruction he 

left some big shoes to fill in the Science, 

Math and Technology Division.  After an 

internal search, Ray Hernandez was 

selected to be forwarded to the Board of 

Trustees for action at their next meeting.  

Ray has been with Skyline College for 

more than 14 years, initially serving as a 

faculty member, later becoming the faculty 

director of the program.  Ray has served as 

the college and District Academic Senate 

President.  At the pleasure of the Board, 

Ray will begin his tenure as interim Dean 

of SMT on March 1, 2011.  The hiring 

process for the interim position will be held 

in Spring 2012. Professor Diana Bennett 

will take Ray’s place as District Academic 

Senate President.  

              

Watch Professor 

George Wright On TV 

Tonight 

 

Dr. George Wright, History 

Professor, will be on Comcast 

SportsNet Chronicle Live 

discussing racial dynamics 

underlying San Francisco Bay Area 

media’s treatment of African 

Americans.  Greg Pappa, sports 



commentator, will host a panel discussion that includes Dr. Wright and co-

panelist Monte Poole of the Oakland Tribune and Lowell Cohn, a 

columnist for the Santa Rosa Press Democrat.  Out of frustration with the 

ways in which commentators were talking about or to Mike Singletary, 

who is African American and the former coach of the San Francisco 

49ers.  Professor Wright was invited during this African American 

Heritage and Black History Month in response to a letter he wrote to 

Pappa after witnessing treatment of Singletary that deeply troubled him. 

The show airs tonight at 5 p.m. on your Comcast SportsNet station.   
 

For more information about Dr. George Wright visit his site at 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/wrightg/  
Thanks to Dr. George Wright for his contribution to this article. 

 

         

Packed Orientation to Early Childhood 

Education Field 

 
 

On Saturday, January 29, a packed house of ECE students and community 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/wrightg/


professionals spent the morning learning about the field of Early 

Childhood Education.  Nearly 150 people were welcomed by Business 

Dean Don Carlson and ECE Department Chair Kate Williams Browne.  

ECE Program Services Coordinator Cecelia Rebele outlined the agenda, 

which included a welcome breakfast and literature table, a keynote panel 

of directors including our own Skyline College CDC Director Tina Watts, 

CSM's Director Louise Piper, Daly City Imagination Station’s Raeli 

Aguirre, CCLC-Electronic Arts Director Tyrone Jones, and Half Moon 

Bay's Holy Family Children's Center Director Caren Burgess. Two 

workshops were offered by Career Center Coordinator Virginia Padron 

and San Mateo ECE Mentor teachers Carolina Arteaga, Sonia Bon, 

Teresa Campbell,  Elaine Francisco, Dileepa Gunatileka and Tacey 

James.  Thanks to Cañada College ECE colleagues Val Goines and Sue 

Eftekhari for their assistance and ECE faculty Shawna Whitney, Paul 

Proett, and Penny Blair for bringing their students.  
Thanks to Cecilia  Rebele for her contribution to this article. 

 

         

Theatre Club’s “Date Night”  

Turns Out Highest 

Bidders

 
 

Theatre Club’s unique fundraiser for Valentine’s Day had a surprisingly 

large turnout.  Friday’s “auction” sold the individual members of the club 

to the highest bidder for a “date night” the following week.  The lucky 



auctioneers were able to take their dates to dinner and a movie, hosted by 

the club in the theatre on Valentine’s Day night.  The event was well 

received by the student body, and the quad was filled with excited 

attendees who were willing to donate money to Skyline College’s proud 

Thespians.   
 

Theatre Club has to raise the money required to put on its shows.  In the 

past, the ASSC has been gracious enough to donate a good share of the 

money required to cover those production costs, but the club would like to 

find ways to become more “self-sustaining” without the need to receive 

funds from the student council.  “Valentine’s Date Auction” arose from 

that aspiration and turned out to be a profitable idea.  The club managed 

to raise $435 which will be used to help pay for the royalties involved in 

their spring production of “The Complete Works of William 

Shakespeare… Abridged.”  Other creative fundraisers are sure to follow 

in the coming months to help pay for lumber, paint, props, costumes and a 

variety of other production costs affiliated with live performances as well 

as a means to promote the club in general.   Keep an eye out for more 

fundraising hijinks from the most “dramatic” club on campus!  
Thanks to Alan Ceccarelli  for his contribution to this article. 

 

Professor Melissa Michelitsch and Nick 

Langhoff Make a Dynamic Duo at 

the Math 

Refresher 

Workshop 
 

On Saturday, 

February 12, over 40 

students and six 

student tutors gave up 

a gorgeous day in the 

California sun to 

practice the math 

skills that they will 

need to succeed in 

Chemistry with their 

peers.  The six-hour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



workshop which was led by Professor Michelitsch and Nick Langhoff, 

drew in students from six different Chemistry sections from CHEM 192, 

CHEM 210, and CHEM 410.  Students took a quiz at the start of the day 

and another before they left to track their progress.  The average 

improvement over the course of the day was nearly 20% across all 

students participating.  The CHEM 410 (Chemistry for Allied Health) 

students represented the largest contingent and saw an improvement of 

over 23% on their afternoon quiz.  

 

The students were so determined to make the most of their day that they 

chose to work through all of the scheduled breaks.  Professor Michelitsch 

says “This workshop was supported by a Partnership for Excellence 

grant.  Both the students and faculty are extremely appreciative of the 

opportunity that these funds created for them to succeed.”  

 

The evaluations were enthusiastically positive with 100% "strongly 

agreeing" that they would recommend the workshop to a friend and 94% 

agreeing that they felt more confident having participated.  Nearly all 

stated that they were glad to have the chance to work with other students 

from other sections and courses.  The following comments are quoted 

from some of the student evaluations of the workshop: 

 

"I recommend this kind of workshop for all science 

classes.  The teachers do not have time to answer basic 

skills questions in classroom.  So, this workshop is the 

perfect solution for those students [who] are behind on the 

program." 

 

"This workshop boost [sic] my confidence and helped me 

decide not to drop because practice and help made me more 

confident for chemistry.  ☺" 

 

"I thought the workshop really allowed me to understand 

things much better with learning with other students who 

also wanted to do better in chemistry.  Definitely worth the 

Saturday because I know this will help me in the long run." 
 

Thanks to Professor Melissa Michelitsch for her contribution to this article. 

 

     

 



 

Skyline College  Staff Bring Promising Practices 

Insight From Foster Youth Summit 

 
On February 7-8, Financial Aid Office Foster 

Youth Liaison, Jocelyn Vila, attended the 2011 

California Foster Youth Education Summit: 

Cradle to College & Career held in Sacramento. 

This statewide education summit focused on 

ensuring positive educational and career 

outcomes for foster 

youth. The summit 

highlighted practices 

which strengthen and 

ensure successful transition at every stage of 

educational development from early childhood 

to postsecondary education. The summit 

provided a special opportunity for educators 

and policymakers to hear from foster youth 

firsthand.  Welcome and Opening Remarks 

were presented by Assembly Member Julia 

Brownley and Chancellor Jack Scott, 

California Community Colleges. The two day 

summit had over 50 breakout sessions with 

key topics, including: policies affecting 

students in foster care and successful 

transitions from foster care to college and career.  The summit concluded 

with a special hearing at the State Capitol focused on educating key 

legislators on the educational needs for students in foster care. Contact 

Jocelyn at ext. 4390 for more information on serving and supporting 

foster youth at Skyline College 
 

Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article. 

     

 

 

 

 



 

                      

Queer Kiss-In 

 

On Valentine’s QUEER KISS-IN Day, The Gay-Straight Alliance 

sponsored a Queer Kiss-In to promote the theme “Love is Love!”  On the 

rainy holiday, approximately ten couples – some same sex and some 

allies – gathered in the cafeteria to kiss and be a part of non-violent 

protest against both the subtle and overt discrimination that same sex 

couples and other LGBT people live with.  The club also had a table that 

included information about the history of the Kiss-In as a nonviolent 

protest and was selling Valentine balloons. Many students and staff 

members stopped by the table to express their support for the event.  The 

GSA meets Wednesdays at noon in room 6205.      
 

Thanks to A.J. Bates for his contribution to this article. 

 

                      

                                            

 

 

 

 



        

Daly City Council Member Canepa 

Comes Home to Skyline College 

 
David J. Canepa, a current Daly City 

Council Member and alumni of 

Skyline College, recently visited the 

campus and met with new college 

president, Dr. Regina Stanback 

Stroud.   

 

Canepa received an AA degree in 

Criminal Justice from Skyline College 

and transferred to the University of 

San Francisco.  He graduated from 

USF with a degree in Political 

Science and an emphasis in Legal 

Studies and Peace & Justice.  Canepa said that his instructors at Skyline 

College taught at a very high level and prepared him for a career in 

government.  Canepa has been a member of the Daly City Council since 

December 2008 and has also worked as a Legislative Aide/Field 

Representative for the California State Senate and the California 

Assembly.  Canepa is also a member of the President’s Council at Skyline 

College.   

Canepa believes that Skyline College opens the door for opportunities to 

all members of the surrounding community.  He said, “If you provide 

people with an opportunity, they will go for it.”  Canepa looks forward to 

continuing to partner with Skyline College in order to offer new and 

exciting opportunities to everyone. 

 
Thanks to Christianne Marra for her contribution to this article. 

    

Campus Ambassadors Conduct Campus Tours 

and Help Motivate High School Students 

On February 16, over sixty students from the San Francisco Unified High 

School District (SFUSD) visited Skyline College for a campus tour. 

Educational Advisors from PACT, Inc. and Seven Tepees Youth Program 



of San Francisco accompanied the students. PACT, Inc. and Seven 

Tepees are dedicated to improving the lives of promising low-income and 

first generation college students. The campus tours were led by Campus 

Ambassadors Noah Brown, Jorge Murillo, Jose Milan and Tiffany Ong.  

The students visited key departments such as Student Services, the 

Learning Center and Student Activities.  The students received valuable 

information about the steps to enrollment and the financial aid process.  

The Campus Ambassadors shared their college experience.  They also 

discussed their career and transfer goals and encouraged the group to 

pursue their goals through higher education.  Thank you to the Campus 

Ambassadors for leading the tours and to Jocelyn Vila, Financial Aid 

Program Services Coordinator for coordinating the tours. (Below photos 

taken by Jocelyn Vila) 

 
Campus Ambassador, Jorge Murillo with Seven Tepees Site 

Coordinator Amy Tat and students from John O’Connell High 

School.  



 
Campus Ambassador Jose Milan with PACT, Inc. Educational Advisors 

Valerie Robinson and David Cook with high school students from 

SFUSD.

 
Campus Ambassadors Noah Brown and Tiffany Ong with high school 

students from SFUSD. 
Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article. 



 

Governance: Budget Committee 

The College Budget Committee met on February 24, 2011 co-chaired by 

Fermin Irigoyen, Academic Senate President, and Eloisa Briones, 

Director of Business Services. 

 

Report from District Committee on Budget and Finance 

Barbara Lamson reported on the budget update that Kathy Blackwood, 

District Chief Financial Officer, shared with the committee on February 

12, 2011 highlighting the recommendations of the Legislative Analyst 

Office on how to generate revenues to help balance the state budget.  At 

the board retreat, Kathy informed the board that, given the state budget 

picture at the moment using the best case scenario (voters approve the tax 

extensions),  the district may be able to get through FY 2011-12 without 

cuts by using district reserves and funds she had set aside for mid-year 

reductions in the current year that will not be needed. The district should 

prepare for cuts in 2012-13.  Chancellor’s Cabinet is reviewing the 

components of the resource allocation model, starting with staffing levels 

at the sites.  Upon request of the DCBF, Kathy went over the expenditures 

that are carried in the Central Services budget. 

 

General Updates 

Eloisa provided CBC with an update of the college’s finances using the 

information published in the 2010-11 Mid-Year Report.  This included 

enrollment comparisons at the three colleges, Measure G funding, CIP 

projects completed and proposed for Skyline, and a progress report on the 

Child Development Center.  She also pointed the group to the 

comparative analysis of 2009-10 expenditures per FTES at each of the 

colleges.  This report shows Skyline with the lowest 

instruction/instructional services and student services cost per FTES 

among the three colleges. 

 

Budget Requests for 2011-2012 

Kathy Blackwood has been running the resource allocation with 

assumptions that change from day to day depending on developments at 

the state level.  The district budget calendar shows that the tentative site 

allocations will be presented to the Board in March.  As soon as this is 

available, CBC will determine if funds will be available for fund 1 budget 

requests for next year.  At this time, we are not aware of how the Measure 

G funds will be allocated in 2011-2012.  



 

Budget Balancing Strategies 

While the district does not anticipate making cuts in 2011-2012, Kathy 

indicated that the 6.5% workload reduction is the best case scenario.  We 

still need to prepare for cuts in 2012-13.  In anticipation of this, CBC 

reviewed the Budget Balancing Strategies to see which of these strategies 

we have accomplished or are currently in progress.  The CBC will update 

this list as new suggestions are brought forward. 

 

Resource Allocation Model 

Eloisa distributed the resource allocation document that shows the various 

components of the model to apprise the committee with the rationale for 

each of the elements used in the model.  CBC needs to be prepared to 

provide feedback and recommendations as discussions around revising 

the model continue.   

 

Next Meeting 

CBC will meet again on March 10, 2011. 
 

         

Coming Up…  
 

February 25, 2011  

 12:00 p.m., 2011-2012 Scholarship Applications Due, Building 2, 

Financial Aid Office 

 

February 26, 2011 

 11:00 a.m., Baseball vs. Mendocino @ Skyline 

 

February 28, 2011   

 4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Science Lecture: Avian Malaria in a Changing 

World, Building 7, Room 7106 

 

March 1, 2011 

 2:00 p.m., Baseball vs. Chabot @ Hayward 
 

March 2, 2011 

 10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m., Learn What You Are Capable Of! (Third 

in a Series of Lectures) With Guest Lecturer Pablo Gonzalez, 

Theater 

 2:00 p.m., Baseball vs. Gavilan @ Skyline 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA Workshop, Building 2, Room 

2117B 



 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  
 

March 5, 2011 

 9:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., WOW! Voices Now – A Morning of 

Reading and Refreshments, Room 6202 

 

March 19, 2011 

 8:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Expanding Your Horizons Conference, 

Skyline College 

For more information visit:  http://skylinecollege.edu/eyh/ 
 

            March 24, 2011 

 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Health Fair, Cafeteria – Building 6 

 

March 26, 2011 

 Rock the School Bells Multicultural Hip-Hop Conference, Skyline 

College (time to be announced) 

 

March 31, 2011 

 7:00 a.m., President’s Breakfast, South San Francisco Conference 

Center 

 

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, 

please view our calendar at the following link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_e

vents.html 
 

If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please 

submit the information (event, date, time and location) to Christianne Marra in the 

Public Information Office via email at marrac@smccd.edu. 
   

 

Publisher’s Note:  Would you like to submit something to be included in Skyline 

Shines?  

Send a written narrative along with pictures highlighting the item being submitted.  Be 

sure to include the information describing who, what, when, where, and why for a 

complete article.  Items submitted will be considered for inclusion.  All items 

submitted may possibly be modified to satisfy publication needs.   

Please send submissions to skylineshines@smccd.edu . 

   

Do you have a suggestion?  
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in 

the box below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  
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For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  
· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  
· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  

· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  
 

 
Skyline Shines is archived at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
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