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President’s Report to the Board of Trustees 
I made my monthly report to the board last Wednesday night and that report is available at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/index.html.         

 
 

 
Student Recognition and Awards ceremony glorious, as always! 

 
 

Our annual celebration of student achievement and awarding of scholarships is one of the happiest 
events of the year.  We are always moved on behalf of the students, and moved by the generosity of the 
many donors who make the scholarships possible.  Our list of scholarships grows every year and is, 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/index.html


happily, far too long to include here but $128,000 was granted to students this year.  We are all grateful to 
the donors from inside the college, from our district foundation and from the community. You can see the 
whole array of donors and scholarships at this address on our website: 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/finaid/scholarship.html.  I am deeply appreciative of the dedication 
and hard work of the many Skyline people responsible for the awarding of the scholarships and the 
celebration of them yesterday:  

 
Scholarship Committee:  Maria D. Escobar (Chair), Crystal Shetaya (Co-Chair), Jeff Acidera, 
Daisy Araica, Rakefet Avramovitz, Rosemary Bell, Kevin Corsiglia, Kathleen Feinblum and Paul 
Spakowski. 
 
Students Recognition & Awards Committee:  Amory Cariadus (Chair), Loretta P. Adrian, 
Golda Gacutan, Sherri Hancock, Caroline Ocampo, Crystal Shetaya, and Jocelyn Vila. 
 
Other key contributors:  Alan Cecciarelli, Associated Students of Skyline College, Facilities 
Department, Financial Aid Office, Student Activities Office, Pacific Dining, the Pepsi Corporation, 
and the many volunteer ushers, students and college staff members. 

 
Thanks to Caroline Ocampo and Leo Rosales for the photos. 

 
 
Classified Staff to be recognized for 10, 20 and 25 years of service 

 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/finaid/scholarship.html


 

Take a look at Skyline’s new Veteran’s Center! 

Skyline College’s veteran students have doubled this year, compared to last year.  For the Fall 
2009/Spring 2010, 94 veteran students were enrolled at Skyline, as opposed to 48 last year.  This 
summer, 70 veteran students have enrolled to date, compared to 38 last year.  Many of the veteran 
students from City College of San Francisco are finding their way to Skyline College this summer in order 
to continue their eligibility for veteran benefits.  Our veteran student population is expected to increase 
further in the coming years.   
 
Our veteran students face many barriers and challenges as they transition back to civilian life and return 
to school. Thanks to the leadership of two veteran students, Jeremiah Fuimaono and Frank Cunha, a 
Veterans’ Club has been established and is providing a safety net for veteran students at Skyline. They 
are supported by counselors, staff, and administrators.  Silvia Martinez serves as the Veterans’ Program 
liaison and Veterans’ Club Advisor; Professor Eric Larson, Professor Don Biederman and a team of 
counseling faculty assist with Student Educational Plans.  Other people involved in this new service are 
Professor Linda Van Sciver and the DSPS Office; Regina Morrison and the Financial Aid Office staff; and 
fellow veterans on campus and at the District, including Richard Inokuchi, Facilities Manager and Jose 
Nunez, Vice Chancellor for Facilities, Operations, and Planning. 
 
With the support of the Facilities and Planning Department, a modest Veterans’ Resource Center (VRC) 
was recently established on the second floor of Building 2. Donated and surplus materials and furniture 
made the Veterans Resource Center possible. The VRC will provide a space for our veteran students to 
study and network, as well as for our faculty and staff to provide needed academic and student services 
support. 
 

  



 

Skyline’s Wii-hab program pushes the envelope 

Physical Education Professor Chip Chandler and Biology Professor Shari Bookstaff conducted a pilot 
study this semester to examine the effects of training with a Wii Fit video game system on people 
suffering from brain injuries. Ten people with some sort of brain injury participated in the study. Five of 
them trained on the Wii Fit twice a week (test group), and all ten were tested on balance weekly (test and 
control subjects). Students from the honors biology colloquium or students working on a special project in 
biology collected the data, conducted the training, and analyzed the results.  These results will be 

presented on 
Friday, May 14 
and Friday, May 
21 during 
Biology  675 at 
1:10 PM in 
Room 7104.  
This project was 
funded by a 
grant from the 
President’s 
Innovation 
Fund. This 

program will be continued next semester. Pictured are Wii-hab subject Johnny Lai and Biology 690 
student Tina Ha.  Thanks to Antoinette Estigoy for the photos. 
 

 
Trojans Badminton and Baseball Teams represent Skyline in State Playoffs 
This past weekend, May 7-8, saw Skyline Women’s Badminton team players qualify for the State 
Championships.  On Saturday, May 8

th
, Nour Abudamous and Rachelle Berania, qualified as individuals 

and as a doubles team representing Skyline at the California Community College Athletic Association 
(CCCAA) State Championships scheduled May 14

th
 – May 15

th
 at Pasadena City College. Abudamous is 

the 5
th
 seeded player in her singles draw and Berania is the 8

th
. As a doubles team Abudamous / Berania 

are seeded 4
th
. Best of luck to Nour, Rachelle and Coach Jan Fosberg this weekend. 

 
On Friday, May 7

th
 through Saturday, May 8

th
, the Skyline Baseball team played a hotly contested 3 game 

series against the Chabot College Gladiators falling 2 games to 1. In the opener on May 7
th
, Skyline 

scored 7 runs in the last three innings to beat Chabot by a score of 11-7. The Trojans were paced by all-
conference pitcher, Ben Ruder, who yielded just 1 run in 5 innings of work and all-conference outfielder, 
Lucas Hagberg, who homered and drove in 5 runs. On Saturday, May 8

th
, Skyline jumped out to an early 

3 run lead with the help of home runs by Will Klein and Cody Larson and was ahead 4-2 going into the 9
th
 

inning. The Gladiators, aided by some questionable calls by the home plate umpire, pushed 3 runs across 
in the 9

th
 to prevail by a score of 5-4.  In the nightcap, Skyline tied the game at 2-2 in the 5

th
 inning but 

were unable to contain Chabot who pushed across 4 more runs to defeat the Trojans 6-2. Skyline finished 
the season 23-16. Congratulations to Coach Dino Nomicos and the team on a great season. 

 
And thanks to Joe Morello for this colorful recap!  I am sure you all could tell this stuff is not in my voice. 

 

  



 

Ceramics students participate in California Conference for  
the Advancement of Ceramic Art 
Skyline Ceramics Students participated for the second time in the annual California Conference for the 
Advancement of Ceramic Art in Davis.  The three-day conference draws ceramics students from all over 
the region to put on a display of their colleges' artwork, and to attend over 50 exhibitions of colleges and 
universities from California and Oregon.  There were also many wonderful lectures by professional 
ceramics artists that included slide presentations and clay demonstrations.  Each school is provided a 
space in downtown Davis to transform into a gallery for the weekend.  Skyline's space was in a very large 

warehouse shared 
with 7 other 
colleges. The 
installation took 10 
hours and included 
painting pedestals, 
hanging lights and 
even building walls. 
Pieces were 
selected for the 
show from all levels 
of Skyline ceramics 
classes, including 
functional pieces as 
well as sculptures.  
Many Skyline 

Students attended the conference, and received funding for the conference from Associated Students 
through their membership in the Ceramics Club.  Thanks to Tiffany Schmierer for these shots of the 
installation at the show and of students Erika Peterson and Zan Truman with their sculptures. 

 
 
One more reflection on our 40th Anniversary—Taste of Skyline 
Here are some photos of our celebration last week, thanks to Bunton Clifford Architects, which provided a 
photographer for the event.  I thought you would enjoy seeing these. 
 

 



 

English Language Institute hosts successful Super Saturday 
On May 8

th
, nearly 60 second-language speakers from the community were able to come to Skyline 

College to apply, take placement tests, get an orientation, and make a counseling appointment.  Parents 
were able to leave their kids in the capable hands of Rayna Rodriguez and Kristina Brower at the Child 
Development Center, and this enabled the parents to spend the whole day completing the many 
activities.  Kenny Gonzalez led two orientations while Andy Davis and his staff conducted placement 
testing.  Minerva Velasquez assisted with G-numbers and application issues, Jocelyn Vila and May Zar 
were on hand for Financial Aid and EOPS questions, and ELI work study students Zena Tarasena and 
Claudia Paz assisted students with every step of the process.  Even Dave Jorgensen joined the fun as IT 
support, and the ELI also had help from students Wasan Hasan, Tatyana Romodina, Larysa Jacome, 
Gigi Wafik Mohammed Aly, Lamea Abuelrous, Rasmieh Alhor, Majd Salama, Cassidy Tai, and Long 
Chung.  The 
day would not 
have been 
possible, 
however, 
without the 
tireless efforts 
of Caroline 
Ocampo and 
Adolfo Leiva, 
who got 
the message 
out on three 
radio stations 
in the area. 
 Thanks to all of these people, Skyline showed the community how it can truly shine, and the smiles on 
people’s faces said it all.  Skyline looks forward to welcoming these new students in Summer and Fall.  
And thanks to Leigh Anne Sippel for the photos. 
 

 
College Budget Committee (CBC) update 
The College Budget Committee held its regular meeting on May 13, co-chaired by Academic Senate 
President Ray Hernandez and Director of Business Services Eloisa Briones.   
1. Tentative site allocation:  Eloisa Briones presented a comparison of the 2010-2011 site allocation 

used by CBC in developing the 2010-11 budget reduction strategies and the site allocation for the 
tentative budget. For the tentative, it is assumed that workload measures will not be reduced as they 
were in the current year. The FTES goal for 10/11 will be only 134 less than the 09/10 goal. The 
tentative site allocation also includes compensation adjustments and step and column increases, and 
redevelopment funds to offset the subsidy for the Child Development Center.  With these 
adjustments, the total budget reduction needed based on the tentative site allocation is $985,065 
compared to $1,722,149 under the CBC proposed budget. 

2. Updated Fund 1 Budget Reduction Strategies for FY 2010-11:  Eloisa did a similar comparison of 
the CBC proposed budget reduction strategies in December 2009 against the tentative. While some 
savings will be realized with recently announced retirements, these will be partially absorbed by a 
faculty transfer from a sister college and the incremental cost of converting a classified MESA 
coordinator position into a faculty position.  Furthermore, as a result of categorical reductions (BSI 
and DSPS) and expiring grants (IDRC, CTE, and Title VI), some positions charged to these 
categoricals and grants will be charged back to fund 1.  Overall, net savings total $858,945. This 
compared to $985,065 budget reductions needed will leave a balance of $126,120 which will be 
funded using the 2008-09 ending balance carry-over.  CBC unanimously approved the tentative 
budget for 2010-11.  

3. FTEF Allocation Committee Recommendation:  In December, the MESA director resigned leaving 
the position vacant. The state requires the college to have a full time MESA director to be in 
compliance. All other MESA programs throughout the state, including Canada College, are run by a 



faculty.  Vice President Regina Stanback Stroud consulted with Human Resources on how to make 
this a full time faculty position consistent with the position at Canada. Regina reported on the 
discussions among the FTEF Allocation Committee where this proposal was presented.  
Unanimously, it was recommended that Skyline hire a full-time faculty to fulfill the role of the MESA 
Director.  

4. Next meeting: May 27 
Prior minutes are archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/.      

 
 
Coming up… 

Friday, May 14 

        Badminton State Championship, Pasadena, Through May 15 

 LASO’s Skyline United Presents: A Night of Latin Music (A Concert Benefiting AB540 
Students), Theater, 7pm 

 
Tuesday, May 18 

                    Talisman Magazine, Awards Ceremony & Reading, Gallery, 12:30pm  

                    Last day of the Certification Review for Surgical Technologies, Building 7, Room 205, 6- 
 10pm 

 
 
Do you have a suggestion? 
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via 
the same box on the front page of our website at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html 

 
  

                 
 
 
Here is the Website Redesign Project e-Suggestion Box, for feedback on the new website,  

      

  

         
For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link:  

  

  
  

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites: 
·     The Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/  
·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/  
·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/  

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html
http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.ccleague.org/
http://www.rpgroup.org/
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB2285GFS3LB9
http://remark.smccd.edu/cgi-bin/rws4.pl?FORM=B72-WebsiteFeedbackSurveyv1
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB228J848UGSL


Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
 
 
 
----- 
Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 
President 
  
Skyline College 
  
3300 College Drive 
San Bruno, CA  94066 
650-738-4111 
  
www.SkylineCollege.edu 
morrowv@smccd.edu 
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