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there, a beautiful design was born and the construction
planning set in motion with XL Construction. And
slowly, but surely, the building rose up from Vista Point
as hundreds of individuals worked countless hours to
make it happen.

Environmental Science Building Opens with
Ribbon Cutting Event

Dr. Jackson concluded her remarks with a look to the
future:
“The Environmental Science Building or Building 12, is
about looking to the future. It quite literally encourages
us to look to the horizon and the world beyond this
campus. And, it encourages us to think big and dream
even bigger.”
Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photo by Scott Buschman
After two years of construction, the brand new
Environmental Science Building at Skyline College is
now open!

ACCJC Peer Review Team Visits Campus

Over 400 people celebrated the momentous occasion
at a ribbon cutting event on Tuesday, September 24
that hosted elected officials from across the region,
local community leaders, faculty, staff and lots of
students. The energy in the room was palpable as
attendees conducted self-guided tours to learn about
the environmental design of the building and check out
the state of the art classrooms and learning resources.
The zero-waste grand opening event ensured that no
waste was sent to landfills, thereby embodying the spirit
of social and environmental justice at the heart of the
building’s mission.

There was a lot of excitement around campus as the
accreditation peer review visit took place on September
30th to October 3rd. Eight representatives from other
California Community Colleges, plus Dr. Richard
Winn, President of the Accrediting Commission for
Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC), met with
dozens of individuals across the campus, including
students, faculty and staff. The visit went very well,
and Skyline College received a great deal of positive
feedback.

Speaking to all in attendance, Interim President Jackson
stated, “This college has always striven to be at the
forefront – to push against the status quo – and move
our institution forward together…This Environmental
Science Building stands as a symbol of that legacy.”
The Environmental Science Building project was years
in the making as teams from the district’s Facilities
Planning, Maintenance & Operations’ Division and
Skyline College worked closely with DES Architects to
determine what was needed in this new space and how
it could best serve students and our community. From

So what happens next? The peer review team will submit
its “External Evaluation Team Report” to the ACCJC, a
19-member decision-making body. This body will meet
in January 2020 to determine the accredited status of
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all the colleges reviewed during the current cycle. The
Commission will communicate its decision to Skyline
College via an action letter, approximately 30 days after
the January meeting.

Services Coordinator for Student Equity and Support
Programs, spoke about campus’ efforts in approaching
equity, including equity-related professional
development opportunities such as the Equity Institute
for external constituents.

While the College must wait until February 2020 to
read the official report, celebrations may commence
with the culmination of a monumental self-evaluation
and reflection process over the past two years. Hundreds
of Skyline College community members contributed to
this process and should take great pride in their role.

Dr. Luis Escobar, Dean of Counseling, Advising and
Matriculation, introduced the “Getting In” components
of the college’s redesign, including the High School
Liaison Program, the new-student counseling
experience and the annual Preview Day that introduces
Meta Majors to incoming students.

Accreditation Tri-Chairs Michele Haggar, William
Minnich and Karen Wong, along with Chief Editor
Nancy Kaplan-Biegel and Evidence Manager Belinda
Chan spearheaded the highly praised Institutional SelfEvaluation Report (ISER).

Attendees were provided with Skyline College
reference binders containing information about the
college, Meta Majors, degrees and certificate programs,
campus resources, student support programs, stepby-step instructions on how to apply for financial
aid, concurrent enrollment and more. High school
partners were also given posters to display at their high
schools with upcoming events particularly for incoming
students.

Article by Ingrid Vargas | Photo by Zaw Min Khant
High School Partners Breakfast

Based on survey results, attendees highly rated the
breakfast and agreed that it was “simply informative”
with a 100% response rate of “very likely” to attend
the event again in the future. One partner commented,
“the breakfast was greatly put together and we’re so
appreciative of everything that Skyline College does
for their students”.

The Outreach Office hosted the annual High School
Partners Breakfast at Skyline College on September
20, 2019.

The breakfast agenda also highlighted the Promise
Scholars Program, Financial Aid, Concurrent/Dual
Enrollment, Career Pathways, the Disability Resource
Center and Dream Center.

The breakfast attendees included 30 high school
counselors, administrators and district representatives
from the Jefferson Union, South San Francisco and San
Mateo Unified High School Districts. Representatives
from charter high schools in San Francisco were also in
attendance to hear Skyline College’s program updates,
new initiatives and intentional programming for
transitioning high school students.

The Outreach ambassador team, facilities members, and
presenters were Ellen Murray, Suzanne Poma, Patricia
Flores, Bianca Pineda, Kelly Li, Melissa Matthews
and Pamela Ortiz Cerda. Strategic Partnerships and
Workforce Development sponsored the breakfast.
The next High School Partners Breakfast will be held
fall 2020.

After a warm welcome by Dr. Angélica Garcia, Vice
President of Student Services, and Will Minnich,
Dean of Enrollment Services, Katrina Pantig, Program

Article by Jeremy Evangelista-Ramos | Photo by Grace
Beltran
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pedagogy. Students first learned about the protest from
a speaker with the Youth vs. Apocalypse movement
who visited Middle College on September 13th to
discuss their movement’s platform, agenda and planned
actions. Following the protest, Middle College juniors
considered the historical precedent of competition
for scarce resources in their U.S. History class with
a modern day reflection assignment, and the seniors
explored how to turn their raised awareness into action
with a workshop and brainstorming session on the Just
Transition framework.

Middle College Students Attend Global
Youth Climate Strike

This action comes at a pivotal moment in the climate
justice movement. The massive social movement that
the students contributed to was recognized globally
by the United Nations at the Climate Action Summit,
held on September 23rd. Speaking at the summit, youth
climate activist Greta Thunberg echoed the concerns of
many students when she said, “We will not let you get
away with this. Right here, right now is where we draw
the line. The world is waking up. And change is coming,
whether you like it or not.”

On September 20, 2019, Middle College students
responded to the call for action from youth activists
around the world to attend the Global Youth Climate
Strike. 30 juniors and seniors from Middle College
marched and spoke their minds at the Youth-Led
Climate Strike in downtown San Francisco. Over
40,000 people attended the rally in San Francisco with
over four million participating worldwide.
Middle College student Amadea Manalili is a student
activist who helped organize her classmates to attend
the protest. She said, “The rights to our land are
being challenged by massive institutional systems
such as colonialism and consumerism. The issue is all
encompassing. Solving climate change would solve so
many other problems as well.”

An exhibit of student photographs and protest signs
from the march is on display at Skyline Middle College,
located on the third floor of Building 2.
Article and Photo by Timothy Rottenberg
Middle College Back to School Night

When asked how attending the march felt, she replied,
“It was awesome. Uniting. Being a part of something
that everyone in the world was taking part in was an
experience that I cannot describe. I became aware of
a sense of cooperation and solidarity with the entire
human race as an organism sharing space in a sensitive
ecosystem.”
For many Middle College students, this was their
first exposure to taking direct public action. Having
the opportunity to use their voice and express their
concerns about the threat of climate change was an
empowering and impactful experience.

On September 24, 2019, the Middle College at Skyline
College hosted a Back to School Night for parents and
students.
32 parents, 21 current students, four alumni, SSFUSD
Board of Trustee Pat Murray and SMCCCD Board
President Maurice Goodman joined Middle College

The protest action was contextualized within the
curriculum at Middle College through service learning
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faculty, staff and administration to highlight the
program. Parents had the opportunity to meet with
their students’ teachers and learned about the Middle
College program as well as upcoming events for parents
and students.

Administration of Justice Student Awarded
$2,000 Scholarship by Daly City Police
Athletic League

The Strategic Partnerships and Workforce Development
Division, Outreach and the Bookstore donated to the
raffle held at the end of the night.
Article and Photo by Chris Gibson
Skyline College Administration of Justice student,
Orlando Rodriguez, was awarded a $2,000 scholarship
on July 29, 2019 at the 2019 DC-PAL fundraiser
banquet held at the Pomeroy Center in San Francisco.
Orlando was recognized by the Daly City Police
Department’s Police Athletic League (P.A.L.)
Organization for his educational and community
achievements while pursuing his career aspirations
in the fields of law enforcement and criminal justice.
A second award was made to Rolando Barba who is
attending San Jose State University (SJSU).

Five Trojans Named to Academic All-State
Team
Five Skyline College student athletes have been
named to the California Community College Athletic
Association (CCCAA) Academic All-State Team for
fall 2019. The student athletes are:
• Genevieve McVanner Rogers, Women’s Soccer
• Sierra Olsen, Women’s Soccer
• Alejandro Verdin, Men’s Soccer
• Makaena Gee, Women’s Volleyball
• Janice Luong, Women’s Volleyball

The Daly City PAL, a partnership involving community
leaders and the Daly City Police Department, is
a volunteer organization dedicated to supporting,
inspiring, and helping young people to become healthy,
social, and caring individuals through athletics since
1957. ADMJ Professor Steve Aurilio, who is a member
of the Daly City PAL board, instituted the Daly City
PAL Educational Foundation (PAL-Ed) in 2007 as an
auxiliary component of the PAL organization to help
provide financial assistance to career-minded students
who are interested in the justice field. This year’s is
the fourteenth scholarship to be awarded to a Skyline
College Administration of Justice student.

The criteria for nomination are:
•
•
•

Participation in an intercollegiate sport during fall
2018 or earlier.
Successfully completing 24 or more units starting
with their first participation through summer 2019.
Achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher for
all units attempted from their first participation
through summer 2019.

Students nominated are automatically selected to the
All-State Team once the CCCAA confirms that all
the criteria have been met. Congratulations to these
deserving students on their wonderful accomplishments
both in the classroom and on the court, field and mat.

To qualify, students must be interested in a criminal
justice career and either be a graduating high school
senior or enrolled in a college Administration of Justice
Studies Program. They must also have a qualifying
GPA, have performed community service work and
undergo an interview.

Article by Joe Morello
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Oregon and Nevada participated in one of the largest
intercollegiate speech and debate tournaments hosted
by San Francisco State University. Students had the
opportunity to showcase talents in over 15 different
categories of speech and debate events. The community
welcomed the Skyline College Forensic team with open
arms and were excited to add an additional school to
the Northern California Forensics Association.

Coastal Cleanup Day

Trojans competed in team debate on day one. The team
of Isabella Perez and Joedel Penaranda competed in
five preliminary rounds. The team of Benjamen Gao
and Zane Chang advanced to elimination rounds and
finished the tournament as finalists, taking 1st place in
the novice parliamentary debate category. Benjamen
Gao finished in the top 10 speakers for the novice
division placing 3rd.

On September 21, 2019, Skyline College joined the
Pacific Beach Coalition and community members at
Linda Mar Beach in Pacifica to participate in California
Coastal Cleanup Day 2019.
Students from TRiO, the Women’s Mentoring and
Leadership Academy (WMLA) and the Proficiency
in American Culture and English (PACE) Learning
Community as well as members from faculty and
administration met on a beautiful Saturday morning
and spent two hours picking up trash in the area
surrounding Linda Mar Beach. The group also picked
up more than 100 cigarette butts as they pitched in for
a cleaner community.

On the second day, two students competed in individual
debate: Dianne Argueta competed in three preliminary
rounds. Joedel Penaranda advanced to elimination
rounds, and placed in the top 25% of the field earning
bronze.
On the last day, students Dianne Argueta and Eduardo
Unisa competed in individual events. Both students
competed in Impromptu where they are given a random
prompt or quotation and have only two minutes to
prepare a five minute speech.

Article by Chris Gibson | Photo by Chris Mraz

Traditionally tournaments will hand out actual
medals and trophies, but SFSU awards students with
succulents and plants, emphasizing sustainability and
attempting to limit plastic consumption and waste
while representing growth. Students who compete in
forensics are pushed to expand research, analytical and
performative skills.

Forensics Team Wins Big at Season Opener!

Language Arts Dean Chris Gibson, Communication
Studies Professors Joann Babin and Sage Russo came
out to support the students.
Article by Lindsey Ayotte

The Skyline College Forensic team competed in
the Golden Gate Season Opener tournament that
spanned over the course of three consecutive days. 23
schools from across the Bay Area, Southern California,
6
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Walawalkar, Alvin Gubatina, Ryan Samn, Liza Erpelo,
the Kababayan Learning Community, and students
Alexa Julaton, Marianne Millena, Ysabelle Nazareno,
Michael Sagum and TA/Fulbright Fellow Joedel
Penaranda.

Students Create and Celebrate Filipinx
American History Month Mini-Museums!

Article and Photo by Janice Sapigao
BAEC Hosts Delegation from Republic of
South Korea

Two mini-museum displays curated by the students of
the English 103: Pilipinx Cultural Night (PCN) class
are available for viewing beginning on Tuesday, October
8 until Thursday, October 31. The national theme for
this year is “Pinay Visionaries – Celebrating Filipina
American Women” as determined by the Filipinx
American National Historical Society (FANHS).

On September 4, 2019, the Bay Area Entrepreneur
Center (BAEC) welcomed a delegation of esteemed
public officials and entrepreneurs from the Republic
of South Korea to discuss the unique programs and
initiatives at Skyline College and throughout the
District. The delegation was received by BAEC staff,
the Business Education and Professional Programs
Division, the Global Learning Programs & Services
Division and Enterprise Operations at both Cañada
College and College of San Mateo.

Two displays created entirely by students is available
for viewing:
The display at the Library entrance in Building
5 features contemporary artists, cultural objects
recommended books and movies and Filipino tribal
designs. Also featured are two interactive elements: a
‘Flip the Script’ section that allows viewers to learn the
indigenous alphabet called Baybayin, and QR codes
linking viewers to Pinay rappers’ music videos and
educational websites with further information.

The meeting featured an engaging discussion about
the spirit of entrepreneurship and the importance of
access to hands-on resources for students and members
of the college community. The group also listened to
presentations that highlighted robust international
student offerings and opportunities for future
partnerships. BAEC was one stop on their visit, as part
of the U.S. State Department’s premiere International
Visitor Leadership Program, where the distinguished
group set out to learn more about the future of the U.S.
– Korea Free Trade Agreement. BAEC appreciates the
opportunity to participate in international relations as
visits such as this furthers our commitment to empower
and transform a global community of learners.

The display at the Student Life office in Building 6
features photographs and micro interviews featuring
Pinay tattoo artists and their art, as well as Pinays with
personally meaningful tattoos and batok. Also featured
are photos of Skyline College staff and faculty: English
Professor Liza Erpelo, Counselor Kim Davalos, College
of San Mateo Counselor Doris Garcia and Student
Life Manager Alvin Gubatina.
The displays were made possible by organizers Pia
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There are ample opportunities for Skyline College
faculty to get engaged with ZTC and create, edit and
apply open education resources in their courses. The
ZTC Task Force is accepting 2019-2020 academic year
applications for support in transitioning courses to a
zero textbook cost model.

CTTL Shines at Zero Textbook Cost Degree
Summit

Article and Photo by Rolin Moe
Partnering for Empowerment

On September 6, 2019, The Skyline College Center
for Transformative Teaching and Learning (CTTL)
presented at the Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) Degree
Summit the results of a grant-funded project to make
the A.S. in Respiratory Care a ZTC degree program.
Ame Maloney, Faculty Services Librarian, and Bianca
Rowden-Quince, Instructional Designer, provided
quantitative and qualitative measures to illustrate the
impact the 22 ZTC courses associated with the A.S. in
Respiratory Care have had on Skyline College students.

On Friday, September 30, 2019, the Learning Center
(TLC) collaborated with Health Services to host its
first-ever ongoing training centered on developing
trauma-sensitive academic support services. Led
by personal counselor Perry Chen, over 50 student
employees and TLC staff members joined to learn about
and understand the effects of trauma. Chen’s workshop
material covered the basics of trauma, examples of
what to do when working with students who have
experienced trauma, and how to navigate conversations
about trauma. In addition, TLC staff learned more
about how to connect students to mental health and
other resources both on and in the local community.

The courses developed under this grant include
seven prerequisite courses and 15 core courses in the
Respiratory Care Program. Having launched the
ZTC-enabled program in 2018, three-year projections
estimate that 223 sections will be offered because of
this project, impacting nearly 5,500 students and saving
these students more than $1.35 million.
ZTC has been successful at Skyline College, according
to Maloney and Rowden-Quince, because of the synergy
of support resource development, resource adoption and
amplification of the pedagogical benefits of teaching
and learning through open education resources. This
strength was echoed by a student who, upon completing
some of the Respiratory Care coursework, stated, “ZTC
is an amazing system just based upon accessibility and
reduced cost. College is already so expensive and the
cost of some textbooks, especially ones used in science,
is outrageous. I really like ZTC and feel it’s just a matter
of getting used to the format.”

The idea of incorporating trauma-informed practices
into current services came as a direct result of Learning
Commons staff participation in Skyline College’s Equity
Training Series (ETS) in Spring 2019. During ETS,
staff participants from the Learning Commons resolved
to evolve programs and practices with a trauma-sensitive
lens.
The Learning Center provides authentic employment
experience and professional development opportunities
for numerous student employees and staff.
Article by Josh Lindo | Photo by Chelssee De Barra
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of the artwork are also on sale. Another reception in
November is being planned to showcase more art and
live performances by students.

CIPHER Hip Hop Learning Community Takes
Over Kizler Coffee

The event was made possible by Josh Kizler, owner of
Kizler Coffee; Nicole Orellana, CIPHER student/
Kizler Coffee manager; Soledad McCarthy and her
HTM 140 class; Grace Beltran, Janice Sapigao and
Webster Cruz who created the beautiful mural; Sarina
O’Gilvie and the volunteers. Russell Waldon, Dean of
Global Learning Programs and Services, gave the warm
welcome remarks. Michael Kane, Dean of Business,
Education and Professional Programs Division, and
Chris Gibson, Dean of Language Arts, came to show
their support for the students.

The Center for Innovative Practices through Hip
Hop Education & Research (CIPHER) Learning
Community celebrated the opening reception of
their Visual Art Gallery titled “Way Back Home”
at Kizler Coffee in Pacifica on October 5, 2019.
CIPHER students from Counseling 100 and English
105 produced artwork that centered around their
understanding of identity and intersectionality, and their
definitions of home and community.

Article by Nate Nevado | Photos by Tia Samn
Global Internship Summer 2019 Cohort
Shares their Experiences Abroad

The opening reception was a huge success; students,
faculty, administrators and community members came
to celebrate student stories and experiences through art,
music and live performances.
The HTM 140: Event Planning class led by Soledad
McCarthy transformed the coffee shop into a CIPHER
Visual Art Gallery and provided the food for the
evening.
“I had this amazing feeling that the night at Kizler gave
students and even guests a breakthrough. That night, as
well as the place itself, will be memorable for everyone
because that is where they began to pursue their dreams
and passions,” said CIPHER student Nhikkie Sagum.

On August 16, 2019, students who participated in
the Summer 2019 Global Internship Program shared
their experience interning abroad for two months with
students, faculty, staff and members of the community.
The event was held in the Bayview Alcove at the College
of San Mateo.

“I learned by being part of this Visual Art Gallery
that if I give myself a chance to begin something and
to be someone, I give myself a better chance at being
successful,” said CIPHER student Marge Cruz.
The CIPHER Visual Art Gallery is open to the public
from now until the end of November at Kizler Coffee
located at 330 Palmetto Avenue, Pacifica, CA. Some
9
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College of San Mateo the opportunity to participate
in two-month academic internships around the world
in a variety of fields such as business and marketing,
engineering, health sciences, communications, computer
science, social work and more. This past summer, 19
students interned in the following cities around the
world: Santiago, Prague, Dublin, Madrid, Cape Town,
Hong Kong, New York, and here in the San Francisco
Bay Area.

Study Abroad Program Prepares to Send
Students to Barcelona, Spain

In addition to hands-on learning in supervised, academic
internships, students enrolled in a 3-unit Skyline
College course—Global Identity and Professional
Development—taught by Skyline College Sociology
Professor Rika Fabian. This course was designed to
provide global interns a structured opportunity to
understand, reflect on, and articulate their multi-layered
experiences in their host country, as well as to develop
their professional portfolio. Michelle Pineda, a student
at Cañada College who interned at Be Madrid this
summer, explained that she “became more confident
with [her] career aspirations, gained international
connections, and real-life experience.”

On August 17, 2019, the San Mateo County Community
College District (SMCCCD) Study Abroad Program
participated in the Northern California Study Abroad
Consortium (NCSAC) Pre-Departure Orientation at
Diablo Valley College in Pleasant Hill. The orientation
was in preparation for students’ upcoming semester
abroad in Barcelona, Spain. SMCCCD sent 13 students
to Barcelona for the Fall 2019 semester as part of a
cohort of 88 students from the consortium. Faculty and
students departed for Barcelona on September 7, 2019
and will return December 6, 2019. Other participating
districts include Contra Costa Community College
District, Los Rios Community College District and
Santa Rosa Junior College. The program is offered in
partnership with the American Institute for Foreign
Study (AIFS). SMCCCD has participated in the
consortium since 1986.

Many students who participated in the SMCCCD
Global Internship Program received scholarships toward
their program fees, made possible by the generous
support of the Skyline College President’s Innovation
Fund and the California Community Colleges Strong
Workforce Program.
Skyline College student Jaron Dow, Cañada College
student Martov Alvarez, and College of San Mateo
students Aaron Wilson and Malik Griffin, all received
the U.S. Department of State’s prestigious Benjamin A.
Gilman International Scholarship to participate in the
Global Internship Program.

This fall semester, students in the program will have
the opportunity to take courses in Spanish, Linguistics,
History, Biology, and English. Cañada College Spanish
professor, Monica Malamud, will teach four courses in
Barcelona: Intro to Linguistics, Spanish Conversation
through Film, Spanish for Heritage Speakers, and
Spanish Life and Culture. Students enrolled in her
courses have expressed excitement to improve their
Spanish while being immersed in the language and
culture of Spain. Malamud has arranged to hold many
of her classes inside the museums of Barcelona.

The Global Internship Program is a part of SMCCCD
Study Abroad, housed in the Global Learning Programs
and Services Division at Skyline College.
Article and Photo by Stephanie Wells

Leila Rofii from College of San Mateo received the
prestigious U.S. Department of State’s Benjamin
A. Gilman International Scholarship and the AIFS
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Ambassador scholarship. Lucia Moock and Rodrigo
Cuellar from Skyline College and Christopher Knoblock
from College of San Mateo were selected to receive
scholarships from AIFS. As part of their scholarships,
they will share their experiences in Barcelona with fellow
students when they return to campus next semester.

The next ISP event will be its signature fall event,
International Education Week, from November 18-21,
2019. The ever-popular International Food Festival will
be held during that week as well.
Article and Photo by Clair Yeo-Sugajski

SMCCCD Study Abroad is the district-wide study
abroad program housed in the Global Learning
Programs and Services Division at Skyline College.

The Learning Center Open House Welcomes
Hundreds

Article and Photo by Stephanie Wells
International Student Program (ISP) Hosts
New Student Welcome Bonfire!

On August 28 and 29, 2019 the Skyline College
Learning Commons (Learning Center & Library)
welcomed hundreds of students for its second bi-annual
Learning Commons Open House and Tour Week. The
campus community was invited to learn more about
Learning Commons programs and services as well as
meet representatives from programs housed within the
Learning Commons.

The International Student Program (ISP) hosted a
welcome bonfire for all students at Ocean Beach in San
Francisco on August 30, 2019. The event was attended
by Russell Waldon, Dean of Global Learning Programs
and Services, ISP staff and students both domestic and
international.

Visitors received personalized tours of the Learning
Commons spaces and programs and were invited to
have complimentary refreshments. Over 600 students
participated in the group tour experience. Over 200
other students, staff, and faculty also stopped by to say
hello and grab a treat.

As students gathered around the firepit, Wissem
Bennani, Program Manager for ISP, kicked off the event
by lighting the bonfire. Students were then introduced
to the ultimate bonfire snack, s’mores! It proved to be a
hit as students kept coming back for more of the sweet
treat. Students bonded over playing soccer, taking photos
and music. Despite the initial grey skies, it became the
perfect weather for a bonfire. Soon, the sun began to set,
and students gathered one last time to watch it go down,
taking numerous photos of the beautiful sunset.

The Learning Commons will host another Learning
Commons Tour Week for the Spring 2020 semester
from January 27-31. As always, requests for tours before
or after these dates are welcom and accomodated.
To view all photos from the event, please visit: tinyurl.
com/LearningCommonsOpenHouseDays
Article by Chelssee De Barra and Marisa Thigpen | Photo
by Maya Thigpen Carmody
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The scholarship aims to enable women to pursue courses
of study that they would otherwise be unable to due
to limited financial means. Up to 15 scholarships are
given annually to female students pursuing their first
undergraduate degree or certificate program, graduating
high school senior or returning student planning to
attend a college in the San Mateo County Community
College District (Cañada College, College of San
Mateo, and Skyline Community College) and must
demonstrate financial need. The selection committee
looks for academic promise, women who have
demonstrated that they are committed to obtaining an
education, and personal characteristics such as honesty,
good judgment and perseverance. This program was
established in 2007 through a generous gift from Marie
A. Calderilla who believed deeply in the importance of
education.

Engineering Students Receive Prestigious
Scholarship for Women in STEM

Over the summer, Skyline College students Christal
Nevarez and Marie Kyla Perez were awarded the Marie
A. Calderilla Scholarship from the Silicon Valley
Community Foundation. They will both receive up to
$15,000 over the course of three semesters.
Both Christal and Marie are role models for STEM
students at Skyline College. They are active members
in student-driven engineering communities including
MESA (Math Engineering Science Achievement), and
the Engineering and Technology Scholars Learning
Community.

Article by Maryam Khan
Biotechnology Conference Drives
Partnerships

Christal (pictured right) is pursuing Environmental
Engineering. She is a Peer Instructional Leader,
tutoring and leading Academic Excellence workshops
designed to enhance the learning experience in STEM
courses and increase academic engagement and
success for concurrent students in calculus, accelerated
trigonometry and pre-calculus. Serving as President of
Skyline College’s Women and Science and Engineering
Represent! (WISER!) club, Christal has led workshops
and group discussions to empower her fellow female
STEM students.
Marie (pictured left) is studying Computer Science
and works as a student assistant for the Skyline College
Office of Marketing, Communications and Public
Relations (MCPR) where she designs promotional
materials and helps manage Skyline College’s website
content. Marie recently participated in the Study
Abroad Program, which brought her to Brazil where
she studied the Brazilian roots of hip hop. She is also
Commissioner of Publicity for the Associated Students
of Skyline College (ASSC).
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On September 28, 2019, Skyline College
Biomanufacturing partnered with the Bay Area
Biotechnology Education Community (BABEC)
to host the BABEC fall Conference 2019. Over
100 high school and community college bioscience
educators and stakeholders from across the Bay Area
and other parts of California attended the conference.
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The Biomanufacturing program, Science Math and
Technology division as well as Strategic Partnerships
and Workforce Development division partnered with
BABEC to host the conference. The event was made
possible by sponsorships and grants provided by the
California Community Colleges, Biorad and Genentech.
Attending and tabling were students representing the
Skyline College Biomanufacturing Club, the West Coast
Student Chapter PDA, the Biolink Depot, BioSCOPE
and Carlmont HS biomanufacturing group.
Dr. Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza,
Vice President of Instruction,
welcomed the conference
attendees to Skyline College
and the new Building 12.
The BABEC team featured
their updated bioscience
curriculum and introduced
their new initiatives for the
2019-20 school year, which
includes a collaboration with
Genentech, and an expansion
project funded by the National
Science Foundation. The
Regional K12 Strong Workforce Program (K12 SWP)
team provided an introduction to the initiative and K12
SWP grantees shared how they plan to use the funding
to develop talent for a stronger biotech workforce in the
Bay Area.
In the BABEC tradition of creating a community for Bay
Area bioscience educators, attendees were able to break
out into regional groups to design collaborative pathways
to biotech careers. With a strong mix of professionals
representing colleges, high schools, administration,
industry and nonprofits, the regional breakout groups
formed cross-functional teams that focused on taking
a diversified approach to building successful bioscience
programs in California.
As a result of their community work, attendees agreed
that exposure to life science or STEM careers should
start at an early age. Consequently, educators need
access to updated innovative curriculum and support

in introducing students to biotech careers. The annual
kickoff meeting by BABEC provides this support. The
Bioscience educators were given a special presentation
on how to easily align biotech lessons with NGSS by
Kirk Brown, author of the text book “Biotechnology:
A laboratory Skills Course” and Director of STEM
Programs at San Joaquin County Office of Education.
BABEC staff demonstrated their up-to-date curriculum
and classroom support available to all local Bay area high
schools. BABEC collaborates with community colleges
like Skyline College and Laney College in order to
provide materials to the high school in our initiative
called BioSCOPE. BABEC looks forward to convening
the bioscience community again to continue strategizing
on how to support science teachers and inspire students
for science careers.
The Skyline Biotechnology Manufacturing program
will continue their work with community college,
high school and baccalaureate partners in order to
form a strong connection for students to matriculate
from the high school to community college and onto
to bachelor’s in biomanufacturing programs. This
connection is bolstered by forming partnerships with
local industry like Genenetech, non profits like BABEC,
Governmental bodies like SSF, high schools and
Bachelors programs. The BioScope project (for which
Skyline College just submitted an NSF grant proposal)
allows the community college manufacturing programs
to produce “biotechnology” laboratory materials used in
high schools. We hope to show high school students that
Skyline College programs have relevant work experience
that will allow them to compete for jobs while they are
in school.
Visit Skyline College Biotechnology Manufacturing
on Instagram and Facebook. In June 2020, Skyline
College plans to partner with Madison Area Technical
College, Solano Community College (NIIMBL and
NSF) to convene a workforce summit for advanced
manufacturing of cell and tissue based pharmaceuticals.
Article and Photo by Nick Kapp
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obtain a patent on ideas they are developing in the lab.
Dr. Hill suggested contacting local law schools who have
free clinics willing to help students learn more about and
apply for patents.

Biotechnology Students Attend Genentech
Lecture

Article by Catherine Capitana & Nick Kapp | Photo by Nick Kapp

Biotechnology Students Network on the
Future of Food

On September 4, 2019, the Skyline College
Biotechnology 150 class attended “Never Tell Her
the Odds,” a lecture by Genentech Vice President of
Intellectual Property Dr. Laurie Hill at the Carlmont
High School Biotechnology Institute.
Dr. Hill shared a fantastic and inspiring view on life and
professionalism - one informed by defying the odds. She
said, “Never take no for an answer. Are you going to
listen to what people will tell you or will you craft your
destiny even if you cannot see the path...to get there?”

On September 15, 2019, the Biotechnology students
from Skyline College’s BTEC 400 and BTEC 210
classes took a field trip to the Embarcadero center
in San Francisco to attend a talk at GABA (German
American Business Association). GABA invited four
local biotechnology companies to talk about how they
started and how new food biotechnology companies
operate.

While she was a postdoc, she was told that her ideas
would never work, but she continued her experiments
and ultimately published her results in Science, one of
the premier scientific journals. She was also in a bike
and car accident, sustained many injuries and was told
she had a slim chance of walking again. She beat those
odds, too.

Babak Kusha talked about how his company can support
startup biotechnology companies in obtaining their first
patents and protecting their intellectual property. He
described the process of getting a patent its importance
for beginning companies.

In addition to her courage and perserverance, Dr. Hill’s
curiosity and willingness to learn new things was another
inspiring quality students learned about her. She said it
keeps her job fun and propels her to do more each day.
This has led her to study immunology in high school,
the effects of apoptosis and cancer in her postdoctoral
studies, and law.
After the lecture, students asked her how they might

Dr. Nick Legendre from New Age Meats talked about
how they are developing sustainably to replace meat in
diets. New Age Meats’ notable product is $20,000 worth
of breakfast sausages from cultured cells.
Dr. Chris Davis of Impossible Foods, one of the most
successful biotechnology food companies in the world,
14
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said their “Impossible” burgers are in many fast food
restaurants and in local grocery stores. At least four
of Skyline College alumni are currently working for
Impossible Foods.

their networking skills in preparation. After the event,
students stayed to network with sponsors and speakers.
Skyline College student Catherine Capitana is shown
speaking with Sangita Ghosh, the Vice President of
Pharmaceutical Development and Manufacturing at
Spruce Biosciences. Catherine learned about working
in biotechnology, stating, “I got some good advice about
having a can-do attitude during the interview, and that
we should align ourselves with business goals. We should
find a mentor who can coach and guide us through
our career. I especially like the advice that if you have
ambition, you should follow your ambition; to not be the
harsh voice in the room that can hold yourself back.” The
biotechnology students also in attendance were Pricsilla
Sanchez-Pena and Christine Ann Aquino.

The Good Food Institute, represented by Blake Byrne,
is interested in developing more sustainable foods using
biotechnology by funding cultured meat and vegan food
development. They encouraged students to apply for a
grant if they want to start their own companies.
Skyline College students were very excited about the
talks and stayed for about an hour afterward, networking
and asking questions. Jason said, “I learned how
companies must protect their intellectual property. If
someone copies your patent to start making and selling
a product, then you need to send your lawyers over to
stop them.” Catherine asked Impossible foods if they
are going to go into schools. The company replied
that while they are looking into providing this healthy
alternative, the price point is not ideal for students at
this time, adding that future editions of their burgers will
hopefully be more affordable.

During the event, the panel talked about their personal
background, how they got their start in biotechnology
and their positions in their biopharmaceutical
companies. The major topic they focused on was being
a woman in biotechnology and being in charge of a
biotechnology company. While being a woman may
have some disadvantages in the workforce, they all
emphasized that women can do executive level work
and that more women should be in leadership positions
in biotechnology. Dr. Ghosh, a head of manufacturing
herself, shared her stories of realizing how deserving she
is as a woman to have a leadership role in the workforce.

GABA gave the Biotechnology Manufacturing classes
complimentary registration. Genentech also provided
support that fully funded one class and allowed all
Biotechnology classes to attend the event.
Article by Arlyne Bautista | Photo By Nick Kapp

Parenteral drugs are those that are administered
elsewhere in the body than the mouth and alimentary
canal. While the manufacture of drugs is an exacting
science, drugs that go directly into the blood have
stricter requirements in order to be safe. The PDA is a
professional organization that connects people, science,
and regulation of the manufacture and marketing of
parenteral drugs. This group works directly with federal
regulators and drug companies to ensure current Good
Manufacturing Practice (cGMP). Members of the
PDA publish journals, monographs and hold training
sessions in order to ensure that its members who work
for pharmaceutical companies are producing safe and
effective drugs.

Students Attend 4th Annual Women in LifeScience Event

The West Coast Chapter of the Parenteral Drug
Association (PDA) held its 4th Annual Women in LifeScience event on August 22, 2019 on the Genentech
campus in South San Francisco. Skyline College
students were invited to be a part of it and worked on
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Skyline College Featured in KQED Report

On June 26, 2019, KQED’s California Report featured
Skyline College student Marjorie Blen, English professor
Lucia Lachmayr and English professor Katie Hern in
“In Move Away From Remedial Classes, California
Community Colleges Roll Out More Transfer-Level
Alternatives.” The report focuses on how colleges are
responding to AB705, state legislation that requires
colleges to help all English Language Learners (ELL)
complete transfer level English within three years and
to help all non-ELL students complete transfer-level
English within one year.
Read or listen to the full piece online at KQED’s
Website.
Article by Chris Gibson | Photo by Raquel Maria Dillon
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50th Anniversary Exhibition
October 28 - December 4, 2019
Art Gallery, Building 1
Visit facebook.com/skygallery
for gallery hours

50th Anniversary Barbecue
Monday, November 4, 2019
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Main Quad, in front of Building 6

A Legacy of Achievement
Gala Fundraiser: 50th
Anniversary Celebration
Friday, November 15, 2019
6:00 p.m. VIP Reception | 7:00 p.m. Gala
The Farallon Room, Building 12
Reserve tickets on skylinecollege.edu/50

UPCOMING EVENTS
Meta Major Week
October 21 - 25, 2019
Visit bit.ly/metamajorweek

Health Fair
October 23, 2019 | 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6

CIPHER Art & Product Exhibition
October 21 - 25, 2019
Kizler Coffee Shop
330 Palmetto Ave., Pacifica, CA 94044

Study Abroad Reception & Luncheon
October 23, 2019 | 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202
RSVP to wellss@smccd.edu

Wherever There’s a Fight: A History of
Civil Liberties in California Exhibit
October 22 - 25, 2019
Library, Building 5

Meet Your Meta Major Fair
October 24, 2019 | 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6

Bones Exhibit
October 22, 2019 | 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Building 7, Room 7-110
Careers with Children Job Fair
October 22, 2019 | 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6
Human Library
October 23, 2019
Library, Building 5

Lessons from Abroad
Study Abroad Re-Entry Conference
October 26, 2019 | 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Building 6
Science in Action Lecture Series
October 29, 2019
November 4, 12, 19, 26, 2019
December 3, 10, 2019
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Building 7, Room 7-106
17

Get Work Wednesday
October 30, 2019
November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2019
December 4, 2019
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6
Empty Bowls Fundraiser
November 6, 2019 | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6
Learning Communities Career Night
November 13, 2019 | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Building 6
International Education Week
November 18 - 22, 2019 | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6
Guitar Ensemble Concert
November 24, 2019 | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Skyline College Theater

