President’s Report to the Board of Trustees
Dr. Jannett Jackson

Skyline College hosted a legislative staff site visit on October 16, 2019.
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Planning Aaron McVean and Project Director, Promise
Scholars Program Replication Lauren Ford; and the
23 Skyline College faculty, staff, and administrators
who shared their passion and experience on program
implementation and replication efforts.

Legislative Staff Site Visit from Sacramento

Article by Jannett Jackson | Photos by Mia Coo
Fall 2019 Promise Scholars Program –
CUNY ASAP Convening

Skyline College received a request from Dr. Laura
Metune, Vice Chancellor of Government Relations
from the California Community College State
Chancellor’s Office, to host a legislative staff site visit.
Skyline College was selected because it is considered a
leader within the community college system.

On October 17-18, 2019, Skyline College hosted
the Fall 2019 Promise Scholars Program – City
University of New York (CUNY) Accelerated Studies
in Associates Programs (ASAP) Convening. This
convening was a vital component of the Promise
Scholars Program (PSP) Replication project partially
funded by the California Community Colleges
Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO) Award for Innovation
in Higher Education grant. Organized by Lauren Ford,
Project Director for the PSP Replication, the site visit
included teams from the three San Mateo County
Community College District colleges (Cañada College,
College of San Mateo, and Skyline College) along with
Cuesta College, Lake Tahoe Community College, and
Pasadena City College who are planning for replication
of the PSP. The PSP is recognized replication of the
CUNY ASAP model.

The Chancellor’s Office made the commitment to
legislative staff that these visits observe how colleges
operate. The day started with a campus tour by
three students from the Promise Scholars Program
followed by a six hour meeting focusing on the
Promise Scholars Program, the Accelerated Study
in Associate Programs (ASAP) model, Guided
Pathways, the Strong Workforce Program and AB
705 Implementation within the rubric of the Skyline
College’s Comprehensive Redesign.
The team of 17 consisted of various legislative offices
that include members of the Chancellor’s Office, the
Foundation Success Center, the Legislative Analysts’
Office, the Governor’s Office and the Department of
Finance.
We received a letter of thanks from Governor Gavin
Newsom based on the feedback he received from those
in attendance. I also want to thank District Office
staff who participated, Chief of Staff Mitch Bailey
and Vice Chancellor of Educational Services and
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Working in collaboration with the CUNY ASAP
Replication Team, Skyline College created an
informative, robust, and engaging experience that
included two tracks: one for counseling faculty, PSP
leads/directors and PSP staff, and one for college
leadership (presidents, vice presidents, and deans).
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The leadership track included in-depth conversations
about balancing student to counselor ratios by
integrating across programs such as EOPS, TRiO, and
Learning Communities, programmatic considerations,
data and reporting, collaborating with instruction, and
strategic funding and sustainability. The counseling
teams completed an in-depth training facilitated
by the CUNY ASAP Advisor Training Team and
supported by Skyline College PSP counseling faculty.
The counseling training started with an overview of the
history of CUNY ASAP, a grounding discussion about
equity in counseling, a review of the ASAP model, and
case studies to identify the ways in which SMCCCD
faculty and staff can apply the ASAP model within the
PSP.

in France. The luncheon and reception, with over 80
attendees, was a celebration of international education
and its role in empowering and transforming a global
community of learners. The luncheon was also a part
of Skyline College’s Meta Major Week Events under
Business, Entrepreneurship & Management.
Dr. Jackson shared some of the milestones that the
Study Abroad Program has achieved in the last several
years, including recognition by the U.S. Department
of State as the top-producing community college in
California of the Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship,
raising $20,000 in Study Abroad scholarships through
the Community Travel Program, launching the Global
Internships Program, opening the Skyline College
Passport Office, and receiving a grant from the
Embassy of France in Washington D.C. to implement
Campus France, a new transfer abroad opportunity for
SMCCCD students to transfer to the Rennes School of
Business in France to complete their Bachelor’s degree.

The CUNY ASAP team included Mary Hiebert, Clara
Chen, Amy Prince, Elizabeth Rincon, and Lesley
Leppert. Kim Davalos, Kent Gomez, Ellen Murray,
Marisol Quevedo, Lizette Bricker, Priscilla Menjivar,
Allie Fasth, Ray Hernandez, Chris Gibson, Zahra
Mojtahedi, Angélica Garcia, Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza,
and Aaron McVean helped develop engaging activities
for participants.

The Consul General shared his own experience
studying abroad and spoke about the importance of
building intercultural competencies in today’s global
economy and workforce. Ms. Jouanin spoke about the
new Campus France Program, recipient of the 20192020 Skyline College President’s Innovation Fund,
and opportunities for SMCCCD students to transfer
abroad to the Rennes School of Business in France.

Article by Lauren Ford and Aaron McVean | Photo by
Ricardo Coronado
Study Abroad Luncheon Hosts Consul
General of France in San Francisco

A highlight of the event was hearing from SMCCCD
Study Abroad alumni about their experiences abroad.
College of San Mateo alumna Elizabeth Ramirez, via
video call from Southern California, shared how her
experience studying abroad in Florence in 2016 shaped
her career path and led to her current position at the
Hispanic Scholarship Fund. Skyline College alumni
and current Rennes School of Business students Angelo
Domagas and Laurel Lujan via video call from France
spoke about their adjustment process and classes.
Current College of San Mateo students Aaron Wilson
and Malik Griffin spoke about their experiences
participating in Global Internships in Hong Kong over
the summer and the process of applying for scholarships,
and Skyline College students Ms. Fountaine and April

On October 23, 2019, Skyline College Interim
President Dr. Jannett Jackson welcomed Emmanuel
Lebrun-Damiens, Consul General of France in San
Francisco, and Caroline Jouanin and Monica Medina,
representatives from the Rennes School of Business
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Hubert shared their experiences studying abroad in
Brazil and South Africa as STEM students.

programs opened on October 30, and several programs
immediately began to fill.

These opportunities blend with Skyline College’s
mission to empower and transform a global community
of learners and its goal to make high-impact practices
and transformative educational experiences like
studying and interning abroad accessible for all students
who wish to participate.

The Community Travel Program was created as a
way for Skyline College to connect with the larger
community of San Mateo County, as well as to help
our students live and learn in other countries. For many
college students, study abroad is a special goal of their
undergraduate years; however, financially, the experience
is often out of reach. With the Community Travel
Program, $500 (tax-deductible) of each participant’s
registration fee goes directly into the SMCCCD
Foundation for Study Abroad Scholarship Fund,
helping to make transformative global opportunities
more accessible for our students.

SMCCCD Study Abroad is the district-wide study
abroad program housed in the Global Learning
Programs and Services Division at Skyline College.
Article by Stephanie Wells | Photo by Zaid Ghori

The Community Travel Program is part of the
SMCCCD Study Abroad Program—a district-wide
study abroad program housed in the Global Learning
Programs and Services Division at Skyline College.

Community Members Attend
Informational Meetings for India, France
and Japan Community Travel

Article and Photo by Stephanie Wells
Latinx Professionals Come to the BAEC

Last month, the San Mateo County Community
College District (SMCCCD) Study Abroad Office
held informational meetings at Skyline College and the
College of San Mateo for members of our community
interested in traveling with the upcoming Community
Travel Programs to India (February 2020), France ( June
2020), and Japan (October 2020). The SMCCCD
Community Travel Program is a curated, small-group
travel experience for adults and life-long learners.
Participants travel with an SMCCCD representative
and local tour manager as they enjoy local food, special
attractions, and guided sightseeing.

On October 10, 2019 the Bay Area Entrepreneur
Center (BAEC) held their monthly networking mixer
in honor of National Hispanic Heritage Month as a
vehicle to encourage professionals throughout the
Latinx diaspora to attend.

Nearly sixty community members attended the
October informational meetings to learn about
upcoming travel abroad tours. Registration links for the

BAEC staff and students welcomed professionals from
different industries from around the bay area including
authors, financial advisers, business coaches and
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restaurateurs who had in-depth conversations about
financial security, networking, and building a strong
personal brand.

playing technique, and work on a variety of solo and
ensemble repertoire over the course of the semester.
Scottish tunes are incorporated to gain exposure to a
non-classical style. The class is open to students of all
levels, including those with no prior music experience.

BAEC hosts monthly mixers, meetups and workshops
for emergent and seasoned entrepreneurs and for
interested members of the community.

Article by Jude Navari and Danni Redding Lapuz | Photo
by Coastside Video

Article by Nicole Moreno-Deinzer | Photos by Chad
Burnaw

2nd Annual UndocuWeek

Music Faculty Wins Regional Fiddle
Competition

Skyline College hosted a week full of events to
support and advocate for undocumented students and
community members during the week of October 14,
2019. Each day had a different theme starting off with
a “Tell Your Story” pizza lunch where students shared
their poems, thoughts, and stories about immigration’s
impact on them, their friends, and their families.

In October 2019, music faculty Elizabeth Ingber
competed in a regional Scottish fiddling competition
held in Ventura, California at the Seaside Highland
Games and won her division, allowing her to compete
next year at the national level.
Trained as a classical musician, Ms. Ingber recently
began exploring Scottish fiddling. Since joining the
Peninsula Scottish Fiddlers in 2018, she has been
studying the various tune types, playing techniques, and
stylistic characteristics of this tradition.

On the second day, the Associated Students of Skyline
College (ASSC), the Dream Center, Latin American
Student Organization (L.A.S.O.) and the Filipino
Student Union (FSU) partnered up for an Abolish ICE
rally which was followed by a Legal Rights Workshop
updating students about today’s immigration policy.

At Skyline College, Ms. Ingber teaches the Violin/
Viola class. To bring Scottish fiddling to her students,
Ms. Ingber has attended various fiddle programs,
including the Strathgheny School of Scottish Fiddling
in Pennsylvania. Students in the class learn string

The third day saw the Dream Center partnered with
ASSC to bring undocumented entrepreneur Alejandro
Flores-Muñoz to speak about the opportunities for
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making a living without Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA). This luncheon talk was followed
by a workshop from the Bay Area Entrepreneurship
Center (BAEC) for students to learn to start their own
business.

So far, the students have been on a UC Berkeley
campus tour, participated in two workshops (one on
the UC application and the other on Personal Insight
Questions), and have also had at least one advising
session with the UC Berkeley representative.

With “Mental and Emotional Wellness” being the
fourth day’s theme, the Dream Center and Health and
Wellness Services hosted “UndocuTalks” during which
therapy dogs were present for students to interact with
and de-stress.

Article and Photo by Clair Yeo-Sugajski
International Student Program Hosts
Employment Workshop

The week closed with a big reveal of the Library’s Wall
of Support for Undocumented Students.
Article and Photo by Pamela Ortiz Cerda
International Transfer Scholars Program

On October 23, 2019 the International Student
Program (ISP) hosted an employment workshop for
international students currently attending Skyline
College. ISP Program Services Coordinator Chikako
Walker advised students about various on- and offcampus job opportunities and internships.

This year, the International Student Program (ISP)
established the first ever International Transfer Scholars
Program. The program was set up to provide more
support to students who are interested in transferring
to the University of California institutions or other top
schools such as Stanford University. Near the start of
the semester, students were invited to be part of the
program based on their academic records and active
community participation.
As a member of this program, they have access to
multiple one-on-one advising sessions with a UC
Berkeley representative as well as added support from
the ISP team, including academic advising from Carlos
Romero, the international student academic counselor.
They also receive guidance and support for every step
of their application from the start until they have
successfully transferred to the school of their choice.

There was a special focus on informing students about
jobs offered on campus, providing more insight into how
they can find on-campus employment. The workshop
also covered the basics of immigration regulations for
international students, the types of employment they
are allowed to engage in and how to apply for work
authorization. Many of the international students in
attendance had plans to work after graduation, and
the workshop helped clear up many misconceptions
students may have had, helping them to be better
informed.
Article by Chikako Walker | Photo by Zaw Min Khant
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Meet Your Meta Major Fair: Exploring Majors
and Making Connections to Dream Jobs

Strategic Partnerships and Workforce
Development Supports Meta Major Week
and Launches Suite of Services!

On October 24, 2019, around 200 students attended
the Meet Your Meta Major Fair, an event designed
to support major, career, and job readiness. Michele
Haggar, Program Service Coordinator; the Strategic
Partnerships and Workforce Development team; Carla
Grandy, Director of Guided Pathways; and over 30
faculty and staff from across the college collaborated to
organize the event.

The Strategic Partnerships and Workforce Development
Division, in collaboration with Guided Pathways
Director Carla Grandy and college faculty and staff,
hosted a variety of events to support Meta Major
Week, which included the Strategic Partnerships and
Workforce Development division’s launch of the suite
of services they offer.

The Strategic Partnerships and Workforce Development
Job Placement Coordinators and the Coop Office
answered students’ questions about resumes, interviews
and job searches relating to their field. Job placement
coordinators engaged students with fun games to
introduce the jobs they could connect students with.

Strategic Partnerships and Workforce Development
kicked off the week with “Be a Boss” day hosted by Laura
DeKelaita, Job Placement Coordinator for Business,
Entrepreneurship and Management. The event allowed
students to engage with local entrepreneurs from various
industries including the confectionery, art, apparel
and skincare industries. Students learned strategies
for building a business and having an entrepreneur
mindset as well as gained a deeper understanding of
the Business, Entrepreneurship and Management Meta
Major at Skyline College.

Faculty and staff from the following programs were
present to support students in connecting to their
dream jobs: Accounting, Administration of Justice,
Allied Health, Art, Biology, Biotechnology, Business,
Chemistry, Communication Studies, Computer Science,
Cosmetology, Engineering, Entrepreneurship, English,
Esthetician, Mathematics, Music, Physics, Psychology,
Sociology and Surgical Technology.

The second day saw Steven Lopez, Job Placement
Coordinator for Arts, Languages, and Communication,
and the team introducing students to “Sweets” of
Services, printed guides on career readiness covering
job search, resumes, interviewing and networking
accompanied by a free bag of butter popcorn and
candy. In the evening, Alexa Moore, Job Placement
Coordinator for Society and Education, hosted the
Careers with Children Job Fair, connecting students
directly to employers within the industry.

Student feedback showed that the event was wellorganized and contributed greatly to career planning.
Many students took the opportunity to book
appointments with Job Placement Coordinators so that
they could receive help applying for jobs related to their
majors.
Article by Michele Haggar
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On the third day, students learned about the Skyline
College career closet during “Look Good in Person
and Online”. Michele Haggar, Program Services
Coordinator, and Jose Milan, Career Resources Aid,
asked students to complete surveys to help the Closet
know how to support students getting ready for
employment engagement opportunities. With the help
of Claudia Paz, Visual Communications Coordinator,
and Student Assistant Millie Santos, students tried on
clothing and posed for professional headshots for their
LinkedIn profiles while Laura DeKelaita and Alexa
Moore provided LinkedIn Learning accounts at no cost.

University, Yale University, Brown University, Stanford
University, several CSUs, and other institutions. The
conference was held in Honolulu and sponsored by the
NSA, Amazon, and University of Hawaii. Over 3,000
graduate and undergraduate students from across the
country attended the conference.
Papers were selected for the conference in a competitive
judging from abstracts submitted in July. Skyline College
students started their research last spring with Christine
Case in BIOL 230 or BIOL 695. The students spent
the summer in the lab to continue and complete their
research.

Finally, Tia Samn, Strategic Partnerships and Workforce
Development Student Assistant, DJ’d with the help
of Sarina O’Gilvie, Staff Assistant, who introduced
students to the division’s new social media platforms
and connected them to fun prizes for stopping by.

Stephen Fredricks worked with the students to
register and prepare them for presenting at the
national conference. At the conference, students were
knowledgeable and professional, and represented
Skyline College well.

Article written by Michele Haggar, Laura DeKelaita,
Steven Lopez and Alexa Moore

Sokleng Kelley Leong’s presentation of her research
won the Undergraduate Microbiology Award. Kelley
(pictured top) now has her first publication, “Evaluation
of the Antimicrobial Activity of Usnea Lichen.”

Students Shine at SACNAS

The other Skyline College students who presented also
have their first publications:
David Dela Criz (pictured middle) and Tyler Ma’s
publication is titled “In Vitro Antimicrobial Activity of
Mimulus aurantiacus.”
Alessandro Mazzora’s (pictured bottom) publication is
titled “Effects of Urbanization on the Microbiome of a
Coastal Stream.”
Kelley, David, and Tyler transferred for the fall 2019
semester: Kelley is now at UC Berkeley, David is at UC
Davis, and Tyler is at UC Irvine.

The Society for Advancement of Chicanos/Hispanics
and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) hosted
the SACNAS National Diversity in STEM Conference
on October 31 – November 2, 2019 where four Skyline
College students presented their original scientific
research alongside 800 students from University of
California campuses, University of Texas, Rutgers

Article and Photos by Christine Case
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presenting current projects and research on advanced
pharmaceuticals for complex diseases such as Parkinson’s,
non specific seizures, epilepsy, and Alzheimer’s.

Students Table and Network at the 22nd
Annual Chinese Bioscience Association
Conference

The conference was a great opportunity to engage
with professionals in the biotechnology field as well as
gain knowledge about innovative industrial machines
such as cell counters and small particle analyzers and
other medical devices. The conference also provided
opportunities for students to look for internships, jobs,
and mentors.
Article by Nick Kapp | Photo by Jing Folsom
Kappa Beta Delta Scholarship Recipients
2019
Skyline College’s biology and biotechnology students
attended the 22nd Annual Chinese Bioscience
Association (CBA) Conference titled “From Disruptive
Innovations to Real-World Application” on October 12,
2019 held at Crown Plaza in Foster City. For many of
the students, it was their first experience at a scientific
conference. Student volunteers arrived as early as 7:45
a.m. to set up the college’s booth to ensure everything
was perfect. Students took turns to man the booth where
they provided information about Skyline College’s
Biotechnology Program, its degrees and certificates, as
well as shared their experience as a Biology major. Many
of the biotechnology students are also members of the
West Coast Chapter of the Parenteral Drug Association
(PDA) and handed out pamphlets.

Kappa Beta Delta International awarded 13 Dr. Andrew
V. Stevenson Scholarships for 2019. Skyline College
students included John Aguas, Paul Dzul, Sophie
Huang and Justin Yu. Giller Asuncion also won the
Region 7 scholarship. Kappa Beta Delta International
is the Business Program Honor Society for Community
Colleges accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP). Skyline
College is the first California Community College to
achieve ACBSP accreditation.

Dr. Jing Folsom and Dr. Nick Kapp encouraged
students to practice their networking skills by asking
to get a selfie with a conference vendor or researcher.
The conference lasted all day with multiple presenters,
and students would either man the table and talk to
scientists as they walked by or network during breaks.
The highlight of the conference was the interaction
of computer technology with old-fashioned
pharmaceutical medicines. Many of the talks at the
CBA conference featured elite biotechnology companies

Article and Photo by Linda Whitten
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Alpha Gamma Sigma Northern California
Fall Conference

Roadtrip Nation Bus Arrives on Campus

On October 16, 2019, a very special green RV made
an appearance at Skyline College to share a career
exploration resource: Roadmap to Careers by Roadtrip
Nation. Over 130 students attended and were
empowered to identify their interests and discover which
career pathways align with their unique ambitions and
skills. Skyline College was one of the two Bay Area
colleges to be selected thanks to the collaborative efforts
of Lavinia Zanassi, Career Counselor.

Skyline College’s Sigma Omicron Chapter of Alpha
Gamma Sigma attended the Northern California Fall
Conference at Chabot College. Alpha Gamma Sigma
is the California Community College Honor Society.

For 15 years, Roadtrip Nation has made it their mission
to meet with professionals of every kind and ask the
questions that no one is asking—honest questions about
their struggles, successes, and how they figured out the
age-old dilemma: “What should I do with my life?”
Students have access to a digital product that combines
labor market data with Roadtrip Nation’s library of
thousands of candid video interviews.

Two hundred students and faculty advisors attended
breakout sessions on “Tools Against Speech Anxiety”,
“Conflict Resolution”, “Alumni Panel-Bachelor’s Degree
in Progress”, “Officers Roundtable”, “Shift to a Growth
Mindset”, “Scholarships”, “Success Through Failure”,
“Learning How to Bounce Back”, “Mastering the Cost
of Higher Education” and “Resume Review & Interview
Prep”.

The four “Roadies” that arrived with the RV said, “This
has been one of the best stops on our tour”. They also
commented on the wonderful diversity of the students,
faculty and staff. One student commented, “Wow, there
is actually a list of people in the industry and it shows
how they got to where they are. I found it to be very
different and helpful. I will definitely look more into this
website!” Congratulations to student Cosette Claybaugh
who was selected as the winner of a $100 Bookstore gift
card.

The attendees also worked on developing a Statewide
Service Project focusing on student homelessness. Alpha
Gamma Sigma at Skyline College started their local
project by participating in the Second Harvest Food
Drive on campus on October 22, 2019, and which will
end on November 22, 2019. A clothing drive will follow.
Skyline College was represented by Justin Cabrigas,
Zhijian Cai, Erik Ferroggiaro, Timothy McMillian, John
Uperesa, Chris Wardell, Hermia Waxner, Jingui Xiang,
Raghad Bader and faculty advisor, Linda Whitten.

This event was organized and supported by Lavinia
Zanassi, Kenny Gonzalez, Jose Milan, Luis Escobar,
John Doctor, Jim Vangele, Cherie Colin, Connor
Fitzpatrick, Annie Trinh, Soe Hlaing, Paul Cassidy,
Tom Bauer, Roxanne Brewer and Kevin Chak.

Article and Photo by Linda Whitten

Article by Kenny Gonzalez | Photo by Soe Hlaing
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50th Anniversary Exhibition
October 28 - December 4, 2019
Art Gallery, Building 1
Visit facebook.com/skygallery
for gallery hours
50th Anniversary Barbecue
Tuesday, December 3, 2019
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Main Quad, in front of Building 6

International Education Week (IEW)
November 18 - 22, 2019 | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6

Guitar Ensemble Concert
November 24, 2019 | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Skyline College Theater

International Food Festival
November 21, 2019
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6

Herman@s Connection to College
Conference
November 25, 2019
Building 6, Room 6-202 - 6-206

Dance Concert
November 22, 2019
Skyline College Theater, Building 1
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