President’s Report to the Board of Trustees
Dr. Jannett Jackson

Skyline College faculty and staff gather to form a ‘Human 50’ to commemorate
the 50th Anniversary of Skyline College on Opening Day, August 13, 2019.
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As she reflected on the past, Dr. Jackson also recognized
the accomplishments of the college over the last
few years, highlighting the Comprehensive College
Redesign. She also enumerated several of her top
priorities for the year to come:

Opening Day 2019

“I’m really looking forward to the work we’ll accomplish
together in the year ahead:

On August 12, 2019, Opening Day 2019 focused on
a major milestone: Skyline College’s 50th anniversary.
The new Interim President, Dr. Jannett Jackson
welcomed everyone to a new school year and set the
stage for the year to come.

•

Together, we’ll be launching ePortfolios that
will allow students to organize and save their
most important work for future use. New
comprehensive success teams will provide more
touchpoints for our students to connect with the
resources they need to succeed.

•

Renovations are currently in the planning phases
for both Building 1 and Building 2 which will
upgrade dilapidated portions of campus.

•

We’ve seen incredible strides in our commitment
to transformative teaching and learning where
we’ve zeroed in on the high cost of textbooks
and made a concerted push to offer more degrees
fully online. All done in an effort to meet students
where they are and employ high impact practices
that improve success for students. We’ll be
continuing this work in the year ahead.

•

On August 25, 2019, we’re launching the Skyline
College NOW program that’s specifically
designed for working adults – first with Business
Administration and with more degrees to follow
in the coming years.

•

I’m going to strive for greater transparency in
everything we do and in the decisions we make.

•

We’ll continue our commitment to strategic
enrollment that recognizes the importance of
load and efficiency and responds to the reality of
lower enrollment.

•

We’ll be taking a close look at our participatory
governance process and the committee structure
that underpins it to ensure greater clarity and
effectiveness.

“I am so proud and feel incredibly privileged to step
into the role of Interim President during this historic
year,” said Dr. Jackson, “and I’m so looking forward to
continuing the work you’ve been engaged in as we move
into the next half century.”
Dr. Jackson provided some historical context for just
how far we’ve come since 1969 and how much the
world has changed.
“In fall 1969, the world was a different place. Richard
Nixon had begun his first year as president following
Lyndon B. Johnson’s decision not to pursue another
term. America was in the throes of the deeply unpopular
Vietnam War…The first two-letter message was about
to be sent over the ARPANET, the precursor to the
internet. And over the summer, the world had watched
as the Neil Armstrong became the first human to step
foot on the moon. And here in San Bruno, shortly after
Armstrong took that giant leap for mankind, Skyline
College was taking a first step of its own. Its first
president, Phil Garlington, welcomed our first class of
students in the fall of 1969.”
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•

We will continue to fully realize our investment in
professional development through the CTTL and
IEPI, and push to enact the General Education
reforms we’ve seen over the last few years.”

advisor to the award winning Skyline View newspaper.
Created in 1997, the Journalism Program is the only
one remaining in the district. She’s firmly committed
to ensuring that all students strengthen their ability
to be critical consumers and creators of media. She’s
also firmly committed to ensuring that students have
a voice through their writing and a vehicle to widely
disseminate their views.

After recognizing award winners, newly tenured
faculty and new employees, the program was rounded
out with a presentation by members of the Design
Team who gave a presentation on the comprehensive
college redesign and the Accreditation Tri-Chairs
who provided an update on the accreditation site visit
scheduled for September 30, 2019.

Nowhere is this commitment more evident than the
Skyline View. They consistently garner awards and
recognitions, and while this individual is reluctant to
take credit, her mentoring and instruction undoubtedly
plays an important role.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photo by Tony Reyna
Skyline Shines 2019 Awardees

While teaching and serving as faculty advisor for the
Skyline View staff, Nancy has been a critical teammate
in the tremendous undertaking to generate our
accreditation self-study and graciously took on the
role of chief editor for the third time. She is not a
simple grammarian and spellchecker; she reviews the
document holistically while staying focused on the
details, and without a doubt helps the self-study to be
stronger.
This professor’s work behind the scenes for
accreditation, within the journalism classroom, and as
an advisor to the first-rate student newspaper has truly
improved our institution as a whole. More importantly,
she has guided students to be more critical and engaged
citizens…what more could we ask from an educator?
Community Member: Duggan Serra Mortuary
The next Skyline Shines award winner in the category
of community is Duggan Serra Mortuary, a family-run
organization in Daly City that has been serving San
Francisco Bay Area communities for over 50 years.
They pride themselves on extending their family to
those they serve and honoring our community loved
ones after life, with dignity. Any event you attend in
area, you will see this organization represented in some
way. They sure do “show up differently” as we like to say
at Skyline College.

Each year a college employee or group, along with a
community individual or group, are honored with
the Skyline Shines award. This year, there were three
winners. Below are Dr. Jackson’s remarks about each
winner:
College Employee or Group: Nancy Kaplan-Biegel
Nancy Kaplan-Biegel is best known as the creator
of the college’s Journalism Program, and the faculty

The steadfast support this organization has provided
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to Skyline College for more than 15 years through
countless donations to student scholarships, annual
funds, Promise Scholars Program support, event
sponsorships and more, has paved the way for other
community supporters to join. The President of the
organization has attended nearly every President’s
Breakfast over the last 19 years. He is passionate about
giving back to the community and donates to nearly all
the vital nonprofits in our community.

50th Anniversary Celebrations

As a business that demonstrates true commitment to
the community in ALL ways, we are proud to present
this year’s Skyline Shines award to Duggan’s Serra
Mortuary under the leadership of brothers Bill and
Dan Duggan.
Community Member: Teresa Proaño
Teresa Proaño is an alum of Skyline College who
attended school at night while working full time and
caring for her three children. She graduated in 1999
with honors. She is a dedicated employee of Duggan’s
Serra Mortuary in Daly City of more than 20 years. She
serves as the Executive Assistant to the President and
handling all Community Relations for the company
and ensuring that Duggan’s Serra Mortuary continues
to be visible and an integral partner to the community.

This academic year, August 2019 to May 2020, Skyline
College is celebrating its 50th Anniversary! This event
provides the college with a unique opportunity to
share historic milestones and innovative firsts since
the college opened its doors in fall 1969. The 50th
Anniversary will celebrate the college’s rich history and
community impact, and inspire its future.

There is so much more to Teresa; she is a talented
performer who lends her beautiful voice to funerals,
memorials and community events. She is extremely
passionate about serving the community through
positions she holds on nonprofit boards. She also
lends her talents in event planning and fundraising
to Seton Medical Center and Daly City Peninsula
Library Associates. She is longtime supporter of the
local Chambers of Commerce, a Daly City Host Lion,
a board member of the Daly City Food Pantry and
Dining Center and of course, a member of the Skyline
College President’s Council. This individual is our most
enthusiastic President’s Council member, our biggest
fundraiser and a true leader.

We look forward to showcasing the entire college
throughout our 50th Anniversary year with several
events each semester.
Please join us for any or all of the 50th Anniversary
events and keep up to date with all things 50th by
visiting our website at: skylinecollege.edu/50.
Fall 50th Events:
Environmental Science Building Opening & 50th
Anniverary Celebration
Tuesday, September 24, 2019
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Enviornmental Science, Building 12

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photo by Tony Reyna
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Retiree’s Luncheon
Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Enviornmental Science, Building 12

Redesign including Transformative Teaching and
Learning, the Promise Scholars Program, Meta Majors,
our new Equity Institute and several prominent faculty
and staff who received awards. Further, the annual
report documents the college’s fiscal health and
provides accountability to the community to ensure
future support.

50th Anniversary Barbecue
Monday, November 4, 2019
A Legacy of Achievement Gala Funraiser: 50th
Anniversary Celebration
Friday, November 15, 2019
6:00 p.m.
The Farallon Room, Building 12

Last year’s 2017-2018 Annual Report won a silver
award from the 34th Annual Educational Advertising
Awards sponsored by the Higher Ed Marketing Report.
Visit our website at skylinecollege.edu/aboutskyline/
annualreport.php to view the annual report. We hope
you enjoy this encapsulated version of the 2018-2019
academic year.

Article by Cherie Colin
2018-2019 Annual Report Release

Article by Cherie Colin | Photo by William Nacouzi
Strategic Partnership and Workforce
Development Welcomes First Year Promise
Scholars

On Wednesday, August 7, 2019, Dean Andrea
Vizenor and the Strategic Partnership and Workforce
Development team warmly welcomed over 200 first year
Promise Scholars. The day was filled with interactive
sessions, raffles and even a jumbo-sized word search, all
aimed at introducing students to many of the services
the new department has to offer.
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Skyline College debuted its 2018-2019 Annual Report
on the college’s Opening Day on August 13, 2019. The
annual report summarizes the college’s accomplishments
and notable events that were held during the last
academic year. It features our Comprehensive College

To help students get ready for the workforce, Laura
DeKelaita and Steven Lopez signed students up on
the spot for LinkedIn Learning. Strategic Partnership
and Workforce Development was able to provide
subscriptions to the scholars for the online platform
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which provides over 5000 expert-led courses to discover
and develop business, technology and creative skills.
In addition to LinkedIn Learning sign-ups, students
participated in other dynamic activities. Jose Milan led
the Resume Puzzle session that challenged students
with a puzzle designed to introduce the essential parts
of a resume and discover how to tailor one to a specific
job.
Finally, Elsa Jimenez-Samayoa assisted with Interview
Jenga where students practiced answering common
interview questions with their peers, all while playing
a game of Gigantic Jenga. The Jenga teams with the
highest towers were awarded prizes.
The high energy event was organized by Program
Services Coordinators, Steven Lopez, Laura DeKelaita
and Michele Haggar, and was supported by previous
Promise Scholars volunteers.
Article by Elsa Jimenez-Samayoa | Photo by Tia Samn &
Steven Lopez
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Environmental Science Building Opening & 50th
Anniversary Celebration
Tuesday, September 24, 2019
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Environmental Science, Building 12

50th Anniversary Barbecue
Monday, November 4, 2019
A Legacy of Achievement Gala Fundraiser:
50th Anniversary Celebration
Friday, November 15, 2019
6:00 p.m.
The Farallon Room, Building 12

Retiree’s Luncheon
Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Environmental Science, Building 12
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