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Forum on Institutional Responsibility
for Student Success

to afford required textbooks, resulting in taking fewer
classes, not register for a required course on their SEP
and/or perform poorly in a class. Ivan Silva provided the
audience with a working definition of marginalization
and how the condition of being marginalized by an
educational institution affects students academically,
socially and psychologically. Danielle Powell discussed
her work with the Women’s Mentoring and Leadership
Academy and the strategies she has used to ensure
students receive the support they need in order to be
successful.
Article by Katrina Pantig | Photo by Zaw Min Khant

Prominent Bay Area Artists to Show
at Skyline College

On September 12, 2018, the Office of Student Equity
and Support Programs hosted the Beyond the Margins
Equity Forum (BTMEF), Stay Woke: A Discussion About
Student Success at Skyline College. This event brought
together a cross-section of 65 students, staff, faculty and
administrators to have a collective conversation about
issues salient to the campus community.
Using key findings from the Student Voice Survey, the
forum focused on economic marginalization and its
impact on a student’s educational experience, and how
institutional policies, practices and procedures can be
responsive to student needs.

The Skyline College Art gallery is proud to present
Tropeycalia Club, a group installation of paintings,
sculpture and more by prominent Bay Area artists
John Yoyogi Fortes, Juan Carlos Quintana and Carlo
Ricafort. The exhibition runs from September 22, 2018
to October 20, 2018. A reception will be held for the
artists on Saturday, September 22 from 3:00-5:00 p.m.
at the Skyline College Art Gallery.

The program opened with welcoming remarks from
Dean Lasana Hotep followed by a presentation
from faculty facilitator, Jesse Raskin who provided
information to help frame the discussion about
Student Success. He stated, “Ensuring success in higher
education among historically marginalized students is
our institutional responsibility.”
The program also featured a panel including Rika
Fabian (Professor of Sociology), Ivan Silva (Promise
Scholar Counselor) and Danielle Powell (Professor
of Communication Studies). Rika Fabian presented
Student Voice Survey Data on students experiencing
housing insecurity, food insecurity and the inability
2

The title of the exhibition is a play on the 1960’s Brazilian
music movement, Tropicalia. Using a conscious
misspelling of ‘tropey’, the show explores myriad tropes
associated with everything tropical. In his essay about
the exhibition, artist and gallerist Arvin Flores explains,
“Tales of exotic places, fantasy islands, and otherworldly
paradises, utopian in essence, are discourses about the
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Skyline College Students Steal the
Show at Statewide Sustainability
Conference

ideal, and thus political by nature. This notion has given
inspiration to such classic gangsta rap hits as manifest
destiny, or turn of the century eugenics, both having
racist leanings with genocidal outcomes. In short,
colonial mentality is but a reflection of the master’s
image, and colonial states are bastardized versions of
the ideal (of course this is not a news flash to everyone).”
The exhibiting artists both embrace and scathingly
satirize kitsch tropical imagery that abounds in
movies, TV shows, art, music, travel brochures and
tourist trap souvenir shops. Imagery runs the gamut
from coconut palm trees to stereotyped musicians, to
tiki dolls, cannibals, pineapples and bleached bones
scattered about on desert islands. Viewers are invited
to participate in both deciphering the ways in which
these tropical tropes perpetuate themselves in culture,
and examining the unexplored and conditioned mental
spaces from which these tropes’ biases and prejudices
arise.

Over the summer, the Skyline College and SMCCCD
District Sustainability Teams traveled to UC Santa
Barbara for the annual California Higher Education
Sustainability Conference (CHESC).
The highlight of the conference was the outstanding
presentation given by Kelly Wong and Richard Ou, two
Skyline College students from the Environmental Club.
Kelly and Richard accepted the Student Leadership Best
Practice Award on behalf of the club and presented on
their efforts to maintain sustainability projects started
by their predecessors. Their session was so popular that
it had to move to a bigger room to accommodate the
larger audience.

Viewers are also invited to make their own Tropeycalia
drawings that can be added to a large collaborative
mural project in the gallery. Participate by sending a
jpeg image (300 dpi) of a black and white drawing of
what comes to mind when you yearn to escape to or
from the tropics. Image must be vertical and fit on an
8.5” X 11” sheet of paper. Color images will be converted
to black and white. Selected submissions will be printed
and installed as a collaborative piece on the gallery
wall. Please submit image no later than Oct 6, 2018.
(Disclaimer: By sending an image you give Tropeycalia
Club and Skyline College Art Gallery permission to
include your image in the exhibitions promotional
material, social media, internet and print. All submitted
images, both electronic and printed, will be destroyed
after the close of the Tropeycalia Club exhibition.)

Richard, co-president of the Environmental Club,
reflects on what he took away from the conference:
“Sustainability was obviously the focus of the conference,
but I was surprised to see how many different industries
were committed to sustainability. There were companies
and projects specializing in food, power, IT, and so much
more. The conference allowed us and other professionals
to show how we can be more creative and mindful in
everything we do.”
In addition to presenting on campus and district
sustainability efforts and learning about other higher
education institutions’ sustainability programs, the
Skyline College and SMCCCD team accepted several
of the conferences’ Best Practice Awards. Skyline
College received a Sustainability in Academics award

Send image to: tropeycaliaclub@gmail.com. For more
information, visit facebook.com/skygallery
Article by Paul Bridenbaugh, Arvin Flores, and Juan
Carlos Quintana | Photos by Paul Bridenbaugh
3

SKYLINE COLLEGE BOARD REPORT
SEPTEMBER 26, 2018

for the Sustainability Blitz and was part of the group
that won the Multi Campus Partnership award for
its work with the Energize Colleges program. The
SMCCCD Sustainability Team brought home awards
for its hard work on waste reduction, energy efficiency,
and water efficiency and quality. SMCCCD’s Energy
and Sustainability Manager Joe Fullerton was also
recognized as the California Community Colleges
Sustainability Champion.

and stressed the importance of these events in inspiring
other students to persist through their college journeys.
The three District Dream Centers are excited to continue
this collaboration for years to come. If you are interested
in participating or volunteering at this year’s Migration
Celebration please visit the Skyline College Dream
Center.

Article by Mary Thomasmeyer

Science in Action Seminar Series
Brings Speakers to Campus

Article and photo by Pamela Ortiz Cerda

San Mateo Community College
District Celebrates Undocumented
Student Graduate

The Science in Action Seminars are held every two
weeks on Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. in Building 7, Room
7106.
This biweekly series is presented in partnership with the
San Francisco State University Bridges to Baccalaureate
Program, the Skyline College Science, Math &
Technology Division, and the Math, Engineering,
Science Achievement Program (MESA).

The journey to transfer and graduation is filled with
many challenges, especially for undocumented and
immigrant students. Last spring, Skyline College,
College of San Mateo, and Cañada College partnered up
to create SMCCCD’s first ever Migration Celebration,
which aimed to celebrate the journeys, families, and
achievements of undocumented and immigrant student
graduates.

The lecture series is free and open to the public. The
topics vary and are geared not only towards science, but
the entire college experience, so non-science students
are encouraged to attend. Attendance confirmation slips
are provided. We look forward to seeing you there!

The Migration Celebration featured student leader
speakers from each campus who shared their stories,
experiences at SMCCD, and words of inspiration for
their graduating cohort. The ceremony recognized
a total of 18 students who had earned a certificate,
Associate’s degree, or were transferring to a 4-year
institution. The students expressed excitement about
being a part of the first Migration Celebrtaion Cohort

For more information on the Science in Action Lecture
Series, please contact Ana Gutierrez-Gamez.
The inaugural talk was by Blair Bazdarich, Outreach and
Teen Program Manager at the San Francisco Zoo. She
talked about becoming a Science communicator and
about her blog and her work with the Zoomobile.
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The following event was a Bridges/PUMAS student
panel where current and past Skyline College students
who participated in the summer internship program
presented their summer research projects and also
touched on what getting paid for doing research meant
to them.

and testing a prototype rover, forming a company
infrastructure, managing a budget and developing
communications and outreach.
The onsite experience at NASA includes briefings by
NASA subject matter experts, information on how
to apply for internships and a tour of NASA’s unique
facilities.

In two weeks, former Skyline College student Joshwin
Sagoo, M.S. Candidate at UC Santa Cruz, will share with
us about research opportunities and the transfer

NASA Community College Aerospace Scholars is
an activity funded in part by the Minority University
Research and Education Program, or MUREP,
which is committed to engaging underrepresented
and underserved students in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM) in authentic
learning experiences to sustain a diverse workforce.

Article by Nick Kapp

Student Selected to Visit NASA in
October

With this activity, NASA continues the agency’s tradition
engaging the nation in NASA’s mission.
“NCAS not only inspires community college students
to advance in STEM fields, but it also opens doors for
future careers at NASA. NCAS has a legacy of alumni
moving from NASA internships to and ultimately
entering the NASA workforce. It is rewarding to see
the progression of a student from NCAS participant to
NASA colleague,” Joeletta Patrick, Minority University
Research and Education Project (MUREP) Manager

Miguel Garcia of Skyline College in San Bruno has been
selected to travel to NASA’s Ames Research Center this
fall to participate in the NASA Community College
Aerospace Scholars (NCAS) onsite experience.

For additional information, please contact National
Community College Aerospace Scholars by email at JSCNCAS@mail.nasa.gov or by phone at 281-483-0493. For
more information, visit: http://ncas.aerospacescholars.
org/

Garcia has been selected as one of 319 community
college students from across the U.S. to be part of the
NCAS onsite experience.
The five-week online activity culminates with a fourday on-site event at a NASA Center and offers students
the opportunity to interact with NASA engineers and
others as they learn more about careers in science and
engineering. While at NASA, students form teams
and establish fictional companies interested in Mars
exploration. Each team is responsible for developing

For more on MUREP visit: www.nasa.gov/education/
murep
For updates on social media follow: #NCAS2018
#MUREP
Article by Juan Miguel Garcia | Photo by Jenny Le
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Phi Theta Kappa Students Complete
Solar Feasibility Study

research. PV panels are much more efficient in cooler
temperatures than in hot areas, which makes Skyline
College a perfect place to use PV power generation in
effort to achieve its sustainability goals.

Phi Theta Kappa members
Michelle Huang, Michael
Wong, and Gracia Trejo
presented their study of
solar feasibility to the
Capital Improvement Project
management and Skyline
College President, Dr. Regina
Stanback Stroud. With the
increasingly serious problems
of environmental pollution
and limited fossil fuels, the use of solar energy provides
a sustainable solution. As a higher education institution,
Skyline College is committed to achieving a sustainable
community.

Article by Dr. Christine Case

BAEC Welcomes Student
Entrepreneurs at She Means Business
Event

The Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) students assessed the
feasibility of solar power generation (PV) on the
Skyline College campus. As a successful case of using
photovoltaic power generation to offset 100% of college
electricity cost, Butte College, located in Northern
California, generates over 6.5 million kilowatt hours
of electricity per year and estimates that it will save
up to $100 million over 30 years using 25,000 solar
panels. PTK students studied the mean daily insolation,
historical weather, and sky conditions of Skyline College
using data from a NASA simulation and weather history.
Despite 77 foggy days a year, the Earth’s insolation at
Skyline College is double the global mean and slightly
higher than at Butte College. Solar-electricity generation
is feasible at Skyline College and will contribute to
achieving the sustainability goals with a huge reduction
of greenhouse gas emissions.

Every month the Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC)
has events to foster the growth of student entrepreneurs
and small businesses in the community.
This week the BAEC hosted an interesting, fun, and
thought-provoking panel at our She Means Business
event. The panel discussion centered on the importance
of effective social media and the skills needed to be an
entrepreneur.
Our guest panel was comprised of small business
owners and social media influencers. On the panel
was Nicole Moreno-Deinzer, CEO and Founder of
Epifania Magazine, an online publication for culture,
art and style; Christina Sundari, a fitness model
and social media influencer; and Shikha Sharma, a
freelance professional hair and makeup artist. These
entrepreneurs addressed the many challenges that
business startups face, especially those run by women.
Skyline College students, members of the community
and the panelists discussed the value of cultivating a
brand and the importance of surrounding yourself with
like-minded people that can push you forward. The

The presentation has changed the viewpoint of at least
one manager who thought that Skyline College is too
foggy. After hearing the research findings, he realized
that Skyline College is not too foggy. Furthermore, the
idea that PV panels will not work was addressed in the
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attendees walked away with a better sense of community,
as all the panelists shared their aspirations and ways
they support their communities through education and
entrepreneurship.

whole student. While it addresses food insecurity, it
also serves as a point of contact for other SparkPoint
services, all of which are specifically designed to assist
students to overcome financial barriers – each snack
has a SparkPoint business card attached to it in order
to connect food-insecure students with CalFresh
application assistance, financial coaching, the SparkPoint
Food Pantry and more. Since the launch of SparkPoint
Snacks, student engagement and requests for these
SparkPoint services has steadily increased.

The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center is a hub of resources
for anyone looking to start and grow their business idea.
Skyline College students, faculty and staff are welcome
to come visit the BAEC and learn more.
Questions? Interest? Contact us at baec@smccd.edu,
650-738-7994, or visit us at skylinebaec.org.

If you have any questions regarding SparkPoint Snacks
or other SparkPoint services, please contact Chad
Thompson, Director for SparkPoint and Career Services,
at thompsonc@smccd.edu.

Article by Terri Wade and Pcyeta Stroud

SparkPoint Snacks Continues to
Address Food Insecurity on Campus

Article by Chad Thompson

Associate Degree Respiratory Care
Program Conferred Continuing
Accreditation

SparkPoint has distributed over 4,434 snacks to students
in the first three weeks of operations! There are currently
thirteen strategically placed SparkPoint Snack baskets
around campus, each one hosted by a sponsor program
working with SparkPoint to ensure that the baskets are
fully stocked and supported at all times. We have also
received a number of basket requests from faculty, staff
and administrators throughout the campus who want to
offer their support to this program and their students.
With the help of these host programs, we will continue
to disburse more throughout the academic year.

The Associate Degree Respiratory Care Program was
recently granted continuing accreditation from the
Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care
(CoARC). The accreditation review included a recent,
two-day site visit on campus. The evaluators were
greeted by the faculty, staff, students and program
administrators welcoming them to Skyline College’s
amazing campus. During their visit, the evaluators

SparkPoint Snacks is a synergistic component of Skyline
College’s paradigm of comprehensive support for the
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toured the program facilities, including the classrooms
and the new simulation lab. Interviews were conducted
with program and institutional administrators, faculty,
graduates, students and advisory board members. The
program received glowing reviews and was conferred
continuing accreditation through the year 2028.

While the program is already strong and graduates
are getting jobs, ABA approval could provide program
graduates with an additional edge in the competitive
legal job market and raise awareness of the program
among potential students and legal employers.
Many staff members, paralegal professionals, and alums
have supported the Program throughout the application
process. Their support and the tireless efforts of the
paralegal faculty helped transform the Program into an
effective one. We would like to thank College President
Regina Stanback Stroud for her commitment to the
program and for providing sufficient resources for its
growth. Her vision, along with the dedication of the
faculty, staff, students and community have yielded good
results. In the words of the ABA site team:

Thank you to everyone who made the site visit a huge
success, especially Nadia Tariq, Ray Hernandez, Brian
Daniel and Dr. Taylor-Mendoza for their continuous
attention and contributions to the program. A special
thanks to community leaders, faculty, staff students and
graduates who came out to support the program.
Article by Gretchen Keys | Photo by Ray Hernandez

The Paralegal Program now has ABA
approval!

“The Skyline Paralegal Program is an impressive
program under the capable direction of Jesse Raskin.
The Program is well-positioned in the community
it serves. It has a dedicated, knowledgeable, and
supportive administration, from the Program Director
to the College President. It has a motivated, talented,
and diverse faculty and an enthusiastic student body. Its
Advisory Committee is very active and engaged.”
The Paralegal Program at large is thrilled with the news!
We look forward to collaborating across the College, with
our Advisory Committee, and with alums and current
students, to ensure that we continue to grow and excel.

The Paralegal Program at Skyline College is now officially
an ABA-approved program!

For more information about the Paralegal Program,
please contact Jesse Raskin, raskinj@smccd.edu or visit
www.skylinecollege.edu/paralegal/.

Hundreds of hours of work and several years of work
went into the application process and the preparation
for the ABA site team’s visit. In Fall 2016, Skyline College
applied to the American Bar Association (ABA) for
approval of the Program. In Summer 2017, the ABA
completed its review of the Program’s application and
scheduled Skyline College for a site visit on February 19
– 21, 2018. In August, 2018, after a successful site visit,
the ABA granted approval to Program.

Article by Maria Segarra and Jesse Raskin
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Engineering and Tech Scholars Shines
at National Conference

about how they can develop similar programs on their
own campuses.
The Skyline College team was joined at the conference
by other community college engineering faculty friends
from around California, including SMCCD Engineering
Professor Dr. Amelito Enriquez (Cañada College).

On Tuesday, June 26th,
Skyline College STEM
Retention Specialist Jenny Le
and Engineering Professor
Nicholas Langhoff presented
a paper on the Skyline
College Engineering and
Technology Scholars (ETS)
learning community at the
American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE)
national conference in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Article by Jenny Le and Nick Langhoff

Skyline College Zero Textbook Cost
Solutions Help Students Save Money!

The paper details the development, implementation
and initial outcomes of ETS, a cohort-based program to
strengthen retention of underrepresented community
college engineering students. Since the program was
piloted in Fall 2016, ETS has proved to be a cost-effective
model of a guided pathway that increases retention,
provides additional enrichment to students, increases
accessibility to scholarships and internships, and bolsters
student success in an accelerated pathway. With the
model, pass rates for ETS students in entry-level math
courses have significantly increased above traditional
levels, showing enhanced persistence in a historically
challenging pathway. To review data and outcomes
presented, link to the full paper here.

Skyline College is committed to ensuring affordable
textbook solutions for students. This fall, Skyline College
has almost 80 course sections that have adopted zero
textbook cost (ZTC) or open educational resources
(OER) course materials. We anticipate that this will save
students almost $300,000 in fall 2018 alone.

Development of the ETS program started as grant-funded
project supported by the Silicon Valley Engineering Tech
Pathways (SVETP) and Growth Sector with the aim to
diversify the STEM workforce. The project has now
evolved into a strong community of peer and faculty
support that integrates students, faculty, and staff into a
community of academic and social support early on and
throughout their transfer journey.

The ZTC Team is committed to supporting campus
efforts that increase the adoption and availability of ZTC
materials. Interested in learning more about finding and
adopting ZTC and OER materials? Visit the ZTC website
for more information.
Help Skyline College work towards a student savings of
$1,000,000 by spring 2019!

Members of the audience showed enthusiasm for and
interest in the ETS learning community and have
connected with the Skyline College team to learn more

Article by Ame Maloney and Bianca Rowden-Quince
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Upcoming Events
Tropeycalia Club Art Exhibition
September 22-October 20, 2018
Bldg. 1, Skyline College Art Gallery

Equity Summit
November 2, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Bldg. 1, Skyline College Theater

Transfer Seminars 2018
September 25-December 7, 2018
Bldg. 2, Rm. 2-351
Lunch & Learn Series:
Cultural Bias & Microagressions
September 26, 2018
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Bldg. 6, Rm. 6-204 - 6-206
Banned Books Week
September 23-29, 2018
Bldg. 5, Skyline College Library
Success Summit
September 28, 2018
8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Skyline College Student and Community Center
Building 6, 2nd Floor
Lunch & Learn Series:
On the Money: Financial Aid & Scholarships
October 2, 2018
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Bldg. 6, Rm. 6-204 - 6-206
UndocuWeek
October 15-19, 2018
Various locations around Skyline College
Sorry to Bother You: Screening & Q&A
October 18, 2018
2:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Bldg. 1, Skyline College Theater
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