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Equity Summit Calls for
Transformative Teaching and
Leadership

and intellectually stimulating experience, and added a
modern twist to the traditional model of a professional
development conference.
The Equity Summit is an experience designed to
increase knowledge of educational equity and share
best practices for culturally relevant teaching, advocacy
and leadership. Over 500 educators, practitioners and
community members from throughout California
attended - representing community colleges, four
year universities, local businesses and organizations.
During the Summit, Dean Hotep announced the
new Equity Institute, an organization that administers
institutional assessments, publishes research and
facilitates professional development opportunities for
organizations committed to showing up differently in
the areas of culture, race, gender and institutional equity.
The event culminated with a Keynote Address from Dr.
Ibram X. Kendi, award-winning historian, New York
Times best-selling author, professor of history and
international relations and the Founding Director of the
Antiracist Research and Policy Center at the American
University in Washington D.C. A participant from the
University of Nevada, Reno shared, “This was a great
Summit. In a time when you can be consumed by the
tumultuous and unsettling state of our country, we had a
chance to breathe. You made us feel at home and part of
a collective community of caring, loving and progressive
professionals.”

Skyline College has made a commitment to rethink
and be intentional about teaching and learning. To
remain true to this commitment, Skyline College
invited the nation’s leading scholars and practitioners on
educational equity to share their theories and strategies
at the Equity Summit held on November 2, 2018. The
program opened with welcome remarks from Lasana
Hotep, Dean of Student Equity and Support Programs;
Jesse Raskin, Coordinator, Center for Transformative
Teaching and Learning; and Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud,
Skyline College President.
The Summit featured seven 15-minute equity talks with
topics ranging from a Transformative Framework for
STEM Education to Shaping Institutional Equity. These
concise and dynamic presentations kept the audience
energized and engaged throughout the day. Six speakers
in two plenary sessions discussed Applying Equity
Theories and Art, Community Activism and Education.
All speakers shared a wealth of knowledge informed by
their areas of expertise, personal narratives and values
grounded in racial equity and social transformation.
This format, alternating between short talks and
plenary sessions, made for a community-oriented

Article by Katrina Pantig | Photos by Scott Buschman
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Science and Research Club at Bay
Area Science Festival

Skyline College’s ASTEP Learning
Community Hosts the Future Over
Everything Conference

Skyline College’s ASTEP Learning Community hosted
the Future Over Everything Conference on Friday,
October 5, 2018. Presented by Get Far Magazine and
sponsored by the Skyline College Center for Career
& Workforce Programs, the Future Over Everything
Conference focused on connecting 150 AfricanAmerican high school and college students with
entrepreneurs, professionals and educators through
engaging workshops and exciting panels. Throughout
the day, participants had the opportunity to explore
fields that will shape the future of this world.

The Science and Research Club conducted a workshop
experiment titled, “Isolation of DNA from your Everyday
Food” on Saturday, November 3, 2018 at AT&T Park
for the Bay Area Science Festival, which is organized
and led by UCSF. STEM organizations across the San
Francisco Bay Area participate at this event, and this is
the Science and Research Club’s third year of doing so.
The club’s experiment sought to observe the enzymes
that are more effective at extracting DNA from a
selection of produce such as bananas, broccoli, pears,
kiwis and tomatoes.

This year’s inspirational keynote address was delivered
by Iddris Sandu, a Post Modern Innovative Futurist.
Sandu shared his journey as a tech maven who began his
career at the age of 13, working for such powerhouses
as Google, Instagram and Snapchat, and collaborating
with Nipsey Hussle to create Marathon Clothing Store,
a smart store that allows customers to gain exclusive
access to Nipsey Hussle’s music while exploring the
physical store. Sandu is currently focusing on projects
that merge architecture, design, and technology. He
encouraged students to take the future into their own
hands and use technology to solve problems.

The event was free of charge and was a perfect
opportunity to interact with the community. For more
information, visit www.bayareasciencefestival.org.
Article by Yvette Dothy Anne Lacsamana | Photo by
Nick Kapp
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Following the exciting keynote address, students then
broke off into a variety of workshops. Students in
high school explored STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts, math) programs led by faculty/staff
members:
•
•
•
•

•

Maryam Khan and Marco Wehrfritz conducted a
workshop that introduced students to coding in the
Fab Lab.
Patrice Robinson provided a space for students to
engage in creative expression through painting and
art.
Nick Kapp created a hands-on experience in which
students learned about the science of the beauty
industry by making their own antiperspirant!
Safiyyah Forbes guided students through the magic
of chemistry and made fake blood, changed the
color of milk, and even watched toothpaste explode!
(it was safe, we promise!)

Article by Lauren Ford

Food for Fines at Skyline College
Library

Students also attended engaging workshops and panels
led by industry professionals:
•
•

•

•

Iddris Sandu joined Rachel Bonds (Google), Devin
Lars (Achieve the Goal), Xiomara Rosa-Telda
(Unoeth), and Richard Vaughn (Macys.com), for
a lunch panel moderated by Get Far Magazine’s
Ameer Walton. The focus of the panel was on
young black professionals navigating their careers
in both tech and entrepreneurship. The panelists
encouraged students to be true to themselves when
entering the corporate world. They also shared
some of the hardships of being an entrepreneur
and taking risks, as well as the joy and satisfaction
that entrepreneurship brings. All of the panelists
provided great tips on networking, goal setting and
staying motivated even in the face of challenges.

Devin Lars, Achieve the Goal; spoke about his
journey as an entrepreneur and how to start a
business.
Ashley Williams, Associate Director of EDvance
at SFSU; Joseph Adams (’16), SFSU Ethnic Studies
graduate student and SMCCCD FDIP Intern; and
Walter Manuofetoa (’18), UC Santa Cruz – Critical
Race and Ethnic Studies undergraduate student,
shared their perspectives on how to prepare for life
after college, and their experiences transferring from
community college to a 4-year university, and from
undergraduate to graduate school.
Harold Lowe, INROADS; and Zaid Ghori, Director
of Special International Programs, Skyline College,
shared information about internships both locally
and abroad.
Marcus Savage, Year Up; provided attendees with
information about the Year Up Internship Program
and amazing opportunities that they have here in
San Mateo County.

The Skyline College Library is joining forces with many
peninsula libraries and student clubs to collect food for
those in need. This endeavor started on November 1,
2018 and will end on December 17, 2018. In exchange
for their generosity, participating libraries will clear
certain library fines or fees. All food collected will be
donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. To learn more
about Food for Fines donation drive, visit the Skyline
College Library or smcl.org/foods-for-fines, or call at
(650) 738-4311.
Article by Sherri Wyatt
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Second Accreditation Forum Buzzin’

with various dance performances, beautiful Burmese
traditional attire and food. Approximately 50 students,
staff, faculty and community members attended the
event.
Tha-din-gyut, one of 12 festivals celebrated in Myanmar,
showcases the beautiful and unique traditions and
cultures of the country. The festival pays homage to
the elderly, relatives, teachers and parents, and is an
opportunity to ask forgiveness for the wrongdoings of
the year.

Pollination achieved! Staff, faculty and administrators
put on their busy bee hats by giving feedback on
accreditation drafts across the four standards. They
worked in small teams to sweeten the nectar, adopting
the perspective of the accreditation visiting team to
determine whether Skyline College meets the standard
and what can be done to strengthen the draft, including
ensuring it accurately captures Skyline College’s efforts.
With the forum taking place on All Hollow’s Eve, it was
appropriately capped off by a costume contest, with
the winners scoring a gift card to the Skyline College’s
World Cup Coffee & Tea.

During the Tha-din-gyut event, the MCC students
performed two traditional dances. The audience also had
a chance to test their knowledge on Burmese culture by
actively participating in a series of quizzes. At the end of
the event, attendees were treated to Burmese traditional
rice cake, “Sa-Nwin-Ma-Kin.” They also enjoyed taking
pictures with their friends in a photo booth themed with
the Tha-din-gyut festival.
The Myanmar Cultural Club holds meetings every first
and third Friday of the month from 2:00 p.m. – 3:00
p.m. in Building 4’s Multicultural Center. Anyone who
is interested in learning more about Burmese culture is
welcome to join the club!

The third and last forum for this year will be on February
6, 2019. Mark your calendars and be prepared to engage!
Article by Karen E. Wong

ISP will continue to conduct events and workshops
to improve the services offered to its students and the
entire Skyline College community. If you are interested
in learning more about future ISP programs and events,
contact the ISP office at skyinternational@smccd.edu.

International Student Program (ISP)
Hosts the Burmese Festival of Lights

Article by Soe Thura Hlaing | Photos by Nyi Wai Yan
Tun

On October 17, 2018, the International Student Program
(ISP) and Myanmar Cultural Club (MCC) hosted
its first Burmese Festival of Lights, Tha-din-gyut, at
Skyline College. The festival brightened up the college
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Art Professor Tiffany Schmierer
Receives San Joaquin Potters Guild
Award

International Student Program (ISP)
Hosts a Campus Tour to UC Berkeley

Congratulations to Skyline
College art professor Tiffany
Schmierer, who was recently
honored with the San Joaquin
Potters Guild Award in the
2018 Visions in Clay National
Juried Art Exhibition at San
Joaquin Delta College in
Stockton, California! Beth
Ann Gerstein, the Executive
Director of the Museum of
American Ceramic Art in
Pomona, California, made
the selection of artworks and awards for the exhibition,
which featured 58 artworks by 48 artists from around the
country. Schmierer exhibited two sculptures in the show
and received a cash award for her piece Interconnection.

On October 5, 2018, international students from Skyline
College toured the University of California, Berkeley.
The purpose of the tour, which was organized by the
International Student Program (ISP), was to provide an
opportunity for Skyline College international students to
experience the dynamic academic learning communities
at the world-renowned university.
During the walking tour, the students were able to see
some of the landmark buildings on campus including
Stanley Hall, Sather Tower, Doe Memorial Library, and
Campbell Hall. At the end of the tour, a Skyline College
alumni and current student at UC Berkeley shared his
experiences as an international student at UC Berkeley.

Schmierer is a highly regarded Bay Area artist. In
addition to teaching at Skyline College, Schmierer has an
active career in the visual arts, exhibiting her work both
nationally and internationally. Most recently, her work
was exhibited in Taiwan at the New Taipei City Yingge
Ceramics Museum, Sunlight Gallery, and in California
at the AMOCA American Museum of Ceramic Art
in Pomona and the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art.
In discussing her artwork, Schmierer explains, “The
idea expressed in my sculpture Interconnection is the
connective threads we have to our environment and
each other. Realizing and taking a moment to appreciate
these relationships and patterns can help promote
needed empathy and care.”

The Skyline College students enjoyed the beauty of the
campus and felt that the tour was very inspirational.
Additionally, they learned a lot about student life at UC
Berkeley and the transfer admissions process.

Learn more about Schmierer’s work on tiffanyschmierer.
com.

ISP will continue to conduct events and workshops
to improve the services offered to its students and the
entire Skyline College community. If you are interested
in learning more about future ISP programs and events,
contact the ISP office at skyinternational@smccd.edu.

Article by Paul Bridenbaugh

Article by Min Thwin Khant | Photo by Soe Hlaing
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San Mateo County Community College
District Cash for College

the directors, staff and student ambassadors of Skyline
College, College of San Mateo, and Cañada College’s
financial aid office.

On October 20,
2018, the San Mateo
County Community
College District’s
financial aid offices
hosted a district wide
Cash for College
event at College of
San Mateo. The event
welcomed over 200
students and parents
from each colleges’ feeder high schools and members
of the community who were eager to learn more
about applying for financial aid. Guests were treated
to breakfast and had the option to attend a morning
or afternoon workshop offered to both English and
Spanish speaking families. Patricia Mendoza, Skyline
College Financial Aid Technician, conducted one of the
Spanish presentations. The presentations highlighted key
components of the new 2019-2020 Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and California Dream Act
that opened up for students to start applying on October
1, 2018. Throughout the day, computer labs were open
to students and parents to sit down with the support of
a financial aid staff member or student ambassador to
start and submit their financial application.

Article and Photo by Jeremy Evangelista-Ramos

Skyline College Students Share
Experiences at CA Guided Pathways
Institute #4

The California Guided Pathways Project (CAGP)
requested to hear from Skyline College students
and alumni to learn more about their transition into
and through community college at the Institute #4–
Redesigning Student Intake and Ongoing Student
Support on September 6, 2018. Current students Athena
Mendoza, David Lokotui, Damani Williams, Semaj
Payton and Steve Marquez (’18) represented Skyline
College on the panel.
The discussion was moderated by Alison Kadlec,
founding partner of higher education consulting firm
Sova Solutions. The students shared their stories and
experiences navigating postsecondary education. Athena
and David shared their experience as fall 2017 Promise
Scholars, and Damani and Semaj provided insights on
their experiences as fall 2018 Promise Scholars. Steve
highlighted the beneficial impact of networking as a
method of major exploration and discovery. Semaj
discussed the challenges of staying motived in high
school, noting that the warm welcome and support she
received at Skyline College encouraged her to stay on
track during her first year. David also expressed concern
regarding his educational confidence as he transitioned
from high school into college, crediting the Promise
Scholars Summer Institute with encouraging him to

A resource fair was also available during lunch for guests
to visit for additional information that included a booth
for the San Mateo Credit Union and representatives
from our campus support programs and services: the
Extended Opportunity Programs and Services (EOPS),
SparkPoint, the Dream Center and our Outreach office.
Colleges across the state host various iterations of Cash
for College workshops and events to promote and
increase awareness of financial aid to eligible students.
The SMCCCD Cash for College event occurs every year
during the fall to promote financial aid for the upcoming
academic year. The event was a success in part due to
7
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have a “growth mindset” in order to take advantage of
the various opportunities that were available to him at
Skyline College.

organization for survey research, focus group work, and
related services for community and technical colleges
interested in improving educational quality through
strengthened student engagement and student success.

Reflecting on the panel, moderator Alison Kadlec stated:

Article by Lauren Ford | Photo by Alison Kadlec

“The student panel was one of the best I’ve ever been a
part of (and I’ve been doing this work for 15 years)! The
students were so thoughtful, and poised, some of them
overcoming shyness in order to share their perspectives
and experiences in eloquent and moving ways. I was
especially struck before the panel by how curious and
interested the students were about the conference in
general, and how clearly important it was for them
to represent themselves and their college well. The
importance of feeling truly valued by faculty and staff,
and of having access to the range of supports available
at the college came through clearly in their comments,
and were good reminders about why we do the work
we do. The audience was moved not only by the stories
students told about the challenges of balancing work,
family responsibilities and school, but also by the way
they talked about their determination to reach their
goals despite the obstacles. Hearing a student talk
about Carol Dweck’s research on ‘growth mindset’ and
the personal relevance of that research was a powerful
reminder of the difference that college faculty and staff
make in the lives of students every day. In hearing
participants commenting on the panel afterwards, I
believe that all present were inspired, and humbled,
by these students. I believe that the audience members
listened deeply to the students, and it’s my hope that
everyone present came away with an even stronger sense
of urgency about the importance of student-focused
institutional transformation efforts, and of the role that
Guided Pathways reform efforts can play in extending
genuine opportunity for success to all students.”
Thank you to the California Guided Pathways Project
and Center for Community College Student Engagement
for inviting Skyline College students share their stories
and experiences to the Institute #4. The Center for
Community College Student Engagement, located at the
University of Texas College of Education, is a leading

Engineering Students Get Insider
Insight into Career Opportunities

Swinerton Builders opened its gates to engineering
students for insight on career opportunities within
construction management. On October 4, 2018 Intro
to Engineering students attended an informative talk
by Pam Welty, Senior Construction Manager on the
upcoming Environmental Sciences Building. The talk
focused on the project overview, innovations with
LEED and sustainable design for the (in-progress)
Environmental Sciences building. The presentation
also shed some light on the interdisciplinary aspect of
construction with key engineering branches.
The talk was followed with two breakout sessions
where the students went onsite to meet different
project engineers on site to learn about their day-today work, as well as their educational pathway. One
student commented, “This made me learn about how
dynamic the engineering field is. Even though you will
study a particular discipline, there is still a chance that
you’ll take on something else as a career. This makes me
excited for the potential opportunities I could have in
the future.”
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Careers with Children and Education
Job Fair

Special thanks go to Swinerton Builders and XL
Construction for providing our students this unique
opportunity for career exploration on campus!
Article and Photo by Maryam Khan

Skyline College Student Wins at
National Science Conference
Skyline College student
Megan Scott presented her
original scientific research
alongside 800 students at
the SACNAS (Advancing
Hispanics/Chicanos and
Native Americans in Science)
Conference on October 11-13,
2018 in San Antonio, Texas.
Megan’s presentation won the
Microbiology Award and she
now has her first publication:
Antimicrobial Activity
of Grindelia stricta var.
platyphylla, a Native American
Medicinal Plant. Megan competed against students from
several University of California campuses, the University
of Texas, Yale University, Brown University, Stanford
University, several CSUs, and many other universities.
The conference was sponsored by the USDA, Genentech,
and Howard Hughes Medical Institute. Over 4,000
graduate and undergraduate students from across the
country attended the conference.

Skyline College’s Education and Child Development
(EDU/CD) Program hosted its second annual, “Careers
with Children & Education” Job Fair on October 9,
2018 in the Fireside Dining Room. Twenty programs
that serve children and families attended, including
representatives from San Mateo County Office of
Education, South San Francisco Parks & Rec Department
and the Bay Area Down Syndrome Connection. These
programs were invited because of the teacher shortage
and overwhelming need for teachers, teacher’s aides and
qualified staff to work with children.
Students had the opportunity to interview employers
and learn about the educational requirements for
the various positions. They also received resume and
interview advice from Skyline College’s Career Center
and spoke with local universities that provide bachelor’s
and credential programs in education and child
development.
Due to the overwhelming positive responses from both
students and employers, the EDU/CD Program plans
to repeat this event every semester, alternating day
and evening to allow all students an opportunity to
participate.

Papers were selected for the conference in a competitive
judging from abstracts submitted in July. Megan started
her research in spring 2018 with Dr. Christine Case in
BIOL 230 and continued in the summer in BIOL 695.
Article by Dr. Christine Case

Article by Kristina Brower
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Skyline College Learns, Connects, and
Collaborates at Flex Day

Kevin Chak, the day ended on a sweet note with dessert
and a raffle. Congratulations to professor Hellen Zhang
who won the grand prize – a brand new Chromebook!
Throughout the event, the strong presence of classified
staff and adjunct faculty was a welcome occurrence. As
Classified Senate President Michele Haggar points out,
“Closing the campus made it possible for staff to engage
in critical conversations that enhance our ability to serve
students in the best possible way.” When asked about flex
day, CTTL Coordinator Jesse W. Raskin replied, “We
know that effective instruction leads to more student
success. Today was all about investing in educators as
a way to support students. I hope that everyone had an
‘aha’ moment and I’m eager to see how we develop these
ideas, together.”

On Flex Day, October 10, 2018, nearly 200 staff,
faculty, and administrators came together to enhance
connections across the campus and reconnect to the zest
for transformative teaching and learning. Beginning with
a keynote by Dr. Darrick Smith, the CTTL-sponsored
program focused on fostering student success. As Dr.
Smith made clear in his signature impassioned and
approachable way, community college educators have
the unique opportunity to “incite learning like a riot
… for anyone capable of profiting from the instruction
offered.”

The Center for Transformative Teaching and Learning
(CTTL) aspires to advance student success, equity,
and social justice through offering opportunity for
professional development. The CTTL is available to
faculty, staff, and administrators for consultation on all
things teaching and learning.
Article by Jesse W. Raskin and Dr. Rika YonemuraFabian | Photo by Zaw Min Khant

Early feedback suggests that the message resonates at
Skyline College. In the words of Barbara Corzonkoff,
Academic Senate Co-Representative for Adjunct Faculty,
“The keynote speaker was enlightening and the sessions
were all so inviting it was hard to pick just one.”
Nicole Porter, ECE Instructor, agrees: “I enjoyed the
speaker and session on ‘Being Student Ready’. I was
inspired and left with tools and strategies to continue
being a reflective practitioner and to engage my fellow
educators”.
Other highlights included a focus on undocumented
students; highly effective educational practices in and out
of the classroom including grading, affective pedagogy
and themes in general education; and understanding the
new student experience. Thanks to a generous donation
from bookstore manager and Skyline College alumnus
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Upcoming Events
International Education Week
November 13 - November 15, 2018

Student Leadership and Equity Summit
November 30, 2018
12:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Bldg. 1, Skyline College Theater

Study Abroad & Global Internship Fair
November 14, 2018
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Bldg. 6, Fireside Dining Room

Lunch & Learn Series
Beat the Test:
Test-Taking Strategies for Finals
December 4, 2018
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Bldg. 6, Rm. 6-203

Global Internship Panel
November 14, 2018
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Bldg. 6, Fireside Dining Room
International Food Festival
November 15, 2018
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Bldg. 6, Fireside Dining Room

Science in Action Lecture Series
December 5, 2018
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Bldg. 7, Rm. 7-104

Transfer Seminars
November 15, 2018
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Transfer Seminars
December 7, 2018
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Bldg. 2, Rm. 2-351

Future Ready Conference
November 16 , 2018
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Bldg. 7, Rm. 7-106
Science in Action Lecture Series
November 21, 2018
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Bldg. 7, Rm. 7-104
Lunch & Learn Series
Treat Yourself:
Stress Management and Self Care
November 28, 2018
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Bldg. 6, Rm. 6-203
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