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In addition, we have students who are related to Skyline
College Employees:
• Susan Emily Branco – is Psychology Instructor
Christopher Branco’s wife
• Michael Anthony Panelo Diaz – is the nephew
of Nancy Argarin from Administrative Services
• Anjanette Magpantay – is the niece of Golda
Margate from the Office of the Vice President of
Student Services
• Norman James Hinkle Roxas – is the cousin of
Grace Beltran in Counseling
• Amanda Cherise Samujh – is the daughter of
Vinesh Samuhj from Facilities

Good Evening Graduates. You and your colleagues are
recipients of:
• 1722 academic awards including a record 1196
degrees (15 Bachelors and 1181 Associates) and 511
certificates.
• You range in age from 17 to 76
• 251 of you are graduating with honors, 104 with
Cum Laude, 141 Magna Cum Laude and 6 of you
with Summa Cum Laude
• 703 of you are the first to graduate from college
in your family
• And 49 of you are international students,
representing 23 countries (Bolivia, Canada, China,
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Ghana, Honduras,
Indonesia, Ireland, Jordan, Mexico, Myanmar, Nepal,
Nigeria, Singapore, South Africa, South Korea,
Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, United Kingdom and
Venezuela)

At this time, I would like to ask anyone who is currently
serving or has served in the Armed Forces to please
stand so that we can applaud you.
If you are the first college graduate in your family –
please stand.
If you are a parent that had to balance family priorities,
children and college work, please stand
If you had to work while going to school to meet family
obligations, please stand
If there were moments where food, shelter and
transportation were not the most secure resources while
trying to complete a college degree – please stand

For many, it is a family affair. Congratulations to
• Sisters – Rubielyn Mae Rico and Eryka Bactad
• Sisters – Ariana Janine Pipkins and Angelica Lee
Goodman Cerpas
• Aunt and Niece – Peaches Shamuda Jones and
Da’Shaire English
• Brother and Sister – Joshua and Kathrina Emille
Leano
• Cousins – Krystal Kyain and Kyaw Tun
• Cousins – Daniela Nazareth Cazares Rojas and
Claudia Mendoza

If you had to navigate this journey with diversability or
different abilities, please stand…
All of the graduates who are transferring to a 4-year
university or private college please stand to be
recognized for your accomplishment.
But there is one more thing I would like to point out.
Skyline College will now award Baccalaureate Degree.
I want to congratulate the faculty and staff of Skyline
College for making this possible. I want to thank our
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Chancellor Ron Galatolo for his vision and influence
in the entire state for making this possible and for the
tireless work to make sure the people of this county
have a higher education resource once they achieve
an associate degree. I want to thank and congratulate
the inaugural class of the Skyline College Bachelor’s
Degree in Respiratory Care - if you are a member of
that exclusive class – please stand!

the lived realities of your own lives. Recognize that
education and knowledge is about much more than the
utilitarian notion of getting a job. Now do not get me
wrong, we all want to be meaningfully employed but
become employed doing what you love and using what
you learned to make the world better for all.
You now have the ability to interrogate, critique, and
listen for the creation of knowledge. Be the person
that creates the next driver of human advancement or
solves the threats of climate change. Be the person that
develops the economic philosophy that minimizes the
disparities and provides for the basic human rights of
food, shelter and safety. Be the person that unlocks the
puzzles of so many phenomenon that create or sustain
human misery around the globe.

This means you have a lot of celebrating to do—so my
goal is to provide you with a few comments that are bold
enough to get your attention and short enough to keep
your attention.
You see, I am hoping that there will be many more
important milestones like this one in your life…so many
that you won’t be able to remember them all…but do
remember this….

Yes, you are educated. You have the ability to construct
and co-construct knowledge and the ways in which we
understand this world.

You chose a wonderful academically excellent, warm
and welcoming college that embraces the diversity of
people, languages, religions, perspectives, beliefs and
customs of our community. You chose a college that
values social justice and understands the importance
of academically rigorous and excellent education in
making this world a better place. Therefore, it isn’t the
case that you simply were able to fit in…..look at you.
You were able to thrive …to soar…

We are always building on accomplishments of those
before us -- Contributing to the cumulative human
efforts of our time and before. You can use what
you learned in the arts, sciences and humanities and
technical fields to think critically and create beautiful
things with your hands as well as your minds.
All of it is part of the cumulative human effort – We all
play a small part by participating in what will be known
as history.

You are graduating at a time where there are those
in some of the highest and most influential/powerful
offices of the land who are literally debating what is
known to be settled science – they are normalizing
issues in society that had been rendered abnormal such
as racism, bigotry, inhuman public policy and other
issues that exacerbate human misery.

Moreover, you have the ability to articulate that
knowledge in ways that serve you and others. However,
to do so, you have to have a critical consciousness and in
this globalized context, some cultural, social and racial
literacy.

Many of them are educated but they allow ideology to
override their educated selves. So I will ask you to take
care; value the Science, the arts, the humanities, the
social science that informs your thinking. Recognize
the significance of having a purpose that is informed
by the people you care for, the passion you have and

I want you to understand and acknowledge the power
of language…and, I want you to understand and
acknowledge the language of power. That is what you
must remember….
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If you are to use your education to make a difference
in this world… to make sure that it ever even mattered
that you were on this earth in the first place… an intense
understanding of the concepts of power and the sociopolitical underpinnings that impact our realities are
a prerequisite not only for your success but for our
survival.

Finally, leave us with this idea in mind. This nation of
immigrants is already great because people used their
education, no matter what level, formal and informal --to work hard, to challenge the status quo and stand up to
injustice. People looked at the issues of their times and
gave their blood, sweat, tears, heart and soul so many
could learn together, live together, walk, talk, eat, play
together.

Here is another memorable part.. I ask this of every
graduating class…. Look to your left/right… set your
eyes on the faculty in all of their regalia… This is what
it looks like when you dedicate your life’s work to
something other than yourself. This faculty have given
a lifetime of work, commitment, scholarship and service
to making sure that you have this moment in time, this
moment in your life. Take a moment to consider the
sheer selfless-ness of this type of commitment. Applause

Moreover, believe it or not, these rights and privileges
herein are not set in stone. If you fail to pay attention
and act, you can lose the very thing lives were lost to
get – your democracy and the freedoms so many of us
take for granted.
We are witnessing, first hand, what it looks like to deny
the humanity of wholesale communities of people based
on their immigrations status. In this nation, build by
immigrants, great because of immigrants – Let’s not
forget what it looks like when we are kind, and caring,
empathetic and compassionate to no end.

Now close your eyes and imagine all of the little children
who are a part of your life. Your family, neighbors,
friends…. You are the embodiment of their hopes and
aspirations – you are the embodiment of what is possible
for them. That means your success and their future are
inextricably linked. Take them to higher places.

Graduates please stand if you are old enough to vote.
Remain standing if you are registered to vote, remain
standing if you voted in the last election.

Another thing—you did not get here alone. You had
help and support along the way – from someone…
friends, family and strangers. Now it is time for you to
consider helping others. Start a small scholarship even
if it is just 100 bucks to buy a book or class materials for
someone coming up behind you. Pay it forward as you
leave us behind….

Look around, these are the heroes and heroines who are
preserving the democracy.
I’m going to give you a final exam –… the great news is
that I going to tell you the answer. The answer is Vote –
• There are forces right now erecting barriers to make
it harder for some groups of people to exercise their
rights – but what can you do about it?
• There are organized efforts to marginalize, oppress,
disenfranchise certain groups but what can you do
about it?
• There are structural efforts that create and maintain
income disparities that are unbelievable, but what can
you do about it?
• There is racism, sexism, ageism, discrimination
based on ability, but what can you do about it?.

Remember Skyline College. Think of us as you make
career choices. Come back and be the professors
and directors, the deans and coordinators, the vice
presidents, the public safety personnel and facilities
staff, the classified staff and auxiliary staff and even the
President that we so desperately appreciate and need in
order to stand up here the next year and the next and the
next in service to you and those who will follow.
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Skyline College Dream Center PSC
Helps Create a Report on State-Wide
Undocumented Student Support

• There is anti-youth sentiment and antiintellectualism, but what can you do about it?
• Our justice system is anything but just, but what
can you do about it?
• We are over-consuming and living in a way that
threats the environment and the mere sustainability
of the planet – but what can you do about it?
• Our policies seem to benefit the haves consistently
over the have-nots, but what can you do about it?
• Our policies are making education an even more
difficulty thing to attain, but what can you do about
it?
• Yes, young people are graduating with
unprecedented student loan debt because of our
policies, but you can do something about it.
• This wealthiest nation on the planet, people –
human beings are homeless and hungry, but what
can you do about it?
• Yes, children in America are hungry, but what can
you do about it?

Last summer, Dream Center Program Services
Coordinator Pamela Ortiz Cerda was selected by the
California Community College Chancellor’s Office to
be part of a Dreamer’s Advisory Group. This group was
tasked with creating and disseminating a survey about
undocumented student support to California’s 114
community college.
The research from the survey was paired with research
collected at seven regional meetings that took place
throughout California. In these regional meetings,
staff from local colleges doing undocumented student
support and advocacy work were invited to discuss
the issues that their students are facing and share best
practices with each other.
Once all of this data was collected, the committee created
recommendations for how the Chancellor’s Office
could improve system-wide support of undocumented
students. An excerpt for the report reads:

These seem like intractable problems. Problems that
people say can never be fixed, they are just too big. But
I beg to differ. You can do something about every one
of them. Many of you can vote.
Many can -- but many do not. I am challenging you
not to let another election cycle, large or small, 2 year
or 4 year go by without you being fully engaged and
enfranchised, lest you let others decide for you what
is in your and your communities’ best interest. Now
please stand if you commit to using and not wasting
your right to vote…

As institutions of higher education continue to enroll
undocumented students, colleges and universities must
build institutional capacity for their success by creating
and implementing comprehensive policies and practices
aligning with their institutional mission and vision.
Facilitating equal access, affordability, and establishing
academic support systems throughout all institutions of
higher education has the potential to benefit all.

You have received many lessons here at Skyline College.
You are educated.
I hope you recognize this most important lesson. Stand
up and be counted. VOTE!
I wish you all the success and happiness you deserve.
Congratulations Skyline College Class of 2019!

Article by Pamela Ortiz Cerda
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Students Shine In the Internship Job
Shadow Program

Program and the SparkPoint Center, the BAEC is able
to provide a unique internship experience for students,
where they engage in a real-world career setting.
The Job Shadow Program is a great way for students to
benefit from hands-on career exploration and projectbased learning while they pursue their educational goals
at Skyline College. The IJSP empowers students to define
success for themselves. This program supports students
in developing and enhancing the skills they will need
to be successful, whether they decide to continue their
education, contribute meaningfully to the workforce,
pursue entrepreneurship as a career, or all three!

This spring, the Internship Job Shadow Program, hosted
five student interns across various campus programs,
including the off-site Bay Area Entrepreneur Center
office. In addition to earning one unit of Cooperative
Ed credit, funded by the IJSP, the student interns
participated in events, on and off-campus and in various
activities where they learned industry-related skills, and
the ins and outs of how programs at the college function
to serve students.

We are currently accepting applications for the summer
2019 academic semester. The application can be found
here: skylinebaec.org/internships.php. Please spread the
word!
Article by Pcyeta Stroud | Photo by Sam Panganiban

Grab & Go: Affordable Student Meals

The student interns also worked collaboratively to
complete and present a project where they identified
problems in our world and proposed solutions. The
focus of their group project was education on the health
effects of global warming.
This semester, the IJSP would like to highlight student
intern, Vincent Blensdorf. Vincent is in his first year
at Skyline College, is currently studying finance and
competes on the wrestling team- go Trojans! Vincent
is also a member of the fall 2018 Promise Scholars
cohort. After shadowing under Kevin Chak this past
semester, Vincent has been hired to work at the Skyline
College Bookstore as a paid student assistant. Vincent
will be the 8th student that was hired as a result of their
participation in the IJSP.

Skyline College has created a Grab & Go meal program
offering low-cost nutritious meal options for lunch and
dinner available to all students with a Student ID at a
cost of just $3.00 for each meal. This extremely low-cost
meal plan is made possible thanks to the leadership of
the Associated Students of Skyline College, which has
worked in collaboration with the college to subsidize
the $6.00 cost of the meals by half – reducing the costper-meal for the student to $3.00. Individuals without

With continued support from campus partners, such as
the Center for Career and Workforce Programs, Skyline
College Bookstore, the Study Abroad and Exchange
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a Student ID may still purchase meals for $6.00. The
program soft launched in April and is available at World
Cup Coffee & Tea located next to the Fireside Dining
Room in Building 6.

tuition and housing. On top of that, she will graduate
from Skyline College this Spring with three associate
degrees: Political Science, Interdisciplinary Studies: Arts
and Humanities, and Interdisciplinary Studies Social
and Behavioral Science. She is an honors student and
an active member of the Skyline College community
since her first semester.

For $3.00 (or $6.00 without a student ID), the Grab &
Go bundle consists of:
One triangle prepackaged sandwich (tuna, ham and
cheese, egg salad, chicken salad, salami and cheese,
turkey and cheese or roast beef and cheese)
One fresh fruit or healthy snack
One Aquafina bottled water(16.9oz)
The Grab & Go package was developed by the Skyline
College Bookstore and SparkPoint, in partnership with
the Associated Students of Skyline College.

She is a member of several clubs including Latin
American Student Organization (LASO), Model United
Nations Club, the Associated Students of Skyline College
(ASSC) and Women’s Mentoring and Leadership
Academy (WMLA).
As Secretary General of the Model United Nations Club,
she has participated in conferences at UC Berkeley
(UCB) and UC Davis. In particular, she participated in
a debate at UCB about her native country, Venezuela,
representing Skyline College. She also received a full
scholarship to attend a United Nations conference in
Washington, DC in the summer of 2018.

In fall 2019, a projected 100 meals will be sold each week.
Several categorical programs on campus have expressed
interest in further subsidizing the remaining $3.00 for
fall 2019 students who are in their program. The Grab
& Go program is a compliment to the SparkPoint Food
Pantry and Free Community Market that are offered at
Skyline College. As a full marketing campaign has just
launched, we look forward to contributing to a solution
for the widespread food insecurity many students at
Skyline College experience daily.

Furthermore, she was selected to attend “Becoming:
An Intimate Conversation with Michelle Obama” in
December 2018. Nellyana also volunteers with the
Make-a-Wish foundation, a non-profit organization that
grants wishes to children who are critically ill. Her job
is to find out what a child’s wish is and to make it come
true within the assigned budget.

Article by Brittney Sneed

International Student Receives
$82,000 Transfer Scholarship

This summer, Nellyana will go to Madrid, Spain for
an internship where she will gain experience helping
undocumented immigrants get legal status in a nonprofit law firm. She has received scholarships from
San Mateo County Community College District and
Associated Students of Skyline College to cover the
expenses for this internship.

Nellyana Altuve Rojo from
Caracas, Venezuela has
received an $82,000 transfer
scholarship to Menlo College
where she hopes to attain
a Bachelor of Science in
International Management.
The scholarship will cover
most of her expenses at
Menlo College including

Nellyana has this to say about her Skyline College
experience, “Skyline College opened doors for me and
made me feel welcomed, I felt like I belonged right away.
It supported me in achieving my educational goals.
7
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Today I’m beyond thankful to Skyline College because
I will receive 3 associate degrees related to my major and
priceless experience in leadership.”

Delighted with New Orleans southern hospitality, each
Skyline College student was exposed to daily activities,
clubs, diversity and the impact of each campus’s strong
community, which can vitally play a key role in a
student’s success.
Coming back from New Orleans HBCU tour, the
majority of the Skyline College students took back a
piece of that southern hospitality by bridging together
as a small community within itself. Most students were
culturally moved as well as inspired to apply to some
of these HBCUs. It is evident that being able to attend
this tour, it really opened up each student’s mind to a
possibility of transferring to a four-year university being
of an HBCU. Upon returning back to Skyline College
each of these chosen 12 students were enlightened
with more of the logistics as to what an HBCU is
about leading them to reflect on what this wonderful
experience did for them.

We wish Nellyana all the best for her future!
Article and Photo by Clair Yeo-Sugajski

Skyline College Students Tour HBCU’s
LSU, Dillard, Xavier, and Southern
University

Here is a quote of one of the student’s experiences:
“At first I did not have a clear idea or enough information
to know the importance of what an HBCU really stood
for and what it offered to its students. Being a part of this
outstanding experience really opened my eyes up to all
that I was unaware of being a soon to transfer student.
This semester on April 21-24, 2019, 12 Skyline College
students were chosen to attend a phenomenal and rare
opportunity in touring the beautiful location of New
Orleans, Louisiana in pursuit of a possible destination
in transferring to an HBCU.

Not only was New Orleans full of historical memorabilia,
there was a strong value in the word “Community”.
Seeing the unity and equality that was bestowed within
the culture of this HBCU tour definitely made me
reconsider my options of transferring to a school in
California to considering building my brand as well as
being amongst such a modest environment at an HBCU
in New Orleans, LA.

Upon this trip the students, soon to be transfers,
were able to capture the essence of how an HBCU
(Historical Black Colleges and Universities) could
impact their decision-making by giving a wide spectrum
of education and culture. Students were able to engage
in conversations while networking closely with staff,
faculty and administration of each HBCU, as well as
enjoying every aspect of each culturally enriched college
and university.

“Home is where the heart is” that comes to mind to me
as there was a strong feeling of being at home visiting
each HBCU campus. I, myself can honestly say that this
tour changed my perspective in all aspects as to what
the right fit could be for me when applying to transfer.
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Experiencing the HBCU tour has been life changing,
and this summer of 2019, I will be applying for two of
the HBCU schools in hopes to set myself up for the
ultimate goal, which is success!

Tackling the sustainability aspect fostered team
collaboration and influenced many of the new designs
that were implemented. The students utilized equipment
in the Base 11 Innovation Center located in Building 7.
It was here that the team of future aspiring engineers
worked on the solar powered boat. Many of the new
components being built in the innovation lab were
sourced from recycled materials. These upcycled
additions included a student donated car roof rack that
was used to mount and secure a re-purposed ice cooler
box that housed the electronics, aluminum bars that
served as structural I-beams to join catamaran style
boat together and hardware and leftover plumbing that
served to be a useful and effective steering solution.

Article by Erick McFadyen | Photo by Kaelynn Malani

Skyline College Participates In
Another Annual SMUD Solar Regatta!

It is a long held Engineering and Robotics Club tradition
that the team and faculty camp overnight prior to the
race at the Rancho Secco Recreational Area. The trip
serves as a great opportunity for the students to build
team camaraderie and is a chance for them to learn from
and get to know their advisors.

On Saturday, May 4th, 2019, the force was with Skyline
College’s Engineering and Robotics Club (ERC) as they
competed in the 8th annual Sacramento Municipal
Utility District (SMUD) Solar Boat Regatta held at the
Rancho Secco Recreational area in Sacramento. The
team consisted of 10 students and four faculty members
who camped lakeside that Friday night, gearing up and
making last minute preparations for the race.

Many other Northern California teams camped that
night, which allowed students and faculty to network
and collaborate with other schools on the boat project.
Legendary chef, Nick Kapp, prepared an incredible
balanced meal that night, giving strength to the team
for their upcoming competition. The overnight camping
trip was a blast for everyone, and allowed the group
to kick back and relax around friends and a warm
campfire. It was the final stretch of a journey that took
hours upon hours of assembling, rethinking, trial and
error and problem solving on the fly. The team grew
closer with every challenge they faced and overcame,
which is arguably the most important aspect of the solar
boat project: teamwork.

To compete in the Solar Regatta, Skyline College’s
Engineering and Robotics Club had to design and build
a fully functional solar powered boat that could quickly
maneuver through a series of difficult courses. This
year’s boat was named Skywalker, an allusion towards
Star Wars Day (May the fourth).
The team used the previous year’s solar boat chasse
and enhanced its performance by reducing its overall
weight and finishing the boat’s surface with a high gloss
paint. The decision to reuse the boat chasse saved the
team time, allowing them to focus their efforts on other
categories of the competition, such as sustainability.

Within the competition, the students had to perform in
three challenging races and conduct a technical, artistic
and sustainability presentation of their work in front of
panel of judges. In the sustainability category, the ERC’s
Skywalker came in 2nd place! For artistic design, the
9
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team scored 3rd place. Their technical design scored
them another 3rd place. Overall, even though the team
had technical difficulties, their team spirit allowed them
to push through the competition, placing them in 7th
place out of 18 schools — one spot better than last year!

College saw just how hard it is to be a Contract
Manufacturing Organization (CMO) in the life sciences
or pharmaceutical space.
The Skyline College biomanufacturing group has
volunteered to produce petri dishes for BABEC, a
nonprofit that supplies biotechnology lessons to local
high schools. The biotechnology club followed cGMP,
biopharmaceutical industrial standards, making these
plates.

The importance of teamwork extends well beyond the
Engineering and Robotics club and Skyline College.
During the event presentation, Ohlone College’s boat fell
off its stand, breaking majority of the boat’s components
such as it’s motors. Feeling their pain and knowing how
much work they put into their project, Skyline College’s
team went out of their way to offer up a working motor
to Ohlone College so that they could continue to
compete. Unfortunately the damage was too severe but
the judges were so impressed by the support showed
by Skyline College’s team that they awarded them with
the Leading by Example trophy. This trophy is symbolic
of this teams’ collaborative, friendly and team oriented
mindset: the essence of this competition.

The group learned that having the correct materials,
planning and communicating with all members of the
group is required for good manufacturing. Originally,
the group had planned to pour 2000 plates. However,
there was a backlog in the media prep room and our
members were not able to get into the autoclave on time
(which takes an hour to work), starting at 2:00 p.m.
rather than noon.
The group found out that the medium would boil over
in the autoclave, so instead of having three liters, we
now only had two liters of medium. The group decided
to press ahead and still manufacture what they could.

This is Skyline College’s 4th time competing in the
SMUD Solar Regatta.
Article by Marco Wehrfritz, Nick Kapp and Michael
Toledo

We experienced problems with our pump (which filled
the plates with 10 ml of medium), stacking our plates
and clotting of the agar, a thickening agent, in one pump
and dribbling in the other. After an hour, we found that
we could only make 120 plates in an hour and that even
with two groups manufacturing plates, we would still be
in lab on a Friday evening.

Students Manufacture a Way to Learn
from Their Mistakes

To top it all off, the group discovered that the media
prep team did not add agar to one set of the media so the
120 plates they poured would never solidify and have
to be thrown out.
The goal of manufacturing is to create many of
something with as little variability as possible. Mistakes,
if they occur at all, should be very infrequent. This
past semester, the Biomanufacturing Club at Skyline
10
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On a side note, the biomanufacturing group will be
demonstrating some of the innovative teaching labs
that our students came up with at the Bay Area Makers
Fair held at the San Mateo Fairgrounds on Saturday,
May 18, 2019 and Sunday, May 19, 2019. This is a fun
fair for DIY and Makers of all kinds, so if you are near
downtown San Mateo this weekend you should check
us out.

Students also attended lectures by professional ceramics
artists that included clay demonstrations.
Each college is provided a retail space in downtown
Davis to transform into a pop-up gallery for the
weekend.
The Skyline College show was located in a former
jewelry store with large glass display cases ready to fill
with ceramic art pieces. The installation took a full day
and included preparing pedestals and wall displays,
hanging lights and arranging the artwork and signage.

Article and Photo by Nick Kapp

Ceramics Students Show Their Work
in 2019 California Conference for the
Advancement of Ceramic Art

Participation in the Skyline College Ceramic Art show is
a capstone project for our upper-level ceramics students.
Through hands-on learning, students experience how
to set up a professional exhibition. They created a
series of three or more pieces around a selected theme,
wrote an artist statement and resume, photographed
and promoted their work and interacted with show
attendees. Following the event, they wrote a reflection
on their work and the show.
The show contained a wide array of themes and styles,
reflecting the diverse artistic expression of Skyline
College students. Participating students welcomed
conference guests to our show and shared their
inspirations, ideas and techniques. The large variety of
school exhibitions presented a wonderful opportunity
for students to connect with potential transfer schools,
their instructors and current students.
Ceramics professor Tiffany Schmierer co-curated the
show with the students and was an exhibitor in the
main conference show with her ceramic sculpture. The
California Conference for the Advancement of Ceramic
Art is all about promoting art education, collaboration
and creative learning.

For the 11th consecutive year, Skyline College
ceramics students participated in the annual California
Conference for the Advancement of Ceramic Art in
Davis, CA from May 2-5, 2019. The conference draws
collegiate ceramics students from the region who
display their artwork and attend over 30 exhibitions by
other colleges and universities throughout California.

Article and Photos by Tiffany Schmierer
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Skyline College Students Win at
SFSU’s Intramural Speech and Debate
Tournament

On Friday, May 10, 2019, two Skyline College/Design
Tech High School students, Benjamen Gao (High School
Junior) and Amaryllis Gao (High School Freshman)
took 3rd place in the parliamentary debate category.
Amaryllis also took home first place for top speaker
award, a huge accomplishment in this highly competitive
community! San Francisco State University’s Bi-Annual
Speech and Debate Intramural Tournament unites
forensics programs to offer Skyline College, CCSF, SFSU,
USF and other Bay Area students an opportunity to
practice and apply methods of public speaking, oral
interpretation, persuasion, argumentation and debate.
Article by Lindsey Ayotte | Photo by Benjamen Gao
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