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Skyline College Launches Free
Community Market to Combat Food
Insecurity

Second Harvest Food Bank collaborated with Skyline
College staff to create the innovative program designed
to reduce some of the barriers that keep people who are
struggling with food insecurity from accessing healthy
food.
The Free Community Market will compliment Skyline
College’s other community-facing programs including
Sparkpoint at Skyline College, which provides students
and the community with free financial resources like
coaching and tax preparation, as well as food pantry
access through private shopping appointments.
“The Free Community Market is designed to make it
as easy as possible for students and other community
members to access healthy food. This project arose
because we recognized a clear need in the community
and on our own campus to provide direct support to
combat food insecurity,” said Chad Thompson, Director
of Sparkpoint at Skyline College. “We are incredibly
proud to expand our offerings through this innovative
new project that helps to eliminate the stigma of
accepting food assistance.”
Second Harvest estimates that 1 in 4 people are at risk
for hunger in Silicon Valley. CEO Leslie Bacho explained
that many residents are forced to choose between paying
for the high cost of housing and putting healthy food
on the table. “Food insecurity is a very real issue in our
community and many who experience it are not aware
help is available. Second Harvest is testing new ways to
make our services more accessible to those who need
help, and we are thrilled to partner with Skyline College
in that important effort.”

SparkPoint at Skyline College has launched a weekly
Free Community Market that will provide access to
free groceries, including a variety of fresh fruits and
vegetables, to students and local community members.
The market, launched in partnership with Second
Harvest Food Bank of Santa Clara and San Mateo
Counties, aims to address food insecurity in the local
community and on campus through a farmers market
style experience. This new approach to distributing
groceries focuses on celebration, abundance and
inclusion so community members and students who
need a little help can feel comfortable receiving it.

The market will also help to address key issues brought to
light in a survey of Skyline College students conducted
in Spring 2018 that revealed a high percentage of
students struggle with food insecurity. In that survey,
31% of students stated that they had skipped a meal
or ate less because there wasn’t enough money for
food. However, only 16% of students had visited the

The weekly Free Community Market will take place
every Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the
Skyline College campus outside in front of Building 4.
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Food Pantry offered on campus. The Free Community
Market will make access to food easier for students and
community members who may not be aware of other
resources, who may be uncomfortable seeking out
resources, or who perceive themselves as ineligible to
receive assistance.

companies in the Bay Area with the aim of women
empowerment and career retention in the workforce.
Students were funded to attend the dinner through
Skyline College’s STEM Pathways Program, a grantfunded project supported by the U.S. Department of
Education Developing Hispanic Serving Institution
Program (DHSI Award No. P031S180169).

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photos by Zaw Min
Khant

Leading women at Strava, a highly popular and
international social fitness network application
company, shared their thinking and expertise in areas
of career development, meaningful data, iOS and server
engineering, scaling to meet demands, branding, and
company culture that encourages innovation. Students
practiced their elevator speeches beforehand and
anticipated the networking event as a first of many for
our Skyline College women pursuing engineering and
science. It was a highly engaging and inspirational event
for our students!

Skyline College’s STEM Women
Celebrate International Day of
Women and Girls in Science!

If you are interested in events like this, please stop by
our WISER! Club meetings. WISER! aims to empower
Skyline College women in their STEM pathways for
an improved gender balance within the classroom and
workforce. We support each other as fellow peers while
celebrating and recognizing our cultural diversity. The
club meets every Monday, from 12:00 p.m. -1:00 p.m. in
Building 7, Room 7-307. Guest speakers, workshops and
off-campus excursions are facilitated based on monthly
themes: Careers in February, Women’s History Month
in March, Academics in April and Personal Growth in
May.

Students from WISER! (Women In Science and
Engineering Represent!) and the Engineering and Tech
Scholars learning community celebrated International
Day of Women and Girls in Science on February
11, 2019 by hosting a lunch and discussion on the
importance of closing the gender gap within STEM
fields by reaching out to younger women and increasing
retention in science. Club members shared their
personal and cultural experiences with STEM gender
disparities while empowering each with the notion that
resilience is power.

Engineering & Tech Scholars (ETS), a learning
community for students pursuing Engineering,
Computer Science and Physics, is now receiving
applications for its Fall 2019 cohort.
Article by Jenny Le, Maryam Khan and Christal Nevarez

The women continued their festivities at Strava
Headquarters on February 12, 2019 for a Girl Geek
X Dinner which are hosted weekly at different tech
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Wrestling and Women’s Basketball
Selected by CCCAA as Scholar Teams
for 2017-2018

Our America: An Aspiring Writer

Kaileiani Louie, a 12th
grade Middle College
student and a member of
the Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society was honored by
Nota Bene which showcases
the writing talents of Phi
Theta Kappa members from
throughout the nation.
Nota Bene takes its name
from the Latin expression for “note well” and it is the
nation’s only literary anthology featuring excellence in
writing among community college students. She was
published in the 24th edition of the Nota Bene. The
title of her submission “Corruption and Contradicting
Comments” analyzes the messaging about the economic
inequity between the American working class and the
upper class.

Skyline College wrestling and women’s basketball teams
were named Scholar Team recipients by the California
Community College Athletic Association (CCCAA) for
the 2017-2018 academic year. Only one team is selected
for each sport sponsored by the CCCAA. This is a
special award as it emphasizes academic achievement
of all the members of a specific team.
The criteria for nomination are:
1. Participation in an intercollegiate sport during the
2017-2018 academic year.
2. 80% or more of team participants successfully
completing 12 or more units during their season of
sport.
3. Achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher for
all units attempted by members of the team during
their season of sport.
4. Achieving better than average results in
intercollegiate athletic competition.

Article by Dr. Raymond Jones

An Emerging Poet

Kayla Jackson, an 11th grade
Middle College student,
published her first poetry
selection entitled “Blue
Mondays” in the anthology,
the Gifted Penman’s Poetry
Collection Volume 1.
Founded in 2018, Gifted
Penman’s Poetry was created
with one goal in mind: to
give every poet a voice. On Amazon, the collection “…
showcases talented aspiring poets and their expressions
on a multitude of topics in many poetic forms. These
authors come from many different walks of lives. Their
various individual experiences can be felt within the
pages of this book, and this is exactly what sets this
colorful collection apart from the others.”

Teams are nominated by each conference in every sport
and compete against other teams and conferences in the
state for this honor. Congratulations to the deserving
students on their wonderful accomplishments both in
the classroom and on the court and mat. Additionally,
congratulations to their Head Coaches, Chris Watters
(Women’s Basketball) and James Haddon (Wrestling)
and their staff in supporting and working with the
students. A final note of thanks to all the faculty and
staff at Skyline College, with special recognition to
Kate Browne, Danielle Powell, Kwame Thomas and Dr.
Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza for their hard work in helping
the Scholar Team recipients as well as writing letters of
support for the nominations.
Article by Joe Morello

Article by Dr. Raymond Jones
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Building a Hunger-Free Community

Highlights from the report:
• Researchers interviewed universities and colleges
from six states. Skyline College was the only
community college from California selected for an
interview.
• As of September 2018, over 650 colleges reported
having a food pantry on campus. This number has
been growing steadily.
• Of the 3.3 million students who were potentially
eligible for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) in 2016, less than half said they
participated.
• The report starts with the following quote, which
expresses the impact that student food insecurity
can have on the national educational system and
budget: “In fiscal year 2017, the federal government
spent over $122 billion in grants, loans and workstudy funds through federal student aid programs
to help make college accessible to students. This
substantial federal investment in higher education
is at risk if college students drop out because they
cannot afford basic necessities like food.”
• Recommendation: Food and Nutrition Services
(FNS) should clarify the rules and share information
on how states help eligible students use SNAP.

Seventeen Middle College
students- a combination of
11th and 12th graders- spent a
Friday afternoon volunteering
at the Second Harvest
Foodbank Bing Center in San
Carlos sorting food. They
were able to sort 5,408 pounds
into 336 cases. Second Harvest
is committed to providing
free healthy food to anyone
in need. People are welcome
at their food distribution sites,
regardless of citizenship or immigration status, ethnicity
or sexual orientation.
Article by Dr. Raymond Jones

SparkPoint and Skyline College
Highlighted in National Student
Food Insecurity Report

This report will increase awareness about the national
issue of student food insecurity and prompt more
lawmakers, colleges and communities to take action.
Please share this report with any colleagues and any
other interested parties.
In 2017, the Government Accountability Office (GAO)
started their work on a national report covering student
food insecurity and the promising programs currently
being offered to address this issue at the college level.
The research team contacted SparkPoint at Skyline
College and requested a full day of interviews with staff,
faculty and administrators from across the campus, as
well as a confidential student focus group. Data was
collected for over a year and the report was released on
January 9, 2019 (link below).

If you have any questions about the report or would like
to get more involved with programs addressing student
food insecurity at Skyline College, please contact Chad
Thompson, Director for SparkPoint at Skyline College,
thompsonc@smccd.edu.
You can access the full report here: https://www.gao.gov/
products/GAO-19-95.
Article by Chad Thompson | Photo by Zaw Min Khant
5

SKYLINE COLLEGE BOARD REPORT
FEBRUARY 27, 2019

International Student Program (ISP)
Hosts Mixer for Students!

the root beer float, a classic American diner staple,
consisting of root beer and a scoop of vanilla ice cream.
The party was a great success, with new friendships
forged and new culinary treats savored!
Article by Clair Yeo-Sugajski | Photo by Zaw Min Khant

Skyline College Learns, Connects and
Collaborates on Flex Day

On February 1, 2019, Skyline College students—
international and domestic alike—faculty and staff
members gathered at the Multicultural Center for
the International Student Program’s kickoff event, the
International Student Mixer. The mixer was an excellent
opportunity for all members of the Skyline College
community to get together for some fun!

On January 11, 2019, staff, faculty and administrators
came together for the first Flex Day of Spring 2019.
The program was designed to highlight approaches to
education that emphasize a focus on who we teach not
just on what we teach. As keynote speaker Dr. Allyson
Tintiangco-Cubales urged the audience, “We have a
shared responsibility to be responsive to our students
and their understanding of the world, to prepare them
to transform it for the better.”

The event was well-attended, starting off with brief
welcome notes from the Dean of Global Learning
Programs & Services, Russell Waldon, and the ISP
manager, Dr. Wissem Bennani. This was followed by
an energetic icebreaker which brought out everyone’s
competitive spirits and got the party going. The
highlight of the event was an African dance to the tune
of “Sensima” by Skiibii featuring Reekado Banks which
was led by Abiodun Foresythe, Ovie Ogege and Gloria
Ewuradjoa Wilson. The trio wowed the crowd with
their dancing moves and confidence, paving the way
for others to begin dancing as well. Meanwhile, for the
non-dancers in attendance, a Super Mario Party game
was set up on the big screen and students took turns
playing the mini games with gusto.

Early feedback suggests that the campus welcomed
this approach: “Dr. Tintiangco-Cubales delivered
an inspiring keynote that set the tone for Flex Day.
What resonated with me was her focus on building
relationships with students and asking what they need,
instead of assuming,” said Michelle Batista, Director of
Student Support.
After the keynote, faculty moderator Nate Nevado and
a panel of four Skyline College students took the stage
to share and discuss what motivates them to achieve
their educational goals. Yatin Kumar, Paul Dzul, Tia
Samn and Chantel Jaycee Giner each made clear that
they deserve and desire educators willing to connect

Additionally, students were introduced to various
popular American snacks such as Flaming Hot Cheetos
and Chex Mix. The unanimous crowd favorite was
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with them as humans and as learners. Unprompted, each
student named a specific Skyline College educator who
made a transformative difference in their lives, making
it a proud moment for the institution.
Having students take the spotlight was part of an
intentional approach on Flex Day to situate learners at
the center of the efforts of educators. In the words of
Jessica Silver-Sharp, Adjunct Librarian, “Flex Day was
great, especially the student panel! It was empowering
for me to hear from students in their own words about
what motivates them to succeed.”
The day also included sessions on topics such as
Open Educational Resources, being student ready,
transformative teaching practices, consequential
communications, high impact practices, classified
engagement in the college redesign and supporting
students with children. This aligns with the Center
for Transformative Teaching and Learning’s (CTTL)
commitment to support the college’s efforts to close
equity gaps and increase opportunities for student
success. In designing the program, CTTL sought to
bring multiple voices to the fore, since students, faculty,
classified staff and administrators have a role to play in
these efforts. In the words of Classified Senate President,
Michele Haggar, “It is inspiring to see several professional
development sessions on one flex day led entirely by
classified staff!”
The CTTL provides, supports and promotes professional
development at Skyline College and is available to faculty,
staff and administrators for consultation on all aspects of
transformative teaching and learning.
Article by Center for Transformative Teaching and
Learning (CTTL) | Photo by Zaw Min Khant
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Upcoming Events
Maroon Melodies (Soliloquies of a Slick Sound)
Art Exhibition by Christopher Burch
Now - March 15, 2019
Skyline College Art Gallery, Building 1, Room 1-121

19th Annual President’s Breakfast
March 21, 2019
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Lake Merced Golf Club
Daly City, CA

Reception for Maroon Melodies
(Soliloquies of a Slick Sound)
Art Exhibition by Christopher Burch
February 28, 2019
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Skyline College Art Gallery, Building 1, Room 1-121

La Raza Youth Conference
March 22, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room
Skyline College

Women on Writing Conference
March 2, 2019
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202
Skyline College
Rock the School Bells
March 9, 2019 | March 23, 2019
Skyline College
Capital Improvement Projects Forum
March 11, 2019
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room
Skyline College
Expanding Your Horizons
March 16, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Skyline College Gymnasium, Building 3

8

