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President’s Breakfast Fundraising
Success Continues

This year’s guest speaker, Promise Scholar Kevin
Martinez, spoke about his experience as a Promise
Scholar and how the program empowered him to lead
other students as a Supplemental Instruction Leader.
The moving address underscored why the Promise
Scholars Program is such a critical initiative to ensure
that every student can attend college.
Kevin said it best in his own words while speaking to
President’s Breakfast attendees:
“The Promise Scholars Program is truly a catalyst that
can spark a world of potential in a single individual. It’s
a key that can unlock unlimited possibilities. It’s a first
step in a much larger journey – a journey that I, and
all 507 of my fellow Promise Scholars are just starting
on – right now.”
Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photos by Zaw Min
Khant

Skyline College hosted the 19th Annual President’s
Breakfast on Thursday, March 21, 2019 at the Lake
Merced Golf Club. A crowd of 250 donors gathered
from across northern San Mateo County, including
representatives from national, state and local
government; the San Mateo Community College Board
of Trustees; our sister colleges and fellow educators; and
the local business community.

Skyline College Leader Selected as a
2019-2020 Aspen Presidential Fellow

This year’s Breakfast was incredibly successful, raising
roughly $240,000 to support students through the
Promise Scholars Program. In addition to providing
student scholarships, these funds continue to support
the innovative projects and initiatives of the President’s
Innovation Fund – a mini-grant process that allows
faculty and staff to launch creative and effective
approaches to achieving Skyline College’s mission,
vision and values. These projects continue to shape the
landscape of Skyline College.

Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza, Ph.D., vice president of
instruction at Skyline College, has been selected by the
Aspen Institute’s College Excellence Program to join the
2019-2020 class of the Aspen Presidential Fellowship for
Community College Excellence, a leadership program
aimed at preparing the next generation of community
college presidents to transform institutions to achieve
higher and more equitable levels of student success, both
in college and in the labor market.

At the event, a short film highlighted the great work
done by several of the President’s Innovation Fund
recipients – work that is a direct result of fundraising
from the breakfast.
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“We are incredibly proud to have Dr. Taylor-Mendoza
on the executive leadership team at Skyline College,”
said Regina Stanback Stroud, Ed.D., president of Skyline
College. “She is the kind of leader institutions of higher
education need to make a difference in students’ lives.
This invaluable fellowship will provide her with unique
growth opportunities as she pursues higher leadership
responsibilities.”

Taylor-Mendoza was selected through a rigorous process
that considered her abilities to take strategic risks, lead
strong teams and cultivate partnerships, and focus on
results-oriented improvements in student success and
access.
For a bio and photo of Taylor-Mendoza and a list of
the 2019-2020 class of Aspen Presidential Fellows, visit:
http://as.pn/1ky.

Dr. Taylor-Mendoza and the 39 other Aspen Presidential
Fellows will embark on a 10-month fellowship
beginning in July 2019. Delivered in collaboration with
the Stanford Educational Leadership Initiative, the
fellows will work with mentors – current and former
community college presidents – who have achieved
exceptional outcomes for students throughout their
careers. Fellows will also learn from national experts
about ways to harness data to assess student success
outcomes, strategies for internal change leadership, and
how to create strong external partnerships with K-12
schools, four-year colleges, and employers.

The Aspen Presidential Fellowship for Community
College Excellence is supported by the Charles and
Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, College
Futures Foundation, Greater Texas Foundation, JP
Morgan Chase Foundation, Joyce Foundation, Kresge
Foundation, and Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
Article by The Aspen Institute | Photo by Zaw Min
Khant

Lauren Ford Completes Year-Long
Fellowship with Biden Foundation

The Aspen Presidential Fellowship responds to a specific
and growing need for a new generation of leaders who
are well-equipped to meet the challenges of the future.
Nationally, nearly 80 percent of community college
presidents plan to retire in the next decade. The pathway
to replace them has traditionally excluded women and
people of color. The incoming class of Aspen Presidential
Fellows is 65 percent female and non-binary, 43 percent
are people of color, and their institutions vary widely in
size and location.
“Evidence shows that substantial improvements in
student success are achieved only when presidents
have the commitment and skill needed to lead change
within their institutions and through partnerships in
the community,” said Josh Wyner, executive director
of the Aspen Institute’s College Excellence Program.
“These fellows have been chosen because they embody
that commitment and, we believe, will build their skills
even further to become transformational presidents.”
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Over the past year, Lauren Ford, who serves as the project
director for the Promise Scholars Program (and former
campus recruiter) has held a prestigious fellowship as
the Higher Education Fellow with the Biden Foundation
located in Washington, D.C. As a proud member of the
inaugural class of Biden Foundation Fellows, Lauren was
the only remote fellow who continued to live and work
in California, visiting the D.C. office once a quarter.
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Beta Theta Omicron Receives Awards
at the Phi Theta Kappa International
Convention

Through weekly check-in calls, she received assignments
and updates from the higher education team. Her
assignments included writing policy memos, creating
event plans, conducting research on higher education
trends, drafting social media content and writing
literature reviews. In addition to providing important
content and serving as a community college expert for
the Foundation, Lauren also documented her experience
through a variety of blog posts published on the Biden
Foundation website.
As part of her fellowship, Lauren was able to work
with the National College Promise team with Martha
Kanter, former undersecretary of education within the
Obama administration. She also helped to launch a joint
initiative supported by Achieving the Dream (ATD) and
the Biden Foundation: Community College Women
Succeed (#CCWomenSucceed). CC Women Succeed
is an initiative that aims to help adult women students
— including single parents — succeed in community
college.

Skyline College’s Beta Theta Omicron Chapter of the
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society was named in the top
100 Chapters at the 2018 Phi Theta Kappa Convention
in Orlando, Florida on April 6, 2019. Nearly 4,000
community college students participated in the threeday conference that was filled with scholarship and
leadership forums.

In her final blog post, Lauren shared the following
sentiments:

Skyline College’s Chapter also received the 2019 Honors
in Action Awards for their project. During the year,
members investigated the relationship between tasting
genes and food preference. The Chapter won the Honors
Case Study Challenge for their entry on the benefits
and risks of direct-to-consumer genetic testing. The
Chapter has consistently earned national recognition
since its chartering in 1999. The Chapter has earned
Distinguished Chapter 13 times and has earned the
Nevada/California Regional Distinguished Chapter
award five times.

“I appreciate all that I have learned and the opportunity
to contribute to a nationwide discussion on community
college reform. I really appreciate the Biden Foundation
team for allowing me to work remotely and making me
feel welcomed each time that I visited the office.
I also thank the 2018 Fellows for joining me on this
journey and working hard to advance a national
conversation around ending violence against women,
ensuring LGBTQ equality, strengthening the middle
class and supporting military families. I want to end
by thanking the Bidens for creating such an amazing
organization that is doing important work that will
impact the lives of people throughout the country.”

The awards were the result of competitive essays
documenting the Chapter’s multiple projects this year,
including a year-long project addressing microbiomes
and service projects that taught computer literacy to
local senior citizens and a project that brought science
labs to middle schools.

You can read more about Lauren’s experience as a Biden
Fellow at bidenfoundation.org/news/blog/.
Article by Lauren Ford
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Additionally, the 2018-2019 Chapter officers received
the Distinguished Chapter Officer Team Award. Officers
are shown in the photos receiving their awards on stage
at the Convention Center.

professors Nicholas Langhoff and Maryam Khan, along
with Skyline College’s new STEM Counselor, Jenny
Le, attended workshops and seminars on a variety of
educational initiatives.

“This recognizes our students’ outstanding service to
our college and the community and recognizes Chapter
members who work so hard during the academic
year on the four PTK hallmarks of PTK: fellowship,
leadership, scholarship and service,” said Christine Case,
Phi Theta Kappa Advisor. “Phi Theta Kappa offers so
many opportunities for our students to extend their
education and experiences far beyond the classroom as
they prepare for their futures.”

The event was a special arrangement for statewide
faculty, administrators and student services personnel
from the various segments (Community College, CSU
and UCs) to meet and collaborate with engineering
educators from the PSW region including California,
Arizona, New Mexico and Nevada. As Chair of the ELC
and a member of the ASEE-PSW Board of Directors,
Professor Langhoff was largely involved in the planning
and implementation of the joint conference.

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society is the largest honor
society in American higher education with more than
1,300 chapters at two-year and community college
campuses in all 50 of the United States and Canada,
Germany, the Republic of Palau, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia
and the British Virgin Islands. There are 94 chapters in
California.

Over three jam-packed days, the team attended,
moderated or presented in a variety of sessions
including:
• A poster presentation on Skyline College’s
Engineering and Tech Scholars (ETS) learning
community and the outcomes and opportunities
that ETS students gain through the program
(pictured here with Nick Langhoff and Jenny Le).
• A workshop on 2+2 Articulation Agreements
including a spotlight on Skyline College’s emerging
dual-enrollment Engineering Transfer Bridge
program with San Francisco State University (SFSU).
Jenny Le and Nick Langhoff presented.
• A teaching techniques seminar in which Professor
Langhoff gave two presentations:
• First Time Flipping – Student feedback and lessons
learned from teaching Skyline College’s Materials
Science course as a flipped class.
• The Art of Electronics: ideas and discussion for
a new Skyline College engineering technology
curriculum in practical electronics design, test and
measurement including schematic entry and PCB
design/manufacturing.
• A workshop on interdisciplinary computing:
the team learned about local Bay Area four-year
programs in or related to data science and made
valuable connections with faculty from these
institutions.

Article and Photo by Christine Case

Skyline College Presents at Regional
Engineering Education Conference

From April 4 – 6, 2019, the Skyline College Engineering
Department attended and presented extensively at the
American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE)
Pacific Southwest (PSW) section conference, held
jointly with the California Engineering Liaison Council
(ELC) Spring meeting at CSU Los Angeles. Engineering
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•

•

A workshop on Access, Inclusion and Workforce
Retention of Underrepresented Groups: Gender
Issues in Engineering and becoming part of the
solution.
A statewide planning meeting between members
of the ELC, the CSU Statewide Academic Senate,
and the Intersegmental Curriculum Workgroup
(ICW) to work on the planning and implementation
of a resolution submitted to the CCC and CSU
Chancellor’s office for the Engineering Model
Curriculum degree pathways to gain similar benefits
to those of a Transfer Model Curriculum (TMC)
degree as outlined by Senate Bill 1440.

colleges in NW California. Additionally, Skyline College
students Michelle Huang, Michael Wong, and Yuele
Zhang were elected to the Regional Alumni Association
Board.
Article and Photo by Dr. Christine Case

Skyline College Students on AllCalifornia Academic Team

Article by Nicholas Langhoff, Jenny Le, and Maryam
Khan | Photo by Greg Pottie, ELC Vice Chair and UCLA
Chair of Electrical Engineering

Skyline College Students Elected to
Regional Positions

Two Skyline College students, Michelle Huang and
Yuele (Nora) Zhang, were selected for the All-California
Academic Team first team. These students were honored
at the California Community College League Award
Luncheon in March. In addition to the All-California
Team, Michelle was also selected for the Coca-Cola Gold
Academic Team. Dean Ray Hernandez accompanied
Nora and Michelle to the Community College League
Luncheon to receive their awards.

On March 23, 2019, Beta
Theta Omicron members
were elected to 2019-2020
leadership positions in the
Phi Theta Kappa NevadaCalifornia region.

Thanh Nguyen was elected
Regional President and
Sophie Huang was elected
Northwest Vice President.
Each candidate gave a
speech on the honors study topic, Transformations:
Acknowledging, Assessing, and Achieving Change.

Michelle Huang is a Business Administration major
at Skyline College. She is President of the Beta Theta
Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa and is in the
Honors Transfers Program. Michelle previously served
as Student Organization and Club Council Liaison for
the Associated Students and as Secretary for the Skyline
College Chapter of Kappa Beta Delta Business Honor
Society. Michelle has a passion for learning and for
serving. She presented her research on tax amnesty at
the Bay Area Honors Research Symposium. She is a
Peer Tutor for Economics, Accounting, and Statistics
and a Peer Mentor. Through Phi Theta Kappa, Michelle
volunteers at senior centers and middle schools and

Officers were elected by a voting delegate from each
chapter in the region. Faculty advisors from the region
said that Thanh’s and Sophie’s speeches were excellent.
The President presides over the Regional Leadership
Conference and the Regional Convention and directs
regional activities and projects. The NW District Vice
President must hold two District Summits for the
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did a fog-use study for the College. Michelle aspires to
work in finance then give back to the community by
becoming a college professor. Michelle wants to inspire
individuals to aim high, believe in their capabilities, and
act toward their dreams.

For the first time in its 12 year history, RTSB held
separate conferences for youth and educators. On
March 9, 2019, over 100 educators gathered to discuss
Hip-Hop education and best practices for utilizing hiphop pedagogy in their educational spaces. Educator’s
participated in workshops such as:

Yuele (Nora) Zhang is a Biochemistry major at Skyline
College. She is in the Honors Transfer Program and
serves as Vice President of Records for the Skyline
College chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. Nora has a passion
for learning and promoting education for everyone.
During Spring 2018, she organized science labs to
encourage young women to pursue STEM. She currently
works in the College Learning Center as a chemistry
tutor and volunteers for coastal cleanups, which help
strengthen people’s awareness about the environment.
Nora volunteers at a senior center to help elders with
technology. Nora plans to transfer to UC Berkeley. Her
long-term goal is to be a pharmaceutical researcher and
contribute to medicine development.

•
•
•
•

Self-Care Through Hip-Hop
Love, Light, and Lyrics
Using Hip-Hop Therapy Techniques with Youth
through a Social Justice Counseling Framework
Time’s a Wastin; Finding Harmony in Culturally
Responsive Hip-Hop Education

Photo, from left: Michelle, Chapter Vice President of
Communications Michael Wong, Nora Zhang.

Educators also participated in a recess session to tend
to their physical and mental health as well as nurture
connections with others. Recess sessions included yoga,
dance, kickboxing, therapy coloring and a Heart to
Heart conversation. Over $3,000 was raised through the
educator’s conference to help support scholarships for
RTSB and the CIPHER learning community. On March
23rd, RTSB hosted over 300 youth from K-12, colleges/
universities, and non-profit organizations. Participants
attended workshops in:

Article and Photo by Dr. Christine Case

•
•

Twelfth Rock the School Bells
Welcomes over 400 Participants

•
•

Connecting the Dots with your Art Form
Soup for the Soul: Healing through Food &
Performance
Turning the Tables on Toxic Masculinity
Freestyle Therapy Cypher

Rock the School Bells 12: Heart and Soul was also
highlighted by amazing keynote speakers: Allyson
Tintiangco (Heart) and Colin Ehara (Soul) who
motivated our educators and Uce Veu (Heart) and
Anthony (Ynot) Denaro (Soul) who captivated our
youth. Through their words they inspired us to continue
creating spaces for artistic expression, take risks and
build around love and community. The youth conference
was capped off with a special MC Battle and All-Style
Dance Battle that showcased their creative talents.

Skyline College hosted the 12th Annual Rock the School
Bells (RTSB) Hip-Hop Conference for over 400 youth
and educator’s this March. This year’s theme, Heart and
Soul, highlighted workshops that support participants
in fostering holistic health, healing and well-being.

Since 2007, RTSB has been a space for youth and
educators to build community around hip-hop
education and under new leadership that vision
7
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continues. If you would like to learn more about the
RTSB Leadership team or how to get involved in future
events, please visit: rocktheschoolbells.com.

vehicle for demonstrations, student training exercises
and to practice their skills learned during class.
“Skyline College is very grateful to Serramonte Ford for
donating this 2012 Ford Focus and sponsoring us in
the Ford Automotive Career Exploration program,” said
Thomas Broxholm, Automotive Technology Program
Coordinator. “We currently have about 132 students
on a career certification and Associate in Science
Degree pathway. In addition, we have 80 students
attending evening and weekend classes to upgrade their
automotive skills and working towards an AS degree
in automotive technology. Adding this Ford Focus to
our automotive program will provide valuable work
experience for our students using Ford technology.”

Article by Ivan Silva

Serramonte Ford Donates Vehicle for
Automotive Classes

Serramonte Ford has been on the Skyline College
Advisory Board for 15 years and has worked with Mr.
Broxholm for the past year to finalize this partnership
and vehicle donation. Serramonte Ford currently has six
alumni and one current student from Skyline College
working at the dealership.

During a formal presentation on April 10, 2019,
Serramonte Ford donated a 2012 Ford Focus to Skyline
College as part of a strategic partnership to support
learning in automotive classes at the school.

Article by Thomas Broxholm

The vehicle was donated as part of the Ford Automotive
Career Exploration (ACE) partnership between Skyline
College and Serramonte Ford. ACE strives to raise
awareness and increase interest in career opportunities
within the automotive industry, such as the service
technician path.

Nearly 1,200 girls expand their
horizons in science and math at
Skyline College

“Serramonte Ford is honored to partner with Skyline
College and we proudly donate this Ford Focus to
the automotive program,” said Sohail Tabar, General
Manager of Serramonte Ford. “These students are
working so hard and we only hope to contribute to their
journeys by supplying them the tools necessary for them
to thrive in their automotive careers. We are eager to
welcome them in the near future.”
Skyline College offers both day and night classes for
students who want to learn how to work on cars from
bumper to bumper. The students will use the Ford
8

On Saturday, March 16th,
nearly 1,200 middle and
high school girls from
San Mateo, San Francisco,
Alameda, and Santa
Clara counties attended
Expanding Your Horizons
at Skyline College. EYH
is a conference geared
toward increasing girls’
interest in Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) careers through hands-on workshops.
Skyline College hosted its 39th annual Expanding Your
Horizons in Science and Mathematics. Volunteers
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from Skyline College and North San Mateo County
Soroptimist plan the conference. Soroptimist of North
San Mateo County provided scholarships and school
buses for north county girls.

Planning committee members include AJ Bates, Shari
Bookstaff, Chris Case, Kevin Chak, Gary Cheung,
Stephen Fredricks, Jon Freedman, Mousa Ghanma,
Ana Gutierrez-Gamez, Ray Hernandez, Kylin Johnson,
Nadia Tariq, Kim Touneh, Alana Utsumi, and Marco
Wehrfritz. Community members on the planning
committee include Arlene Chang, Barbara Irli, Becky
Lennon, Judy Lewis, and Allison Takata.

Girls came from over 164 schools in San Francisco, San
Mateo, Santa Clara, and Alameda counties. Most (84%)
of the girls are in middle schools. Over 100 scientists
volunteered to present workshops. Additionally, Skyline
College students and Skyline College alumnae who
have completed their baccalaureates degrees presented
workshops. Skyline faculty and staff who presented
workshops and/or mentored students developing
workshops include Yancy Aquino, Alice Erskine,
Mary McKay, Nick Kapp, Chris Case, Jing Folsom,
Elsa Jimenez-Samayoa, Safiyyah Forbes, Nancy Ruis,
Jennifer Merrill, Ray Hernandez, Maryam Khan, Kylin
Johnson, Emilie Hein, Susan Wu, Jeremy EvangelistaRamos, and Eric Torres. The program is available at
skylinecollege.edu/eyh. Another 70 Skyline College
students volunteered to be go’fers at the conference to
help usher girls between their sessions.

Article by Dr. Christine Case | Photos by Andrea Caesar
and Megan Scott

Upcoming Events
Legacy Celebration in Honor of
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud
Thursday, April 25, 2019
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Mariott SFO, San Mateo
register online

Vice president Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza started the day
by welcoming the girls and introducing keynote speaker
Zoe Zappitell, who gave an inspiring talk, encouraging
the girls that they can do anything they want. Ms,
Zappitell is a tech entrepreneur, formerly with Zynga.
In their workshops, girls designed a secret code,
collected forensic evidence at the “murder in the
produce aisle,” made lip balm as “cosmetic chemists,”
“scrubbed in for surgery,” and learned the chemistry of
magic tricks. There were 36 concurrent workshops for
girls. Each girl participated in three workshops during
the day.

Roundtable of Paralegal Professionals
Thursday, April 25, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202 - 6-206
Equity Training Series
Friday, April 26, 2019
Friday, May 3, 2019
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202 - 6-204

Expanding Your Horizons aims to encourage girls to
participate in high school math and science courses,
provide role models for young women who are
interested in math and science, and provide support for
and promote interaction between people employed by
industry and education.

Brothers Achieving Milestones
End of Semester Celebration
Tuesday, April 30, 2019
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Building 4, Room 4-240
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Upcoming Events
TRiO Program Graduation
Wednesday, May 1, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202 - 6-206

Women’s Mentoring & Leadership Academy
End of Year Celebration
Wednesday, May 15, 2019
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6

Stress Less:
Mental Health Awareness Week
May 6-9, 2019
Skyline College Campus

EOPS/CARE/CalWorks/
Guardian Scholars Program
End-of-Year Celebration
Wednesday, May 15, 2019
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202 - 6-206

Mental Health Film Screening & Discussion
Tuesday, May 7, 2019
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Building 2, Room 2-240

Transfer Achievement Dinner
Friday, May 17, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6

Lived Experience Academy
Tuesday, May 7, 2019
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Building 4, Room 4-301
Information About Substances
Wednesday, May 8, 2019
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Building 4, Room 4-240

Puente Year-End Celebration
Wednesday, May 17, 2019
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202 - 6-206

Student Scholarship Awards Ceremony 2019
Thursday, May 9, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Skyline College Theater, Building 1

Cipher End-of-Year Celebration
Thursday, May 23, 2019
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202 - 6-206

Talisman Literary Magazine Reading & Party
Thursday, May 9, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Building 2, Room 2-240

Commencement Ceremony 2019
Friday, May 24, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Skyline College Gymnasium, Building 3

2019 Annual Auto Awards Banquet
Saturday, May 11, 2019
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6
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