
President’s Report to the Board of Trustees
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud

Skyline College students wait to view the total solar eclipse with excitement in Albany, Oregon.
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Students View Total Solar Eclipse in 
Oregon 

The Skyline College Science and Research Club, in 
collaboration with the Engineering and Robotics Club, 
coordinated a trip to Linn Benton Community College 
to watch the total solar eclipse on August 21. The event 
was streamed live by the Skyline College excursion 
team for viewers and students watching at the Skyline 
College Fireside Dining Room and elsewhere. During 
the eclipse the traveling students attempted to repeat 
several experiments, took a spectrum of the corona, 
and captured many pictures.

Dr. Nick Kapp and Marco Wehrfritz from the Science, 
Math, Technology (SMT) division secured funding 
from the President’s Innovation Fund to travel to the 
Linn Benton Community College in Albany/Oregon 
in order to view the eclipse. They were joined by IT 
specialist Jairo Barreto and instructional technologist 
Allison Hughes who helped with the live streaming of the 
event. The group was also supported by guest scientist 
Dr. Daria Genzel-Wehrfritz, who demonstrated how 
research on bats is performed during the evenings.

A group of fifteen students currently studying biology 
and engineering were chosen on a first come first served 
basis, and demand was exceptional. A small group of 
five students who couldn’t get one of the 15 available 
seats in the vans even rented a car and drove all the way 
up on their own to meet with the excursion team and 
celebrate the eclipse together!

The Journey

The expedition started on Saturday, August 19, with 
Lake Siskyou at Mt. Shasta as the first destination. The 
group spent the night in tents and after getting up early 
on the second day they drove the rest of the distance 
to the Linn Benton Community College (LBCC) in 
Albany.

LBCC transformed their soccer field into a campground 
for eclipse fans. On the day of the eclipse, everyone 
excitedly prepared to witness the phenomenon and to 
collect data.  When it was all over, the group loaded the 
vans and drove all the way back to Skyline College.

Student Research

In order to study the gases present in the corona of the 
sun, students used a self-constructed spectrometer to 
measure the wavelengths of light being emitted by the 
supercharged gasses of the corona as seen during the 
eclipse. The spectrometer can capture the wavelengths 
of ultraviolet lights and the unique color combination 
produced by the gaseous emission spectrum. From 
the formation to the end of eclipse, the spectrometer 
was directed at the sun while it captured the most 
prominent wavelengths emanating from the Sun. The 
results included the documentation of the light intensity 
drastically decreasing as the sun became eclipsed as well 
as the capture of the hydrogen emission spectrum. The 
most prominent spectrum found had a distinguishable 
combination of red, green and blue light that can be 
identified as hydrogen. Because the gases on the sun are 
dominated by 70% hydrogen, the data was a reflection 
of this ratio as the emission spectrum of hydrogen was 
documented throughout the entirety of the study. The 
study using a spectrometer helped students become 
more familiar with the characteristics of the sun and 
how wavelengths of light work.  This work will confirm 
the first observation of Helium by scientists during the 
eclipse of 1868.

On the way to Oregon the students captured several 
yeast samples in order to cultivate them in the 
Bioengineering Lab at Skyline College. There are 
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various yeast cultures spread over the country, all with 
different properties. After cultivating and investigating 
them, students will learn more about this. In addition 
to the yeast the students also collected several samples 
of plants following the spirit of the first explorers of the 
environment.

A Transformative Experience

This adventure lasted for three days and amongst all 
the  experiments and studious activity, students were 
given the opportunity to enjoy a change in scenery 
from laboratories to the dense forest near Mt. Shasta. 
For some, the outdoor experience was foreign but soon 
became thrilling. Students set up tents, swam in Lake 
Siskiyou, and bonded over late-night snacks by the 
campfire. Everyone helped to prepare the food with 
the guidance of star-chef Dr. Kapp with his superb 
barbecue and cooking skills.

The eclipse inspired and implanted a sense of awe 
and mystery in the students as they witnessed the 
moon slowly hide the sun from view. As the light of 
day changed from one of harsh bright, white light to 
a deep blue twilight, the energy of the students and 
everyone present mounted until cheers erupted as the 
eclipse reached totality. There was a sense of calm and 
tranquility as the audience gazed upon the eclipse, but 
excitement still buzzed through the air. For all who 
participated in the trip and those watching back home, 
the mystery of the eclipse brought anticipation and 

an eagerness to learn more about the science behind 
this phenomenon. The community participated in the 
delight as people began to read into the history of the 
eclipse and add to the growing excitement. Students on 
the expedition carried the excitement of their college 
on their shoulders as they conducted experiments and 
brought home experiences to share. It was a great and 
unique experience for all participants.

Thank you to the President’s Innovation Fund for 
making this possible!

Article by Nick Kapp, Marco Wehrfritz, Anna Mora 
and Vivionna Tran

Capital Improvement Projects Update

The expansion of Lot L project between Pacific Heights 
and Loma Chica is currently underway. Public Safety, 
Facilities and Administration have been monitoring the 
impact on available parking spaces since classes began 
on August 16 and found that there is a 2-3 hour period 
in the morning when there is no available student 
parking. District Facilities and Planning leadership 
along with executive college leadership have been in 
close contact and have considered several solutions 
with the goal of offering temporary parking. As a result 
of these discussions, subsequent quick research and 
the hard work of facilities staff to stripe, on Thursday, 
August 31, 2017 an additional 285 parking spots were 
opened on the practice soccer field and a small dirt 
area next to Lot P. Thank you to public safety staff who 



S K Y L I N E  C O L L E G E  B O A R D  R E P O R T
SEPTEMBER 13, 2017

4

provided exceptional customer service the first week of 
classes, assisting students in finding available parking 
and even providing rides to buildings from far away 
parking lots.

The expansion of Lot L will be completed in December 
2017 at which time we will gain all parking spots we had 
before construction began, along with a net increase of 
61 spaces.

The future construction site for the Environmental 
Science Building (Building 12) which will overlook 
the ocean is currently being prepared. Construction 
will begin in September with completion scheduled 
for December 2017. A groundbreaking celebration 
will be held for the Environmental Science Building on 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
The entire campus community is invited to attend the 
celebration along with the Board of Trustees, elected 
officials and many community members.

Upgrades to Loma Chica (Building 14) which is where 
the Child Development Center is housed are set to 
begin May 2018. New play-yards will be built with all 
new equipment installed and necessary updates will be 
made to the building. The project is scheduled to be 
completed December.

The new Social Science/Creative Arts Complex 
(Building 1) which will replace the current Building 
1, is in the program planning phase. It will include a 
520 seat theater, a black box theater, a recital hall, an 
art gallery and many classrooms for art, sculpture, 
music and other creative arts. The current Building 1 
will be vacated in December 2018, with construction 
beginning April 2019. The completion of this building 
is schedule for June of 2021.

For more information regarding construction, please 
visit the Capital Improvements Project website.

Article by Cherie Colin

SparkPoint Awarded $125,000 for 
Grove Scholarship Grant for 

2017-2018
SparkPoint at Skyline College received a $125,000 grant 
from The Grove Foundation. This funding supports 
the scholarships and services provided by SparkPoint 
through the Grove Scholars Program.  Up to 50 Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) Students from Skyline 
College will be selected to receive up to $2,000 in 
the 2017-2018 academic year.  Grove Scholarship 
applications are available online at skylinecollege.edu/
sparkpoint and are due by September 14 at 3:00 p.m.

Eligible students will be selected for the program based 
on three short personal statements that describe who 
they are, why they have chosen their career path, and 
why financial literacy is important to them. Academic 
standing and GPA are not a factor in selection, as 
long as the student meets the minimum requirement 
of 2.0 GPA and 75% completion rate.  Once being 
selected for the Grove Scholars Program, students will 
receive individualized financial coaching and career 
counseling, as well as a $2,000 scholarship for the 
semester.  

Article by Andrea Doffoney Anyanwu | Photo by 
Angelita Gajeton
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AmeriCorps Student Ambassador 
Program

Skyline College has been selected as an AmeriCorps 
member placement site for the California Community 
Colleges Student Ambassador Program. The California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office and the 
Foundation for California Community Colleges 
launched this new program to expand student 
ambassador programs supporting student success. The 
program offers an exciting opportunity to complement 
and expand existing college efforts by placing Skyline 
College students as AmeriCorps volunteers in a “student 
ambassador” capacity. Student ambassadors will focus 
on connecting peers to health and wellness services OR 
work-based learning opportunities, particularly among 
economically disadvantaged peers.

The Skyline College mission “to empower and 
transform a global community of learners” is in 
complete alignment with the AmeriCorps values 
around alleviating poverty and developing leaders. 
The volunteers selected for this program will support 
the efforts of the following programs and increase the 
effectiveness of their services:

• SparkPoint: financial health, food pantry, housing 
and public assistance

• Career Services: work-based learning opportunities

• Health Services: workshops on physical & mental 
health issues and community resources fairs

• Outreach: increase awareness and connection to  
on-campus support programs and resources

AmeriCorps Student Ambassadors will help other 
students access services, improve employability, and 
reduce barriers to completion while also gaining 
valuable work experience. Students will complete 
900 service hours over the course of the 2017-2018 
academic year, overseen and coached by Skyline 
College personnel. Each member’s term of service will 
be a minimum of 900 hours over the academic year. 
Each member will receive a small living allowance, and 
an Education Award of $2,907.50 from the National 
Service Trust once they complete the term of service.

Article by Chad Thompson, Photo by AmeriCorps 
California

Internship Job Shadow Program

The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC) recently 
completed its Summer Internship Job Shadow 
Program! Five eager student interns came to the BAEC 
for career exploration and to learn what it is like to 
work in a business industry atmosphere. As a result 
of this Internship Job Shadow Program, one of the 
summer interns, Ms. Kelly Li, has been hired by Skyline 
College in the study abroad & exchange program. 
Congratulations to Kelly and to all the summer interns 
for a job well done!

Each semester the BAEC recruits a new cohort of hard 
working, self-starters to join the Internship Job Shadow 
Program. Students in the program learn essential skills, 
create professional networks, develop and enhance their 
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technical skills and have the opportunity to experience 
innovative events at Skyline College and throughout 
the county with both a local and international presence 
– all to better prepare students for their desired career.

If you’d like to participate in the Internship Job Shadow 
Program by hosting an intern, please contact Pcyeta 
Stroud at stroudp@smccd.edu.

The Internship Job Shadow Program is supported, in-
part, by the President’s Innovation Fund. 

Article by Terri Wade

Students Spend Their Summer as 
Servant-Leaders

The Skyline College Phi Theta Kappa members had 
a busy summer volunteering in the community. 
Members initiated several community service projects 
during the spring semester and continued the projects 
throughout the summer. Continuing their Computer 
Literacy and Internet Competency for Seniors (CLICS) 
program, students held training sessions at Magnolia 
Senior Center to help senior citizens learn to use their 
smartphones and tablets.

Chapter co-president, Xiaowen Cai, said “CLICS does 
not only help the seniors catch up with the information 
age to keep in touch with their family members but 
also offers volunteers an opportunity to serve the 

community. This is one of the most constructive and 
meaningful activities of the Beta Theta Omicron 
Chapter, and we will definitely pass it along.”

Beta Theta Omicron continued their precollege 
outreach at South San Francisco Community Learning 
Center. Chapter members encouraged children to learn 
science with fun labs making ice cream, silly putty and 
baking-soda boats.

Chapter co-president, Thanh Nguyen, said, “We had a 
good time with the kids while building their interest in 
science. Working with these kids was such a wonderful 
experience for not only me, but also for the whole group 
of volunteers. The kids learned about science from us 
and we learn to be patient and creative from them.”

The team has more community outreach planned for 
the fall and all Skyline College students are welcome to 
participate. 

Article by Dr. Christine Case
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Upcoming Events

Art Gallery: Lowride Worldwide
Opening Reception

Thursday, September 14, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Art Gallery, building 1

Lunch & Learn Workshops:
Financial Literacy

Wednesday, September 20, 2017
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Building 2, Room 2-351

Success Summit
Friday, September 22, 2017

8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
skylinesuccesssummit.com

A Call to Consciousness Lecture Series 
Dr. Victor Rios

Wednesday, September 27, 2017
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Groundbreaking Ceremony
Tuesday, October 3, 2017

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
View Point

Addiction Event
Wednesday, October 4, 2017

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-204


