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The Skyline College Ceramics Club hosted its 5th Empty Bowls fundraiser
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Empty Bowls Fundraiser Raises over
$2,500 for Sparkpoint Food Pantry

The event raised $2,528, which will be donated to the
SparkPoint at Skyline College Food Pantry, helping to
serve those in need. SparkPoint had an information table
at the event, highlighting SparkPoint’s vital programs
and services to visitors.
Empty Bowls is a grassroots movement inspiring
fundraising events all over the country, and
internationally. The common thread with all Empty
Bowls events is using the power of art to bring the
community together and help those in need. Thanks to
everyone who supported this event!
Article by Tiffany Schmierer | Photo by David Monrroy

Skyline College Receives U.S.
Department of State Approval for
Passport Acceptance Facility

The 2017 Skyline College Empty Bowl Project once
again highlights the capacity of art to inspire a successful
community fundraiser!
The Skyline College Ceramics Club hosted its 5th
Empty Bowls fundraiser on November 15, 2017 at
Fireside Dining Hall. Ceramics students from Skyline
College and Capuchino High School made 350 unique
handmade bowls. Guests chose from a large table filled
with stacks of colorful bowls and had them filled by
student volunteers with their choice of soup, catered by
Pacific Dining and funded by the Student Organization
and Club Council (SOCC). Trader Joe’s donated funds
for the desserts, and Pepsi donated the beverages.
Vibrant entertainment included performances by the
Soundscape vocal jazz ensemble, directed by Associate
Professor of Music Michelle Hawkins, and the Skyline
College Jazz Quintet, with Associate Professor of Music
Zachary Bruno on keyboards. The Skyline College
Dance Program got people moving with a performance
choreographed by Associate Professor Amber Steele.
The night ended with drawings for ceramic artwork and
gift baskets donated by the Ceramics Club members and
various community organizations, raising more funds
for the evening.

Students, faculty, staff and members of the community
can now apply for a U.S. passport directly through
the Global Learning Programs and Services (GLPS)
Division in Building 2, Room 2-352.
Skyline College GLPS Division has been designated
an official Passport Acceptance Facility by the U.S.
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Department of State. The hours of operation are 10 a.m.
– 3:00 p.m. Monday to Friday.

California Community Colleges, recognized our ETS
program, and presented them with a plaque at the Board
of Governors meeting.

Skyline College’s Passport Acceptance Services are in
high demand as currently the only place for residents
to apply for their passports is the U.S. Post Office in the
City of San Bruno. As a Passport Acceptance Facility,
we are authorized to receive completed applications for
a U.S. Passport and submit the application along with
all necessary documentation to the U.S. Department of
State. The U.S. Department of State will then determine
eligibility for a U.S. Passport and make the final decision
to issue a passport to an applicant.

Since this year’s theme was “guided pathways,” the
Academic Senate was particularly proud to nominate
our campus for their outstanding support for STEM
student scholars, particularly for their accomplishments
in improving the success rates of students who have
been underrepresented in STEM majors.
Congratulations to Dean Hernandez and our SMT / ETS
Faculty on their exemplary service to students!

As part of the Skyline College Passport Acceptance
Services, we are happy to provide necessary forms
required to apply for a U.S. passport, as well as other
related forms and field any questions regarding the
passport application process. We will also offer on-site
passport photo services and two dedicated parking spots
in Lot D of the Skyline College campus.

Engineering and Tech Scholars (ETS) is an accelerated
learning community designed to support students in
Engineering, Computer Science, and Biotechnology
pathways. Part of the Silicon Valley Engineering
Tech Pathways project, ETS students are enrolled
in accelerated Mathematics courses to establish
foundational skills necessary to succeed in Computer
Science, Computer Engineering, Electrical Engineering,
and Mechanical Engineering fields of study.

The Passport Acceptance Facility is a recipient of Skyline
College’s President’s Innovation Fund for 2017-18 and
is housed in the Global Learning Programs and Services
Division. For questions about this service, please contact
Zaid Ghori, Director of Special International Programs,
at (650) 738-4252 or email skylinepassportservices@
smccd.edu.

Through supportive group-based learning, handson and team-based design projects, and introduction
to advanced manufacturing techniques in a brand
new state-of-the-art Fabrication Laboratory, students
advance from entry-level mathematics through
intermediate Science, Engineering and Technology
courses. ETS prepares students for an Associate of
Science Degree in the Engineering and Tech pathways,
transfer to university, and provides manufacturing
experience to prepare students for internships in the
Silicon Valley and San Francisco Tech industries.

Article by Zaid Ghori

Engineering Tech Scholars STEM
Pathway Program Receives Exemplary
Program Award

Article by Amber Steele

Skyline College’s Engineering Tech Scholars STEM
pathway program received an honorable mention for
the 2017-18 Exemplary Program Award that recognizes
outstanding community college programs! This Board
of Governors award, sponsored by the Foundation for
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Automotive Department Hosts High
School Students at “Driving Your
Future” Event

The event was a huge hit with the visiting students,
teachers and counselors. The Automotive Department
thanks Nancy Lam and the Workforce Development
team led by Andrea Vizenor who were critical to the
success of our “Driving Your Future” event.
Article by Thomas G. Broxholm | Photos by Claudia Paz

NOVA Job Center at SparkPoint Hosts
Open House for Community Partners

On November 14, 2017, the Automotive Department
hosted the “Driving Your Future” event for a total of 180
high school students from the Counties of San Francisco
and San Mateo.
The event was designed to help young high school
students explore automotive technology as a career
choice and to expose them to the CTE STAR Automotive
Career Program at Skyline College. The visiting students
had a chance to hear from three automotive students
and a guest speaker from the Royal Automotive Group.

On November 28, 2017, representatives from partner
organizations serving the local Skyline College
community attended a NOVA Job Center open house
at SparkPoint. This event both introduced the newly
launched NOVA Job Center at Skyline College and
familiarized community partners with the rest of the
services that SparkPoint offers.

Program Coordinator, Thomas Broxholm, and
internship and evening coordinator, Julia Johnson,
shared the emcee spot. The high school students
listened to perspectives and experiences from entry
level CAA student, Ariel Sallee, Automotive Technology
Club President, Mark Hildago, former graduate student,
Raymond Lee, and Royal Automotive Group General
Manager, Mitch Kudler.

The organizations represented included NOVA San
Mateo, NOVA Sunnyvale, San Mateo County Human
Services Agency, HIP Housing, the Central Labor
Council Partnership, San Bruno Public Library, Jefferson
Adult Education and South San Francisco Adult School.
Now that these partners are fully acquainted with the
services that are offered, they can increase the SparkPoint
Center’s outreach into the local community by referring
individuals in need of services. The ultimate goal of the
open house was to promote the SparkPoint Center at

After the presentation the students were treated to a
tour of the automotive program by current automotive
students who volunteered their time. During this time
they were able to ask questions and observe current
students participating in lecture and lab exercises along
with professor interactions. The tour was followed
by a BBQ lunch and a chance to win an Automotive
Technology jacket and hoodie.
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A total of 26 international students currently studying
at Skyline College participated in the tour. The group
began the tour at Bechtel International Center which
provides support services for international students at
Stanford University. Dr. Rolando Villalobos, Assistant
Dean and Assistant Director, and Mr. Mario Mihelcic,
Student Advisor at the Center, welcomed the group
with an introduction to the university. Along with an
interesting history of Stanford University, the students
were provided with a wide range of information on the
university admissions as well as the programs that the
university offers.

Skyline College as a trusted community resource that
will serve any and all community members in need of
assistance.
The NOVA Job Center at Skyline College provides job
search support for students and community members
seeking immediate employment. We offer individualized
one-on-one career counseling, job search workshops,
labs, an advice line, and more at no cost. If you know of
any students or community members who are interested
in obtaining a job or internship, please invite them
to stop by room 1-221A or contact NOVA Program
Services coordinator Kathleen Velasquez at velasquezk@
smccd.edu or call 650-738-7904.

In addition, the group had an opportunity to meet with
current international students at Stanford University
who shared valuable insights on the application process,
classes and student life. Following the introduction, the
students had a chance to walk around the beautiful
campus and take pictures. For many students, this was
the first time they had visited Stanford University. They
were impressed with the scale of Stanford University and
the opportunities that they can provide to the students.
We hope that those who participated in the tour will see
Stanford University as an option in the future!

Article by Kathleen Velasquez

International Student Program (ISP)
Hosts a Campus Tour to Stanford
University

ISP will continue to provide international and cultural
programs and events for Skyline College students,
faculty and staff members and the greater Skyline
College community. Please check future events on the
ISP website at: www.skylinecollege.edu/international/
Article & Photo by Chikako Walker
On November 17, 2017, the International Student
Program (ISP) hosted a trip to Stanford University
for a customized campus tour. The event was part of
International Education Week (IEW), a joint initiative
of the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S.
Department of State to highlight the importance and
benefits of international education in the U.S. and
around the world. The tour was offered exclusively to
Skyline College international students.
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Skyline College Gets a Taste of the
World at International Food Festival

for Skyline students, faculty and staff members and the
greater Skyline College community. Please check future
events on the ISP website at: www.skylinecollege.edu/
international.
Article by Naledi Mthembu | Photo by Chikako Walker

Wrestling Team Wins Coast
Conference Championship
Skyline College’s wrestling team won the Coast
Conference Championship on November 18, 2017 at
Chabot College. The Trojans finished the competition
with 99 points finishing 16.5 points in front of second
place Santa Rosa Junior College. Skyline College last won
the Coast Conference Championship in 2000.

To start off International Education Week, the Skyline
College International Student Program hosted its annual
International Food Festival. The event was a platform for
students from various regions of the world to showcase
their cultures through food, fashion and fun activities.
It was held in the Fireside Dining Room on November
13, 2017.

Congratulations to Head Coach, James Haddon, his
assistants, Jason Moorhouse and Andrew Ramirez, and
all the student-athletes on the team. Skyline College
will compete next at the Northern California Wrestling
Championships scheduled Saturday, December 2, 2017
at Lassen College in Susanville, California.

The festival started with a fashion show where students
presented their traditional attires. There were ten
different models who showcased their cultural wear,
both modern and from earlier times. The MC’s of the
event then introduced the main event: the delicious,
multinational cuisine. Spectators felt as if they were
travelling to different parts of the world with the vast
array of foods available from all over the planet. There
was a wide selection of sweet and savory finger foods
from seven different countries and regions, namely
Africa, Burma, Middle East, Nepal, China, Japan and
Latin America, which the guests enjoyed. They also
got to have their names written in Japanese, Chinese
and Korean calligraphy, so they had a little bit of the
international energy to take home with them.
People were amused by the different traditional outfits
and enjoyed the food so much that many went back for a
second round. They were also very happy to be a part of
the campus’ global environment and to learn more from
people who hail from places all over the world.

Below are the Skyline Medalist and Team Scores.
125 Pounds 1st Place- Danny Borrego (Skyline)
141 Pounds 2nd Place – David Ortega (Skyline)
149 Pounds 1st Place – Joshua Aceves (Skyline)
157 Pounds 2nd Place – Zack Franco (Skyline) 4th
Place – Christian Shelley (Skyline)
174 Pounds 4th Place -Thomas Montserrat (Skyline)
184 Pounds 1st Place – Hugo Plancarte (Skyline)
197 Pounds 2Place – Jose Ayon (Skyline) 3rd Place –
Tristan Helin (Skyline)
285 Pounds 1st Place – Ramon Guzman (Skyline) 4th
Place – Joseph Salt (Skyline)
Team Scores: Skyline College 99.0 pts. Santa Rosa Jr.
College 82.5 pts. Chabot College 77.0 pts. Fresno City
College 59.5 pts. Modesto Jr. College 18.0 pts.

The International Student Program will continue to
provide international and cultural programs and events

Article by Joe Morello
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Upcoming Events
BAEC Action Summit 4
Thursday, December 7, 2017
5:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
Bay Area Entrepreneur Center
458 San Mateo Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Play it Forward-Benefits Concert
Saturday, December 9, 2017
7:30 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.
Skyline College,
Building 1, Theater
3300 College Drive
San Bruno, CA 94066

Dancer Things:
Skyline College Fall Dance Concert
Friday, December 15, 2017
7:00 p.m.
Skyline College,
Building 1, Theater
3300 College Drive
San Bruno, CA 94066

Mayor’s state of the city address
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Skyline College,
Building 6,
3300 College Drive
San Bruno, CA 94066
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