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White House Summit to be Hosted at
Skyline College

Skyline College Launches Bachelor of
Science in Respiratory Care Program

Skyline College and the White House are working together to open
up the dialogue about education and African Americans.
Skyline College launched the new Bachelor of Science in
Respiratory Care Degree program on August 8, 2016. This
pilot program is one of 15 approved in the state of California.
The program will allow current students and recent graduates
a pathway to complete a four-year degree without having to
transfer and licensed Respiratory Care Practitioners (RCP)
to return for degree completion. This bachelor’s degree offers
students a greater ability to advance into management and
leadership roles within the profession, to conduct research, and
to become educators.

The college is gearing up to host the 2016 White House Initiative’s
Summit on Educational Excellence for African Americans on
Friday, September 30, 2016 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The event
will provide a platform for experts and black students to discuss
the accomplishments they have made in higher education and the
support that is needed to succeed both in school and in life. The
event will help identify best practices and allow participants to
learn from both the successes and failures of the past in order to
influence the future.
The White House Initiative was created through an Executive
Order by President Barack Obama in 2012. The Initiative works
to restore the United States to its role as the global leader in
education; strengthen the Nation by improving educational
outcomes for African Americans of all ages; and help ensure that
African Americans receive a complete and competitive education
that prepares them for college, and productive citizenship. Among
the things most important to the Initiative is centering the
experiences of young people—those impacted by the decisions
made by adults, educators, school leaders etc. The AfAmEdSummit
is a way to accomplish this goal while supporting communities in
responding to the needs of students.

The cohort is comprised of 33 students. They are a mixture of
new graduates continuing on from our associate degree program,
new graduates from other associate degree programs, and current
practitioners from the Respiratory Care community.

Hosting the summit at Skyline College will provide a powerful
forum to disrupt the status quo as well as negative stereotypes
that surround Black students. The event will propel increased
collaboration with high schools on the peninsula and surrounding
areas. Additionally, Skyline College will partner with other colleges
in the region to open the dialogue about the needs of Black
students.

Article by Ijaz Ahmed and Ray Hernandez. Photo by Ricardo
Flores.

The cohort will take courses over seven terms. Each term
includes two courses delivered in hybrid format over nine weeks.
Students will complete coursework online and meet on campus
each Saturday. Faculty teach synergistically from the paired
courses weaving content together and provided a rich teaching
and learning environment. The first cohort will complete the
program and receive their bachelor degree in May 2018.

Article by Cherie Colin and Connor Fitzpatrick.
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Middle College At Skyline College (MCSC)
Offers A Tuition-Free Pathway To Higher
Education

Dillard University STEM Professor Visits
Skyline College

On Monday, August 29, 2016, Skyline College began the inaugural
talk for the Science in Action Seminar series. Visiting our campus
was the wonderful Dr. Abdalla Darwish, Professor of Physics from
the School of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) at Dillard University, New Orleans, Louisiana. He
informed us that as a result of the devastating effects of Hurricane
Katrina over 10 years ago, his lab has been totally revamped. Dr.
Darwish is unabashedly pro STEM. He stated that the world
revolves around STEM students! STEM students are the ones who
make the phones. STEM students are involved in building cars and
machinery that entertains, feeds and takes care of us.

The Middle College at Skyline College (MCSC) began its second
year with a new educational partnership. In June, the San Mateo
Union High School District (SMUHSD) Board of Trustees
approved a Memorandum of Understanding with the San Mateo
County Community College District that allows Capuchino High
School students to attend the MCSC. The Middle College at Skyline
College, Director Raymond Jones is thrilled with SMUHSD’s
willingness to give its students the option to attend the middle
college that is closest to them.
SMUHSD joins with the South San Francisco Unified School
District to offer high school students living in North San Mateo
County the unique opportunity to develop their talents, abilities
and skills; pursue their academic goals; explore career and major
options; cultivate their leadership skills; and give back to their
communities.

Professor Darwish’s lecture lasted over an hour and he talked about
making a goal and sticking to it. He stated, “Never tell yourself that
you cannot do it; don’t accept from anyone else that you cannot
do it. Prove it to yourself.” He extoled all of the STEM students to
be a part of the STEM movement for the good of us humans. He
also stated that you need to do something not just for you or your
future but for humanity. As a STEM student you are here to make
the world a better place.

This fall semester a new cohort of 11th- grade students entered the
MCSC, joining the founding 2015-16 cohort now in the 12th grade.
The MCSC currently serves 85 students, of which 80% are firstgeneration and 91% are historically underrepresented students.
These students decided to take the advantages that MCSC offers,
saving thousands of dollars in tuition and fast-tracking their
journey toward achieving academic and career goals.

Dr. Darwish exuded confidence as he stood in front of us, but he
told us a story that this was not always the case. He told of getting
a zero on an exam in graduate school and thinking of quitting. He
talked about how his family told him to stick it out and continue
with school. In a typical scientific manner, he stated that people
should always be honest, tell the truth in whatever you do, work
hard and the good jobs and opportunities will come to you.
After extoling the virtues of STEM, Dr. Darwish shared with us
some of his research. Specifically his work in the field of thin film
fabrication. This process is used to make the IC chips that we use
in our computers and many new methods are in use.

MSCS students spend their last two years of high school on the
Skyline College campus, taking high school grade-level classes
based on California Common Core Standards along with transferlevel college courses. As a result, these students will earn their high
school diploma along with a minimum of 24 units that can be
applied toward Career Technical Training certificates, an Associate
degree or transfer to a four-year university.
The MCSC is committed to the “Skyline College Promise”
accelerated pathway to support students entering higher education.
Article and photo by Kim Saccio-Kent and Raymond Jones.

Article and photos by Cheryl Ajirotutu and Tammy Robinson.
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Puente Welcomes Family and Friends at
Annual Noche de Familia

Over 100 people were in attendance, and the success of the event
could not have taken place without the support of the Counseling
and Language Arts division deans, Learning Communities
Coordinator, Marisa Thigpen, fellow Puente faculty who cofacilitated the event, Lucia Lachmayr, Alberto Santellan, Paula
Silva, and Counseling Intern, Rocio Aguilar-Pedroza. Thank you
also to all Puente faculty members including Luciana Castro,
Denise Hum, John Ulloa, and Mustafa Popal.

The Puente Learning
Community has grown to
two cohorts for the first
time since the inception
of the program at Skyline
College, and the families
and friends of all 52
Puentistas were invited
to its annual Noche de
Familia. This event is
held in recognition of the
vital role that families
and friends play in our
students’ success. It provides an opportunity for families to meet
instructors, gain a better understanding of the learning community,
College resources, program events and requirements, and it also
provides a safe space for students to discuss their need for support.

Article and photos by Melanie Espinueva+Aure.

Don’t Think Small. Think Global with the
Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC)
Entrepreneur Incubator Program
The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC) is launching its first
intensive entrepreneur incubator program. We are excited to
welcome guest instructor Leah Goold-Haws to our inaugural
Business Incubator Program starting
October 11, 2016. This 10-week program is designed to provide
focused training that assists entrepreneurs in identifying
powerful and actionable ways to move their business forward.

The event, which provided support for Spanish-only speakers,
began with a welcome from Dr. Luis Escobar, Dean of Counseling,
and welcoming remarks from Mary Gutierrez, Dean of Language
Arts. An overview of the Puente Learning Community was then
provided with emphasis on the three-part model, calendar of
events, and success rates of past Puente students nation-wide.
Afterwards, families and friends learned of a few College resources
available to students and/or community members that would aid
in the academic success of our Puentistas. A HUGE thanks to
Raymon Gutierrez, Retention Specialist at The Learning Center,
Chad Thompson, Interim Director of SparkPoint at Skyline
College, and Jorge Murillo, Program Services Coordinator of
EOPS/CARE/CalWORKs who presented the benefits of their
respective programs to our Puente families. The information
provided was valuable to both our students and their family
members who looked to gain more information at the end of the
event.

Some topics to be covered include:
•
•
•
•

Towards the end of the evening, families and students broke out
into separate groups to brainstorm ideas that would ensure student
success. The students came up with a wish list of things they need
from their families/friends in order to succeed in college, while
the family members and friends came up with a separate list
identifying what they could provide to support student success and
growth. When both groups shared their respective lists, they found
that both groups identified similar things such as understanding,
study time and a quiet space at home, food, and love.

•
•

Go from idea to execution
Making prototypes and market testing
Learn adaptability
Marketing & brand building from scratch & brand
expansion
Find finances and funding
Participants for the program should be active entrepreneurs
with the desire and ability to grow an existing business.

Article by Terri Wade.
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2016 Districtwide Classified Staff
Professional Development Retreat a Success!

only for stretching and breathing while at our desks, but
also managing stress and relieving anxiety in our everyday
situations.
Finally, Misha Maggi, Student Life and Leadership Manager
at Cañada College, presented the “True Colors” workshop,
utilizing a research-based approach to understanding human
behavior and motivation. Staff discovered their own colors
and learned about tools to recognize their own unique
strengths, needs, and causes for frustration while gaining
a better understanding in improving collaboration and
increasing productivity working as teams. This awesome
day was wrapped up with an hors d’oeuvres mixer and live
entertainment by the Blue Flamingo Quartet before heading
back for the evening.

The Districtwide Classified Staff Professional Development Retreat
was held on June 2, 2016 at the beautiful Thomas Fogarty Winery
Conference Center, with a theme of “Tag, You’re It!” The goal was
understanding our work roles, our personal value, and our impact
on our campus communities. Recently, the Districtwide Classified
Staff Professional Development Retreat was reimagined as a
one-day retreat with the goal of bringing together Classified Staff
Districtwide for a day of learning, growing, and getting to know
our colleagues from other campuses and the District Office.

Article and photo by the District Classified Staff Professional
Development Retreat Committee: Roxanne Brewer (District
Office), Juanita Celaya (KCSM), Michele Haggar (Skyline),
Fauzi Hamadeh (CSM), Maria Huning (Cañada), Debbie
Joy (Cañada), Annette Perot (District/ITS), Jo’an Rosario
Tanaka (Cañada), Jeanne Stalker (Cañada), and Alana Utsumi
(Skyline).

Skyline College Students Spend Their
Summer Doing Community Service

The District Classified Staff Professional Development Retreat
Committee was made up of Classified Senate Leadership from
Skyline College and Cañada College, and staff leaders from College
of San Mateo and the District Office. Many hours of diligent work
went in to making sure that the event hosted engaging professional
development sessions, while reflecting the essence of a retreat
outside of our respective daily work areas.
Our day started off with the keynote speaker, one of Skyline
College’s own, Biology Professor Shari Bookstaff. Professor
Bookstaff shared her story of survival and determination after
surviving a major brain injury. She motivated attendees to work
hard to achieve their goals no matter what obstacles may be in the
way, and shared her wisdom about unexpected, life-altering bumps
in the road.

The Skyline College Beta Theta Omicron members had a busy
summer volunteering in the community. They initiated several
community service projects during the spring semester and
continued the projects throughout the summer. Continuing
their Computer Literacy and Internet Competency for Seniors
(CLICS) program, our students held training sessions at
Magnolia Senior Center to help senior citizens learn to use
their smartphones and tablets. Chapter president Karen Lai
said she “felt a strong sense of accomplishment when seniors
learned to send their first text message, or post their first

After lunch, attendees were split up into three rotating groups
made-up of individuals from all over SMCCCD. Former Skyline
College students Sonya Pope and Leo Rosales shared first-hand
experiences of what the support from classified professionals
meant to them as students, and how that support directly benefited
their families and their futures.
Susie Lunardi from the San Mateo Athletic Club presented a
workshop on Office Wellness, teaching us all techniques not
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NASA, and Department of Labor, among others. He has also
received numerous local, regional, and national awards, including
but not limited to the 2016 American Society for Engineering
Education Outstanding Teaching Award and the prestigious
Beta Theta Omicron continued their precollege outreach at the
Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Mathematics, and
Boys and Girls Club of North San Mateo County. Chapter members
encouraged children to learn science with a fun, edible lab on making Engineering Mentoring (PAESMEM) presented by President Obama
in 2011. Dr. Enriquez’s narrative-based keynote emphasized the
ice cream.
importance of faculty mentoring of students, especially those who
Chapter members also participated in established community service are vulnerable and at risk.
events including Habitat for Humanity in San Francisco and the San
Symposium workshops led to lively discussions and engaging
Francisco Food Bank.
teaching and learning activities. They included:
picture on Facebook. Their excitement and happiness motivates me
to continue volunteering.”

Article and photo by Christine Case.

•

Adjunct Faculty Gear Up for Academic Year
2016-2017 at 2nd Adjunct Faculty Teaching &
Learning Symposium

•
•
•

•

Energized Skyline College adjunct faculty gathered on Saturday,
August 13, for a full-day of teaching and learning activities at the 2nd
Skyline College Adjunct Faculty Teaching & Learning Symposium.
The Symposium was designed to provide adjunct faculty the
opportunity to engage in workshops and collaborative activities
that help promote “meaningful and culturally relevant learning
experiences” (The Skyline College Promise), particularly geared
towards addressing first and second semester student success.
President, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, Vice President of Student
Services, Dr. Angélica Garcia, Interim Vice President of Instruction,
Aaron McVean, and Professional Development Coordinator, Nina
Floro, kicked of the day by welcoming adjunct faculty with words
of empowerment and encouragement. Following the welcome,
Dr. Amelito Enriquez, Professor of Engineering and Mathematics
at Cañada College, delivered an inspiring Symposium keynote,
“Confessions of a Reluctant Community College Instructor.”
Dr. Enriquez exemplary achievements include serving as the
Principal Investigator for over $12 million in grants funded, funded
by the National Science Foundation, US Department of Education,

“Get Up and Get Moving: Easy Ways to Add Kinesthetic
Learning to the College Classroom,” presented by Jessica
Hurless, Communication Studies Professor
“Student Learning Styles & Metacognition: Fostering Students’
Self-Awareness As Learners,” presented by Sarita Santos, Early
Childhood Education (ECE) Professor
“Herding CATs: Using Classroom Assessment Techniques
to Understand Student Learning,” presented by Dr. Bianca
Rowden-Quince, Instructional Designer
“Beyond Talk: Moving into Action/Critical Thinking with
First-Day Ice Breakers & Lesson-Driven Community
Building Strategies,” presented by Nina L. Floro, Professional
Development Coordinator/English Professor
“Teamwork Makes the Dream Work: A Student Services
Overview,” presented by Lasana Hotep, Dean for Student Equity
& Support Programs; Dr. Luis Escobar, Dean of Counseling; and
Dr. William Minnich, Dean of Enrollment Services Instructional

After lunch, the Symposium concluded with an interactive,
informational panel moderated by Interim Vice President of
Instruction, Aaron McVean. The panel featured student services
such as the Disabilities Resource Center (Melissa Matthews, DRC
Coordinator), the SparkPoint at Skyline College (Chad Thompson,
SparkPoint Director), the CARES Program (Dr. Luis Escobar, Dean
of Counseling), and the Learning Commons (David Reed, Learning
Center Manager).
Overall, participants reported they plan to implement newly
learned strategies and ideas in their classes this fall semester. They
are looking forward to next year’s Skyline College Adjunct Faculty
Teaching & Learning Symposium, which they hope will continue to
provide them with innovative ways to foster student success.
Article by Nina Floro. Photo by Ricardo Flores.
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Skyline College Ramps up Programs and
Services in the New Fabrication Laboratory

Base11 STEM Entrepreneur Accelerator
Program at the Bay Area Entrepreneur
Center (BAEC)

This Fall 2016, Skyline College’s new Fabrication Laboratory has
kicked into gear with new courses and programs utilizing the
inspiring space for innovation made possible through Skyline
College’s partnership with Base11. Twenty to seventy-five students
access the Fab Lab daily for lecture and laboratory courses in
Physics and Engineering including PHYS 106, PHYS 270, ENGR
100, ENGR 260, and ENGR 261. Students in the Engineering lab
courses are gearing up for new design experiences now possible
with the Fab Lab equipment. In ENGR 261 – Circuits Laboratory,
students learn how to design a printed circuit board (PCB) and
how to manufacture and assemble the PCB using the Fab Lab’s
precision milling machine and electronics prototyping equipment.
To further support engineering lab instruction, the Fab Lab now
boasts a set of modern electronics test equipment in addition to a
60-user site license for SolidWorks 3D modeling software to design
and manufacture products on the Fab Lab’s rapid prototyping
equipment.

The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC) is holding an exciting
10-week STEM Entrepreneur Accelerator Training Program! All
class sessions will be held at the BAEC in downtown San Bruno.
Hands-on activities are conducted in the Fabrication Laboratory
(Fab Lab) which is located on the Skyline College campus. Class
begins Monday, September 19, 2016.
This program delves into the mechanics of entrepreneurship
and teaches participants to develop soft skills and learn to create
prototypes in the new, state-of-the-art Fab Lab. The course will
culminate with a business pitch competition. This will allow a
unique opportunity for students to pitch their business ideas in
front of investors.
This program is an industry collaboration between Skyline
College and Base11. This program is open to all potential
entrepreneurs and intrapreneurs who want to stand out as leaders
in the STEM industry.

The Fab Lab is also hosting a new STEM Entrepreneur Accelerator
Program that was launched by the Bay Area Entrepreneur
Center (BAEC) of Skyline College in partnership with Base 11.
Through the 10-week program, students will learn how develop a
STEM business model, build their resume, and pitch their ideas
to investors. The program includes a laboratory component in
which students gain their design experience in electronics, design
with the laser cutter, and programming, all leading toward the
development of a STEM oriented product or service. At the end of
the program, students get the opportunity to pitch their company
in front of investors and catalyze STEM career.

Article by Terri Wade.

Article by Nicholas Langhoff and Marco Wehrfritz. Photo by
William Nacouzi.
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Upcoming Events

Drone Educator Conference
(STEM Careers)
Saturday, October 22, 2016
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202

White House Summit on Educational
Excellence for African Americans
Friday, September 30, 2016
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Theater

ESL Registration Day
Saturday, October 22, 2016
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Building 5, Room 5-100

Skyline College Dance Festival
Saturday, October 1, 2016
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Gymnasium, Building 3

Entrepreneurial Sustainability Events
Tuesday, October 25, 2016
11:25 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.
Building 7, Room 7-115

Transfer Advocate Panel Presentation
Wednesday, October 5, 2016
11:10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-206 and 6-204

Monday, October 31, 2016
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Building 8, Room 8-306

ASTEP Family Night
Wednesday, October 5, 2016
4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Multicultural Center, Building 4

Thursday, November 3, 2016
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC)
458 San Mateo Ave, San Bruno, CA 94066

Manufacturing Day 2016
Friday, October 7, 2016
Morning Session 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Evening Session 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Building 6, Second Floor

Umoja XII Conference
November 4 – 5, 2016
Hilton LAX
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Skyline College Lecture Series:
Sonia Nazario
Monday, October 10, 2016
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202
Discover ASTEP Shadow Day
Thursday, October 13, 2016
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Building 6, Room 6-202
Puente Program: Transfer Motivational
Conference
Saturday, October 15, 2016
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
UC Davis - 1 Shields Ave, Davis, CA 95616
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