
President’s Report to the Board of Trustees
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud

Skyline College Class of 2017 students celebrating during the 46th annual commencement ceremony.
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Commencement address by 
President Regina Stanback Stroud 
the 46th Commencement Ceremony

Awards Count (by award):         2016-17      2015-16
Degree:             1,108              750
Certificate:             454                433
Total Awards Count:            1562             1183

Good Evening Graduates. 

You and your colleagues are recipients of, one thousand six 
hundred and fifty two academic awards including a record one 
thousand one hundred and eight degrees and four hundred and 
fifty four certificates. You range in age from eighteen to sixty nine. 
Two hundred and twenty three of you are graduating with honors. 
With twelve Kappa Beta Delta members and eighty three Phi 
Theta Kappa members. Twenty four of you are Veterans and two 
hundred and sixty of you are the first to  graduate from college in 
your family. Five of you are Foster Youth and twenty five of you are 
international students.

For many, it is a family affair. Congratulations to Husband and 
Wife Tomas Castellanos and Lissette Elizabeth Murillo. Mother 
and Daughter Margaret Kelly and Mackenzie Lieras. Sisters Nyrill  
Krista Azucena and Noreen Anne Azucena. Sisters Roxana 
Canjura and Alexandra Canjura Sorto. Sisters Tiffany M Ergas 
and Carly Ergas. Brothers Bashar Al-Sharif and Khaled Al-Sharif.  
Brothers Thet Hnin Nay Chi and Kyaw Lwin Soe. Brothers Keane 
Keiji Nishikido and Kyle Nishikido. Cousins Nikkaela Aniken 
De Guzman and Andrea Nicole De Guzman. Cousins Lorie 
R Luciano and Joseph Jaballa. Cousins Mary Ann Mallari and 
Justin Simbulan. Cousins Karina Tapia and Carolina Macias. In 
addition, for some of you, it is a work thang, employee Anjelica 
Anne Gacutan-Viloria, Student Life Assistant with an Associate of 
Arts in Social Science.

This means you have a lot of celebrating to do, so my goal is to 
provide you with a few comments that are bold enough to get your 
attention and short enough to keep your attention. You see, I am 
hoping that there will be many more important milestones like 
this one in your life…so many that you won’t be able to remember 
them all, but do remember this…

You chose a wonderful academically excellent, warm and 
welcoming college that embraces the diversity of people, languages,
religions, perspectives, beliefs and customs of our community. 
You chose a college that values social justice and understands the 
importance of academically rigorous and excellent education in 
making this world a better place. Therefore, it isn’t the case that 
you simply were able to fit in... Look at you. You were able to 
thrive... to soar.

You are graduating at a time where there are those in some of the 
highest and most influential/powerful offices of the land who are 
literally debating what is known to be settled science. Many of them 
are educated but they allow ideology to override their educated 
selves. Take care; value the science, the arts, the humanities, 
the social science that informs your thinking. Recognize that 
education and knowledge is about much more than the utilitarian 
notion of getting a job. Now do not get me wrong, we all want to 
be meaningfully employed but become employed doing what you 
love and using what you learned to make the world better for all. 
You now have the ability to interrogate, critique, and listen for the 
creation of knowledge. Be the person that creates the next driver 
of human advancement or solves the threats of climate change.  Be 
the person that develops the economic philosophy that minimizes 
the disparities and provides for the basic human rights of food, 
shelter and safety. Be the person that unlocks the puzzles of so 
many phenomenon that create or sustain human misery around the 
globe. Yes, you are educated. You have the ability to construct and 
co-construct knowledge and the ways in which we understand this 
world.  We are always building on accomplishments of those before 
us – Contributing to the cumulative human efforts of our time 
and before. You can use what you learned in the arts, sciences and  
humanities and technical fields to think critically and create 
beautiful things with your hands as well as your minds. All of it 
is part of the cumulative human effort – We all play a small part 
by participating in what will be known as history. Moreover, you 
have the ability to articulate that knowledge in ways that serve 
you and others. However, to do so, you have to have a critical 
consciousness and in this globalized context, some cultural, social 
and racial literacy. 

I want you to understand and acknowledge the power of language 
and, I want you to understand and acknowledge the language of 
power. That is what you must remember. If you are to use your 
education to make a difference in this world to make sure that it 
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ever even mattered that you were on this earth in the first place… 
an intense understanding of the concepts of power and the  
socio-political underpinnings that impact our realities are a 
prerequisite not only for your success but for our survival. 
Here is another memorable part... Look to your left/right… set 
your eyes on the faculty in all of their regalia. This is what it looks 
like when you dedicate your life’s work to something other than 
yourself.  This faculty have given a lifetime of work, commitment, 
scholarship and service to making sure that you have this moment 
in time, this moment in your life. Take a moment to consider the 
sheer selflessness of this type of commitment.  

Now close your eyes and imagine all of the little children 
who are a part of your life. Your family, neighbors, friends… 
You are the embodiment of their hopes and aspirations. You are 
the embodiment of what is possible for them. That means your 
success and their future are inextricably linked. Take them to 
higher places.

Another thing, you did not get here alone. You had help and 
support along the way, from someone, friends, family and 
strangers. Now it is time for you to consider helping others. Start 
a small scholarship even if it is just one hundred bucks to buy a 
book or class materials for someone coming up behind you. Pay 
it forward as you leave us behind. Remember Skyline College. 
Think of us as you make career choices. Come back and be the 
professors and directors, the deans and coordinators, the vice 
presidents, the public safety personnel and facilities staff, the 
classified staff and auxiliary staff and even the President that we 
so desperately appreciate and need in order to stand up here the  
next year and the next and the next in service to you and those 
who will follow.

Finally, leave us with this idea in mind. This nation of immigrants 
is already great because people used their education, no matter 
what level, formal and informal, to work hard, to challenge the 
status quo and stand up to injustice.  People looked at the issues 
of their times and gave their blood, sweat, tears, heart and soul 
so many could learn together, live together, walk, talk, eat, play 
together. Moreover, believe it or not, these rights and privileges 
herein are not set in stone.  If you fail to pay attention and act, you 
can lose the very thing lives were lost to get – your democracy and 
the freedoms so many of us take for granted. 

Yes, there are forces right now erecting barriers to make it harder 
for some groups of people to exercise their rights, but you can do 
something about it. Yes, there are organized efforts to marginalize, 
oppress, disenfranchise certain groups but you can do something 
about it. Yes, there are structural efforts that create and maintain 
income disparities that are unbelievable, but you can do something 
about it. Yes, there is racism, sexism, ageism, discrimination 

based on ability, but you can do something about it. Yes, there 
is anti-youth sentiment and anti-intellectualism, but you can do 
something about it. Yes, our justice system is anything but just, but 
you can do something about it.         
Yes, we are over-consuming and living in a way that threats the 
environment and the mere sustainability of the planet – but 
you can do something about it. Yes, our policies seem to benefit  
the haves consistently over the have-nots, but you can do 
something about it.

Yes, our policies are making education an even more difficulty 
thing to attain, but you can do something about it. Yes, young 
people are graduating with unprecedented student loan debt 
because of our policies, but you can do something about it. Yes, 
in this wealthiest nation on the planet, people – human beings are 
homeless and hungry, but you can do something about this. Yes, 
children in America are hungry, but you can do something about 
this. 

These seem like intractable problems.  Problems that people say 
can never be fixed, they are just too big.  But I beg to differ.  You 
can do something about every one of them.  Many of you can vote. 
Many can but many do not.  I am challenging you not to let another 
election cycle, large or small, 2 year or 4 year go by without you 
being fully engaged and enfranchised, lest you let others decide for 
you what is in your and your communities’ best interest. 

You have received many lessons here at Skyline College. You 
are educated. I hope you recognize this most important lesson. 
Stand up and be counted. VOTE! I wish you all the success and 
happiness you deserve. 

Congratulations Skyline College Class of 2017!

Address by Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud | Photos by Randy Tunnell
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The Skyline College Promise

Our Commitment
 
Skyline College has always strived to empower its students to 
reach their educational goals, and, by extension, empower them to 
achieve their dreams beyond their education.

We know that completing college is the most significant step a 
person can take to improve their life circumstances. The Skyline 
College Promise is a commitment to deliver an end-to-end, best 
practice-based education experience designed for Skyline College 
students to finish college.

To do that, we are redesigning our processes, programs and 
services so applying will be streamlined, students will get proactive 
academic and social support as they progress through college, and 
the path to completion will be clear and efficient. Our Promise 
means more people will be able to pursue education as a means to 
personal agency, enfranchisement and prosperity for themselves, 
their families and their communities. And we are making this 
commitment to ALL our students.

Three Components One Promise

A commitment of this scale requires an integrated response across 
the full spectrum of our campus community and organization. 
Three primary programs will form the backbone of the promise, 
together scaling a comprehensive education experience with a 
focus on bringing students through to completion.

1. The Promise Scholars Program

The Promise Scholars Program provides financial, academic and 
personalized student services for first-year students enrolled full-
time. It’s designed to alleviate barriers that often keep first-year 
students from the strong start associated with completing college. 
The program includes the Summer Scholars Institute (an intensive 

summer bridge program), the Promise Scholarship (last-dollar 
funding to cover fees), and proactive, designated counselors 
delivering personalized academic and socio-cultural support and 
performance-triggered interventions. Promise scholars also get a 
loaner laptop, a textbook lending library, and transportation and 
meals.

2. Contemporary Pedagogy

Students who love their classes stay in school, and teachers create 
the attraction. So we’re developing 21st-century pedagogy—
contemporary teaching centered on best practices and critical 
consciousness—to make classes more engaging and effective. 
Research demonstrates students learn more when teachers adapt 
to students and course material is relevant. New faculty and staff 
professional development infuses our pedagogy with cultural 
fluency and digital savvy. And our Comprehensive Diversity 
Framework applies an equity lens to our teaching practice, 
strengthening connections across the diverse Skyline College 
student population.

3. Guided Pathways

Guided pathways intentionally support students to declare a 
major, connect their studies to careers and simplify and clarify 
requirements to finish their education. Guided pathways solve a 
pervasive community college problem: too many program and 
course choices with unclear completion tracks that inevitably lead 
to students taking more time, spending more money and taking 
more classes than necessary. By organizing education and career 
options within broad fields called meta-majors, we can make it 
easier for students to explore directions based on their interests 
and abilities. By mapping the way through programs, we optimize 
time and money so students can finish college.

We’ll implement meta-majors in fall 2018. Our plans include 
providing students, faculty and counselors access to real-time 
data on student performance in classes and programs, with online 
applications facilitating academic choices and tracking progress.

Tangible Results

Over the last year we have successfully launched the inaugural 
Promise Scholars Program, covering student fees, providing 
individualized counseling and access to a lending library for 138 
students. Additionally, we’ve seen an 80% persistence rate in the 
first cohort. That’s just the beginning – in the coming 2017-2018 
academic school year the program is expected to scale up to 300 
students, and then 500 in the following year.

The Skyline College Promise Scholars Program is available to high 
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school graduates and students who recently completed their GED 
or Adult Education program and who enroll at Skyline College full-
time and plan to earn a certificate or degree. The program supports 
the college’s commitment to empower students to graduate on 
time by making college more affordable and ensuring that higher 
education is achievable for all members of our community. 

In addition to the Promise Scholars Program, we’ve seen 
important steps forward with both Contemporary Pedagogy and 
Guided Pathways. Throughout the year, faculty and staff have 
been coming together to map out a way forward for the college, 
bridging academic concentrations to examine best practices 
across the entire college. 

This work will continue into the year ahead. These are 
transformational opportunities that we’re seizing upon to make 
impactful changes to our college, and we’re immensely excited to 
continue pushing Skyline College into a bright future.

Promise Scholar Highlight – Naomi Quizon

For Naomi Quizon the question of how she was going to pay for 
college was weighing heavy during high school – until she learned 
about the Promise Scholars Program. She enrolled in the Summer 
Scholars Institute, getting a jump start on her math and English 
courses during the summer before college and then enrolled at 
Skyline College – essentially free for her first year.

“The teachers helped me think about who I am, where I come 
from, and where I can go in life,” Naomi says. “[With the Promise 
Scholars Program,] we can go to class, study, meet new friends, 
find faculty mentors, and do all this without having to worry 
about how we are going to pay that first year of fees.”
That’s the power of the Promise.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photos by Will Nacouzi

Celebrating the First Graduating Class of 
Skyline College Middle College 

Two years ago, when 36 local students realized that a traditional 
high school experience wasn’t a good fit, they took initiative and 
decided to finish their high school experience at Skyline College’s 
Middle College. That inaugural class has now graduated, and 98 
percent of them are continuing on to higher education, while one 
student is joining the military. 

Skyline College’s Middle College provides high school students 
with an alternative to traditional high school offering a tuition-free 
accelerated pathway to their future in higher education. Students 
emerge from the program with their high school degree along 
with college credits. The results from the first cohort of graduates 
underscores the importance of the program, the opportunity that 
needed to be filled and the drive of the students to succeed. 

These graduates achieved inspiring academic success, with 97% 
of students achieving a 2.0 GPA or higher, and with 35 students 
earning 24 or more college units that they can apply toward an 
associate degree or toward transferring to a four-year university. 
All of these students also gave back to their communities through 
volunteer projects focused on social justice and civic engagement.

This bold approach toward high school education builds upon 
equitable pathways to college, providing transformational 
opportunities where barriers may have existed before.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photo by Mia Coo
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A Faster, Easier Way to Get to Campus

Getting to Skyline College’s campus can be a serious challenge 
for many students. Limited public transportation options and 
the college’s location can mean long commute times, or the need 
to take a personal vehicle to campus.

To address this issue, Skyline College was awarded a two-year 
grant to establish a free non-stop, round trip shuttle service 
between the Daly City BART station and the campus, thanks to 
the San Mateo County Transportation Authority and the City 
and County Association of Governments of San Mateo County. 
The “Skyline College Express” shuttle service launched in August 
2016, just in time for the start of fall semester classes.

The shuttle has been a huge success, with ridership outpacing 
original estimates – students took nearly 60,000 rides on the 
shuttle in fall 2016 and spring 2017. Open to students, faculty, 
staff, and community members, the incredible positive response 
underscores the critical need for this service and the importance 
of removing a common logistical and financial barrier for 
students. Potential students who otherwise had no means of 
transportation to attend college now have access to world-class 
educational opportunities.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photo by Will Nacouzi

The Skyline View Wins Additional Awards 
for Website

The Skyline View ended the year strong by winning first place for 
online general excellence in the two-year college division from 
the California News Publishers Association’s Better Newspapers 
Competition. Judges said about TheSkylineView.com, “The 
breadth of the coverage is astounding…the writing is great across 
all sections.”

In March, the publication won online general excellence at the 
Journalism Association of Community Colleges State Convention 
held in Sacramento, making it the third time this semester that 
the publication has won an award for its website. At this same 
convention, sports editor Brian Silverman took home an honorable 
mention in the on-the-spot video story contest. Former staffer 
Dave Newlands earned a second place for student-designed ad, 
while former staffer Ryan Love clinched a second place in critical 
review.

Article By Nancy Kaplan-Biegel
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Delegation Bound for NCORE 2017

In collaboration with the Office of the Vice President of Instruction 
and the Division of Student Equity and Support Programs, the 
Center for Transformative Teaching & Learning (CTTL) of  Skyline 
College sent its 4th delegation to the 2017 National Conference 
on Race & Ethnicity in Fort Worth, Texas. NCORE is the leading 
conference on issues of race and ethnicity in higher education. 
With hundreds of breakout sessions, the 5-day conference provides 
a forum for critical conversations and exchanges of information 
about race and ethnicity.

The Advisory Committee for Employee Development (ACED) 
reviewed delegate applications and selected 3 faculty and 2 
classified staff to represent Skyline College at the conference. This 
year’s faculty delegates include Jessica Lopez, Nathan Jones, and 
Liza Erpelo; classified staff delegates are Michele Haggar and Jorge 
Murillo. Each delegate will participate in a half-day, pre-conference 
institute on a topic they have selected:

• “Complexity of Student-Centered Work, Race, and Inclusion in 
the Academy” (Haggar)

• “Black Identity Development at American Higher Education 
Institutions” (Jones)

• “Latinos in Higher Education: Moving the Equity Needle” 
(Jimenez)

•  “Fundamentals of Social Justice Education” (Erpelo)
• “Intersectional Interventions: Supporting Queer & Trans 

Students of Color” (Murillo)

In addition to the pre-conference institute and numerous 
conference sessions, delegates’ NCORE experiences will also 
include keynote speakers such as international thought leader, Dr. 
Juliet V. Garcia; Franchesca Ramsey, actress/writer/video blogger; 
Jenny Yang and Hari Kondabolu, comedians; and Evon Peter, Vice 
Chancellor for Rural, Community, and Native Education at the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks.

Upon completion of the conference, delegates will lead CTTL-

sponsored on-campus workshops/activities on NCORE themes and 
topics; facilitate discussions on NCORE-related issues specifically 
relevant to Skyline College; and apply NCORE concepts to campus 
and/or District-wide equity-related activities. We look forward to 
what Jessica, Nathan, Liza, Michele, and Jorge will have to share 
with the Skyline College community.

Article by Nina Floro

Colleges Host Districtwide Marketing 
Retreat

On July 6, more than 20 members of the Cañada College, College 
of San Mateo and Skyline College Marketing Departments joined 
together for a District-wide Marketing & Outreach retreat. This is 
the second year that all three colleges’ Marketing & Outreach  
Departments had an opportunity to connect in person and share 
their recent marketing and community relations accomplish-
ments, as well as share best industry practices.

The three Marketing Directors planned an afternoon filled 
with engaging and informative activities. After a brief round of  
introductions, each team had the opportunity to present their 
college’s marketing accomplishments/ projects of note and share 
highlights of what they learned from throughout the project. 
The presentations unexpectedly, but beautifully, turned into a 
series of candid and extremely interactive conversations of best  
practices for real situations, ranging from marketing campaign 
project management to inventive ways of connecting with students 
through social media.  The three Marketing Directors also shared 
the upcoming projects and initiatives the teams have planned for 
the upcoming academic year.

Another highlight of the retreat was a special overview and  
discussion on the District’s Time, Place and Manner Policy, led by 
Mitchell Bailey, Chief of Staff to the Chancellor. The discussion  
included how the marketing and outreach staff can assist in  
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supporting the policy through marketing and communication 
practices. Each Marketing & Outreach staff member came away 
with fresh ideas and a renewed energy (and excitement) for the 
upcoming academic year with an appreciation of the important                   
roles that each member holds in marketing and promoting                   
the colleges. The Marketing Directors plan on coordinating  
professional development opportunities throughout the academic 
year and solidifying the district-wide retreat as an annual activity.

Article by Megan Rodriguez-Antone

Upcoming Events

Fall Semester Opening Day
Tuesday, August 15, 2017

To kick off the 2017-2018 Academic Year, Skyline College will host 
Opening Day to welcome all faculty and staff on Tuesday, August 
15, 2017 in the theater, the day before Fall classes begin. This is 
a chance for the campus community to come together and re- 
energize for another year of focusing on students-first and helping 
them to achieve their academic goals.

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline College will set 
the tone for the year with the theme of Delivering on our Promise.

The annual Skyline Shines winners from both the community 
and the college will be announced and awarded, as is tradition at 
Opening Day.

This year, we are fortunate to welcome and honor 42 new facul-
ty and staff members to the Skyline College community who are 
either new to the college or have been promoted or reassigned to 
new positions. 

Here’s to a year filled with student success!

Success Summit
Friday, September 22, 2017

The Success Summit is a half-day forum designed to bring 
together business and civic leaders from all sectors to discuss 
innovative strategies for solving tough issues that affect San 
Mateo County businesses and residents. In dynamic breakout 
sessions, participants will meet face-to-face with key decision 
makers within the county, including elected officials, business and 
industry leaders, employers and educators and gain insight on how 
they can effectively work to shape the future of their community 
and their business.

Breakout sessions will offer knowledge on topics of importance 
to the region through an overview of current trends and activ ities 
presented by a panel of experts, a moderated question and answer 
session, and the opportunity for attendees to add their voice to 
the conversation contributing their perspectives, sharing solutions 
and providing their choices for shaping forward movement and 
successful outcomes.

The Success Summit is presented by the President’s Council of 
Skyline College and sponsored by Skyline College, PG&E, Recology, 
San Mateo County Economic Development Association, San 
Mateo Credit Union, YouTube and the San Mateo County/Silicon 
Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau. The conference will be 
held in the Student and Community Center, Building 6, 2nd Floor 
on the Skyline College campus on Friday, September 22, 2017 from  
8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. The registration fee is $75 and includes 
breakfast and materials. 

skylinesuccesssummit.com

To attend this event email Cherie Colin:
colinc@smccd.edu

http://www.skylinesuccesssummit.com
mailto:colinc%40smccd.edu?subject=Success%20Summit%20Registration
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Call to Consciousness Lecture Series
Wednesday, September 27, 2017

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The Call to Consciousness Lecture Series features some of the 
most leading edge scholars and practitioners of social justice 
and equity advocacy. This series is designed to introduce the 
Skyline College community to nationally recognized thinkers 
and practitioners who address issues related to creating more 
harmonious human relationships. Student Equity & Support 
Programs will collaborate with the Associated Students of Skyline 
College (ASSC) to bring Dr. Victor Rios to Skyline College.

About the Speaker:

Victor Rios is an award-winning college professor, author and 
speaker. He was born in Mexico and immigrated to Oakland, 
California with his mother at the age of two years old. He grew up 
in West Oakland, Fruitvale and Elmhurst in some of the poorest 
neighborhoods in Oakland. Growing up around drug dealers and 
gangs, he was forced to join a local Latino East Oakland gang at 
12 years old for protection from rival gangs. Rios began to change 
his life from being a gang member to a college student. With 
the support from some educators, he enrolled at UC Berkeley 
and went on to earn a Ph.D in Sociology. Currently, Dr. Rios is 
a Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara. His research is focused on Educational Equity, Juvenile 
Justice, Mentoring, Resilience, Closing the Opportunity Gap, 
Teacher Well-Being, Restorative Justice, and School Accreditation. 
Dr. Rios has worked with local school districts to develop 
programs a curricula aimed at improving relationships between 
authority figures and youth. Victor Rios is the author of five 
books including: Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino 
Boys (2011), Project GRIT: Generating Resilience to Inspire 
Transformation (2016); and Human Targets: Schools, Police and 
the Criminalization of Latino Youth (2017). 

To attend this event, REGISTER HERE

https://surveys.smccd.edu/TakeSurveyPage.aspx?s=7606c7299e0c4e61befada9d2622bb31&tsid=285dbac835704e6786653b4206de094e&c=en-US

