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Associated Students of Skyline College
(ASSC) Hit the Road for Welcome Week

Amory Cariadus and ACCEL Win 10th Annual
Skyline Shines Awards
This year marked the 9th year of Skyline College’s Skyline Shines
Award, presented annually to one College employee or group and
one community individual or group who help Skyline College
to shine in terms of its quality of programs and services and its
reputation for quality.
College Winner: Amory Cariadus
This year’s college award
went to Amory Cariadus,
Director of Student
Development. Amory
has dedicated her career
to supporting a campus
climate that values students
by placing them at the
center of the college work,
decisions, activities and
efforts. Her leadership with
the Associated Students
of Skyline College helped
create a robust and active
student governance council
that gives student voice
to the many issues at the
college.

The Associated Students of Skyline College (ASSC) hosted
Welcome Week 2015 to welcome students to the first week of the
Fall semester. The student government teamed up with faculty and
staff volunteers to serve food to hundreds of eager students, as
they dashed through the Quad to find their classes. The ASSC also
sponsored a Back to School Free Drawing over social media, to
facilitate communication with the student body.

Amory ensures students have access to quality programs
and services. She often takes the time to provide the student
perspective in the participatory governance process. Amory
works with college administration, faculty and staff to bring
in notable speakers, providing enrichment for the college
campus and community, and she leads the student governance
council and organizations to provide robust connections to the
community.

Students fueled up for the first day of class with doughnuts, coffee,
and hot chocolate in the Quad. The ASSC also tabled throughout
the day to help new students navigate their way through campus
and promote student IDs. Tuesday featured a Dole Whip Social
with ten of the unique Learning Communities that students can
join. The annual Pancake Breakfast succeeded for another year on
Wednesday morning, followed by a pizza night kickback in the
evening. The Program Services and Club Fair concluded Welcome
Week, as twenty-six campus groups gathered in the Fireside
Dining Room to spread information and promote opportunities to
students. A travelers-themed photobooth allowed students to share
where they plan to go next on their academic journey!

Amory transformed the student activities department to a
Center for Student Life with comprehensive programing that
supports students’ leadership development, academic excellence,
a scholarly institutional environment and interesting social,
political and career events.
Community Winner: Adult-Education College and Career
Educational Leadership (ACCEL)

Article by Marlon Gaytan Jr. Photos by Katherine Chan, Margo
Feldman, and Dennis Zheng.

This year’s community award went to Adult-Education College
and Career Educational Leadership (ACCEL). ACCEL is the
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planning body for San Mateo County responsible for carrying out
the charge and opportunity of AB 86. ACCEL is collaboratively
rethinking and redesigning Adult Education to accelerate student
success. They are a coalition of adult schools, community colleges
and partners throughout the region and their mission is to
support adult education students’ transition to college, workplace
success, and community contributions. Skyline College’s own
Mary Gutierrez is on their steering committee and Leigh Anne
Shaw and Gary Nichols in the ESOL area are active and influential
participants.

Middle College is Here!

Skyline College welcomed its first class of 39 Middle College
students from El Camino and South San Francisco high schools
with a three-day orientation. Skyline College President Regina
Stanback Stroud and South San Francisco Unified School District
Superintendent Shawnterra Moore-Thomas greeted the students
by expressing their enthusiasm about this unique educational
experience being offered to students living in north San Mateo
County. Both encouraged the students to take advantage of being
in Middle College to pursue their dreams for academic and career
success.
The three-day
orientation
familiarized the
students with the
campus facilities,
provided a career
education workshop,
allowed the students
to obtain textbooks
and instructional
materials, and
introduced them
to college resources and services. It also served to introduce
students to Middle College staff and to build a sense of community.
Students in this program are concurrently enrolled in high school
and community college, taking all their courses on the Skyline
College campus for two years with the college courses being
tuition-free up to 11.5 units. Upon graduation from the Middle
College, each student will receive a high school diploma and earn
college credit toward a Career Technology Education certificate
and/or an Associate Degree. Additionally, students may transfer
their units to four-year college/university.

Since its inception in 2014, the ACCEL North Collaborative
Action Team, or CAT, has embodied a students-first philosophy
with an express focus on diversity. Founded directly in response to
Assembly Bill 86 – Adult Education Consortium, this team has been
active in devising creative solutions to education for the thousands
of adults left unserved by budget cuts to Adult Education. The team
had a good foundation in the decade-long established relationship
between Skyline College’s ESOL department and the ESL
departments at South San Francisco and Jefferson Adult School;
AB 86 provided the opportunity for the ESOL and ESL faculty to
turn their dreams into reality in the interest of their students, and
they were joined by GED, Math, Counseling, and English faculty to
round out the project.
Article by Connor Fitzpatrick and Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud.
Photo by Raul Guerra.

Article by Dr. Raymond Jones. Photos by Claudia Paz.
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Delivering Education…Literally!

of view on the importance of reducing energy consumption,
creating more comfortable and less energy-using homes and
using solar as a cleaner, greener energy source.
As with last year, the camp blended technical knowledge on
environmental subjects with film making best practices. The
students got to apply what they learned to story telling using
video production techniques. They were asked to produce two
videos during the seven-day camp. And, once again, the camp
culminated in an awards ceremony where judges gave feedback
on the six videos that were created by three teams of students.
This year, judges agreed that the video quality was the best ever.
The final videos are uploaded to the dedicated YouTube channel.

Skyline College’s Center for Sustainable Construction will be taking
a “mobile classroom” (specially equipped vehicle) on the road this
year to deliver a college-level, “Green” Construction Basics course
to students on their high school campus. The program is designed
to be a “bridge” for students in high school to get exposure to
college faculty, curriculum, and culture. Students will receive both
high school and college credit for the two-semester program. Our
high school partners for the 2015-2016 pilot program include
Capuchino and Mills High School.

Article by Bruce Greenstein. Photos by Claudia Paz.

Student Receives National Scholarship
Ten two-year college
students have been named
recipients of the 2015
Phi Theta Kappa Hites
Transfer Scholarship,
receiving a total of $75,000
to assist in the attainment
of baccalaureate degrees.
One of the recipients is
Skyline College student
Wafa Zeidan.

Assistant Professor Bruce Greenstein is coordinating the program
as well as teaching the courses. “It is my hope this program will
garner interest in Skyline College’s plethora of amazing program
offerings or an interest in continuing education on some level.
Integrating a young demographic into the emerging green sector is
essential to the development and growth of a robust workforce to
meet the challenging climate, energy, and water challenges in our
near future.”

Wafa Zeidan is studying
Biology with the desire
to continue on with her education and earn a Medical Degree
while continuing to do research throughout her career. She
graduated from Skyline College in May 2015 and is transferring
to the University of California Davis in the fall to complete her
undergraduate studies. During her time at Skyline College, she
conducted independent research along with her mentor, Dr.
Christine Case to test the effects of a plant extract on various
microorganism, thus proving that the extract is effective in
killing and inhibiting various bacteria. She went on to present
her research at the annual SACNAS conference in October 2014.
She continued her research with Dr. Case in the summer of
2015 and will present her findings on the use of a plant extract
to prevent foodborne illness at the 2015 SACNAS conference. In
addition to doing research, she is also an active volunteer in her
community, both volunteering with children at the UCSF Benioff
Children’s Hospital and also volunteering with her Phi Theta
Kappa chapter’s Computer Literacy and Internet Competency for
Seniors program.

This program was made
possible through the
efforts and dedication of
Skyline College’s Center for
Workforce Development.
Through support and
collaboration with Deputy
Sector Navigator, Catherine
Ayers – a DSN sub-grant was
awarded in April 2015 from
Foothill/DeAnza CCD to
develop, support, and execute
the program.
The grant also supported our third annual High School Summer
Energy Camp, another innovative “bridge” project to garner
interest and inspire students to attend college, as well as educate
youth on energy, environment, and science. The seven-day camp
this year had nine students who came to learn about energy
efficiency, solar and creating videos that illustrated their point
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Graduate Wins Bay Area Gardener
Foundation Scholarship

former foster youth at Skyline College to help them succeed
in college. The resources include a dedicated space located in
Building 2, Room 2321, a dedicated counselor, a dedicated
financial aid liaison, financial coaching, retention support,
credit building or repair, resume development or building,
cultural field trips, workshops and priority registration.
Students may be eligible for free textbooks, school supplies
and a laptop.

Congratulations are in
order for Skyline College
student, Abby De Los Reyes,
recipient of the 2015 Bay
Area Gardner Foundation
Scholarship. Yearly, BAGSF
awards twenty scholarships
of $1,500 to applicants
who demonstrate superior
academic performance,
a measure of not just
knowledge but commitment,
dedication, and responsibility
in achieving higher education goals, and community involvement
through volunteering at non-profit organizations.
Abby, a transfer student to SFSU this fall semester received an
Associate in Arts - Transfer degree in Psychology from Skyline
College. Throughout her years here at Skyline College, she
worked as a student assistant in the Career Services Center,
clocked over 300 volunteer hours at the San Francisco SPCA as a
Shelter Medicine Volunteer, served as a Teaching Assistant, and
maintained an impressive academic grade point average.

Article by Soledad McCarthy. Photo by Keisha Ford.

Study Abroad, Cuba: Success!

The SMCCCD’s faculty-led, short term Study Abroad trip to
Cuba occurred July 31-Aug 11, 2015. Led by Skyline College
History Professor, John Ulloa, the trip was comprised of
14 Skyline College students and one College of San Mateo
Student. All student participants earned 3 units of credit
by enrolling in SOSC 680SB, Life and Culture of the Local
Area - Cuba. Trip highlights included lecture presentations
and discussions with Cuban intellectuals including architect/
urban planner Miguel Coyula, a discussion on contemporary
race relations with Gisela Arandia as well as private music
performances by Pablo Melendez and Grupo Mezcla and the
top Afro-Cuban folkloric group, Los Muñequitos de Matanzas.
There will be another trip to Cuba in early summer 2016.

Present at the awards ceremony in July to cheer her on were
Lavinia Zanassi and Jocelyn Vila. The event proved to be an
incredible evening for Abby as she was further recognized as
a student displaying outstanding community involvement and
excelling academically. For this distinguished effort, she was
presented with an additional Scholarship of Excellence for a total
award of $2,500!
We applaud this young woman as she continues on with her
studies in Psychology and Animal Behavior.
Article and photo by Lavinia Zanassi.

Article and photo by John Ulloa.

Guardian Scholars Program Launches
The Guardian
Scholars
Program at
Skyline College
launched on
July 1, 2015.
The program
is committed
to providing
services to
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Registration is OPEN! “Integrating Global
Trade & Logistics and Cybersecurity” (IGTLC)
Conference Nov 12-14, 2015

was conducted in partnership with New Zealand-based
International Volunteer HQ. The Service Leaders for the
program were Communications Professor Danielle Powell
and Program Services Coordinator Alina Din.
For many of the students, it was their first time traveling out
of the country, and for some, first time flying on an airplane.
The students and their two faculty leaders resided in a
homestay with a very friendly and loving host, Doña Maria.
Every morning, the students enjoyed chilly, low-pressure
showers and a hot Guatemalan breakfast before boarding
their shuttle to teach students aged 4-12 how to read and
write in English. The experience was indeed life-changing
and eye-opening for the students. After her fourth day
teaching, Dominique Bill reflected, “School is a luxury here
because even elementary school students need to work to
help support their families. If a student drops out of school
in Guatemala, no one cares. It makes me realize how good
we have it in States!”

Bay Area Center for International Trade Development (CITD) is
delighted to announce that Registration is OPEN for the first annual
“Integrating Global Trade & Logistics and Cybersecurity” (IGTLC)
Conference, from November 12-14, 2015, in San Francisco. You may
register at www.bayareacitd.org.

The Service Learning Program was also instrumental in
helping other students of Central American origin feel
more connected to their roots. Yuffita Palacios spoke of
how much closer this experience made her feel with her
parents: “Having parents who hail from Central America,
this connected me to their history and how their past life was
for them – it fills me with a sense of pride I can’t describe.
All the stories my parents told me, I’ve seen them come to
life here. My parents always wanted me to know about our
culture and to see how far they have come. This program was
a like a revelation.”

Details about the IGTLC Conference Registration, Hotel, Golf
Tournament Scholarship Fundraiser, Exhibitor Booths, and
Sponsorship can be found on the CITD website:
www.bayareacitd.org.
Article by Yvonne Reid. Website by Liz Gaudet.

Eight Skyline College Students Teach English
in Antigua, Guatemala.

Despite only being
in Guatemala for one
week, the students
developed close
bonds with the
young children they
taught and came
out of the program
with a new sense
of independence,
fearlessness, and
renewed hope for the
future. For Stephanie
Allen, it helped define
future goals and
taking advantage of

The African
Diaspora
and District
Study Abroad
programs, in the
Global Learning
Programs and
Services division,
sent eight Skyline
College students
to teach English
to elementary
school students
in Antigua, Guatemala from August 1 – 8, 2015. This Service
Learning Program was the capstone project for the students who
participated in the African Diaspora Mentorship Program, and
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International Student Program (ISP)
Welcomes More International Students!

current opportunities. “[This program] has shown me that I 100%
want to work with kids now, and there is nothing that can get in my
way except my own fears. For people in Guatemala, it’s really hard
to move up in society. In the U.S., there’s so much help you can get
even if you’re not wealthy.”
To read the daily accounts of the students’ service learning
experience in Guatemala, please check out the blog at
http://smcccdservicelearning.blogspot.com.
Article and photos by Alina Din.

Beta Theta Omicron Brings STEM to Boys and
Girls Club
Skyline College welcomed more than 70 new international
students this fall! Not only is this the largest number we have
ever received for one semester, this new group is bringing in
more diversity to the campus than ever before. The fall new
international students are coming from over 30 countries. The
majority of the students are from East Asia and South East
Asia, such as China, Japan, Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand.
The rest are from the Middle East, Europe, Africa, North
America, Central America and South America, including
countries such as Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Sweden, Canada and
Brazil.
The new students gathered for the four-day orientation held
from August 4 -7, 2015. The orientation included variety of
activities and presentations, placement tests and counseling,
and a field trip to Great America. Seven orientation leaders
took a leading role in many of the activities held during
the orientation. The orientation leaders represent five
different countries, and are current international students
who volunteered their time for the event. They shared their
knowledge and experiences as Skyline College international
students in presentations, mingled with new students during
the ice breakers and meals, and provided a tour around the
campus. Having the current international students involved
in the orientation certainly made the event more engaging
and fun. One new international student from Moldova
commented, “I came from another community college, but
they did not provide an orientation like this. This is really
nice!” Another new student from Singapore wrote to the
ISP office to let us know that she had “a lot of fun at the
orientation”.

Skyline College’s Phi Theta Kappa officers developed a summer
science program for precollege students. The research that the
students did earlier this year showed early exposure to STEM
activities positively impacts elementary students’ perceptions of
science. And college students can inspire and motivate to precollege
students to achieve higher goals.
During the summer, Sam Reveles, Karen Lai, Donway Sy, Jose
Campos, Akayi Thein, Spencer Wu, Justin Tom, and Michael Wong
brought science labs to the Boys & Girls Club. The kids especially
enjoyed ice cream science.
Article by Dr. Christine Case. Photo by Pauline Maccay.

Article by Chikako Walker. Photo by Claudia Paz.
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The Next Generation of Learning with
Dr. Mark David Milliron

LEGIT 3D Art Exhibition Opening

On Wednesday, August 12, the Center for Transformative Teaching
and Learning organized its first-ever pre-semester professional
development day featuring nationally known guest speaker, Dr.
Mark David Milliron. Dr. Milliron is best known as a champion
for educational opportunity and beginning conversations on
innovation. During his presentation, Dr. Milliron initiated
conversations about the changing face of education. He provided
issues and insights from research and practice on a wide variety of
topics, including action analytics as a way to guide students towards
success.

come see this show!

The LEGIT 3D Exhibition
opens at the Art Gallery.
The show features
sculptural installations
made from unconventional,
commercial, and recycled
materials including a huge
extension cord macramé
wall hanging by Dana
Hemenway, a discomirror bomb by Jeremiah
Jenkins, faux-fur toilet
paper by Michael Arcega,
and miniature google
bus dioramas by COLL.
EO (Colleen Flaherty and
Matteo Bittanti). Definitely

The exhibition runs from through October 9.
Article by Paul Bridenbaugh.

EPIcenter: Where Future Teachers Can
Shake, Rattle, and Roll

In the beginning of the presentation, Dr. Milliron illustrated
through the “sexy or sneaky” hand exercise that, although difficult,
it is vital to begin the discussion about addressing the diverse needs
of students. This discussion should take into account the challenges
of providing educational professionals the tools and training they
need to meet students’ needs.

Thanks to the
Skyline College
Presidents
Innovation
Fund and a
very generous
anonymous
donor,
The Early
Childhood
Education/
Education
(ECE/EDU) Program can now begin work on an Educator
Preparation Institute (EPIcenter). This will be housed in
Building 8, Room 8317, and will be designed to be a “one
stop shop” for all things teacher prep. Our Skyline College
future educators will have two valuable academic resources
on campus to assist with achieving their educational goals; the
first being the Child Development Laboratory Center (CDLC)
in Building 14 and now the new EPIcenter.

With the growing diversity of teachers and students, Dr. Milliron
discussed the importance of delivering accountability analytics to
faculty to help with student retention and success. Dr. Milliron
compared accountability analytics to a doctor receiving medical
history about the patient, whereas in the situation of a student,
faculty would receive the student’s educational background in
order to guide the student to meet his or her goal. By having many
resources available, educational professionals can use this additional
information to make a positive impact on a student’s likelihood to
graduate on time.
Article by Liezl Madrona. Photo by Claudia Paz.

8

SK YLINE COLLEGE BOAR D R EPORT
SEP TE M BER 30, 2 015

These two highly integrated
programs, EPIcenter and
CDLC, will provide students
the opportunity to work
on child observations,
participate in the care of
children from infancy
through Prekindergarten,
and assess a high quality
child development
environment at the CDLC,
and at the EPIcenter, access to computers, educational resources,
and space to meet with faculty or peers.

great success and a wonderful example of two organizations coming
together to help connect Veterans to valuable resources. We look
forward to future opportunities to collaborate with community
based partners in support of Veteran success.

All of the staff in the ECE/EDU program are dedicated to
the training of students who aspire to teach (Pre-k through
elementary and Special Education), so keep an eye out for more to
come, including our upcoming grand opening on November 17
from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

The Western Region Council on Black
American Affairs (WRCBAA) Career Institute
Saturday, October 10, 2015
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Building 6

Article by Gina Ciardella. Photo by Brandina Jersky.

Upcoming Events
Legit 3D
Skyline College Art Gallery
Now - October 8, 2015

Article and photos by Kate Williams Browne, Sarita Santos, and
Kristina Brower.

Facing Fear: Film Screening and Discussion
Wednesday, October 14, 2015
Theater

Veterans Resource Center Partners with San
Francisco VA

On August 27, the Skyline College Veterans Resource Center
partnered with the San Francisco VA Medical Center’s Student
Veteran Program to host a VA Enrollment and ID Card Photo
Event. Many Skyline College Veterans were able to enroll in VA
Health Care directly on campus and receive timely responses
to questions straight from San Francisco VA Medical Center
representatives. Students remarked how convenient it was to
have representatives on campus and how grateful they were to
be able to connect to VA Health Care in the comfort of their
own Resource Center. The visiting representatives were highly
impressed with the students they met with and look forward to
continuing to support Skyline College Veterans. The event was a
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