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Learning Communities 1st Annual Launch 
Party

The first annual Learning Community Launch Party was held on 
August 28, 2015. Students from all Learning Communities were 
invited to attend with their classes and professors were encouraged 
to bring their students as a group. Students and faculty from 
ASTEP, Kababayan, CIPHER, PACE, FYE, Puente, Social Justice 
League and the Career Advancement Academy attended the event 
with friends and classmates. The Launch Party festivities drew 
many members of the campus community as well.

The Learning Community Launch Party was envisioned as an 
event to kick-off the start of the academic year with a fun and 
memorable event, strengthen informal bonds between students 
and faculty, increase students’ sense of belonging within the larger 
framework of Skyline College Learning Communities, and increase 
school spirit and connections to the campus.

The Learning Community Launch Party included a Trail Mix 
Bar, Skyline College craft tables, ping pong, campus services 
and programs tabling as well as music and an open microphone 
giving program staff, students and faculty the opportunity to share 
information and welcome the groups of Learning Community 
students. Some students took advantage of the open mic to publicly 
thank faculty members for great mentorship and some students 
also shared their musical talents.

All Skyline College students were invited to attend to learn about 
Learning Communities and find out how to join a Learning 
Community in the Spring 2016 semester. Those who missed 
the event can access more information via a flowchart of course 
sequences for each Learning Community on the Learning 
Communities website.

Article and photo by Marisa Thigpen.

Early Childhood Education Alumna 
Receives the 2015 Bright Futures 
Scholarship
 

The Bright Futures 
Scholarship Program was 
developed by Bright Horizons 
to support the field of early 
childhood education by 
offering scholarships to future 
teachers.

Here is what Bright Horizons 
had to say about Sarra 
Wickline:

“Sarra holds an Associate’s 
degree from Skyline College 
and is continuing her studies 
to earn her Bachelor’s degree 
from San Francisco State 
University. While completing 

her Associate’s, Sarra worked as an Associate Teacher at the 
Early Learning and Child Development Center on campus. Her 
supervisor writes that “she was able to use positive interactions 
to engage the children and keep them focused.” Sarra plans to 
continue working with young children and hopes to become a 
kindergarten teacher after completing her Bachelor’s degree.

“In the meantime, she plans to continue to work as a preschool 
teacher. Sarra believes that ‘children and their families deserve 
the most dedicated, creative, passionate, innovative, and 
understanding teachers.’ It is those qualities that she tries 
to reflect in her teaching practice and reinforces her goal of 
becoming the best educator she can be.”

The ECE/EDU staff here at Skyline College are so proud of Sarra 
and the work she continues to do for children and families!!

Article and photo by Kristina Brower.
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Chinese Delegation Visits Skyline College

Global Learning Programs and Services hosted a Chinese 
delegation from the Limai International High School on September 
the 14, 2015. Mr. David, Executive Director of the Beijing Limai 
Education Technology Institute and Ms. Alice, Assistant of 
Headmaster were impressed by the high quality of student services 
and expressed interests in sending international students to Skyline 
College.

Beijin Limai Education Technology Institute is a Chinese 
education organization highly experienced in the international 
education field. The organization has many partnerships in the 
United States including partnerships with universities, community 
colleges and middle schools. Mr. David shared with the GLPS team 
that his organization is looking to open a representation in the 
San Francisco Bay Area to provide customized services to Chinese 
students and their parents.

Dr. Tammy Robinson, Ms. Yvonne Reid and Mr. Wissem Bennani 
spoke to the delegation about exchange programs, the upcoming 
CITD conference, and international student services. In addition, 
the delegation’s itinerary included a tour of Skyline College and a 
visit to The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC).

Article by Wissem Bennani. Photo by Alessandra Zanassi.

Dr. Luis Perez Delivers Presentation on 
Universal Design and Accessibility in the iOS 
Environment

Skyline College was honored to have Dr. Luis Perez deliver a 
presentation on Universal Design and Accessibility in the iOS 
Environment on Wednesday, September 23. Dr. Luis Pérez received 
his doctorate in special education from the University of South 
Florida and was selected as an Apple Distinguished Educator (ADE) 
in 2009. He is the author of Mobile Learning for All: Supporting 
Accessibility with the iPad, from Corwin Press.

Participants learned about the accessibility features that iOS9 and 
existing operating systems have to offer. In any Apple device, simply 
tap ‘General,’ and then ‘Accessibility’ to view all of the features. One 
amazing feature that was introduced for mobility was called ‘Switch 
Control.’ Switch Control allows the user to navigate through the 
iPhone screen by tapping a connected device that had two buttons.

Apple does its best to reach out to every type of user through a 
great concept called Universal Design (UD). Have you ever used 
Siri? Siri is an example of UD in Apple products that allows users 
to navigate through the phone via voice commands. With similar 
technology, Dr. Perez introduced an iPad app called ‘Book Creator.’ 
This powerful app allows the author the ability to utilize VoiceOver, 
which helps editing in Book Creator and when reading the books 
in iBooks. Dr. Perez’s presentation on Apple products and software 
has shown us the potential in broadening the scope of users and the 
impact of accessibility improvements in the iOS software that can 
benefit all.

The presentation was videotaped and will be available at the Center 
for Transformative Teaching and Learning (CTTL) in the coming 
weeks.

Article by Jonathan Paver and Liezl Madrona. Photo by Keisha 
Ford.
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The overall goal for the program was to increase the likelihood 
that participants would attend college by providing them with the 
necessary tools to make informed decisions about their future. 
Since the completion of the program, one of the high school 
students is currently enrolled full time and another is taking 
courses at Skyline College. All of the students who participated 
in the program can now better appreciate how college can open 
doors to their future.

Article by Brianna Clay. Photo by Jazmena Bannag.

Biology Students Attend 18th Annual 
Chinese Bioscience Association Conference 

The Chinese Bioscience Assocation (CBA) conference in Foster 
City on Saturday, October 10, 2015 was the first time that many 
Skyline College students attended a professional meeting in 
Bioscience. The CBA allowed students to attend the conference 
without cost, and even provided lunch. The session talks were 
designed to introduce current research in genome sequencing 
used in the field of personalized medicine, immune-Oncology, 
stem cells and leadership in Biotech.

Dr. Folsom is the student outreach coordinator for the CBA. 
Members of the CBA and the vendors were greatly impressed 
with Skyline College students’ questions and their ability to 
network. One of the conference sponsors expressed willingness 
to demonstrate their advanced technology in Cell Counts and  
Cell Analysis System at Skyline College biology department in 
the near future.

Many students expressed their interest in doing research and 
everyone in the biology department hopes that they continue 
their interest by doing research and attending the Skyline College 
Research Symposium in the spring.

Article and photo by Jing Folsom and Nick Kapp.

Skyline College Male Scholars’ Mentorship 
Program

The African Diaspora Program which is part of the Global 
Learning Programs and Services Division, coordinated by Clyde 
Lewis Jr. held its inaugural Male Scholars’ Mentorship Program 
during the summer of 2015. The Male Scholars’ Mentorship 
Program aimed to provide students with the necessary tools for 
academic, career and life success through structured activities. 
Participants between the ages of 16-25 were largely from the 
Bayview Hunters Point are in San Francisco. By working with the 
faculty from 3rd Street Youth Center & Clinic, the program was 
able to identify and support students who are facing academic 
challenges in traditional classroom settings. The focus of this six 
week program is to re-align participants on their path toward 
academic success, increase their self-esteem and to help shape 
their career readiness. Students are also required to use what they 
learn from the program in their respective community in order to 
receive credit.

The program was facilitated by Professor Tim Dupre and Brianna 
Clay and was administratively supported, by two Skyline College 
students: Jazmena Bannag and Joseph Adams. Additionally, 
faculty from Financial Aid, Career Center/Co-op and SparkPoint 
emphasized many of the points discussed. Further, faculty from 
Skyline College played a role in supporting the program by 
allowing participants to visit their classes in order to experience 
higher education first hand. By allowing the mentoring participants 
to engage in their classes, both Professor Kymberly Jackson and 
Professor Nate Nevado introduced the concepts that education can 
be challenging, however, it can also be engaging.
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Workability III Celebrates Disability 
Awareness Month

On Wednesday, October 14, Workability III, in partnership with 
the Career Services Center, welcomed Ricardo Perez from the 
Department of Rehabilitation to lead a training about disability 
sensitivity. People with disabilities are the largest minority group 
in the United States, and a group that almost of us will belong to at 
some point in our lives. However, people with disabilities still face 
discrimination and other obstacles preventing them from gainful 
employment and perhaps more importantly, being treated equals.

Ricardo Perez led the workshop group through a “Windmill” or 
disability etiquette training module. Attendees learned about laws 
concerning employment for people with disabilities and general 
etiquette to create a more positive and welcoming environment 
for everyone. The workshop culminated in a Jeopardy-style game 
to test participants’ knowledge. Ricardo approached these often 
difficult topics with a mix of humor and games to engage all partic-
ipants. We look forward to hosting him in the near future!

Article and photo by Brian Jenney.

Drive Smart, Walk Smart Campaign Aims to 
Increase Traffic and Pedestrian Safety

As a result of concerns raised at the Health and Safety 
Committee meeting and recent communication with the San 
Bruno Police Department, the college is embarking on an 
informational campaign, Drive Smart, Walk Smart to raise 
awareness and increase traffic and pedestrian safety on and 
around campus. We are asking for faculty and staff assistance 
in getting the word out and setting a positive example for 
students.
 
Drive Smart

The San Bruno Police Department has indicated it has stepped 
up traffic enforcement in the area around campus and has 
taken a “zero tolerance” approach to speed and stop sign 
violations due to dozens of citizen complaints, 15 reported 
collisions over the last year and 3 since the new semester 
began. The main area of concern for drivers entering campus 
is the intersection of College Drive and Sheryl Drive.

Make sure to watch your speed, put down your phone, stop 
completely at all stop signs and keep your eyes on the road. 
Citations for moving violations like those being issued at 
Sheryl Drive and College Drive can cost a few hundred dollars, 
not to mention the cost of traffic school and/or increased 
insurance premiums.

Walk Smart

The crosswalk and stop sign in front of Pacific Heights, 
Building 14 where the two do not align is a main area of 
concern for pedestrians and vehicles. Please be mindful while 
driving and walking in this area. Cross only at cross walks 
on campus and walk only on sidewalks. Pay attention when 
crossing or driving near the crosswalks inside campus parking 
lots.
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This message and campaign is part of a partnership with the San 
Bruno Police Department in an effort to ensure the safety of students, 
faculty, staff and our neighbors. Drive Smart, Walk Smart and let’s be 
good neighbors.

Article by Cherie Colin. Logo by Claudia Paz.

Goodwill Industries Warehousing and 
Logistics Orientation

The Skyline 
College Workforce 
Development 
Program and 
Goodwill Industries 
welcomed their fall 
2015 Warehousing 
and Logistics cohort 
during orientation on 
September 24, 2015. 

The orientation was facilitated by Career Advancement Academy’s 
(CAA) Interim Program Services Coordinator, Jeremy Evangelista, 
and invited guest speakers from SparkPoint, Guardian Scholars, 
and the Dean of Business Education & Professional Programs 
(BEPP), Christine Roumbanis, to share some of the resources and 
opportunities available on campus.

The Workforce Development and BEPP partnership with Goodwill 
Industries awards certificates in Warehousing and Logistics to 
students wishing to reenter the workforce. For many of the Goodwill 
students, this is their first time in a college environment. The 
orientation includes the students enrolling into BUS 269, meeting 
their dedicated counselor, visiting Financial Aid, touring the college 
grounds and receiving their Skyline College identification cards from 
ASSC. This 10-week course concludes with a graduation that will be 
held at the Goodwill Industries Headquarters in San Francisco.

Article by Monique Hernandez. Photo by Troy Barros.

Helping the Homeless to Look and Feel 
Their Best

Every few months in San Francisco, the 6,000-plus residents 
of the city who live on the sidewalks, in parks and in shelters, 
have one day to get free care and services. Project Homeless 
Connect makes it possible to call family and friends, get 
access to healthcare services, take an animal companion to 
the vet, and get a free haircut. On Wednesday, September 
23, fifteen students from the Salon & Spa at Skyline College 
donated their time and efforts to help homeless community 
members feel like themselves again.

According to SF Gate, more than 6,600 people in San 
Francisco are “visibly homeless,” which means they live 
on the street or in a shelter. Even more city dwellers are 
in transitional housing programs or staying temporarily 
with friends or family. A lack of permanent address and 
phone number often make it difficult to receive care or 
communicate. Created in 2004 by then-mayor Gavin 
Newsom and the San Francisco Department of Public 
Health, PHC offers vital services to homeless people 
including dental care, reading glasses, phone and computer 
use, government ID, legal advice, HIV and STI testing, 
groceries, and veterinary care for pets.

Although many Skyline College students live in San 
Francisco and see homeless people on the street, this event 
put the problem in a human context. While touching, 
talking to and grooming clients, suddenly the perspective 
changed. During the day of service, our students made 
real connections, learning the personal stories of lives 
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both before and during periods of homelessness. Injury, illness or 
mental instability can act as catalysts and quickly drain finances and 
resources, with the end result of losing a home and a job. To know 
that in a practical sense is one thing, but in an emotional sense it is 
quite another.

By the end of the day, the whole team was hot and tired and covered 
with hair clippings. But student faces were beaming with pride and 
accomplishment, having made a genuine connection. As a group 
they unanimously agreed to participate in the next Project Homeless 
Connect.

Article and photo by Lynsey Hemstreet.

Skyline College Delegates Visit  
Universidad Tecnologica de Tijuana

Skyline College delegates, Dr. Tammy Robinson, Interim Dean, 
Global Learning Programs and Services and Ray Hernandez,  
Dean, Science, Math and Technology, visited Tijuana, Mexico  
August 25 - 26, 2015.  Universidad de Tecnologica de Tijuana  
hosted Skyline College, and 24 technical and polytechnic  
universities. 

Representation included 9 college presidents and other  
international student staff and faculty. The purpose of the  
meeting was to continue the collaboration between Skyline College 
and UTT. The late Richard Soyombo started this relationship. It is 
incredible to witness and continue Dean Soyombo’s legacy.

The delegates witnessed numerous presentations on the  
Becalos Program which occurred at Skyline College from  
August 2014 - December 2014. Skyline College hosted 75 students 
who were from the various universities within Mexico’s University 
system. Discussion and analysis allowed learning to take place 
so that the next student exchange experience will be even more 
successful.

Skyline College has been successfully team-teaching a Spanish 
class between Professor Luciana Castro and Professor David 
Cooksley from UTT. The course is very successful with 
student retention and learning. The course is very popular 
at both Skyline College and UTT as there is a waiting list 
of students in Tijuana who want to sign up for the course. 
Students communicate via Skype while they speak Spanish 
and English together in a collaborative manner. The event 
was a huge success and we look forward to expanding our 
partnerships with universities in Mexico.

Article and photo by Dr. Tammy Robinson.

Beta Theta Omicron Shines at Leadership 
Conference

Three Skyline College students presented a General Session 
at the Phi Theta Kappa Nevada/California Leadership 
Conference. The conference was held October 2-3 in 
Sacramento.

The Regional Board asked Sam Reveles, Pauline Maccay, and 
Donway Sy to present tips for success to the 150 Phi Theta 
Kappa members from other chapters at the conference. They 
were asked because the Skyline College chapter was the only 
Nevada/California chapter to receive international recognition 
for a College Project. Sam, Pauline, and Conway were active 
participants in the College Project. Skyline College’s Beta 
Theta Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa was named 
the 2015 Distinguished Chapter in the Nevada/California 
Region and the 2015 5th Most Distinguished Chapter 
at the international convention. The is the fifth regional 
distinguished chapter award and second international most 
distinguished chapter award for Skyline College.

The Phi Theta Kappa fall scholarship application is open. 
Please encourage students to apply.

Article and photo by Christine Case.
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Study Abroad Informational Session
London Fall 2016

 Thursday, October 29, 2015
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Building 4, Room 4301

ESL Registration Day
 Saturday, October 31, 2015

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Building 5, Room 5100

Speaker Series: Prelude to Construction  
Management Program Presents:

Ann Edminster and Alexis Karolide 
Integrated Design & Delivery

Wednesday, November 4, 2015
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Building 4, Room 4148

 Bruce Greenstein 
Occupational Safety and health  

Administration (OSHA)  
Wednesday, November 11, 2015

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Building 4, Room 4148

Chris Strugar Fritsch 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Wednesday, November 18, 2015
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Building 4, Room 4148

The Center for Transformative  
Teaching and Learning Presents:

 
Lee Mun Wah

What We Do Not See: 
Exploring What We Leave at the Door

 Wednesday, November 25, 2015
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Building 6, Room 6202

Science in Action Lecture Series
 Every Monday

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Building 7, Room 7106

Upcoming Events


