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Opening Day and The Skyline College Promise

San Bruno Chamber Hosts Installation and
State of the City Address

Speaking to a crowd of faculty and staff gathered in the Theater,
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud opened the Spring 2016 semester with
inspiring words and a challenge to the entire college.

The San Bruno Chamber of Commerce hosted its 2016 Installation
of Officers and State of the City Address luncheon on Tuesday,
January 12, 2016 at Skyline College. Over 90 community members
attended the event in the Fireside Dining Room. Skyline College is
proud to host the annual event as it has become a tradition. Twentysix employees of Skyline College attended the event to support
Pcyeta Stroud, who was installed as a San Bruno Chamber Board
of Directors member representing Skyline College. We certainly
demonstrated how committed our college is to being a partner of
the City and the Chamber.

Her remarks focused on the development of “The Skyline College
Promise” – a unified, comprehensive plan that ensures the College
takes concrete, measurable steps to meet its goals, while continuing
to fulfill its obligation to each and every student. It is a promise for
the future, and one that is shared between every member of the
Skyline College community, but at its highest level, it is designed to
ensure students “Get in. Get through. Get out… on time.”
The Promise - an ongoing project in development over the next
year - will combine input from students, faculty and staff with data
from across the community in order to expand and build out this
commitment that will serve as a guiding principle for the College
in the years to come.

The Mayor of San Bruno gave the State of the City Address,
focusing on the plans for the funds available as a result of the PG&E
pipeline explosion which promoted the establishment of the San
Bruno Community Foundation and the exciting new development
plans for the transit corridor on San Mateo Ave. He also announced
that construction will begin shortly on a multi-story housing and
retail building on the former site of the movie theater on San Mateo
Ave.

A forum followed Dr. Stroud’s remarks and focused on each of the
three core principles of The Skyline College Promise and how the
College can assist students as they “Get in. Get through. and Get
out…time.” The panels, comprised of College faculty and staff,
spoke to the successes of the college in working towards these
principles over the past year and how all of them are moving the
College towards fulfilling its Promise to its students. As we enter
the new semester, all of us are challenged to think critically about
how we, as faculty and staff, are called to do the same, every single
day.

A special presentation of proclamations to recognize the dedication
and service on the board of Cherie Colin from Skyline College and
Gwen Daly were presented by Marc Hershman from Senator Jerry
Hill’s office, Ben Cohn from Assemblyman Kevin Mullin’s office and
David Burruto from Supervisor Dave Pine’s office. Mayor Jim Ruane
conducted the installation ceremony of the new and returning San
Bruno Chamber of Commerce Board Members.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick. Photo by William Nacouzi.

Skyline College looks forward to hosting this important community
event for years to come.
Article by Cherie Colin. Photo by William Nacouzi.
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“What We Do Not See: Exploring What We
Leave at the Door” with Lee Mun Wah

Integrating Global Trade and Logistics and
Cybersecurity (IGTLC) Conference Impacts
Bay Area

On Flex Day, November 25, 2015, the Center for Transformative
Teaching & Learning (CTTL) recently hosted the return of crosscultural facilitator, Lee Mun Wah, for “What We Do Not See:
Exploring What We Leave at the Door.” This year’s Lee Mun Wah
employee special event was very engaging, and drew well over 100
participants.

The Center for International Trade Development hosted
its first annual “Integrating Global Trade and Logistics and
Cybersecurity” Conference in San Francisco from November
12-14, 2015. The theme of the event was “Protecting Intellectual,
Digital, and Physical Assets,” and the Conference brought
together experts from the U.S. government, academia, Fortune
1000 Retailers, manufacturers, technology and logistics
service providers, as well as students from Skyline College, the
Middlebury International Institute, Excelsior University and
Robert Morris University.

Lee Mun Wah led a half-day seminar with Skyline College
employees, introducing ways to become culturally competent
and exploring racial identity and bias. This includes learning
the importance of mindful listening and culturally responding,
learning how to be curious, and taking responsibility towards
creating an environment that is more culturally aware. Cultural
competent means becoming more aware of the social issues and
contexts surrounding another’s cultural history and upbringing.

This auspicious conference was met with resounding enthusiasm
and excitement by all who participated in the event. Located at
the historic Westin St. Francis hotel in downtown San Francisco,
the conference was attended by many students, faculty, industry
leaders, and international delegations. The impressive roster
of speakers included Bindiya Vakil, CEO of Resilinc, Michele
Robinson, Chief Information Security Officer for the State of
California, Murray Dunn, CEO of iControl, as well as other
trade and security experts from the healthcare industry, Juniper
Networks, Facebook, and the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol.
They kept the audience engaged with their insights on the
security risks of using wi-fi and smartphones, the data protection
measures being used in hospitals, and steps needed to ensure
that freight and goods travel quickly and securely across local,
national, and international borders.

Participants were partnered up to learn more about racial identity
through asking one another mindful questions such as: When did
you first learn you were different? How did it affect you? How does
it affect you today? Despite varied responses in the room, everyone
shared one commonality; each of us has either experienced racism
or has known someone who has faced racial discrimination. We
take for granted that we know our coworkers because we see them
every day and talk to them once in a while in passing, but do we
really know them?
Lee Mun Wah taught a very basic lesson in that the questions asked
above may seem like very simple questions, but they are difficult
and essential questions that build a bridge of understanding
between races and cultures.

The IGTLC Conference inspired and benefitted not just local
companies and business leaders, but students as well. The Center
for International Trade Development’s own student intern,

Article and photo by Liezl Madrona.
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Ms. Angele Kizler, leveraged her networking skills and impressed
conference guests and speakers so much that she received four
internship offers! She appreciated the opportunities the conference
presented and she is excited about the experience she is about to
gain and apply towards her career goal of becoming either a nurse
or future exporter.

The delicious “Alfajores” (caramel sandwich cookies) did not last
long on the Latin America table that also presented unique cultural
knowledge, like the different languages and diverse dialects spoken
by Latin Americans. The students representing China had egg
custard tarts and other goodies to share and a few easy words from
Chinese language like xing fu, which means being satisfied and
content with your life. They also shared fun facts like China being
the largest country of the world in terms of population. The Middle
East was also represented the Arab countries and gave out useful
information that the ‘middle’ in Middle East comes about because
its known as the crossroads of the world. Some students were
dressed in Middle Eastern clothing and offered samples of falafel,
hummus and other food to taste.

The Center for International Trade Development is housed at
Skyline College in the Division of Global Learning Programs and
Services.
Article by Alina Din. Photos by Gino De Grandis.

International Student Program Hosts
International Food Festival

The International Food Festival event presented international
students with an opportunity to share their cultures, and
highlighted diversity that is a key feature of Skyline Community
College.
Article by Amber Naeem. Photo by Chikako Walker.

Student Sustainability Summit Creates
Action Plans

On Wednesday, November 18, 2015, the international food festival
organized by International Student Program of Skyline College,
was a huge success. Students from different ethnic and cultural
backgrounds participated and represented China, Malaysia, Japan,
the Middle East and Latin America. The event took place in the
Fireside Dining Room where students mingled and chatted while
tasting delicious snacks from around the world.

On Tuesday, December 1, 2015, over 75 students convened for
the Student Sustainability Summit and discussed new ways to
make Skyline College more sustainable. The Summit was led by
the District’s Energy and Sustainability Manager Joe Fullerton and
Skyline College’s Communications Professor Jennifer Mair and
hosted by Biology Professor Carina Anttila-Suarez, Earth Sciences
Professor Carla Grandy, and Sustainability Coordinator Allison
Callow. The Summit was held in the Energy Systems Technology
and Management room, courtesy of ESTM Professor Bruce
Greenstein.

Each table represented a different country and provided an
informational handout about the country it represented. A very
fascinating fact about Japan was that more than 50,000 people living
there are over 100 years old! Japan has 5 million vending machines,
and it consists of 6,800 islands. Ms. Yayoi Sengoku, a local
calligraphy artist wrote students’ names in Japanese. The Malaysian
table had some delicious food and their representatives dressed
in beautiful traditional attire. An interesting piece of information
about Malaysia is its diversity, which is comprised of Malay, Chinese
and Eastern Indian people.

Students came together to share what they would like to see on
campus and then divided into small groups to create plans of
action for future sustainability projects. Some of the ideas students
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were most interested included greywater systems, more hydration
stations throughout campus, increased awareness through fairs
and interpretive signage, reusable dishware, more vegetarian
options in the café and cafeteria, and surveys to explore alternative
transportation options.

resulted in patents, that, may some day, be used in products that
help fuel our cars and diagnose diseases.
The talks typically have over 20 students attending, and the event
often goes over the 5:30 p.m. end time because students are
asking so many questions.

All students have the opportunity to lead or join a project team
and develop a grant proposal for a sustainable project on campus
for the spring semester. After proposals are submitted on February
1, 2016, the student community will come together to vote on
the three projects they would like to see on campus on March 1,
2016. Students decide which projects receive grants funded by the
President’s Innovation Fund.

Article and photo by Nick Kapp.

Art Brings People Together to Make the
Empty Bowls Fundraiser a Success!
On November 18, 2015, the
Skyline College Ceramics
Club hosted its 4th Empty
Bowls Fundraiser in the
campus Fireside Dining
Room. Ceramics students
from Skyline College,
Burlingame High School,
Capuchino High School,
and Clay Creations, along
with artists from the San
Francisco Red Brick studio,
made 350 unique handmade
bowls. Guests chose from
a large table filled with
stacks of colorful bowls
and had them filled by student volunteers with their choice
of soup, catered by Pacific Dining and funded by the Student
Organization and Club Council (SOCC). Artisan breads were
also donated by San Francisco’s famous Tartine bakery, and
beverages were donated by Pepsi.

Article and photo by Allison Callow.

Science in Action Seminar Series Ends with
Talks by 3 Former Students

On November 23, 2015, Rene Mercado a Chemistry Ph.D.
candidate at UC Santa Cruz spoke about his pathway to becoming
a graduate student. The following week Pamela Rios described
how she transferred to Berkeley from Skyline College and is now
working as a technician for UCSF at the Mission Bay campus.
Dr. Benjamin Borgo described his journey to graduate school, a
double degree (Ph.D and MBA) as well as his current research for
Agilent technologies.

Lively entertainment included soulful jazz music by the Skyline
College Jazz Ensemble, directed by Assistant Professor of Music
Michelle Hawkins, and the Skyline College Jazz Quintet, with
Associate Professor of Music Zachary Bruno on keyboards.
The Skyline College Dance Program got people moving with
a performance choreographed by Associate Professor Amber
Steele. The night ended with drawings for ceramic artwork and
gift baskets donated by the Ceramics Club members, raising
more funds for the evening.

Students are encouraged to come and hear the amazing stories of
how students persevere, get their A.A. then go on and transfer.
Many of these students worked to pay their way through school.
Some had internships, but had to ask over 50 labs if they could
work for them. The level of science that these students show us is
truly amazing. Both Rene and Ben talked about how their research

The event raised $2,480, which will be donated to the SparkPoint
at Skyline College Food Pantry, helping to serve those in
need. SparkPoint Interim Director Chad Thompson had
an information table at the event, highlighting SparkPoint’s
vital programs and services to visitors. Empty Bowls is a
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grassroots movement that is celebrating its 25th anniversary this
year of inspiring fundraising events all over the country, and
internationally. The common thread with all Empty Bowls events
is using the power of art to bring the community together and help
those in need.

Baden High school is an alternative high school for students
who are considered at-risk of not graduating on time. CAA
hopes to continue its collaboration with Baden High School
and support students’ transition to career technical education
programs, and additional pathways in higher education at
Skyline College.

Article and photo by Tiffany Schmierer.

The CAAs connect students to higher wage careers and
opportunities in higher education by increasing foundational
skills in reading, writing and mathematics while enrolling
students in career technical training programs. Currently,
the Career Advancement Academy has programs in Allied
Health, Automotive Technology, Early Childhood Education,
and Legal Careers.

The Career Advancement Academy Welcomes
Baden High School’s First Ever College and
Career Readiness Cohort

Article by Alina Varona. Photo by Jeremy Evangelista.

3rd Street Youth Center Visits Campus

On December 8, 2015, the Career Advancement Academy (CAA)
welcomed a group of Baden High School seniors and their
counselors to Skyline College. This cohort of students participated
in a CAA pilot bridge program: College and Career Readiness,
a six week college preparatory course for Baden High School
seniors, which includes career exploration, financial literacy,
college preparedness (FAFSA, registration, placement), industry
certification, and culminates with an all-day field trip to Skyline
College. The course included several Skyline College Faculty guest
lecturers from Counseling, Automotive, Retail and Hospitality,
Biotechnology, Allied Health, Emergency Medical Technician, and
ESTEM who generously gave of their time to support this pilot
project.

On Thursday, December 3, 2015, the Career

Advancement Academy (CAA), welcomed 3rd Street Youth
Center & Clinic for a visit and a tour of Skyline College. Six
students and their Youth Development Specialist, Kaylaa
Banks, were in attendance and had the opportunity to listen
to guest speakers from the Guardian Scholars Program,
SparkPoint and former CAA allied health students, Webster
Cruz and Alfredo Raxon. They also had the chance to learn
more about health care programs such as Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT), Central Service Technology (CST),
Surgical Technology, Respiratory Therapy, Patient Navigator,
Biotechnology, etc., offered at Skyline College. In addition,
they also toured the health department and classrooms in
Building 7 with Raymond Hernandez, Dean of Math, Science
and Technology.

The Baden High School tour began with a student panel
comprised of current and former Allied Health, Automotive, Early
Childhood Education, and Legal CAA students who shared their
experiences, fielded questions from Baden High School students,
and offered important insights for students interested in pursuing
career technical education at Skyline College. Jeremy Evangelista,
(Interim Program Services Coordinator) and Monique Hernandez
(Office Assistant II) facilitated tours of the campus and its Career
Technical Education (CTE) programs. Students visited Automotive
Technology, Allied Health, Cosmetology, SparkPoint, and the
Child Development Center.
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The 3rd Street Youth Center and Clinic’s mission is to help atrisk youth from Bayview Hunters Point make healthy and safe
decisions that improve their physical, emotional, and social health,
empowering them to become successful, engaged adults. The
students have been working closely with their development specialist
to explore opportunities in higher education and pursue pathways in
the health care industry.

Past Domestic Warehousing and Logistics students have
continued their educational journeys as full-time Skyline College
students and entered into the Automotive Entry Level Technician
and Allied Health Career Advancement Academies as well as
participated in the Center for Innovative Practices in Hip Hop
Education Research (CIPHER).

The CAAs connect students to higher wage careers and opportunities
in higher education by increasing foundational skills in reading,
writing and mathematics while enrolling students in career technical
training programs.

The Career Advancement Academy (CAA) provides stackable
certificates in Automotive Entry Level Technician, Early
Childhood Education Foundations, Legal Careers and Allied
Health (EMT, Medical Office Administration, and Sterile
Processing).

Article by Jeremy Evangelista. Photo by Monique Hernandez

Article by Alina Varona. Photo by Jeremy Evangelista.

11th Domestic Warehousing & Logistics
Academy Cohort Graduates

Wellness Day Hosted by the Women’s
Mentoring Academy!

Skyline College’s and
Goodwill Industries’
collaborative offering
BUS 269: Domestic
Warehousing
and Logistics
congratulated its 11th
completing cohort on
December 4, 2015.
Lead faculty member,
Alpha Lewis was
joined by Goodwill Industries’ Director of Warehousing, Dominic
Moreno, Director of Workforce, Megan Kenny, Chief Financial
Operating Officer, William Rogers, and CAA program staff Jeremy
Evangelista, Interim Program Services Coordinator and Monique
Hernandez, Office Assistant II, Center for Workforce Development to
congratulate the students on their final presentations and successful
completion of the program. William Rogers (CFOO) and Alina
Varona, CAA Faculty Coordinator, presented students with their
certificates at Goodwill Industries’ San Francisco headquarters.
Students who enroll in this ten-week collaborative offering receive
four units of college credit, attend an all-day orientation at Skyline
College, receive an OSHA 10 and Forklifting Certification, participate
in skill building workshops, and get hands-on, work-based learning
experiences at Goodwill Industries warehousing facilities in San
Francisco and Burlingame. This program receives generous support
from The Bay Area Workforce Funding Collaborative, an initiative
of The San Francisco Foundation and nationally recognized
collaborative which seeks to enhance economic competitiveness
and reduce poverty by strengthening the ability of the workforce
development system to meet the needs of employers and provide job
skills to adults.

On Saturday, December 5, 2015 the African Diaspora Program,
which is part of the Global Learning Programs and Services
Division, hosted a Wellness Day event for students enrolled
in the Women’s Mentoring Academy at Skyline College. The
theme for the fall 2015 Mentoring Academy focused on personal
development, with a specific emphasis on cultural and personal
identity development. The fall cohort was led by Professor
Danielle Powell, a faculty member in the Communication
Studies Department. The students enrolled in her COMM 150:
Intercultural Communication course participated in the event.
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Wellness Day was designed to provide the mentees with a
holistic look at the effects of varying wellness topics on success.
Throughout the day, students received information on a series of
topics ranging from financial, mental and emotional wellness to
tips on dressing for success in professional settings. The students
heard presentations from Skyline College staff and faculty such
as Soledad McCarthy, Pcyeta Stroud, and Dr. Ronda Wimmer.
They also learned about the College Savers program from
community partner, Mayra Cerda of the Opportunity Fund, and
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listened to an inspirational presentation via Skype by Bobbie Kelsey,
Head Coach for the University of Wisconsin’s Women’s Basketball
program and former player and assistant coach for the Stanford
Women’s basketball program. Finally, the women in the mentoring
academy were treated to facials and massages courtesy of the
Skyline College Esthetics & Massage Therapy Programs!

across all sectors and in all communities. What It’s Worth highlights
innovative approaches already happening in communities across
the country, such as the growing use of children’s savings accounts,
financial coaching programs aimed at low income workers and
students, and creative workplace strategies that help employees
improve their financial health.

The Women’s Mentoring Academy was founded through the
African Diaspora Program, under the umbrella of the Global
Learning Programs and Services Division. The mission of the
Women’s Mentoring Academy is to empower and transform
the lives of the women in the program so that they may achieve
personal and professional growth.

Article from Press Release by CFED.

Upcoming Events
Modernizing Genetics in the
Classroom Educator Workshop
Saturday, January 30, 2016
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Building 7, Room 7106

Article by Danielle Powell and Pcyeta Stroud. Photo by Roger
Marcelo and Danielle Powell.

✳

Dr. Stanback Stroud Authors Section on
Education of the Newly Released Book What
Its’ Worth: Strengthening the Financial
Future of Families

Brothers and Sisters Conference
Monday, February 22, 2016
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Building 6

✳

What It’s Worth: Strengthening the
Financial Future of Families, Communities
and the Nation describes why every
household’s financial health matters for the
U.S. economy to thrive and how a broad
range of sectors—and especially those who
work outside traditional financial capacity
building—play a critical role in removing
barriers to financial well-being. It includes
examples of innovations and policy changes
across a range of sectors, including education, housing, and health
that can help more families be financially secure. The book is
collection of 40 essays by the nation’s leading experts on the various
sectors. It is available at www.strongfinancialfuture.org. The book
released by Corporation of Enterprise Development (CFED) in
Washington, D.C. in partnership with the San Francisco Federal
Reserve was funded by the Citi Foundation.

Nerium International Meet up
Thursday, February 25, 2016
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
BAEC – 458 San Bruno Ave E, San Bruno, CA 94066

✳
Rock the School Bells
Saturday, March 5, 2016
TBD
Building 6

✳
Expanding Your Horizons in Math
and Science Conference
Saturday, March 12, 2016
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Building 3, Gymnasium

Financial well-being effects and is affected by every aspect of
a person’s life—what schools they attend, where they live and
work, and how healthy they are. According to the book’s authors,
opportunities for achieving financial health need to be integrated

✳
President’s Breakfast
Thursday, March 17, 2016
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
South San Francisco Conference Center
255 S Airport Blvd, South San Francisco, CA 94080
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