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Skyline College Celebrates Veterans

From Tuesday, November 10 to Thursday November 12, 
the entire Skyline College campus community participated 
in events in appreciation of our veterans. The Veterans 
Resource Center hosted a speaker on Tuesday. Byron 
Suarez spoke about his transition from the military to 
higher education and his career as an Attorney. Those who 
attended found his story very positive and motivating.

The Skyline College Veterans Club, in partnership with the 
Associated Students of Skyline College and the Veterans 
Resource Center, hosted a Veterans Day Ceremony on 
Wednesday in the Quad, and an Open House at the 
Veterans Resource Center. The event began with a warm 
welcome message from President Regina Stanback Stroud. 
Professor Timothy Dupre, along with many Skyline College 
student veterans, shared their stories. It was a very special 
day for the campus community to come together and honor 
veterans for their sacrifices and service.

Thursday offered another opportunity to show support 
for veterans with another event at the Veterans Resource 
Center. The San Francisco VA Medical Center, San Mateo 
County Veterans Service Office and Peninsula Vet Center 
had representatives available to answer questions and allow 
all veterans and dependents easy access to the resources they 
provide.

Article by Gina Ciardella. Photo by Keisha Ford.

Educator Preparation Institute Opens 

On Tuesday, November 17, the Early Childhood 
Education/Education (ECE/EDU) Program, hosted the 
Grand Opening of the Educator Preparation Institute 
(EPIcenter). The EPIcenter, along with the Child 
Development Laboratory Center, is designed to create a 
teacher preparation culture at Skyline College by providing 
aspiring educators in ECE, Elementary Education, and 
Special Education a place to collaborate, study, check 
out resources, and meet with faculty. The EPIcenter also 
provides computers and a printer for ECE/EDU students 
to use for their classes.

Funded by the President’s Innovation Fund, Heising 
Simon’s Fellowship, and a generous donation by a former 
Skyline College ECE/EDU student, the EPIcenter was 
able to purchase materials and equipment, hire student 
assistants, and plans to offer tutoring and instructional 
support for target courses.

The event was well attended by Skyline College ECE/
EDU students, faculty and staff, District Board Members 
Karen Schwarz, Thomas Mohr, and newly elected Maurice 
Goodman, Skyline College administrators VPI Sarah 
Perkins, and Dean Aaron McVean.

Article by Kristina Brower and Sarita Santos. Photo by 
Keisha Ford.
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Skyline College Counselor and Articulation Officer 
Jacqueline Escobar was able to announce the program 
approval to Ray Hernandez, Dean of the Science, Math, and 
Technology (SMT) Division. They are proud to announce 
that the following certificates and degree in the MEDA 
Program have been approved by the State Chancellor’s office 
for Skyline College:
• Administrative Medical Assisting, A.S. Degree
• Administrative Medical Assisting, Certificate of 

Achievement
• Medical Coding, Certificate of Achievement
• Medical Editing, Certificate of Achievement
• Medical Insurance Billing, Certificate of Achievement
• Medical Office Receptionist, Certificate of Achievement

Article by Bernadette Newland and Alana Utsumi. 

ACBSP Western Region Conference  
Co-Hosted by Business Program

Skyline College 
Business 
Program and 
Notre Dame de 
Namur co-hosted 
the annual  
Association 
Council for 
Business Schools 
and Programs  
(ACBSP) 

Western Region Annual Conference on October 21-23, 2015 
at the Sobrato Center in Redwood City. Presentations were 
made by faculty on the conference theme “Creating New 
Knowledge in the Classroom”.

Skyline College President, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 
welcomed the attendees to the conference and talked about 
the value of business accreditation to Skyline College.

The Keynote speaker was Rhonda Abrams, CEO of The 
Planning Shop. Rhonda is a member of the Business 
Program Advisory Board at Skyline College. Dean Christine 
Roumbanis, Professor Linda Whitten, and former Dean Don 
Carlson made a presentation on the value of accreditation 
and honor societies.

Article and photo by Linda Whitten. 

Phi Theta Kappa Inducts Students

With friends and family in attendance, 93 students from 
Skyline College, 30 from College of San Mateo, and 38 from 
Cañada College were inducted into the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society for the fall 2015 semester. On November 13, 
Beta Xi Eta, the College of San Mateo chapter, hosted the 
induction ceremony for new members of Phi Theta Kappa 
from the three colleges. It is a tradition to alternate the 
induction ceremonies between the three chapters. College 
of San Mateo President Mike Claire welcomed attendees 
and Joan Fisher, M.D., Ph.D., gave the keynote address and 
commended the members on their academic achievement. 
Some of the new Skyline College Phi Theta Kappa members 
are shown in the photo. 

Article and photo by Dr. Christine Case. 

Medical Assisting Certificates and Degree 
Approved by State

The Skyline College 
Administrative Medical 
Assisting (MEDA) Program 
began in fall 2015 and offers 
five certificates and an A.S. 
Degree, which are designed 
to meet cutting edge needs 

in the various areas of administrative medical assisting.  The 
courses are available for registration and require no special 
application, offering a direct route for students who are 
interested in working within a medical environment. While 
students have been able to take part in the MEDA program 
and work towards their certificate or degree goal, the 
college has been waiting on the final approval from the State 
Chancellor’s office.



S K Y L I N E  C O L L E G E  B O A R D  R E P O R T
December 9, 2015

4

Health Center Hosts Fall Health Fair

On Wednesday, November 4, 2015 the Health Center Staff 
hosted the Fall Heath Fair. The event was a great success, 
with over 350 attendees. The goal of the event was to 
educate community members on health related topics such 
as diet, exercise, health maintenance, health insurance, 
preventative medicine, smoking cessation and other health 
related topics. There were over 30 representatives from 
various health related fields sharing their insight on how to 
maintain and improve one’s overall health.

Other instructional programs and departments at Skyline 
College provided services at the health fair. Cosmetology 
students provided hand massages, express manicures 
and facial mapping. Students and faculty from the 
Wellness Department gave chair and table massages. The 
Respiratory Care students performed lung assessments 
and took vital signs. Representatives from the Psychology 
program presented information of Seasonal Affective 
Disorder. Faculty from Kinesiology provided valuable 
information on body fat percentage and fat distribution in 
the body as well as information about fitness and health. 
SparkPoint staff members shared information about their 
programs and other community resources including Medi-
Cal and CalFresh. We were also joined by nursing students 
and faculty from San Francisco State University and the 
College of San Mateo.

The fair gave these students a great opportunity to practice 
their craft and educate the community.

Article and photo by Emily Risk.

Vocal Jazz Ensemble performs at the Cuesta 
College Jazz Festival

On November 7, 2015, the Skyline College Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble, under the direction of Michelle Hawkins, 
travelled to San Luis Obispo to perform at the 17th Annual 
Vocal Jazz Festival held at Cuesta College.  They performed 
an exciting and eclectic set of songs featuring the world 
premiere of “Wake Me Up” by Avicii.  This arrangement 
was commissioned specifically for the Skyline College Vocal 
Jazz Ensemble and was written by Matt Falker of Mira Costa 
College.

The Vocal Jazz Ensemble received rave reviews from the 
clinicians and audience alike.  They had a private workshop 
with Matt Falker and received constructive feedback on 
their performance.  They also heard several ensembles from 
various colleges across California including CSU Long 
Beach, College of the Canyons and Contra Costa College.

You can hear the Skyline College Vocal Jazz Ensemble at 
their upcoming concert on Wednesday, December 9, 2015 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Theater.

Article by Michelle Hawkins. Photo by Scott Case. 
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Students Shine at National Science Meeting

At the Society for the Advancement of Native Americans 
and Chicanos in Science (SACNAS) Conference on October 
29-31, five Skyline College students presented their original 
scientific research alongside students from University of 
Texas, Princeton University, Yale University, University 
of California, University of Vermont, Stanford University, 
and many other universities. The conference theme was 
Interdisciplinary Collaboration: The Role of Diversity in 
STEM Innovation. The conference was held in Washington, 
D.C. and sponsored by the CIA, the National Geospatial 
Intelligence Agency, and the USDA.

Papers were selected for the conference in a competitive 
judging process from abstracts submitted in June. About 
half of the submitted abstracts are accepted for the 
conference.

Skyline College’s students worked with their mentor, 
Christine Case. They began their research last spring in 
BIOL 230 and continued through the summer in BIOL 695. 
Stephen Fredricks worked with the students to register and 
prepare them for presenting at a national conference. Chris 
and Stephen reported that the students were knowledgeable 
and professional, and represented Skyline College well.

You can see the students and their posters at http://
accounts.smccd.edu/case/biol690/students15.html. All of 
these students now have their first publication:

• “Impacts of Invasive Plants on Microbial 
Metabolism in Coastal Sand Dunes,” Ai Tran

• “Performance Comparisons of Co-Occurring 
Native Baccharis and Invasive Delairea,” Sam 
Reveles

• “Indoor Microbial Air Quality of a 42-Year-Old 
Elementary School,” Lillian Sturmer and Nichole 
Palmer

• “Evaluating Rhodiola rosea for Controlling Food 
Spoilage and Foodborne Illness,” Wafa Zeidan

Article and photo by Dr. Christine Case. 

Guardian Scholars Students Host 
Escalation Workshop

On Wednesday, November 4, 2015, the Guardian 
Scholars Program hosted an Escalation workshop for 
Professor Tim Dupre’s class. The workshop consisted 
of a 40 minute video provided by the One Love 
Foundation depicting domestic violence followed by a 
deep discussion pertaining to the signs of relationship 
violence.

The Guardian Scholars Program provides resources and 
support for current and former foster youth at Skyline 
College. Resources include book vouchers, school 
supplies, a dedicated counselor, a dedicated financial 
coach and a space to study and/or lounge.

Article and photo by Soledad McCarthy.  

http://accounts.smccd.edu/case/biol690/students15.html
http://accounts.smccd.edu/case/biol690/students15.html
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Short Film “Facing Fear” Screened at All 
Three District Colleges

As a result of the District-sponsored professional development 
trip to the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles, the three 
sister colleges and the District were inspired to host a 
screening of the short film, “Facing Fear” at all three campuses, 
beginning at Skyline College on October 14.

In the film, “worlds collide when a former neo-Nazi skinhead 
and the gay victim of his hate crime attack meet by chance 
25 years after the incident that dramatically shaped both of 
their lives. Together, they embark on a journey of forgiveness 
that challenges both to grapple with their beliefs and fears, 
eventually leading to an improbable collaboration…and 
friendship.”

Each of the colleges were honored to host Mr. Jason Cohen, 
Director and Producer, Mr. Matthew Boger and Mr. Timothy 
Zaal, both subjects of the film, who sparked some truly 
insightful discussions.

After each documentary screening, the audience was invited 
to participate in an interactive discussion.  The audience was 
particularly interested with Boger’s forgiveness and how 
he moved on with his life, thus many questions gravitated 
toward whether Zaal’s actions were due to his own past violent 
encounters and whether Boger truly forgave him. Both Boger’s 
and Zaal’s heartfelt answers inspired and moved the audience. 
Repeatedly, the audience was prompted to adopt an attitude of 
courage: courage to learn and understand differences, courage 
to forgive those who mistreat you, courage to be forgiven, and 
courage to redeem yourself.

Cohen’s phenomenal film, “Facing Fear,” along with 
Cohen’s, Boger’s, and Zaal’s presence for the live 
interactive discussion tied closely with Skyline College’s 
reputation in promoting equality and social justice. This 
event provided the audience an opportunity to explore 
the roots of hatred and the power to effect change 
within oneself that unconsciously lead to significant 
transformations on personal and social levels.

Article by Belinda Chan. Photo by Claudia Paz. 

Partnership with Base 11 Seeks to Create 
New Opportunities for STEM Students

Right now, there are clear opportunities for employment 
in the field of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math, 
commonly referred to as STEM, but not enough students 
are studying these crucial subjects. Skyline College, along 
with community colleges across the nation, face the unique 
challenge of building awareness of these opportunities 
within our student body, and to give students the tools and 
skills they need to pursue them, succeed in STEM, and help 
to close the skills gap between education and employment.

That’s why the College is proud to announce a new 
partnership with Base 11, a workforce development 
and entrepreneurial innovation company focused on 
creating the next generation of leaders in STEM.  Base 11 
specifically partners with community colleges to provide 
under-resourced students with hands on training in STEM 
entrepreneurialism and exclusive access to competitive 
internships.
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Beginning next semester, Base 11 and Skyline College will be 
working together to create a new innovation center, called a 
Fabrication Lab, in Building 8. This Fab Lab will be a dedicated 
space providing STEM students with a foundation in what it 
takes to create a start-up venture using their STEM ideas and 
innovation.  Students will be provided with the instruction and 
tools to take their ideas and develop them into a STEM related 
business enterprise.

Through this partnership, Skyline College students will also gain 
access to incredible paid internship opportunities at institutions 
like USC, The Smithsonian, UC Irvine, and CalTech.

At its root, Base 11 is striving to help create a sustainable middle 
class in America, and the organization recognizes that education 
and entrepreneurship in the STEM field is one of the most 
viable ways to help do just that. As a measure of their success, 
they have established the Base 11 Victory Circle with the goal 
of empowering 11,000 high potential, low-resource students by 
2020.

The Base 11 Victory Circle 
is made up of students who 
have achieved admission to a 
four-year university to pursue 
a STEM-related major, have 
secured employment in a 
STEM-related job, or have 
developed a STEM-related 
business enterprise. Skyline 
College is proud to have 
representation in this group.

On Monday, November 16, during the Science in Action lecture 
series, Skyline College student and Victory Circle member 
Nicholas Mejia presented on his recent Base 11 internship at 
CalTech. 

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick. Photo by Keisha Ford.

Improving Institutional Effectiveness at 
Skyline College

On Monday, November 30th, Skyline College hosted a 
Partnership Resource Team (PRT) made up of community 
college professionals from around the state as part of the 
Institutional Effectiveness Partnership Initiative (IEPI) 
administered by the State Chancellor’s Office Institutional 
Effectiveness Division. College representatives joined the PRT 
to discuss specific areas of interest identified for technical 
assistance, including integrated planning and resource 
allocation, enrollment management, and distance education. 
Members of the PRT were specifically chosen based on their 
experience and knowledge in one or more of these specific 
areas. 

The PRT, which was chaired by Dr. Jannett Jackson, Chancellor 
of the Chabot-Las Positas District, recognized that Skyline 
College is a high functioning institution and approached their 
work with that as a starting point, looking for ways that the 
College could improve and build upon its solid foundation 
of innovation and success. Throughout the course of the 
day, different individuals were invited to provide insights to 
the PRT based on their area of responsibility in the College. 
Academic Senate President Kate Browne, Classified Senate Vice 
President Alana Utsumi, and Associated Student President 
Dennis Zheng joined for discussions about integrated planning 
and budget and the role of College governance. Experts from 
Skyline College’s Distance Education program and CTTL also 
joined for discussion about quality online instruction.

The PRT will make two additional visits to Skyline College 
in the Spring semester to provide observations and feedback. 
Their involvement with the College will make available 
up to $150,000 in state grant funds to support improving 
institutional effectiveness.  

Article by Aaron McVean. Photo by William Nacouzi.
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Upcoming Events

Bach to the Future! - Concert Band and  
Orchestra Performance

Friday, December 11, 2015 
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Theater

✳

Kappa Betta Delta Food Drive
Second Harvest Food Bank

Now- December 11, 2015
Barrels for food collection are around campus and 

monetary donations can be made online at:

https://www.shfb.org/page.
aspx?pid=993&FFDDrive=15%20FD%20

Holiday&FFDOrg=475139  

Science in Action Lecture Series
Monday, December 14, 2015

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Building 7, Room 7-106

✳

Women’s Mentoring Academy Celebration
Tuesday,  December 15, 2015

2:00pm - 4:30pm
BAEC - 458 San Mateo Avenue

Achieve

http://www.shfb.org/page.aspx?pid=993&FFDDrive=15%20FD%20Holiday&FFDOrg=475139  
http://www.shfb.org/page.aspx?pid=993&FFDDrive=15%20FD%20Holiday&FFDOrg=475139  
http://www.shfb.org/page.aspx?pid=993&FFDDrive=15%20FD%20Holiday&FFDOrg=475139  

