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Nicole R. Harris 2015 Pister Scholarship
Recipient

Nicole afforded herself a multitude of opportunities because of
her commitment to her education, her involvement in ASSC, and
the supportive atmosphere at Skyline College. She has lobbied
in Washington D.C., spoken on the steps of the State Capital
in Sacramento, and been named Treasurer for the California
Community Colleges Black Caucus.
Today, majoring in community studies at UCSC, Nicole’s goal is
to become a communications teacher and motivational speaker,
spreading her message of self-love and self-confidence to the
world around her.
Article by Connor Fitzpatrick. Photo by Maryam Hadi.

Teaching Through Hip Hop
Nicole Harris’ educational path hasn’t been a straight line. It’s one
that’s developed in step with the ups and downs of her life. But she
used every challenge along the way to make her stronger, and she’s
consistently working to share her message of self-empowerment
with those around her.
This year, in addition to graduating from Skyline College with
a degree in communication studies, Nicole is also the recipient
of the prestigious $20,000 Pister Scholarship awarded to just 13
community college students nationwide who wish to transfer to
UC Santa Cruz, show exceptional achievement despite adverse
socioeconomic status, and have demonstrated a commitment to
assisting and improving the lives of others.

For many students, there is a perceived disconnect between what
they’re passionate about and what they’re studying in school.
Education can seem unapproachable simply by virtue of the fact
that it doesn’t speak to their interests or experiences.

Diagnosed as legally blind in 2012, Nicole decided to return
to school because she was determined to ensure her own selfsufficiency.

But when you blend topics that are truly relevant to students with
the courses they need to graduate and achieve their educational
goals, then you’ll find students are more motivated to succeed
and are increasingly passionate about their work. That’s what the
Center for Innovative Practices through Hip Hop Education and
Research, known as CIPHER, is banking on with its students.

For Nicole, the answer lay in education. So Nicole enrolled at
Skyline College where she felt connected to its mission of equality
and social justice. As soon as Nicole set foot on campus, she was
enthralled by the energy and enthusiasm of the faculty, students
and staff and she knew she wanted to get involved.

The Skyline College organization, launched with the support of
the President’s Innovation Fund, is a hip hop and social justice
community that seeks to foster leadership development and
creativity both in and out of the classroom. CIPHER strives to
reach youth through the hip hop culture, tying their education
with topics that are relevant and interesting to their generation.
Recently, Skyline College’s CIPHER program was mentioned in

Nicole took advantage of the services of the Disability Resource
Center and quickly became immersed in campus life. She joined
the Black Student Union, volunteered frequently, and was soon
encouraged by former Associated Students of Skyline College
(ASSC) President, Jose Luis Sanchez, to get trained as a meeting
facilitator, and later to consider running for ASSC president
herself. She ran, and won.
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Math Jam Prepares Students for Success

The Praxis Blog where blogger Justine Ouano touted the program’s
connection to students alongside a program at Harvard University:
Many can look to the examples of Harvard University,
which houses the nation’s first Hiphop Archive and Research
Institute, and the Nasir Jones Hiphop Fellowship, as well
as in community colleges such as Skyline College’s Center
for Innovative Practices through Hip-Hop Education and
Research (CIPHER) in the Bay Area. Here are two extremely
different institutions, yet similar in their understanding
of the way in which hip-hop resonates in people’s every
day lives and therefore can and should be used as a tool to
facilitate the learning process.

The Skyline College Math Jam is a free, two week program that
takes place twice each academic year preceding the fall and spring
semesters. From a modest start of 10 students in winter 2014, the
program has grown to serve 60 students in the recently completed
program this June. Math Jam helps students prepare for an
upcoming math course, prepare for the math placement test, or
prepare to retake the placement test in order to begin at a level they
feel is more aligned with their skills.

Utilizing hip hop pedagogies as the educational framework,
CIPHER aims to promote best practices, collaboration and
research to enhance educational access and opportunities, in turn,
supporting Skyline College’s vision of empowering a global and
diverse community of learners. CIPHER offers educational and
professional development opportunities for students, faculty, staff
and administrators, most notably through their annual Rock the
School Bells (RTSB) conference.

Math Jam is a great example of collaboration; David Hasson
provides math faculty leadership for the program, while The
Learning Center and TRiO Instructional Aides Hong Guo and
Miranda Wang provide essential support by leading activities and
workshops. Learning Center graduate and peer tutors provide
additional support, and the program is a great way for them to
develop their skill sets. The program has been expanded from
one week to two, and utilizes the entirety of The Learning Center,
including the classroom, computer labs and the Math tutoring lab.

Rock the School Bells is a one-day conference aimed to empower
and educate youth and students about the importance of higher
education and career exploration through a culture that resonates
with them. More than 2,000 youth and students from middle
schools and high schools all over the bay area have attended the
RTSB conference since its inception in 2007. It has served as an
effective bridge to Skyline College as students embark on their
educational journey through CIPHER.

Future plans call for expanding the number of students who
participate, and this may require additional locations to
accommodate more students. Math Instructor David Hasson sees
the immediate goal as maintaining steady enrollment in each
intersession preceding the fall and spring semesters as the capacity
is built to expand the program. A related initiative that will
compliment Math Jam currently in the developmental stage is
Word Bridge; this program will be similar in design to Math Jam,
but focused on preparing incoming students for success in Skyline
College English courses.

Once enrolled at Skyline College, students can join the CIPHER
Hip Hop Learning Community, launched in fall 2014, that allows
students to take a prescribed set of courses in English, history,
business, and college success. The curriculum was designed using
hip hop to connect students to the material in the classroom but
also engage them as active participants toward social change in
their communities. Twenty-seven students joined the first cohort
and upon completion of the first year, success rates were 81% with
an 85% retention rate.

Article by David Reed. Photo by Gino De Grandis.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick. Photo by Maryam Hadi.
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Center for Transformative Teaching and
Learning (CTTL) Continues to Inspire and
Develop Employees

The keynote presentation will be held from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
in the Skyline College Fireside Dining Room, Building 6. Members
of the Board and all district faculty and staff are invited to attend.
The day will also include several afternoon workshops for Skyline
College faculty and staff interested in new ideas for getting the
semester off to a strong start.

With its mission of being the
foremost provider of educational
and instructional resources for
faculty, staff, and administrators
at Skyline College, the Center
for Transformative Teaching
& Learning (the CTTL, also
known as the Center) continues
to support the Skyline College
vision of “inspiring a global and
diverse community of learners to achieve intellectual, cultural,
social, economic, and personal fulfillment.” This vision, no doubt,
extends to Skyline College employees and is evident in the robust
range of ongoing professional development activities the CTTL has
designed for Skyline College employees.

Article by Nina Floro and Jonathan Paver.

Jump Start Class of 2015

In May 2015, the CTTL/Professional Development, offered its
200th workshop since the CTTL’s creation just a little over 2 years
ago! Additionally, for the first time in Skyline College’s history,
over 30 professional development workshops, ranging in topics
from best practices in distance education to student services
and community building, were offered to employees during the
summer session months.

Jump Start is a six-week summer program designed to help high
school students with college potential to upgrade their skills in
English, math, critical thinking, and college success skills. The
program is held during the Summer Session, beginning June and
ending July. This year all 29 students who started successfully
completed the program!

The CTTL is also excited to announce that on August 12, as
a prelude to the CTTL’s full line-up of Fall 2015 professional
development activities and workshops, Skyline College will hold
its first-ever pre-Flex Day professional development event. The day
will begin with a keynote presentation from a nationally recognized
leader in higher education and champion for educational
opportunity and innovation, Dr. Mark David Milliron.

There are four goals for the program: build foundational skills
to enable students to succeed in college level courses; provide
students with instruction that engages a variety of learning
styles and is presented in a non-intimidating manner; provide
students with opportunities to explore college and future careers
in a realistic and optimistic context; and create a supportive
environment that highlights student success and motivates
students to meet challenges.

Dr. Milliron is Chief Learning Officer and Co-Founder of the
student success and analytics innovator Civitas Learning. In
previous roles, Mark has served as the founding chancellor of
WGU Texas; the Deputy Director for Postsecondary Improvement
with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Endowed Fellow and
Director of the National Institute of Staff and Organizational
Development in the College of Education at The University of
Texas at Austin; Vice President for Education and Medical Practice
with SAS; and President and CEO of the League for Innovation in
the Community College.

There are no direct costs to participants of the Jump Start
Program, but students must be California residents and be
enrolled at a North County high school as a junior or senior.
Students are supplied with the academic materials they need
to complete each course. They are also provided lunch and a
SamTrans bus pass for the duration of the program.
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The end of the six week program culminates with a ceremony
of completion, much like a mini graduation. Students, family,
and guests participate in a ceremony where the success and
achievements of each student are celebrated.

Germany, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Morocco, Myanmar,
Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Tunisia, and Vietnam.
The International Students Program (ISP) Manager Wissem
Bennani and Program Services Coordinator Chikako Walker
hosted the orientation with the assistance of seven student
leaders. The day began with introductions from SMCCCD
Vice Chancellor Eugene Whitlock and International Education
Director, Diane Arguijo who welcomed the students on behalf
of the district. Interim Dean of Global Learning Programs
and Services, Dr. Tammy Robinson welcomed the students to
campus. During the orientation, students had an opportunity
to get to know each other through icebreaker activities
and meals. The students were presented with immigration
information and study abroad opportunities. They attended
the counseling orientation and a resource fair during lunch
and participated in a tour of the campus.

Article by William Minnich. Photo by Claudia Paz.

Skyline College Annual Report

The student leaders who are current ISP members took a
leadership role in the activities, sharing their own personal
experiences hoping to aid new students in their transition to
Skyline College. Representatives from Counseling and the
Assessment Center were present as well, taking the extra time
and care to ensure these new students experience a smooth
transition into their academic career at Skyline College by
helping them navigate placement tests and class registration.

Skyline College will debut its fourth Annual Report on Opening
Day. The annual report summarizes the college’s accomplishments
and notable events that were held during the year. It features
new academic programs, progress made on college priorities,
employee highlights, and communicates the richly diverse
cultural environment that is so unique at Skyline College. Further,
the annual report documents the college’s fiscal health and
accountability for the community’s support. We hope you enjoy
this encapsulated version of the 2014-2015 academic year.

Article by Brittney Sneed. Photo by Claudia Paz.

Success Summit at Skyline College –
Friday, September 25, 2015
The Success
Summit is a
half-day forum
designed to bring
together business
and civic leaders
from all sectors to
discuss innovative
strategies for
solving tough
issues that affect
San Mateo County businesses and residents. In dynamic
breakout sessions, participants will meet face-to-face with key
decision makers within the county, including elected officials,
business and industry leaders, employers and educators and
gain insight on how they can effectively work to shape the
future of their community and their business.

Article by Cherie Colin. Cover design by Keisha Ford.

International Student Orientation
On August 4,
Skyline College
welcomed 60
new international
students for the
fall 2015 semester
for the first day
of their threeday International
Student orientation.
The students are
from over 30
countries, including Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Curaçao,
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Breakout sessions will offer knowledge on topics of importance
to the region through an overview of current trends and activities
presented by a panel of experts, a moderated question and answer
session, and the opportunity for attendees to add their voice to
the conversation contributing their perspectives, sharing solutions
and providing their choices for shaping forward movement and
successful outcomes.
The Success Summit is presented by the President’s Council of
Skyline College and sponsored by Skyline College, PG&E, First
National Bank, San Mateo Credit Union and the San Mateo County/
Silicon Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau. The conference
will be held in the Student and Community Center, Building 6, 2nd
Floor on the Skyline College campus on Friday, September 25, 2015
from 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. The registration fee is $75 and includes
breakfast and materials.
Visit the Success Summit website at
www.skylinesuccesssummit.com to register today.

Upcoming Events
The Next Generation of Learning with
Dr. Mark Milliron
Wednesday, August 12, 2015
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Fireside Dining Room, Building 6
Opening Day Celebration
Friday, August 14, 2015
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Theater
San Mateo County Community Colleges
Foundation 5th Annual Golf Tournament
Monday, August 24, 2015
8:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Stanford University Golf Course
Junipero Serra Boulevard, Stanford, CA 94305
Skyline College Dance Festival
Saturday, September 19, 2015
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
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