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KinderCaminata Welcomes Kindergartners to
Skyline College

Skyline College Leadership Team Adopts
Standards of Excellence

On Wednesday, April 29, Skyline College welcomed 200
Kindergartners and 100 parents as the institution held its second
KinderCaminata event. This event, in collaboration with the South
San Francisco Unified School District, provided activities for students
throughout the morning. Students from Skyline Elementary and Buri
Buri Elementary schools were greeted by Skyline College staff, faculty
and students as they drove onto campus. Interim TRiO Director
Nate Nevado introduced Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, President of
Skyline College and she welcomed the students to the campus with an
inspirational welcoming speech.
Students, dressed in Skyline College “Kinder” shirts carrying
backpacks filled with coloring books and pencils then participated
in a host of activities at different locations throughout campus.
Many thanks to Skyline College Public Safety, the Skyline College
Automotive Program, Allied Health, Cosmetology and Early
Childhood Education programs for their fun-filled activities and
exercises for the students. The event concluded with lunch and
students left on buses to return their respective schools.

The Skyline College Leadership team, consisting of classified
supervisors, certificated supervisors and administrators,
completed a two day retreat in April at Cañada Vista. The group
set out to consider perspectives on great leadership and define
our own standards of excellence. After “confronting the brutal
facts” by receiving a status report on where Skyline College is on
student success, the group considered important indicators to
be considered in order to support students in getting in, getting
through, and getting out of Skyline College. The Leadership Team
considered the many initiatives and mapped out how they are
connected to support a common vision. After determining an
overarching common vision, the Leadership Team defined the
standards of excellence, goals for the leadership team and results
we will see if we meet the goals.
The work, available online, was informed by a variety of factors
including information from employee satisfaction surveys,
leadership literature including “Good to Great for the Social
Sector,” general feedback received in leadership evaluations,
information received at all college forums, and feedback received
in the course of the college governance processes.

This successful event was coordinated by Florentino Ubungen,
Outreach Coordinator and Adriana Armas, Staff Assistant,
Enrollment Services. In addition, over 60 Skyline College staff,
faculty and students volunteered their time and created a wonderful
experience for the students, teachers and families. A special thanks
to Joe Morello, Dean of Kinesiology, Athletics and Dance for the use
of the gymnasium and facilities for preparing the buildings for our
visitors.

The College has been asked to review it and provide any feedback
they think would enhance our success. We are committed to
standards of Leadership Excellence to support Skyline College
in being the number one college in the state for student success,
the employer of choice, the most innovative college, a central
community resource and a place where the equity gap is
eliminated – in other words, a Great College.

This event would not have been possible without the support of the
President’s Innovation Fund at Skyline College.
Article by Florentino Ubungen. Photo by Maryam Hadi.
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COMMON VISION: The Convergence of Institutional Success and
Student Success.

Leading with integrity requires open and honest communication
in an environment of transparency. Professionalism should be
demonstrated in all efforts and interactions. Excellence is achieved
in an environment that allows for risk, innovation, and creativity
where what is seeded is given time to flourish, to promote a culture
of continuous improvement. We expect excellence, from ourselves
and from each other, and it is our responsibility to instill a sense of
optimism even in the face of challenges.

Goals
• Skyline College will be the number one community college
in the state where students who have been historically
underrepresented in higher education have access to the
high quality programs that will allow them to achieve their
goals.
• Skyline College will be the employer of choice for faculty,
staff and administration, attracting the most dedicated and
talented minds.
• Eliminate equity gaps in student success by promoting a
comprehensive understanding of systemic issues that impact
student success and a commitment to addressing those
issues.
• Skyline College will be regarded as the most innovative
college in the district, region, state and nation.
• Skyline College will be the central community resource and
heart of the community for arts, athletics, speakers, and
other events.

Effectiveness

As a result of our commitment to these goals:

Effective leadership requires confronting the brutal facts, challenging
assumptions, and using data to help guide us in our actions and
decisions. Engaging in constructive dialogue and debate to challenge
assumptions while assuming the best intentions of colleagues and
peers is essential. Ultimately, effectiveness relies on a willingness to
make difficult decisions in order to achieve results.

•

Skyline College students will successfully define and reach their goals
on-time.
FOUR STANDARDS OF LEADERSHIP
Lead with Integrity – Expect Excellence

Act as a Team of Learners and Teachers
Acting as a Team requires us to acknowledge and engage each other
in collaboration, to think independently while still acting with unity,
and to equally value each member of the team. As a Team, we must
also hold ourselves and each other accountable, and at the same time
empower and support each other to achieve excellence.
Deliberate Focus
A deliberate focus is needed in order to move the College forward.
Leaders must maintain a student centered focus, be disciplined
and engaged in all settings, and think and act with clearly defined
goals to achieve results. The leadership must continuously reinforce
the College’s commitment to social justice, equity and access. This
requires us to think and act with passion, purpose, and humility, to
be intentional and deliberate, and to know when to challenge the
status quo.
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•
•

Placement rates into transfer level coursework in Math and
English will increase by 50% for incoming students by the
beginning of 2017-18 using multiple measures assessment.
75% of Skyline College students will achieve on-time degree
and certificate completion, and/or transfer, according to
their educational goal by 2020-21.
Skyline College will be ranked among the Top Ten Great
Colleges to work for based on the Chronicle of Higher
Education.

Article by Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud.
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UC Transfer Admissions Numbers on the Rise

Skyline College Early Childhood Education
(ECE) Department Hosts Early Intervention
Conference

This year, Skyline College Transfer Students did very well in being
admitted to 2 of our very competitive local UC campuses!
Through our partnerships, we have received preliminary numbers of
admits for fall 2015 at UC Berkeley and UC Davis. At UC Davis, we
have an impressive 88 students admitted and 20 still on the waitlist.
Comparatively, 83 students were admitted last year. Over the past
year, our UC Davis Representative Mayra Escobar has tirelessly
dedicated her time to supporting Skyline College students transfer
to Davis. With her continued presence and the presence of the UC
Davis Transfer Opportunity Program, a program designed to support
first generation underrepresented students, we expect the numbers to
continue to grow and continue to be strong!
We also had a very impressive 33 students offered admissions at UC
Berkeley for Fall 2015 or Spring 2016! This is the highest number
of admitted students in recent years! The highest number was 30 in
2010! One of the biggest highlights is that 6 students were admitted
into the very prestigious HAAS School of Business. In Fall 2014,
only 91 transfer students were offered admissions to HAAS, with
1637 transfer students applying nation-wide. This is an extremely
impressive accomplishment of these 6 students- one for us to
celebrate!

On Saturday May 2, Skyline College’s Early Childhood Education
Department, held the 7th annual Early Intervention Conference.
This year’s theme was, “Music, Movement, and Young Children’s
Brain Development.” Conference Coordinator and Skyline
College faculty member Elaine Francisco brought together
national and local professionals for keynotes and workshops.
After opening remarks from Dean of Business Christine
Roumbanis, and ECE/EDU Coordinator Kate Williams Browne,
award winning children’s song writer Jim Gill was able to get the
crowd of over 280 early childhood professionals and students
up and moving. Dr. James Adams, Educational psychologist and
Skyline College faculty member ended the conference by sharing
his knowledge of the importance of play in the lives and cognitive
development of young children.
Workshops were presented by author/consultant Todd
Wanerman, parent and autism expert Joseph Coffin, certified
Baniel practitioner Kinga Czegeni, and adaptive yoga teacher and
Cabrillo College faculty member Sharon Took-Zozaya. Skyline
College Early Childhood graduates Caroline Aristekessian and
Zena Taresena shared their stories of continuing their education
and careers in Early Childhood Special Education.

Article by Suzanne Poma. Photo by Gino DeGrandis.

All conference attendees were given certificates for professional
growth. As they sang and danced their way off-campus, they
clearly gained practical skills to use in the important work they
do with young children of varying abilities.
Article and photo by Kristina Brower.
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Honors Transfer Program Update
On May 2, 2015 six Skyline College honors students presented at
the 8th annual community College Honors Research Symposium
at Stanford University. Skyline College is well represented with two
faculty members on the Conference Committee, Joyce Lee and John
Ulloa. The students attended the talks as well as had the opportunity
to have a tour of the Stanford campus. Faculty Luciana Castro and
Kathleen Feinblum acted as moderators for the sessions. Dean Donna
Bestock participated as a judge for the Heslet Award. Find more
pictures and a schedule for the Bay Honors Research Symposium on
Facebook.
Student Presentations:
•
•
•
•

Wafa Zeidan presented “Evaluation of the Antimicrobial Activity
of Rhodiola rosea”
Elizabeth Vo-Phami presented “Snails to the Rescue: How Land
Snail Eggs Could Help Stop Global Warming”
Marlon Gaytan Jr. Presented “Monsters Among Us: A literary
Analysis of a Grotesque Social Paradigm”
Justin Tom Presented “Street Art: The Last Frontier of
Individualism”
Honors Transfer Program
Counselor Joyce Lee
Receives “Honors Faculty of
the Year” Award
Our own Joyce Lee was
awarded the prestigious
Honors Faculty of the
Year Award by the Bay
Honors Consortium. The
BHC selected Joyce for her
outstanding dedication,
commitment, and service
to Honors students at
Skyline College and for
her consistently solid
contributions as a member
of the BHC were Joyce
serves as the organization’s
treasurer.

John Ulloa, Skyline HTP Coordinator along with his
counterparts, David Laderman from CSM and Jessica Kaven
from Cañada College will present at this year’s National
Collegiate Honors Council annual meeting in Chicago. Their
presentation is titled, “Reconciling Honors and Diversity at the
Community College.”
Article and photo by John Ulloa and Nick Kapp.

EXPERIENCE HOSPITALITY: CREATING
AWARENESS OF POST-SECONDARY CAREER
PATHWAYS IN HOSPITALITY
On May 4, 2015, the Bay
Region Retail, Hospitality
and Tourism (RHT) Initiative
housed at Skyline College
participated in Experience
Hospitality: Sacramento
2015, a California outreach
event for students studying
hospitality and culinary arts
in high school. Experience
Hospitality was held at the
Hyatt Regency Sacramento and
ended with a lunch reception at
the Wedgewood at the Sterling
Hotel. This event invited
approximately 200 Northern
California high school ProStart
students to a unique one-day experience in efforts to increase
their knowledge of educational pathways in college while
highlighting the diversity of careers in the hospitality industry.
In addition, students were provided with resources to continue
their hospitality and culinary education and careers beyond high
school. The event included an education fair that showcased
the community college system and the various California State
Universities (CSU) with programs in Hospitality Management.
CSUs present included CSU East Bay, San Jose State, Chico State,
and Sacramento State. Andrea Vizenor, Bay Region Deputy
Sector Navigator for RHT, was in attendance representing Skyline
College and California Community Colleges. The event also
featured a CSU Hospitality Management student panel, a behind
the scenes walking tour of various local hospitality venues in
Sacramento, a tourism presentation from Visit California and a
networking lunch. During the networking lunch, Vizenor gave
a presentation on newly developed Hospitality and Tourism

HTP Graduates 30 Students This Year!
We had a robust year of graduates this year, with many getting into
UC Berkeley and UCLA. Congratulations to all of our graduates!
HTP Implementing Plan for Increasing Program Diversity
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also awarded the departing Fulbright Foreign Language
Teaching Assistant for 2014-2015, Edward “Tim” Nubla, with
his own stole and program patch.

Management Program at Skyline College, the many degree
options in the California Community College system, and
the opportunity of Associate Transfer Degrees into CSU
institutions.

Ang Pag-uwi is the 10th Annual PCN and the first instructed
by Janice Sapigao, following Liza Erpelo’s nine years of teaching
the course. Grace Burns will begin teaching English 103/203:
Applied English Skills in Cultural Production in Fall 2015 as
well as English 104/204 in Spring 2015.

This event was hosted by the California Restaurant
Association Educational Foundation (CRAEF) and the
California State University’s Hospitality Management
Educational Initiative (CSU HMEI) with sponsorship from
The California Community Colleges and Visit California.
CRAEF and CSU HMEI hosts a Northern and Southern
California events in order to reach high school students
pursuing this educational pathway throughout the state of
California.

A limited number of the Ang Pag-uwi hooded sweatshirts
($30) are still available, and the DVDs of the Gala Night show
($15) will be on sale in a few weeks. Please contact Janice
Sapigao at sapigaoj@smccd.edu or x7161 if you are interested
in purchasing either of these items. All proceeds from the show
go toward future productions and activities for the Kababayan
Learning Community and its very active and dynamic studentinitiated and student-run programs: Filipino Student Union and
Kapatiran Mentorship Program.

Article and photo by Elizabeth Tablan.

The 10th Annual Pilipino Cultural Night
(PCN): Ang Pag-uwi

This show would not be possible without the help and support
of several important people: Kababayan Learning Community
advisors, Grace Burns, Liza Erpelo, Melanie Espinueva, Kent
Gomez and Nate Nevado. Many thanks to Theater Events
Manager Joshua Harris, Dance Professor Amber Steele for
teaching and providing a space for PCN students’ dance
rehearsals; Kevin Chak in the Bookstore; Amanda Bortoli and
the students in Graphic Arts/Production; Rob Williams for
your support during National Poetry Month events; Cherie
Colin in Marketing, Communications, and Public Relations; the
Associated Students of Skyline College, and our deans and their
assistants: Mary Gutierrez and Kennya Ruiz, Donna Bestock
and Kathy Fitzpatrick, Joe Morello and Sandra Hatzistratis, and
Angélica García and Nadia Tariq. Thanks for your support.

On May 7 and 9, 2015, this year’s Pilipino Cultural Night
production Ang Pag-uwi (The Journey Home) followed a
fictional, extended family as they traveled by boat to the
Philippines from the United States after a nuclear fallout.
The group believed that it was worth the journey to find out
if they would reach the Philippines or end up sailing forever
searching for a better future. The story was written by the
English 103/203 AK class under the supervision of head
writer CJ Navalta. The students performed two shows, a
Preview Night and Gala Night, to an audience of their peers,
family members, and PCN alumni. On Gala Night, after the
show, the Kababayan Learning Community celebrated three
Friends of Kababayan Scholarships and 22 graduates and
transfer students. Students were awarded graduation stoles
and program patches. The Kababayan Learning Community

Article by Janice Sapigao. Photo by Venus Cayabyab and Liza
Erpelo.
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Middle School Outreach Project is a 2015 J.
Russell Kent Award Recipient!

Badminton Has Smashing Success at State
Championships

Skyline College
Women’s Badminton
concluded a
successful season with
outstanding single and
doubles performances
at the California
Community
College Athletic
Association (CCCAA)
State Badminton
Championships
contested at beautiful
Irvine Valley
College on May 8-9.
Skyline College was
represented in singles
by MJ Phan (Woodside High School) and in doubles by Phan
and Rachel Lum (George Washington High School).

On Monday, May 11, 2015 the Middle School Outreach Project
(MSOP) received the prestigious J. Russell Kent Award by the
San Mateo County School Boards Association (SMCSBA).
The J. Russell Kent Award recognizes innovative programs
in San Mateo County that promote success in and out of the
classroom. Nominated programs are evaluated and selected
based on the following criteria:

In singles competition, Ms. Phan, the second ranked singles
player in Northern California, dropped her opening match
to Cassandra Ka of San Diego City College placing her in
the consolation bracket. From there it was smooth sailing
for MJ as she routed two consecutive opponents earning
a spot in the consolation finals against Melody Zhou of
Fresno City College. In an extremely competitive final, Phan
was triumphant in consecutive sets earning her second
consecutive Consolation State Championship in singles.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

In doubles play, the team of Phan and Lum entered the
competition ranked fifth in Northern California. They
quickly dispatched their opponents from San Diego Mesa
in the opening round. Their second round opponent was
the third ranked pair in Southern California, Carmina Ortiz
and Eugenia Mendez of Pasadena City College. This match
ended up going into a decisive third set which had multiple
lead changes until Phan and Lum emerged triumphant by a
score of 22-20. This victory put the dynamic duo into the state
semi-finals for doubles where they were ultimately eliminated
by Alice Liu and Megan Hsioa of DeAnza College.

Program Goals
Program Description
Evidence of Student Success
Program Assessment
Innovation
Transferability
Communication

The J. Russell Kent Award is a recognition of the hard work,
dedication, and commitment of a passionate team of educators,
administrators, and community leaders who have shared and
believed in the vision of MSOP.
Article by Jessica Lopez. Photo by Teresa Proaño.

Congratulations to Coach Jan Fosberg and the players and
coaches on a great 2015 season.
Article by Tony Brunicardi. Photo by Jan Fosberg.
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10 Year Service Award:
Nancy Rosario Argarin; Senior Accounting Coordinator
Marcella Escobar; Accounting Technician
Angelica Gorostiza; Division Assistant
Kennya Ruiz; Division Assistant

Classified Staff Honored at 2015
Classified Service Awards
On Monday, May 11,
classified staff gathered in
Building 6 to celebrate the
dedication of several of
their colleagues at the 2015
Classified Service Awards.
The awards are held every
year to honor classified
staff who have served the
District for 10, 20, 25 and
30 years, demonstrating
their commitment to higher
education and their passion
for their work.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick.

Career Center and Psychological Services
Host Brian Copeland’s “The Waiting
Period”

Dr. Regina Stanback
Stroud opened the event
with a brief welcome and
acknowledgment of the work
that all classified staff do on a daily basis. She mentioned that
without their consistent dedication, the college simply could
not function.
In honor of Mental Health Awareness Month, the Career
Services Center in partnership with Psychological Services
hosted “The Waiting Period,” Brian Copeland’s one-man show
about his personal battle with depression and suicide. Copeland
approached these often taboo and serious subjects with a mix
of comedy, personal anecdotes and introspection. Audience
members ran a gamut of emotions as Copeland shared his
sometimes funny, sometimes tragic struggle with mental health.
Audience members remarked:

After a greeting from Classified Senate President, Alana
Utsumi, the award presenters each took the podium and, one
at a time, spoke about each of the award winners. Evident
across all of the individual awardees was a clear desire to do
good work and to improve student experiences, all while
making their workplaces more positive places to be for the
people around them.
A special thanks goes to this year’s awardees, and to all
Classified Staff on campus for their commitment to Skyline
College.

“I feel like this play was as transformative as it should have
been.”

This year’s awardees are:

“Copeland provided an inspiring testimony and an uplifting
message.”

30 Year Service Award:
Barbara Daley; Library Support Specialist

“A little bit of caring can save a person.”

25 Year Service Award:
David Hall; Instructional Aide

Following the performance, which was attended by over 250
students, a panel including mental health professionals from
Skyline College and community agencies discussed ways
audience members can help friends or family members battling

20 Year Service Award:
Marta Cuellar; Bookstore Operations Assistant
Eugene Garcia Jr.; Instructional Aide II
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In addition to the cash awards, student receive valuable
feedback and advice form the judges. Our judges all hail
from various business backgrounds and companies, and
include business owners, tech company executives, branding
consultants and public speaking experts. Students participating
in YEP receive one-on-one coaching and mentoring from YEP
staff, local business owners and faculty to help refine ideas and
develop other transferable skills.

depression. The panel, moderated by Lavinia Zanassi, shared
resources such as the Psychological Services Center on the
Skyline College campus as well as online resources where
community members can seek out professional help.
Brian Copeland’s amazing performance helped shed light and
destigmatize a subject we often try to avoid.
Article by Brian Jenney. Photo by SF Gate.

On behalf of YEP and the Global Learning Division, we would
like to thank the President’s Innovation Fund for providing
support, through its network and funding, for this program-we
look forward to their continued support. We also want to thank
Skyline College students, administrators, faculty and staff for
their support of YEP and this year’s Competition!

Skyline College Students Win with YEP!

Article and photo by Pcyeta Stroud.

Skyline College LINKS Inc. Mentorship
Academy Finale
On May 13, 2015, the Youth Entrepreneurship Program
at Skyline College (YEP) hosted its 6th bi-annual Student
Business Plan Competition. This year, YEP received twenty
business plan submissions - our largest competition to date!
Out of all the entries, ten businesses advanced on to the
Final’s Round for a chance to present their ideas before a
panel of industry judges. In order of 1st, 2nd and 3rd place,
the Spring 2015 Student Business Plan Competition winners
are:
•
•
•

The Skyline College LINKS Inc. Mentorship Academy,
developed by Professor Danielle Powell and Clyde Lewis,
concluded its spring semester with a celebration on May 13,
2015. All of the participants are current Skyline College students
and came from a range of backgrounds. This phenomenal group
of future leaders were able to come together and lend mutual
support through mentorship.

J’s Automotive, A women-owned and operated
automotive business.
Montego Bay, A down-home Jamaican restaurant.
Fortune Cookie Empire, A new spin on an old favorite,
the fortune cookie.

Throughout the semester, faculty and staff from Skyline
College worked with members from the LINKS Inc. in order to
provide students with sometimes brief, but always informative
narratives about how to navigate life as a woman. Personal
narratives included topics ranging from overcoming the
struggles of poverty, to breaking the very real glass ceiling of the
work world. Through personal examples, the Skyline College
students were able to better understand that while some of the
struggles were daunting, that they could overcome them.

Congratulations to all of our winners!!
The Student Business Plan Competition has grown to
include more participants, stronger business ideas and everincreasing involvement with the campus and community.
The Competition provides coaching and mentoring to the
students, in addition to external resources and support. YEP
has also been fortunate to partner with the Business Division,
specifically, the Small Business Management course (BUS
150), for additional support and participation. As a testament
to such a collaboration, two of this year’s winners were also
enrolled in the course.
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Initial benefits to the District of this partnership include
access to study abroad scholarship opportunities, use of the
Generation Study Abroad logo in marketing and outreach
efforts, and free access for all District students, faculty and
staff to the IIE publication “A Student Guide to Study Abroad”
valued at $14.95 per copy.

The closing celebration included speeches by Dr. Tammy
Robinson and project facilitator Professor Danielle Powell.
Participants were provided with award certificates and a set
of books geared toward continuing to expand on the lessons
from the semester.
In talking with the Skyline College students who participated,
they are all grateful to have been a part of this Mentorship
Program, and look forward to the coming semesters.

As of November 2014, Generation Study Abroad partners
to date include over 300 colleges and universities of all sizes
and types across the country and around the world, as well as
13 governments, 16 education associations, 67 international
partners, and 56 study abroad, K-12, and social network
organizations who have committed to specific goals to increase
the number of U.S. students studying abroad. Commitments
include actions to diversity the population of students who
participate in study abroad and provide additional financial
resources to make this possible.

Article by Clyde Lewis. Photo by Joseph Adams.

SMCCCD Study Abroad Program Joins the
Institute of International Education’s
Generation Study Abroad Initiative
The San

IIE launched Generation Study Abroad in 2014 in the belief that
the number and proportion of today’s students who graduate
with an educational experience abroad is far too low. Currently,
fewer than 10 percent of all U.S. college students study abroad
at some point in their academic career, according to the Open
Doors Report on International and Educational Exchange
published by IIE with support from the U.S. Department of
State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Generation
Study Abroad aims to grow participation in study abroad so that
the annual total reported will reach 600,000 by the end of the
decade.
“Globalization has changed the way the world works, and
employers are increasingly looking for workers who have
international skills and expertise,” says Dr. Allan Goodman,
President of IIE. “Studying abroad must be viewed as an
essential component of a college degree and critical to preparing
future leaders.”

Mateo County
Community
College
District
Study Abroad
Program has
joined the
Institute of
International Education’s Generation Study Abroad initiative
to help more Americans to gain international experience
through study abroad programs. This is one of more than 450
new commitments announced by IIE.
IIE’s Generation Study Abroad seeks to mobilize resources
and commitments with the goal of doubling the number of
U.S. students studying abroad by the end of the decade. The
District Study Abroad Program, housed at Skyline College,
has pledged to send 500 students across the three campuses
abroad by 2018.

About Generation Study Abroad
IIE’s Generation Study Abroad seeks to significantly
increase study abroad participation by bringing employers,
governments, associations, and others together to build on
current best practices and find new ways to extend study
abroad opportunities and resources to tens of thousands of
college students whose needs are not currently served by
existing programs. Generation Study Abroad will sustain an
ongoing dialogue about the need for more students from all
backgrounds and in all fields to gain international experience.

Under the new partnership, the SMCCCD Study Abroad
Program will take concrete, action-oriented steps to expand
opportunities for study abroad. Some of these opportunities
include offering faculty engagement workshops to provide
more faculty-led study abroad programs, study abroad
scholarship sessions at the College of San Mateo, Cañada
College and Skyline College and launch a Community Travel
Program to generate institutional scholarships for study
abroad.
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More details are available under each of the survey dimensions:
Instructional Effectiveness, Student Support Services, Career
and Transfer Preparedness, Social Learning Environment,
Responsiveness to Diverse Student Populations, Physical
Learning Environment, Programming Considerations, and
Informational Sources. Analyses and potential action plans
from the Town Hall cohosted by the SLOAC/ IE Committee, the
Academic Senate, and the Classified Senate are woven into the
report.

This will include research to identify and break down barriers
hindering students from studying abroad, communications
to share strategies and best practices to increase study
abroad, and fundraising to mobilize additional financial
resources. IIE will also hold a Summit on Generation Study
Abroad on October 1-2, 2015 in Washington, D.C. to engage
stakeholders in higher education and all commitment
partners.
About the Institute of International Education

Article by Karen Wong.

The Institute of International Education is a world leader
in the international exchange of people and ideas. An
independent, not-for-profit organization founded in 1919,
IIE has a network of 19 offices and affiliates worldwide and
over 1,200 member institutions. IIE designs and implements
programs of study and training for students, educators, young
professionals and trainees from all sectors with funding from
government agencies, foundations, and corporations. IIE
also conducts policy research and program evaluations, and
provides advising and counseling on international education
and opportunities abroad.

Spring Choral Spectacular Has Audience
On Their Feet

Article by Zaid Ghori.

Campus Climate Survey Reveals 97%
Satisfaction

On Sunday, May 17, Skyline College Concert Choir and Skyline
College Vocal Jazz Ensemble hosted special guests Westmoor
High School Concert Choir and Final Note-Us (Westmoor
High School’s a capella singing group) for a Spring Choral
spectacular. The Concert Choir, conducted by Jude Navari and
accompanied by Margaret Fondbertasse, sang a set of music of
magic, fantasy, and enchantment including a new arrangement
of “The Elder Scrolls: Skyrim” by choir member Kevin Valera.
(The Concert Choir also performed their set at Broadmoor
Presbyterian Church in Daly City on Saturday,
May 16.)

In the spring 2014 semester, Skyline College administered
a voluntary campus climate survey to students. Replacing
the Noel – Levitz survey this four-year cycle, this survey
provided information for the district-wide community needs
assessment, as well as for college planning and improvement
purposes. Out of 9428 students enrolled, about ten percent
responded. Sampling was not an intentional step in the
process, unlike past campus climate surveys. However the
survey results do provide a snapshot of a point in time
of students’ levels of satisfaction with and perceptions
about Skyline College’s programs, services, and learning
environment.

The Vocal Jazz Ensemble, directed by Michelle Hawkins, sang
a set titled “Rock With You” featuring Michelle’s Brazilian style
arrangement of the Michael Jackson classic. The Vocal Jazz
Ensemble was accompanied by Ben Flint (Piano), Clinton Day
(Bass) and Phil Hawkins (Drums). Westmoor High School
Chorus was directed by Stephanie Stewart and Westmoor’s
Final Note-Us was directed by Kris Cruz. Special thanks to Josh
Harris for designing lighting that made us look fantastic too!

Students generally expressed a high level of satisfaction, with
97% of 818 respondents indicating they’d recommend Skyline
College to a family member or friend, and 91% indicating
they would attend Skyline College if they were starting over.
They also expressed a high degree of satisfaction with each
survey dimension, 86% or higher.

Article and Photo submitter by Jude Navari.
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Hermanos y Hermanas End of the Year
Celebration

for the past four years, is one of several events that serve to
celebrate the academic, social, and emotional growth of students
in the Hermanos/as Program at Skyline College. The Hermanos/
as Program provides academic instruction, mentoring, and
family support for Latino/a students with the goal of preparing
students to transition out of high school and into college. The
program strives to instill its students with confidence along with
the academic and personal skills needed to succeed in college
and in life. The event was a true collaboration between the
students and their families, the community, South San Francisco
High School, Westmoor High School and Skyline College.
Many of the high school students from South San Francisco
High School and Westmoor High School will be joining us in
the fall as Skyline College students! Congratulations to all of
the graduating Hermanos and Hermanas! Best wishes in their
future academic and career endeavors!

On Monday, May 18, 2015 over 125 Hermanos and
Hermanas students, family members, Skyline College faculty,
community members, mentors and friends attended the
Hermanos y Hermanas End of the Year Celebration. This
culminating event acknowledges the educational and personal
achievements of the Hermanos/as students and celebrates
those students graduating from Skyline College.

Article and photo by Aricka Bueno.

Dr. Gloria Arjona - Black Mexico: The
African Heritage in Mexico

This memorable event included a special keynote speech
by educator Pablo Gonzalez, as well as speeches by
Alberto Santellan, Hermanos instructor and Hermanos/
as students, including South San Francisco High School
students Clint Flynn and Hannen Alkusari and Westmoor
High School student Alexis Guillen. Former Skyline
College Career Counselor, Virginia Padrón was our very
special guest and she surprised Hermanos/as students with
additional certificates of recognition from Senator Jerry
Hill and Assemblyman Kevin Mullin. Lastly, a certificate of
recognition was given to Aricka Bueno for her four years
of service as a counselor and instructor at Skyline College
and for her work with the Hermanos y Hermanas Program.
Senator Hill joined Skyline College colleagues in Student
Services in thanking her for her many efforts on behalf of this
important student program.

The African Diaspora Program at Skyline College hosted
Dr. Gloria Arjona as she and her husband Javier Arjona
presented “Black Mexico: The African Heritage in Mexico”
on May 20, 2015. Dr. Arjona’s presentation focused on
understanding the social and cultural contributions of African
descended people in Mexico. She noted, that while it has been
largely written out of textbooks, the contributions of African
descended people in Mexico cannot be overstated. Examples
from Dr. Arjona’s presentation ranged from what has been
traditionally believed to be solely Mexican dance, to the various
hierarchies determined by interracial parentage.

The Hermanos/as students at both the high school and
college-level received awards and Latino/a heritage sashes for
all of their hard work throughout the academic year. Jenifer
Espinosa received the Community Leadership Award. The
Shining Star Awards were given to Luis Bautista, Nellely
Castaneda, Karolyn Lopez, Xunaxi Lopez, Raul Magallon,
Brayan Palma, Guadalupe Palomino, Rudy Ordonez, Jessica
Ramirez, Allen Sanchez, and Priscilla Sanchez who are all
graduating from Skyline College.
The event, which has been coordinated by Aricka Bueno
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May 20, 2015. Yvonne Reid, MS BA, Director of CITD,
facilitated an interactive session between Global Trade Logistics
leaders and community college deans, faculty and DSNs from
Skyline College including the Veteran’s Center, Cañada College,
Contra Costa College, College of Alameda, and Hartnell
Community College. Oakland Unified School District and
South San Francisco High School contributed to the discussion
also.
Company and industry representatives included information
community technology, global supply chain management,
Northern California Small Business Development Center, Page
Fura Law Firm, the Workforce Investment Board, and the
Oakland and South San Francisco Unified School Districts,
among others. This group outlined career pathways road maps
in sales and marketing, purchasing, trade compliance, and
freight forwarding. Richard Fratarelli of the San Francisco
Airport Commission emphasized, “The strong need for wellexperienced employees who are able to think critically and
analytically to be able to perform the job up to the demanded
standard.”

Students and Skyline College faculty and staff alike were
captivated by the wonderful singing and guitar playing of
the Arjonas. The combination of guitar and vocal styling
were used as a tool to further highlight the similarities to
and contributions of African descended people to Mexican
history. This interactive presentation was further highlighted
by the inclusion of images of historic Casa Paintings. Casa
painting depicted how interracial marriage was viewed during
the days of Spanish colonization. The Casa Paintings, after
completion, would be sent back to different parts of Europe in
order to show the effects of interracial parenting.
A few of the surprising highlights:
•
•
•

Mexico’s first black president, Vicente Guerrero, issued
Mexico’s slavery abolition decree
The traditional Mexican drink agua de jamaica, has its
roots in Africa
Juan Garrido, who was born around 1480 in West
Africa is the most prominent from a small group of
free Africans who traveled to the Americas during the
Spanish conquest of the West Indies and Mexico in the
late 15th and early 16th Centuries. Later Juan Garrido,
who became an agricultural innovator, is credited with
introducing wheat harvesting to the Americas.

BILAF will hold quarterly meetings and webinar conference
calls to further collaborate on the alignment of GTL curriculum
and programs aligned with industry needs. Having regional
community college CTE programs prepare students as GTL
industry skilled workers who will serve as a pipeline for
employers is essential for local and global economic growth.

Article by Clyde Lewis. Photo by Maryam Hadi.

Article by Alina Din. Photo by Petrual “PJ” Shelton.

Business and Industry Leaders Advisory
Forum (BILAF) Meeting Meets with
Resounding Success - Again

The International Student Program
Congratulates Graduating International
Students

The Bay Area
Center for
International
Trade
Development
(CITD), in
partnership
with regional
community
colleges,
expanded upon
Global Trade and
Logistics (GTL)
employer needs
in its second
Business and
Industry Leaders Advisory Forum for GTL on Wednesday,

The International Student Program (ISP) celebrated the end
of the 2014-2015 academic year on Wednesday, May 20. The
purpose of the event was to recognize international students
graduating from Skyline College this spring. Many of them are
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of our international students. As the size of the international
student body on campus expands, your help is invaluable. Please
contact ISP Manager, Wissem Bennani with any questions about
the International Student Program at bennaniw@smccd.edu.

transferring to 4 year universities, including UC Berkeley, UC
Davis, UC Santa Barbara and San Francisco State University,
among others. Both graduating and continuing international
students gathered for the afternoon event and enjoyed a nice
break from finals.
Dr. Tammy Robinson, Interim Dean of Global Learning
Programs and Services, welcomed the audience and
congratulated graduating international students on their great
achievement. Oladipo Toriola or “Dipo”, an international
student from Nigeria, expressed his appreciation for the
faculty and staff members at Skyline College: “I am honored
to be a Skyline student. Skyline College welcomed me with
open arms and provided nothing but support while I was
here.”

Article and photo by Chikako Walker.

Students Learn To Get “Googlie”

Dipo, transferring to UC Berkeley for the Engineering
Program, also encouraged his fellow international students to
“keep up their hard work”.
On Wednesday, May 20 the Career Services Center led a group
of twenty-two students to the Google campus in Mountain
View, CA. The visit included a walking tour of the Google
campus, a trip to the visitor’s center, lunch on campus, and a
Q & A session with Googlers.

Jacqueline Valentino from Greece agreed that Skyline College
has always provided encouragement and support for her as
well, saying: “Skyline is where it all started. Without your help
and encouragement, I would not have been able to reach this
point.” Jacqueline is getting her Associate Degree in Allied
Health Science, hoping to continue her study in Radiologic
Technology.

Students learned about the history of Google, its mission to
“organize the world’s information and make it universally
accessible and useful” and its culture which asks its employs
to look for “Moonshoots” in their work, or ideas that reach
for the moon. Students learned about internship and career
opportunities at Google. Representatives from Sales, Human
Resources, and Marketing departments also talked about their
personal journey into the company, the variety of employment
opportunities available, and the qualities of “googliness” that
the company values. Overall it was an informative and inspiring
visit!

During the event, ISP also announced new officers for
The International Affairs Student Club (IASC). “Yvonne”
Jingjing Zhao from China self-nominated to become the new
President of the club. Yvonne is excited about the opportunity
and shared her agenda for the club with the audience. Other
new officers include: Vice President, Soriannys Mosquera
from Venezuela; Student Advisor, Jingyi “Roma” Feng from
China; Communication Officer, Musab Albaltan from Saudi
Arabia; Event Coordinator, Jiahui “Kalie” Tang from China;
Multimedia Specialist, Mark Gustave from St. Lucia and
Secretary & Treasurer, Yidi Feng from China.

Special thanks to our Jesse Haro, John Saenz, and Lezra
Chenportillo for making this visit possible! Also thanks to
Brian Jenney for helping to chaperone this trip, and Lavinia
Zanassi, Jessica Lopez, and Stephen Fredricks for helping to
connect students to this opportunity!

The event concluded with a fun raffle prize activity where
students shared their experiences at Skyline College. Nipun
Pradhan, current international student from Nepal, told the
audience, “I’ve been to two other colleges in the U.S. before
Skyline, but no schools ever taught me as much as Skyline
has. I am happy with my decision to come and study here.”

Article and photo by Lezra Chenportillo.

ISP would like to thank all the faculty and staff members who
have contributed to the ongoing support and encouragement
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