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Middle College Merges High School & Higher
Education

Students will also have the option of taking career-focused
programs such as sterile processing, paralegal assistant, computer
information, emergency medical technology, paralegal, solar
technology, network engineering, among other employable
certificates that allows certificate holders to enter the workforce
and earn a “living wage.”
Students are expected to participate in community service
learning activities to develop leadership skills that will contribute
back to the social, economic and political landscape of the
community that they live in.
Article by Connor Fitzpatrick.

Bridging the gap from high school to college is easier said than done.
But a new program championed by Skyline College and the South
San Francisco Unified School District aims to create an alternative
pathway to higher education for high school students.

Skyline College Students Heading to
Guatemala for International Service
Learning Project

The Middle College at Skyline College will allow students from El
Camino and South San Francisco high schools to take both high
school and college courses at the same time on the Skyline College
campus. Enrollment is still open, but by the 2015 fall semester,
fifty eleventh grade students will enroll in Middle College, and that
number is expected to double by fall 2016.
The program is tuition free, and it is intended to accelerate students’
academic progress and career goals while helping them contribute to
their community.
To be eligible for the program, the students must have a minimum 2.0
grade point average and must be on track to graduate on time. They
should be either motivated high achievers, or gifted but not thriving
in the high school environment, or capable of academic success but
falling short of their potential.
Students will attend four high school classes in English, social
sciences, career education and learning skills. In addition, they
will take a minimum of six units of college courses per semester. A
variety of Skyline College student services such as tutoring, academic
advising, and the college library will be bundled for easy access to
ensure students’ success in the Middle College program.
The program is designed to provide students with the opportunity
to earn a high school diploma while collecting units toward an
associate degree and the opportunity to transfer to a 4-year university.

2

The SMCCCD Study Abroad Program has organized an
international service learning project in Guatemala for eight
students who participated in and successfully completed Skyline
College’s African Diaspora Mentorship Program last semester.
The service learning component, the capstone of the Mentorship
Program, was a vision of the late Dean Richard Soyombo, former
Dean of Global Learning Programs and Services division.
Each student received a scholarship of $1,800 from the
President’s Innovation Fund in 2014/15 that covered
international airfare, accommodation, volunteer fees, health
insurance, ground transportation and meals during the project.
Students contributed $250 each towards their own expenses.
Organized in collaboration with International Volunteer HQ – a
leading volunteer organization that has worked with institutions
such as UCLA, UC San Diego and Carnegie Mellon University
on service learning - the international service learning project
will take place from August 1 – 8, 2015.
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Skyline College students will be volunteering their time at several
middle schools in Guatemala teaching students English. The project is
led by Professor Danielle Powell and Study Abroad Program Services
Coordinator, Alina Din. Students will blog their experiences to keep
the Skyline College community updated on their experiences in
Guatemala.
Article by Zaid Ghori. Photo by Carolyn Block.

Skyline College Begins New Website Rollout

the new website – allowing us to better tailor our messaging to
students and influence users’ immediate perception of the college
through the visual cues on our website.
“Portal Pages:”
The black navigation bar at the top of our Home page lists six
unique sections of the website including, Admissions, Academics,
Career Advancement, Student Life, Campus Resources, and
About. We wanted to highlight these important sections by
creating new “Overview” pages for each of them – we’re calling
them “portal pages” internally.
These pages include striking images with an aspirational “tagline,”
a simplified navigation bar and clear and concise introductory
text that highlights the college’s offerings and goals within each
of these six areas. This new language is student focused, speaking
directly to them as opposed to speaking generally about the
college.

We are excited to announce that we have officially begun to roll out
the redesigned Skyline College website. The rollout will happen
gradually, with new sections of the website being migrated to the new
design over the following weeks and months.
What’s New?
Mobile Friendly:
All new pages, are “mobile friendly,” which means they use responsive
web design to adapt to different sized mobile devices. In other words,
these pages automatically scale up and down to best fit on your
laptop, tablet, phone or other device by detecting how big your screen
is. That means greater accessibility and ease of navigation for students
and staff accessing the Skyline College website from devices other
than a desktop computer.
Home Page:
The home page has a clean, dynamic new look designed for greater
visual impact, simplicity and ease of navigation. The new design
removes some of the clutter that clogged the old page and makes
a large slideshow and key featured news stories the centerpiece of
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The Road Ahead
As we move into the coming months, we will be migrating other
sections of the website to pages that blend with the new look and
feel. This will be a long process and we ask you to be patient. In
the meantime, old pages will remain on the old templates.
As with any major new launch, we expect to meet some small
bumps in the road, and we also expect to fix them, quickly, as
they arise, with a consistent eye towards improvement.
This is an exciting new step for Skyline College. We cater to an
increasingly mobile-oriented and technologically-savvy student
body – updating our website to reflect this reality is essential to
making the student experience the best it can be.
Article by Connor Fitzpatrick.
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Skyline College hosted the Annual Facilities
Planning, Maintenance & Operations General
Session

Classified Staff Retreat Encourages Goal
Setting and Wellness

On July 10, 2015 the Vice Chancellor Nuñez and Executive Director
of Facilities Karen Powell gave many thanks of appreciation to the
entire Facilities Staff of Cañada College, College of San Mateo, Skyline
College and the District Office.
Highlights of the event include:

Skyline College Classified Executive Board recently hosted its
Classified Staff Professional Development Retreat on Tuesday,
July 7 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Cañada Vista Clubhouse.
With close to 30 Classified Professionals in attendance, the event
was overwhelmingly successful. The day included activities and
opportunities for staff to learn personal and professional tools
that could be applied both personally and professionally.
Workshops covered Goal Setting Tips, presented by The
Claremont EAP group, Personal Care presented by Jose Bonilla,
Head Athletic Trainer at Skyline College, and team building
exercises presented by Nina Floro, Program Coordinator for
Professional Development and Johnathan Paver, Dean of
Academic Support and Learning Technologies. The group
was also provided an opportunity to learn more about our
community by visiting to the San Mateo County History
Museum. The attendees were escorted through the museum
on a private tour and had the opportunity to discover our
community’s heritage.

•

Recognized staff who received the Attendance/Safety Award

•

10, 20, and 25 years Recognition Service Awards

•

Facilities Employee of the Month and honorable mentions

•

Facilities Employee Handbook given to staff

•

Know your campus game where pictures are shown to staff and
prizes are given for the correct answers

Most importantly, this event brings the entire Facilities Team
together.
Vice Chancellor Eugene Whitlock, Vice President Eloisa Briones,
Vice President Jan Roecks, AFSCME Business Agent Tina Acree,
Swinerton and other key vendors who contributed to games and raffle
prizes and helped sponsor the event were also in attendance
Article by John Doctor. Photo by Luis Carranza.

The retreat served as an excellent way for our Classified
Professionals to connect outside of campus, to learn more about
each other, and to continue to build on the awareness and respect
of others. Many participants in the survey provided to them at
the end expressed that they “…liked the opportunity to connect
and build relationships with colleagues” they often don’t have
opportunities to interact with due to their hectic schedules.
Others found the interactive group activities allowed for “… us to
work together and with others around the campus to address our
problem solving task collectively and that was fun!”
Ultimately, this retreat proved to be an overwhelming success
and evidence of the great individuals that make up our Classified
Professionals at Skyline College. All in attendance found ways
to pitch in to support the people hosting the event and even our
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facilitators for the workshop. The success of the event was a collective
effort organized by dedicated individuals who genuinely care about
their colleagues and campus. I was very proud and honored to
participate in this event and I look forward to many more successful
events such as this in the coming year. Special thanks goes to our
Retreat committee members Alana Utsumi (Classified Senate Vice
President), Sandra Hatzistratis, Kristina Brower, Michelle Amaral,
and Nancy Lamb.

Upcoming Events
Success Summit
Friday, September 25, 2015

Article by Michelle Hagar.

Fall Semester Opening Day

The Success Summit is a half-day forum designed to bring
together business and civic leaders from all sectors to discuss
innovative strategies for solving tough issues that affect San
Mateo County businesses and residents. In dynamic breakout
sessions, participants will meet face-to-face with key decision
makers within the county, including elected officials, business
and industry leaders, employers and educators and gain insight
on how they can effectively work to shape the future of their
community and their business.

To kick off the 2015-2016 Academic Year, Skyline College will host
Opening Day to welcome all faculty and staff on Friday, August 14,
2015 in the theater, the Friday before Fall classes begin. This is a
chance for the campus community to come together and re-energize
for another year of focusing on students-first and helping them to
achieve their academic goals.
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline College will set the
tone for the year with the theme of Delivering on our Promise.
The annual Skyline Shines winners from both the community and
the college will be announced and awarded, as is tradition at Opening
Day.
This year, we are fortunate to welcome and honor 50 faculty and staff
to the Skyline College community who are either new to the college
or have been promoted or reassigned to new positions. Here’s to a
year filled with student success!

Breakout sessions will offer knowledge on topics of importance
to the region through an overview of current trends and activities presented by a panel of experts, a moderated question and
answer session, and the opportunity for attendees to add their
voice to the
conversation contributing their perspectives, sharing solutions
and providing their choices for shaping forward movement and
successful outcomes.
The Success Summit is presented by the President’s Council of
Skyline College and sponsored by Skyline College, PG&E, San
Mateo Credit Union and the San Mateo County/Silicon Valley
Convention and Visitors Bureau. The conference will be held in
the Student and Community Center, Building 6, 2nd Floor on
the Skyline College campus on Friday, September 25, 2015 from
8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. The registration fee is $75 and includes
breakfast and materials.
Visit the Success Summit website at
www.skylinesuccesssummit.com to register today.

Article by Cherie Colin. Photo by Knarl Stuart.
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