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Supporting CA Dream Act Students

Every spring semester the Financial Aid Office is busy supporting 
students through the financial aid application process. For many 
undocumented students this process can be challenging because 
they do not qualify for federal financial aid due to their citizenship 
status. Regardless of a student’s citizenship status, the Financial Aid 
Office is committed to helping students navigate through the 
financial aid process by creating a culture of support and sensitivity.

Financial aid for students under the California Dream Act became 
effective January 2013. To help students complete the California 
Dream Act application, the Financial Aid Office offers weekly 
Financial Aid Application Labs. 

For more information about the CA Dream Act and AB540 
requirements please visit: www.skylinecollege.edu/financialaid/
californiadreamact.php.

In an effort to help undocumented students feel safe and supported, 
the Financial Aid Office encourages the Skyline College community 
to visit the Educators for Fair Consideration (E4FC) website at: 
http://e4fc.org/home.html. E4FC is an advocacy agency based in 
San Francisco that provides resources and information on how to 
raise awareness for undocumented students nationwide. 

Thank you for helping and encouraging all students to pursue their 
career and educational goals through higher education.

Article by Jocelyn Vila, Program Services Coordinator.
 

Financial Aid Office Presents at 
Cash For College Events
The Skyline College Financial Aid Office presents at annual Cash 
for College events at several local high schools in San Mateo and 
San Francisco counties. Every January and February students and 
families attend Cash for College workshops across California to 
help graduating high school seniors fill out the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and Cal Grant GPA Verification 
Form. Cash for College events are sponsored by the California 
Student Aid Commission (CSAC). The workshops are free and 
open to the public. High school seniors who attend a workshop and 
who apply for a Cal Grant by the March 2 deadline can qualify for 
a $1,000 scholarship to be used at a qualifying college next fall. On 
January 14 the Financial Aid Office conducted a Cash for College 
presentation at El Camino High School in South San Francisco and 
on January 22 at Balboa High School in San Francisco. Over 180 
students and parents received assistance with completing 
the FAFSA. 

Photos from the Cash for College event at Balboa High School on January 22. 
Article and photos by Jocelyn Vila.



VITA is Back!
Free Tax Preparation at Skyline College

SparkPoint at Skyline College and the Business Division, in 
partnership with Earn it! Keep it! Save it!, are pleased to announce 
free income tax preparation assistance for students, faculty, staff 
and community members (households that earned less than 
$51,000 in 2012).

Free tax preparation is available every Saturday now through 
March 30 from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Building 8, Room 8209. 
Please call SparkPoint at Skyline College at (650) 738-7035 to make 
an appointment.

Last year, student volunteers from Instructor John Miller’s 
Volunteer Income Tax Preparation (VITA) class were able to 
complete over 200 tax returns, resulting in $185,526 being returned 
to the community. We expect to complete even more returns this 
year, so book your appointment today!

For more information about VITA, please visit www.SkylineCollege. 
edu/sparkpoint/services/FreeTaxPreparationAssistance.php.

For more information on SparkPoint @ Skyline College, please visit 
the SparkPoint website at www.SkylineCollege.edu/sparkpoint or 
contact Dr. William Watson at william.watson@smccd.edu. 
Remember to like us on Facebook!

Article by Josh Jubelirer.

Women on Writing Event
WOW! Voices Now
Save the date for the Women on Writing event Saturday, March 2, 
2013 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the Student and Community 
Center at Skyline College.

You are cordially invited to a festive morning of readings, 
conversation and conviviality. This year WOW! is scaling back 
from a day-long conference, and we’re delighted to host a lively 
morning event to celebrate the WOW! community and creative 
spirit. Acclaimed authors Connie Post and Patricia Powell kick off 
the program by reading their work, and then we’ll enjoy an Open 
Reading. Please join us!

Featured readings include:

Connie Post – Author of And When the Sun Drops, Trip Wires, 
In a City of Words and Waking State.

Patricia Powell – Author of The Pagoda, The Fullness of Everything, 
Me Dying Trial and A Small Gathering of Bones. 
RSVP by February 15, 2013 to Kathleen McClung at 
mcclungk@smccd.edu.
 
Skyline College 13th Annual 
President’s Breakfast - Save the Date!

Please join us for the upcoming President’s Breakfast!
When:
Thursday March 21, 2013
Networking at 7:00 a.m., Breakfast at 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Where:
South San Francisco Conference Center
255 South Airport Boulevard
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Special thanks to Pacific Gas and Electric Company for hosting the 
complimentary breakfast.

Please RSVP by Monday, March 11, 2013.
skypresbreakfast@smccd.edu
(650) 738-4325
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African American Heritage Month
February is National African American Heritage Month.
We’ve almost wrapped up a month’s worth of culturally rich 
events and activities, and look forward to making this a 
Skyline College tradition.
 

Activities & Events

 
 
 
 

Essay Contest
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Skyline College Mission Statement: 
To empower and transform a global 
community of learners.

February 2013

Please join us as we honor culture and diversity 
at Skyline College with the following events

African American 
Heritage Month

Date         Event        Time  Location
Sat. Feb. 2 • City of Daly City  12:00pm – 4:00pm Pacelli Event Center
  Black History   145 Lake Merced Blvd.
  Month Celebration  Daly City, CA   
Wed. Feb. 6 • Top 10 Transfer Institutions 12:00pm – 2:00pm 2-116 
  for African Americans           
Thurs. Feb. 7 • Financial Aid and 12:00pm – 2:00pm 6-204 & 6-206
  Scholarship Resources
  for African Americans        
 • Expressions Through  12:00pm – 1:00pm Theater
  Black Music Project: 
  Funktastic Concert           
Wed. Feb. 13 • Emerging Health Issues 11:00am – 1:00pm 6-204 & 6-206
  for African Americans      
Tues. Feb. 19 • Deadline Date to Submit 12:00pm   
   Essay for Contest      
Wed. Feb. 20 • Inside Africa Slideshow 1:30pm –  3:00pm Multicultural Center
  & Discussion  (Building 4) 
Thurs. Feb. 21 • Issues Facing African  12:00pm – 2:00pm 6-204 & 6-206
  American Veterans      
Fri. Feb. 22 * World Music Concert: 1:30pm Theater
  WolfHawkJaguar             
Thurs. Feb. 28 • Emerging Careers and  12:00pm – 2:00pm 1-219B (Career Center)
   Upcoming Trends
 • Announce Winners      
  of the Essay Contest

African American Heritage Month
February 2013

Essay Contest:
The Power of Inspiration 

Open to All Skyline College Students

Gift card prizes from the Skyline College Bookstore 
for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners!

  Essay Requirements:
• Essay must include a quote from the individual who has inspired you
• Essay must include specific examples of how you have been inspired 
  by this individual
 • Essay must include a discussion of the values this individual has offered    
   that you hope to carry forward in your own life
   • Essay must include your name, date and contest title at the top right
      corner of the first page only
       • Essay must be three (3) full pages (or 750 words)
           • Essay must be double-spaced in Times New Roman font with 
              1-inch margin
               • Essay must have an original title and be proofread 
                   and spellchecked
                   • You must provide three (3) stapled copies of your essay 
                      for the judges (may be printed back-to-back)

ESSAYS DUE BY 12 NOON ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19th 
IN THE LANGUAGE ARTS OFFICE (BLDG 8, RM 8112)

•
WINNERS ANNOUNCED FEBRUARY 28th!

Write about an individual from the African American community who has 
inspired you. You are encouraged to choose someone from your family, 
neighborhood, school or community OR someone you’ve read or heard 
about who has influenced and inspired you.

    Skyline College Mission Statement:    
  To empower and transform a global 
community of learners.



New Exhibit at Skyline College Art Gallery 
Skyline College Art Gallery is proud to present Body Language: 
Figures in Clay, a group exhibition featuring nine Bay Area 
sculptors. The exhibition is on view in the Gallery now through 
March 9, 2013.   
For more information, including hours, please visit the gallery 
website www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery or 
www.facebook.com/skygallery. 
Body Language: Figures in Clay is an exhibition of nine Bay Area 
ceramic sculptors who use the human form as a vehicle of artistic 
expression. Each artist uses the plasticity of the clay material in 
distinctive ways to capture life, emotion, and attitude. Drawing 
from personal history, observations of life, and imagination, each 
artist captures unique aspects of the human experience. Ranging 
from realistic and representational to abstract and fantastic, the 
works invite you to engage because they are familiar forms that 
bring new perspectives. 

Article by Paul Bridenbaugh.

 

Explorer, Lorraine Bonner
 

Murder! Murder! Murder! of Crows, Tomoko Nakazato
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The Flu and You 
Influenza or flu activity remains elevated in most of the country, 
including California. As a result, students, staff and faculty are still 
at risk for getting the flu and passing it onto others. The Skyline 
College Health Center is encouraging everyone to get vaccinated 
against the flu. 
Many people don’t get vaccinated against the flu because of 
misinformation about the vaccine. Below are some common 
concerns and facts about the flu, taken from the Centers for 
Disease Control www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm.

 
Can a flu shot give you the flu?

No, a flu shot cannot cause flu illness. The influenza viruses 
contained in a flu shot are inactivated (killed), which means they 
cannot cause infection. Flu vaccine manufacturers kill the 
viruses used in the vaccine during the process of making vaccine, 
and batches of flu vaccine are tested to make sure they are safe. 
Why do some people not feel well after getting the seasonal 
flu shot?

Some people report having mild reactions to flu vaccination. 
The most common reaction to the flu shot in adults has been 
soreness, redness or swelling at the spot where the shot was given. 
This usually lasts less than two days. This initial soreness is most 
likely the result of the body’s early immune response reacting to 
a foreign substance entering the body. Other reactions following 
the flu shot are usually mild and can include a low grade fever and 
aches. If these reactions occur, they usually begin soon after the 
shot and last 1-2 days. The most common reactions people have to 
flu vaccine are considerably less severe than the symptoms caused 
by actual flu illness. 

What about serious reactions to flu vaccine? 
Serious allergic reactions to flu vaccines are very rare. If they do 
occur, it is usually within a few minutes to a few hours after the 
vaccination. While these reactions can be life-threatening, effective 
treatments are available. 
What about people who get a seasonal flu vaccine and still get 
sick with flu-like symptoms? 
There are several reasons why someone might get a flu-like illness, 
even after they have been vaccinated against flu. 
1. Some people can become ill from other respiratory viruses 
besides flu such as rhinoviruses, which are associated with the 
common cold, cause symptoms similar to flu, and also spread and 
cause illness during the flu season. The flu vaccine only protects 
against influenza viruses, not other viruses. 
2. It is possible to be exposed to influenza viruses, which cause the 
flu, shortly before getting vaccinated or during the two-week period 
after vaccination that it takes the body to develop immune 
protection. This exposure may result in a person becoming ill 
with flu before protection from the vaccine takes effect. 
3. Some people may have been exposed to an influenza virus that 
is very different from the viruses the vaccine is designed to protect 
against. The ability of a flu vaccine to protect a person depends 
largely on the similarity or “match” between the viruses selected to 
make the vaccine and those spreading and causing illness. There 
are many different influenza viruses that spread and cause illness 
among people. 
4. The flu vaccine doesn’t always provide adequate protection 
against the flu. This is more likely to occur among people that 
have weakened immune systems or people age 65 and older. 
Is it better to get the flu than the flu vaccine? 
No. Flu is a serious disease, particularly among young children, 
older adults, and people with certain chronic health conditions, 
such as asthma, heart disease or diabetes. Any flu infection can 
carry a risk of serious complications, hospitalization or death, 
even among otherwise healthy children and adults. Therefore, 
getting vaccinated is a safer choice than risking illness to obtain 
immune protection. 
Do I really need a flu vaccine every year? 
Yes, a yearly flu vaccine is recommended for just about everyone 
6 months and older, even when the viruses the vaccine protects 
against have not changed from the previous season. The reason for 
this is that a person’s immune protection from vaccination declines 
over time, so an annual vaccination is needed to get the “optimal” 
or best protection against the flu. 
Article by Terri Sofarelli.
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Coaches vs. Cancer Meets Goal 
of Raising $500 
Thank you to the entire Skyline College campus community for 
assisting the Kinesiology/Athletics and Dance department in 
reaching their fundraising goal during the Coaches vs. Cancer 
event on Wednesday, January 16th. Gate receipts and other 
donations totaled $500. On the court Skyline College Women’s 
Basketball team lost a heartbreaker to College of San Mateo 42-38; 
but Skyline College Men’s Basketball team defeated Cañada 66-52. 
Article by Joe Morello.

Kelly Huey Named 2012 
Female Scholar-Athlete 

Kelly Huey, who played women’s 
basketball and attended Skyline 
College from 2010-2012, was 
named by the California Commu-
nity College Athletic Association 
as their 2012 CCCAA Female 
Scholar Athlete. It is the highest 
honor that the CCCAA awards to 
student athletes among the 27,000 
annual participants. Kelly com-
pleted 63.5 units at Skyline Col-
lege with a perfect 4.0 grade point 
average. She was also a standout 
women’s basketball player who 
was voted all-conference and team 

most valuable player during the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 seasons. 
She is currently attending Concordia 
University in Oregon on an athletic scholarship while pursuing 
a major in Nursing.
Kelly will be receiving this award at the 2013 CCCAA Celebration 
of Student Athlete’s Luncheon to be held on March 27, 2013 at the 
Marriott Hotel in San Mateo. The luncheon is scheduled to begin at 
11:30 am. If you are interested in attending, please contact Joe 
Morello at morelloj@smccd.edu prior to March 1st for registration 
information. Kelly is the first 
Skyline College student athlete and first San Mateo County 
Community College District 
student to earn this honor 
since it started in 1984. Congratulations Kelly! 
To learn more about how Kelly is doing at Concordia, please follow 
the link below: www.gocugo.com/news/2013/2/5/_0205130336.
aspx?path=wbball. 
Article by Joe Morello.

Education Master Plan 
Skyline College has been engaged in the process of updating its 
Education Master Plan. To date, much has been done to collect 
feedback from all constituency groups for the revision (e.g. 
interviews, surveys, participatory governance meetings) and we 
thank you for your participation. A first draft of the document has 
been completed and uploaded onto the Planning, Research, and 
Institutional Effectiveness (PRIE) website at www.SkylineCollege.
edu/prie/index.php and all are welcome to review the draft in 
preparation for the public forum on Monday, February 25. 
A second draft was posted on February 22 and from 
February 25 – March 8, 2013, all will be provided with an 
opportunity to provide feedback via an online form. 

Article by Dr. David Ulate.

Community Emergency Response Team  
Training at Skyline College 
The City of San Bruno and Skyline College are partnering up to 
hold a Community Emergency Response Team training course 
here at Skyline College, to start February 27 and ending with  
graduation on April 13. Classes will be held on consecutive 
Wednesday nights with the exception of the Easter break,  
starting at 6:30 pm and ending at 9:00 pm. 
The training is provided free of charge and covers a wide range of 
topics related to problems encountered when we have a disaster 
type event that occurs. The overall aim of the training is to provide 
knowledge, hone basic emergency skills and learn the value of 
working as a team to aid others in need of assistance. 
Anyone can benefit from this training but it will be especially useful 
for us here at the college, should we be used as an evacuation site 
or find the need to evacuate the campus. Building captains and 
managers should endeavor, if possible, to avail themselves of this 
free training. 
Lastly, we here at Skyline College are proud to work with the City of 
San Bruno and host this valuable class for the community at large.  
I hope to see you here. 
Rob Dean
Chief, Public Safety
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Hydration Station Ribbon Cutting 
On Monday, February 11, Skyline College held a ribbon cutting 
event to celebrate the opening of the new Hydration Station located 
in Building 6, just outside the Bookstore entrance. A part of our 
sustainable campus initiative, this hydration station will assist the 
campus in “going green!” The fountain counts the number of 
bottles saved. Students can fill up their sustainable water bottles 
for free. 
This event was sponsored by the Environmental Science Club and 
the Sustainability Ambassador Network as part of a campus-wide 
sustainability effort. Thank you to José Nuñez and David Haw for 
making this dream a reality.
 

 Photo by Jared Martin.
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Upcoming Spring Transfer Center Events - 
Save The Dates: 
Transfer Fair
Wednesday, March 13, 2013
10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Building 6, Dining Hall 
An opportunity for students to meet with representatives from 
private four-year colleges and universities. If you have class during 
this time, please consider bringing your students!
 
UC Davis Tour
Friday, March 15, 2013
All Day (Bus leaves at 7 a.m. sharp!) 
Students will attend workshops, hear from faculty and student 
speakers and take a tour of the campus. Lunch and bus 
transportation will be provided. 
Extra credit participation slips are available to students for all 
transfer events!



Accreditation Update 
The Accreditation Milestone Open Forum held on Janu-
ary 29, 2013 was a huge success. Over 50 Skyline College 
students, faculty, staff and administration enjoyed lunch, 
provided comments and offered suggestions on the Accred-
itation Self-Evaluation Report. All sections of the report 
were discussed, with special emphasis on SLOs, distance 
education, evaluations and professional development. Thanks 
to Karen Wong, Bridget Fischer and Nina Floro for leading 
those parts of the discussion. Many suggestions were re-
ceived, particularly about programs and services to include 
in the self-evaluation that demonstrate how comprehensively 
we meet the standards. For example, the child development 
center is important to the success of the students who use it; 
this should be mentioned in all the places it applies. These 
suggestions will be incorporated into the accreditation 
self-evaluation Draft #3. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and participated in the 
dialogue. Special kudos to the students for their contribu-
tions. We look forward to the next Accreditation Open Fo-
rum and showing the Accreditation Committee how Skyline 
College really does shine. 
One of the reports the college submits to the Accrediting 
Commission is the Distance Education Substantive Change 
Proposal 2012-2013. The entire proposal will be posted on 
the Office of Planning, Research and Institutional 
Effectiveness (PRIE) website next week. The proposal 
contains a number of interesting appendices that you 
might like to view. 

The appendices include data and information about the 
Skyline College distance education programs. Some of the 
topics include: 
• Appendix A: Degrees Substantially Available through 
 Distance Learning 
• Appendix B: Certificates Substantially Available through 
 Distance Learning 
• Appendix C: Associate in Arts/Science Degree 
 Requirements, General Education & Other Requirements  
 Available through Distance Learning 
• Appendix D: Majors Substantially Available through 
 Distance Learning 
• Appendix E: California State University General Education 
 Pattern (CSU-GE) Availability through Distance Learning 
• Appendix F: Trends--Enrollments and Distance 
 Education Faculty 
To view all of the appendixes please visit the PRIE website at:  
www.SkylineCollege.edu/prie/deresources.php 
Article by Donna Bestock and Christine Roumbanis.
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