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President’s Breakfast a Huge Success
- Thank You!
Many of the surrounding cities were represented including
Councilwoman Helen Fisicaro of the Town of Colma and also past
Chair of the President’s Council, two sitting President’s Council
members, Mayor Ray Buenaventura and council member Mike
Guingona of Daly City, Mayor Rick Kowalczyk of Half Moon Bay,
Mayor Gina Papan of Millbrae, Council member Sue Digre of
Pacifica, Mayor Jim Ruane of San Bruno and Mayor Pedro
Gonzalez of South San Francisco.

2013 President’s Breakfast Attendees
Photo courtesy of MCPR Office
The Skyline College President’s Council pulled off another
tremendously successful President’s Breakfast on March 21st. Event
Co-Chairs, Teresa Proaño and Kirsten Pinochi welcomed more
than 300 people made up of elected officials, business
members and faculty, staff, students and local community members
to the event. From the federal level, Mark Nogales represented
Congresswoman Jackie Speier. From the state level, LaMonte
Bishop represented Senator Mark Leno and Mario Rendon
represented our new Assembly member Kevin Mullin. Adrienne
Tissier of the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors attended.
Our own SMCCCD Board of Trustees Richard Holober, Dave
Mandelkern and Karen Schwarz.

Professor Tony Jackson, YEP Coordinator Pcyeta Jackson
and CITD Director Richard Soyombo
Photo courtesy of MCPR Office
Chancellor Ron Galatolo and his team from the district and sister
colleges, including Vice Chancellor José Nuñez, Vice Chancellor
Tom Bauer, Vice Chancellor Jim Keller, Vice Chancellor Kathy
Blackwood, Kevin Chak, Robert Dean, David Haw, David Feune,
Jan Roecks, Foundation Executive Director Stephani Scott, Carrie
Ridge, Jill Greenberg and Roxanne Brewer, and Cañada President
Dr. Larry Buckley all supported Skyline College by attending.
Faculty, staff, students and administrators from the college
provided their support in event preparation and attendance.
Dancers from the Skyline College production of Guys and Dolls
started us off with a great rendition of “A Bushel and A Peck”!

Trustee Karen Schwarz and Roxanne Brewer pose with
Skyline College Alumni Virginia Rosales and Sonia Cleary-Goodwin
Photo courtesy of MCPR Office
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The Premier Presenting Sponsor of the Breakfast, Tom Bauer, if the
SMCCCD Auxiliary Services and Enterprise Operations presented
a check for $25,000 to Skyline College President Stroud. The
$25,000 gift from the SMCCCD Auxiliary Services and Enterprise
Operations was made possible by the team of classified and student
staff at the Skyline College bookstore, led by Kevin Chak and the
team at Sky Café, managed by Hugo Ramos and Rick McMahon of
Pacific Dining. Their team’s focus on providing exceptional service
to the students, staff and faculty of Skyline College has made this
gift possible.

Dancers of Guys and Dolls Production
Photo courtesy of MCPR Office

Mr. Bauer complimented the college and its leadership in its
support and concern for students as demonstrated by the
collaboration on the student calculator, clicker technology and
textbook rental program saving 7,373 students over $608,906 that
they would have had to pay had they not been able to participate in
the rental program.

President’s Innovation Fund (PIF) programs such as the Youth
Entrepreneurship Program, Sustainable Campus Initiative, and
College Lecture Series were highlighted in a video. Professor Linda
Whitten addressed the group and thanked them on behalf of the
faculty receiving PIF funds. Skyline College students Lloyd Peña,
Enactus VP, and José Luis Sanchez-Sosa, Associated Students of
Skyline College President, spoke as students affected by the PIF
programs.

Premier Presenting Sponsor, Tom Bauer, speaks with
Vice President Sarah Perkins
Photo courtesy of MCPR Office

Professor Linda Whitten/Students Lloyd Peña and
José Luis Sanchez-Sosa
Photo courtesy of MCPR Office
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President’s Council Chair, Jessica Evans closed the event out with
“the Ask” – and ask she did. Ms. Evans reminded the group of 300
strong that their gift makes the kind of creativity and innovation
where faculty and staff are encouraged to “Dream Out Loud”
possible. In a most gracious way, she implored those present
to think about how they can change the life of a student with a
contribution. Her request, along with sponsors pre and post event
contributions, resulted in the event raising more than $96,000 in
donations, sponsorships and pledges.

Chair Jessica Evans / PIF Recipients
Photo courtesy of MCPR Office

Dean Grubi and Irma Page of the South San Francisco Conference
Center.
Thank you to Stephani Scott, Carrie Ridge and Roxanne Brewer
and Jill Greenberg of the San Mateo County Community Colleges
Foundation, our partner in promoting student success through its
fundraising efforts to provide scholarships, programs and services
for students at Skyline College.
Thank you to the Skyline College Supporters ($250+), Skyline
Friends ($500+), President Circle Members ($1,000 +),
Innovation Patrons ($2,500), Skyline Shines Partners ($5,000+),
and Dream Out Loud Benefactors ($7,500). And, saving the best
for last, many thanks go out to our Premier Presenting Sponsor,
the SMCCCD Auxiliary Services and Enterprise Operations led by
Vice Chancellor Tom Bauer, for the amazing donation of $25,000!

Kappa Beta Delta Alpha Beta Chi Chapter
Spring Initiation

We thank all of the faculty, staff, administrators, students and
community members for attending and supporting Skyline College.
We owe a debt of gratitude to the team of President’s Council
Members, faculty, staff and students that played a part in pulling off
this successful event. Special thanks goes out to Jessica
Evans, Susan Brissenden-Smith, Teresa Proaño, Kirsten Pinochi,
Greg Cochran, Theresa Tentes, Linda Bertelloti, Bryan Besyni,
Golda Gacutan, Anjelica Gacutan, Sherrie Prasad, Cherie Napier,
Raul Guerra, Helen Heug, and Amber Steele.
Thanks to the Spring Musical Performers – Phoebe Jacinto, Monica
Fontaine, Lisa Olson, Nichole Palmer, Cierra Peel, Gabriela
Saucedo, Maile Wong and Angel Yaeger.
Thanks to the Men’s Baseball & Basketball and Women’s
Badminton, Basketball and Soccer teams– Brandon Berkovatz,
Clarrise Domingo, Matt Ennis, Jessica Garrett, Lance Montano,
Charissa Price, Kailey Rappaport, and AJ Santiago.
Thanks also go out to our in-Kind Donors – Ambius-Interior
Landscaping, Ron DeGrande, California Catering, Kingston Media,

Skyline College Chapter of Kappa Beta Delta held the spring
initiation on March 13, 2013 in the Veteran’s Hall on campus.
Initiates include: Rhonda Abrams, Daniel Alvarez, Nancy Rosario
Argarin, Eloisa Briones, Celia Canfield, Javier Carrillo, Jr., Elarnie
Dela Cruz, Jordan Dougherty, Evonne Everett, Maria FloreMartinez, Judith Garcia, William Kehoe, Kathleen Holmes,
Barbara Lamson, Jo-Anne Mahoney, Joleen McGrorey, Analisa
Pineda, Brande Porter, Laura Sandifer, Johanna Sy, and Irene
Wond-Ikeda.
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President Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud presented KBD Officers with
awards: Anthony Lew, Webmaster; Lloyd Pena, President; Monica
Diliberto, Vice President; Lori Fisher, staff advisor; and Gus
Andrade, Secretary-Treasurer.

AJ Gold Medal Awarded to ADMJ student
Nicole Polo

Skyline College Administration of Justice student Nicole Polo was
recently awarded the distinguished Administration of Justice Gold
Medal by the Administration of Justice Club and the
Administration of Justice Program for her achievements in
fulfilling the academic and community service requirements for
which the award is made. The Administration of Justice Gold
Medal is awarded to applying students who have successfully
completed the Administration of Justice Certificate Program, nine
courses totaling 27 units. To be considered for the award, students
must have achieved a minimum grade point average of 3.50 in
ADMJ and completed a minimum of 15 hours of approved
uncompensated community service, or a minimum grade point
average of 3.30 in ADMJ and completed a minimum of 30 hours
of approved uncompensated community service. Nicole exceeded
those minimum requirements with a 3.89 GPA and forty hours of
community service.
Nicole is the sixth student to be awarded the AJ Gold Medal since
its inception in Spring, 2012. Nicole was publicly honored by being
given the award in one of her ADMJ classes. The ADMJ Program
is eager award students, to impress upon them the importance of
academic achievement as well as the value of community service
for good citizenship. Congratulations for “a job well done”, Nicole!

Pictured left to right: Ashleigh Cheley, President of the
Administration of Justice Club; Nicole Polo, awardee; and
professor Steve Aurilio, AJ Program Coordinator.
Article by Steve Aurilio. Photos by Lea Palomar & Steve Aurilio.
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33rd Expanding Your Horizons Conference
Draws Over 900 Girls
On Saturday March 16th, over 900 girls enjoyed math and science
activities at Skyline College. For the 33rd year, The Skyline College
Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) conference provided an
opportunity for 6th through 12th grade young women to learn
about career opportunities in math, science and technology. The
day was enjoyed by over 950 girls who participated in 35
concurrent workshops filled with fun, hands on activities from a
wide array of disciplines. Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud welcomed
the girls and introduced the keynote speaker Jenny Ming, Charlotte
Russe CEO.
Ms. Ming shared how she
journeyed from studying
home economics to being the
CEO for a fashion company.
She emphasized the
sacrifices immigrants make
and how she was keenly
aware of the privilege it is to
get an American education.
She implored the girls to take
advantage of the available
opportunities to expand their
own horizons and to learn
what is in store for their
futures. Ms. Ming told them,
“All of you represent different
ages, backgrounds and ethnic
groups. You will go on to be doctors, lawyers, engineers and maybe
even fashion designers or graphic designers. Some of you will earn
degrees in science, business or art.”
Ms. Ming shared three lessons. First, value diversity and
embrace any differences you have. “Don’t let anyone tell you that
you can’t do it because you are a girl. Limits are only those that
you set for yourselves…”. Second, she told the girls to find their
passion, whatever they love. “If you love it, chances are you will be
really good at it.” She encouraged them to volunteer in different
fields in order to gain different perspectives and new ideas. Finally,
lesson number three is to have an interest outside of school making
one more balanced with a more interesting point of view. “It allows
you to be your whole self, your best self.”

Ms. Ming closed by reminding them that their life is a long-term
project and that the more facets of it they explored, the more ways
they stretch, the more interesting it will be. With the world before
all of them and all of its options, she reminded them that their lives
could be bigger than they ever imagined it could be.
In addition to presenters from Rambus, Kaiser Permanente, and
Aquarium of the Bay, teams of Skyline College students
representing Phi Theta Kappa, SACNAS, MESA, SHPE,
Respiratory Therapy and Heart Wrenchers led several workshops.
These students developed their hands-on activities with Chris
Case, Nick Kapp, Nancy Ruis, Ray Hernandez, Pat Carter, Sabrina
Lawrence-Gomez and Julia Johnson. Skyline College faculty and
staff presenting workshops included Carmen Velez, Sandra Hsu,
Carina Anttila-Suarez, Jo Silken, Alice Erskine, Melissa Michelitsch,
Shari Bookstaff, Anne Gearhart and Kylin Johnson. Skyline College
alumnae Dr. Anna Dneprov, Yvonne Malloy, Katrina Cheung, Lisa
Razon, Casey Fortier, and Camille Espiritu returned to present
workshops.
One 12th grader has been participating in EYH since 6th grade and
thinks “it’s great.” Several girls echoed the 6th grader who wrote
EYH is “Amazing.” And the 8th grader who “loved EYH.” One 7th
grader wrote “I learned about subjects I didn’t know anything about
and now I find them very interesting.”
One teacher wrote that her 49 Half Moon Bay students “are excited
about the kinds of careers they can have.” Another teacher wrote
that her Ravenswood students “can’t wait to come back next year.
None of them had ever done anything like this.” She added “it’s so
good to get them out of their small neighborhood.”
Soroptimist of North San Mateo County sponsored the program,
which was planned by AJ Bates, Don Biederman, Shari Bookstaff,
Pat Carter, Christine Case, Stephen Fredricks, Jon Freedman,
Mousa Ghanma, Ray Hernandez, Kylin Johnson, Julie Mooney,
Vanson Nguyen, Pat Tyler and Carmen Velez.
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Career Networking Night 2013 Connected
Students with Career Professionals
Our Spring Career Networking Night 2013 sponsored by the
Career Services Center was a success! Thirty career professionals
representing a variety career clusters in Engineering /Technology
Science, Arts/Communication, Business/ Office Administration,
Education/Human Services, Health/Medicine, and Law/Public
Service participated in this year’s event. The purpose of the Career
Networking Night was to inspire and encourage students to explore
a variety of career choices. Over one hundred and fifty students
attended the event with an opportunity to hear viewpoints from a
myriad of experienced professionals. This event engaged students
in exploring future career options. Our students’ response was
positive and enthusiastic, and the event itself was very energetic
and vibrant. “Pizza with Professionals” at the end of the evening
provided students opportunities to network with representatives
from the six corresponding career clusters.
The Skyline Career Services Center would like to extend our
sincerest appreciation to our many visiting professionals, student
volunteers, staff and faculty who contributed hours of energy, our
gratitude. When we work together in this way we forge an even
stronger partnership and become a more transformed community.
Article by Virginia Padrón.

Communication Differences between Genders:
A presentation by Dr. Lori Luft,
Clinical Psychologist

How should we communicate? How do you communicate? Are
you listening to me?
These are some of the questions asked and discussed during a lively
conversation on Friday, March 15, 2013. Dr. Luft gave an
insightful perspective of communication differences between
genders through providing historical data, facilitations questions
from the audience and even role playing in vignettes.
Dr. Luft is a clinical psychologist who has been in private practice
in San Mateo for over twenty five years. She treats adults and older
adolescents in both individual and couples therapy. A graduate of
Pacific Graduate School of Psychology, she completed a
postdoctoral internship at the Psychiatry Clinic of Stanford
University Medical Center. In addition to her clinical practice, Dr.
Luft has been involved in training both psychology graduate
students and psychiatry residents and is a popular speaker on
psychological topics of interest to the general public.
The Skyline College Health Choices Campaign, a joint
collaboration between Enrollment Services, Health Services and
Psychological Services, sponsor this presentation.
Article by Dr. John Mosby.

Skyline College Students Tour UC Davis
On March 15, 2013, over 60 Skyline College students attended UC
Davis‘s annual Discover UC Davis Tour for Transfer Students.
Students attended a general session as well as workshops on
disciplines and majors and transfer tips. Students also had the
choice of attending different information sessions covering topics
such as financial aid and scholarships, pre-health advising,
undergraduate research, education abroad and the Transfer Reentry
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Veterans Center. Finally, students attended an engaging student
panel, toured the campus and participated in an academic and
services fair.
Students from the TRiO program, the Puente Program and others
attended the tour. For many students it was their first time
attending a UC campus. Visiting campuses is a great way for
students to learn about transfer opportunities and envision their
future after they transfer.
In the words of Skyline College students, when asked what they
learned most: I learned… “what more I can do to transfer besides
getting good grades and volunteer work.” I learned… “about
majors provided and the T.A.G. Agreement.” I learned…”that
transferring isn’t as easy as it seems. It takes hard work and
dedication.”
The Skyline College Transfer Center coordinated the Discover UC
Davis Tour through collaboration with the UC Davis’ Transfer
Opportunity Program. In addition to providing an annual tour, the
program provides a representative on campus, Tracy King, who is
in the Transfer Center every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Middle School Outreach Project

South San Francisco, the Middle School Outreach Project was created
to expose middle school students to college and careers at a young age.
In addition, it provided information to parents in an effort to foster and
support their development as educational advocates for their child.
As part of the project, Skyline College counselors facilitated a series of
bi-weekly educational and career-related workshop at Parkway Heights
Middle School throughout the months of February and March, 2013.
Thirty-one middle school students participated in these
workshops and learned about Goal Setting, Motivation, College
Preparedness, and Career Planning. Students were very engaged and
highly inquisitive!
In addition, we hosted Parent Night at Parkway Heights Middle School
on Thursday, March 21, 2013. Over twenty-five parents attended the
event and received important information about high school requirements, the various systems of higher education in California, financial
aid and the process to apply for it.
Lastly, on Tuesday, March 26, 2013, we hosted the first Middle School
Outreach Conference at Skyline College for our thirty-one participating
middle school students and Parkway Heights staff. At the conference,
students heard first-year Skyline College students speak about their high
school and college experiences. They toured the campus, learned about
different programs and student clubs, and visited various CTE labs,
including Respiratory Therapy, Surgical Tech, and Auto Tech.
Furthermore, they had the opportunity to experience a college class
firsthand!
The Middle School Outreach Project was a tremendous success, which
served to instill motivation and the desire to attend college among
participants. In their own words:
◆
◆
◆

Funded by the President’s Innovation Fund and in collaboration
with the President’s Council and Parkway Heights Middle School in

“I think this should happen more often.” E.N.
“I’m excited for college.” D.C.
“You should bring more schools to inspire more students.” G.T.

I would like to thank Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, Dr. Joi Blake, the
President’s Council, especially Mrs. Teresa Proaño and Mr. Steve
Martinez, our partners at Parkway Heights Middle School, and the
Middle School Outreach Planning Team (Nohel Corral, Dr. John Mosby,
Nate Nevado, Lorraine DeMello, Lavinia Zanassi, Suzanne Poma, Kent
Gomez, Jocelyn Vila, and Melanie Espinueva) for their support. Thank
you to Skyline College Bookstore and Rock the School Bells for their
kind donations.
Article by Jessica Lopez. Photos by Yeni Galvez and Ira Lau.
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Skyline College Students
on All-California Academic Team
Two Skyline College Political Science majors were selected for the
All-California Academic Team. These 4.0-students were honored at the
California Community College League Award Luncheon in March.
Sarah Kay

Sarah is originally from San
Francisco and is president of
the Skyline College Honors
Club, program assistant for the
Honors Transfer Program, and
a member of the Beta Theta
Omicron chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa. Sarah volunteers at her
church as a day camp counselor
and for various campus activities. She has been on the Dean’s
List since her first semester at
Skyline College and has
maintained a 4.0 grade point
average. Sarah is planning on
transferring to a four-year
university this coming fall as
a Political Science major with
an emphasis in Comparative
Politics. She hopes to continue her education at law school in order to
practice civil law in California.
Thomas Kroner
Thomas was born and raised in
San Francisco where he
graduated from Lowell High
School. He is currently finishing
his sophomore season on the
Skyline College basketball team.
Thomas enjoys developing his
on-court skills in his spare time.
Thomas will transfer as a
Political Science or
Government major ideally to
UCLA or Georgetown. His
interest in political issues started

after a service trip to help rebuild New Orleans. He eventually
would like to work for the government to promote positive change.
At Skyline College, Thomas is a member of the Honors Transfer
program as well as Phi Theta Kappa. His service includes tutoring
fellow teammates during their study halls, volunteering at the San
Francisco Food Bank and helping with Interfaith Homeless Shelter
Meals. Thomas is tremendously honored to be recognized to the
All-California team and plans to use this recognition as a catalyst
towards his academic goals.
Article by Dr. Christine Case

Goodwill Graduation

(From left to right): Alpha Lewis (Warehouse Academy Instructor),
John Myladiyil Skariah, Don Carlson (Skyline College Dean of
Business Department), Jermonte Reed, Melvin Washington, Paul Tan
(Goodwill Manager of Participant Development), Ronnie Gravino
(Goodwill Director of People Development), Gary Grellman (Interim
San Francisco Goodwill CEO), Andrew Videau, Robert Posey, Kevin
Hawthorne, Fred Copeland, and Gabriel Ruiz.
Photo Courtesy of Dean Don Carlson

Goodwill Industries celebrated their graduation on Friday, March
22nd and presented Skyline College Warehousing Certificates at
their San Francisco headquarters. Dean Don Carlson and Alpha
Lewis, Warehousing Instructor presented the certificates to our
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Spring 2013 cohort. Skyline College’s Business Division and Workforce
Development partnership with Goodwill Industries awards certificates
in Warehousing to students wishing to reenter the workforce. For
many of the Goodwill students, this is their first time entering a
college environment.
As a result of the partnership, past graduates have enrolled in Skyline
College full time in the Career Advancement Academies in the Auto
Entry-Level Program. Career Advancement Academies (CAA)
provides stackable certificates in Auto Entry Level Technician and
Allied Health (EMT, Medical Office Assistant, Surgical Tech and
Sterile Processing) and Early Childhood Education. For more
information about Career Advancement Academies or our Goodwill
Partnership, contact, Soledad McCarthy, mccarthys@smccd.edu
Article by Soledad McCarthy.

Financial Aid Awareness
Values Student Success
On Monday, March 18, 2013 the Financial Aid Office hosted their
Spring 2013 Financial Aid Awareness Event in the Quad. Financial
Aid Awareness week serves as a reminder that there is still time to
apply for financial aid. During the March 18 tabling event, students
were asked to complete a survey regarding the Financial Aid Office’s
Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy (SAP). For many students who
receive financial aid, the SAP Policy is one of the most challenging
policies for students to understand. To help students better understand the SAP Policy the Financial Aid Office staff provides one-onone assistance, as well as, SAP Workshops throughout the semester.
As a thank you for completing the survey, students were treated to
fresh popped kettle corn by Peter’s Kettle Corn.

Over 400 students attended the event and a submitted a survey. The
Financial Aid Office values students’ opinions. The Financial Aid
Office is always open to hearing suggestions on how they can better
assist students in not only maintaining financial aid eligibility, but
also how they can help their student’s achieve academic success. For
more information about the Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
policy, please visit: http://www.skylinecollege.edu/financialaid/satisfactoryacademicprogress.php and for a list of upcoming SAP
Workshops visit: http://www.skylinecollege.edu/financialaid/events.
php. For a video of the event, please visit: Financial Aid Awareness
Event - Spring 2013
Photos and article by Jocelyn Vila.

