
President’s Report to the Board of Trustees
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud

Latino History Month  
& the 25th

 Anniversary of Earthbook

Earthbook
In Skyline College’s ongoing commitment to prepare students 
to be culturally sensitive members of the community, critical 
thinkers, and socially responsible lifelong learners and informed 
participants of a democracy in an increasingly global society,  
Skyline College is celebrating the 25th anniversary of Juana Alicia’s  
mural, Earthbook, located at the entrance of building 2.

Sponsored by Skyline College, The Learning Center/TRiO, Puente, the Bookstore, Associated Students of Skyline College, and the Center for Student Life and Leadership Development.

Join world renowned muralist, Juana Alicia, in discussion with historian and poet, Dr. Naomi Quiñonez, 
as well as poet Leticia Hernandez, music performance by Cascada de Flores, and food from El Metate.

Join us for lunch with
Poets • Historians • Music

Earthbook EVENT DETAILS
Building 6, Rooms 6202-6 
October 16, 2012
12 noon - 2 p.m.

Where:
When:

Earthbook by Juana Alicia

October 16th, 2012 • 12 noon - 2 p.m. • Building 6, Rooms 6202-6
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President’s Report to the Board of Trustees
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud

A CALL TO CONSCIOUSNESS
Upcoming Lecture Series Schedule

October 25th:
Dr. Pamela Cox Otto, 
Multigenerational 
Communications Expert
Dr. Cox Otto is the Chief Executive Office  
for Interact Communication, Inc. 

November 16th:
Dr. J. Stephen Morrison, 
Senior Vice President/Director 
for the Center on Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS) and
 global health policy
The Center seeks to advance a long-term strategic 
U.S. approach to global health, cultivate new 
global health champions, enrich our understand-
ing of the security and foreign policy dimensions 
of global health, and link Washington-based work 
to emerging policy expertise in key developing 
and middle income countries.

November 30th:
Natasha Tretheway, 
U.S. Poet Laureate 2012, 
Pulitzer Prize Winner 2007 
Ms. Tretheway is a United States Poet Laureate, 
Consultant of Poetry and a Charles Howard 
Candler Professor of English and Creative 
Writing at Emory University.

Fall 2012 Lecture Series – Save The Dates!

The Fall 2012 Lecture Series presented by the Associated Students of Skyline College and sponsored by 
the President’s Innovation Fund brings to campus world renowned experts in politics, communications, 
global health and the arts. All lectures are free to attend and open to faculty, staff, students and the 
community. 

The next Fall Lecture Series featuring Dr. Pamela Cox Otto will take place Thursday, October 25, 2012 at 
11:00 a.m. in Building 6, Room 6202. Dr. Cox Otto, Chief Executive Officer at Interact Communication, 
will be speaking on Generational Communication. She is a highly skilled, brilliant strategist with a wild 
sense of humor with a wealth of experience in marketing community colleges.



Library Adds Second Video Database 
Plus Many New eBooks

Following the popularity of our Films On 
Demand database (provides instant access 
to thousands of videos from sources such as 
PBS, BBC, CNBC, Films for the Humanities 
& Sciences, Scientific American and much 
more), Skyline College Library has added a 
second video database to provide an even 
greater selection of videos to choose from. 
Academic Video Online, provides online 
access to more than 20,000 video titles in a 
wide range of academic subject areas as shown 
on the database’s search page, at right.

Videos in either database can be viewed at any 
time from any computer. A PLS library card is 
required to login. Instructors can also select 
sections of videos to assign for student viewing. 
The databases may additionally be accessed 
from the Skyline Library Databases page. The 
library also has been increasing the number of 
eBooks in our collections. To begin to explore 
eBooks that may be relevant for your classes, we 
recommend that you try searching our eBook 
Academic Collection database, which provides 
a large selection of multidisciplinary eBook titles 
representing a broad range Overdrive Digital 
Books, Safari Tech Books and PLS Digital Book 
Library. For more information, see the Skyline 
Library eBooks page or call a Skyline librarian 
at x4312.
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example search

Skyline College Study Abroad in China 
December 26, 2012-January 9, 2013

Skyline College Asian Studies Center will host another Study Abroad in China program 
from December 26, 2012 through January 9, 2013. This program will focus on various 
dimensions of the Chinese language, culture, and business practice. The study venture will 
provide a life-changing personal and business experience for participants. 

Hui X. Pate, Ph.D, Professor of Business  
with students on the Great Wall of China.



The CITD secured a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Grand Bassa 
Community College in Buchanan, Liberia. 
Liberia is one of many emerging markets in 
the world targeted by the CITD as an area 
with potential for partnerships. Dr. Levi 
Zangai, President of Grand Bassa Community 
College has indicated interest and enthusiasm 
in leveraging Skyline College’s expertise 
in Solar Energy, Automotive (particularly 
women in Automotive), Early Childhood 
Education and Cosmetology. The partnership, 
in its early stages of implementation, will 
include study abroad opportunities for 
Skyline College students, reciprocal training 
opportunities for faculty and an increased 
number of international students, all assisting 
the college in globalizing its campus and 
curriculum.

The Liberian Embassy and Liberian Senate 
is aware of the partnership between Skyline 
College and the embassy called to thank 
Richard Soyombo and the CITD for their 

commitment to educating Liberians.
Recent meetings were held with CITD, the 
Liberian Senate President, Senator Finley 
and executives at Chevron to discuss a 
partnership. Chevron has made a verbal 
commitment to financially support the 
partnership to provide the instruction 
at Skyline College to train the Liberian 
workforce of the future.

These accomplishments would not have 
been possible without the vision of Senator 
Finley, the Senate President of Liberia 
and Dr. Zangai, President of Grand Bassa 
Community College, the support of Dr. 
Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline 
College and the hard work of Richard 
Soyombo and the CITD staff.

This partnership furthers Skyline College’s 
mission of empowering a global community 
of learners by leaps and bounds!
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On Tuesday, October 16, 2012, the college 
proudly celebrated Latino History Month 
and the 25th anniversary of Earthbook, the 
Skyline College mural painted 25 years ago 
by Bay Area’s world renowned artist and 
muralist, Juana Alicia.

To celebrate this historic event, Skyline 
College, TRiO, the Associated Students 
of Skyline College, the Center for Student 
Life and Leadership Development, and the 
Bookstore hosted a discussion of Juana Alicia’s 
work and how it exemplifies the values and 
aspirations that Skyline College holds dear 
– inspiring a global and diverse community 
of learners to achieve intellectual, cultural, 
social, economic and personal fulfillment. 

Historian and poet Dr. Naomi Quiñonez, 
poet Leticia Hernandez, and musical group 
Cascada de Flores participated in the event. 

This event is sponsored by Skyline College, 
TRiO, Associated Students of Skyline College, 
the Center for Student Life and Leadership 
Development, Puente, and the Bookstore.

CITD Secures Memorandum of Understanding  
with Grand Bassa Community College in Liberia

Dr. Naomi Quiñonez, Historian and poet;  
Juana Alicia, artist and muralist;  
and Leticia Hernandez, poet.

25th Anniversary of Earthbook 
& Latino History Month Celebrations

left: Leticia Hernandez, poet.



CITD Leads Green Construction 
Trade Mission to Brazil 

Skyline College Center for International Trade 
Development (CITD) recently concluded a 
Green Construction Trade Mission comprised 
of eight companies from across California 
to Brazil. While in Brazil, the companies 
participated/attended the GreenBuilding Brasil 
2012 Trade Show and Conference in Sao Paulo. 

The Conference/Trade Show: “GreenBuilding 
Brasil” is the largest Green Construction trade 
show/conference in Latin America. Brazil 
represents the largest market potential to US/
CA companies due to the fact that the country 
will be hosting both the World Cup in 2014 
and the Summer Olympics in 2016.

The principal objective of the Trade Mission was 
to introduce California companies to business 
opportunities in Brazil and subsequently to 
the MERCOSUL market comprised of Brazil, 
Chile, Argentina and Uruguay. As part of the 
Trade Mission, the companies met one-on-one 
with several Brazilian companies in both Sao 
Paulo and Rio-de-Janeiro.
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Juana Alicia, Artist and Muralist. Juana Alicia and Nohel Corral unveiling the repainted mural. Kevin Chak, Bookstore Manager with prize winner!

Cascada de Flores, traditional musicians.
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Accreditation Update

Writing Teams are busy working on Draft 1.1 
of the 2013 Institutional Self Evaluation which 
is due on October 31, 2012. Co-chairs Donna 
Bestock and Christine Roumbanis met with 
the standard co-chairs on Friday, October 
5, 2012 to help customize feedback for each 
subcommittee. Each of the subcommittee 
chairs has gone back to their committee 
writers with guidance on making revisions to 
Draft 1.0. Writers should review the correct 
wording of the current standard, look at the 
themes document to incorporate themes in 
their document, look at the questions for each 
standard, and look at the evidence over the last 
six years. 

For assistance or questions, please contact 
Co-chairs Donna Bestock or Christine 
Roumbanis. Christine Roumbanis is available 
Monday through Thursday from 12:00-2:00 
p.m. in the Accreditation Resource Room in 
Building 5, Room 5133.

We truly appreciate all your hard work.  
Skyline Shines!

First Accreditation Open Forum  
is a Massive Success!

The Accreditation Open Forum held on 
October 4, 2012 was a massive success. Over 
50 Skyline College students, faculty, staff 
and administration participated in a lively 
discussion. There was excellent feedback and 
sharing of ideas which will be incorporated 
into the accreditation self-evaluation.

Thank you to everyone who attended and 
participated in the dialogue. We will definitely 
use your helpful input. We look forward to the 
next Accreditation Open Forum and showing 
the Accreditation Committee how Skyline 
College really does Shine.

President’s Council Kicks off 
Peninsula Success Summit  
Planning Session

The Skyline College President’s Council is 
looking forward to hosting a Peninsula Success 
Summit that invites community, civic, political 
and non-profit leaders to convene and develop 
an action agenda for addressing issues in the 
county with attention to the north portion of 
the county. The Summit will explore: (1) ways 
in which the educational institutions can meet 
the needs of north county business and civic 
communities, (2) ideas for resolving issues 
in north county and (3) ways to highlight 
innovation and creativity in the county.

 
 
 
President’s Council Chair Jessica Evans and 
Director of Marketing and Public Relations, 
Cherie Napier facilitated the brainstorming 
session. Afterwards participants were invited to 
the President’s Suite for light hors d’oeuvres and 
beverages. 

The Success Summit will be held at Skyline 
college next fall and is sure to identify an agenda 
upon which the President’s Council will act and 
pursue resolutions. Examples of such issues 
include jobs, health care, transportation and 
community connection. 

Success Summit planning session.

Success Summit planning session.
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Skyline College’s Transfer Center Hosts  
First Transfer Conference for Skyline College Students

On Saturday, September 29th, 2012 the Skyline College’s Transfer Center hosted its’ first-ever 
Transfer Conference for Skyline College students. The event was planned in collaboration 
with staff from many of Skyline Colleges’ programs, Counseling and Transfer Center Staff. 
Over 80 students attended the event- an outstanding turnout, especially for a first time event! 

As part of Skyline College’s goal to increase the transfer rate of students to 4 year universities, 
the conference was designed to give students an overview of what is needed in the transfer 
planning process by introducing them to 3 key components to transfer: knowing their career 
or major path, knowing what transfer resources they can access to reach their transfer goals 
and knowing how to pay for their 4 year education and beyond. In addition to workshops 
facilitated on these topics, the program included a student panel of four former Skyline 
College students who have either graduated and transferred or graduated, transferred and are 
working in their field of interest. There was 
also a panel of university representatives who 
were able to discuss the different public and 
private university systems. 

During the lunch hour, the Conference 
offered a resource fair, which included 4-year 
University representatives, representatives 
from Skyline College student organizations, 
programs and services and a representative 
from an outside community resource 
organization.

Art Professor Tiffany Schmierer’s 
Sculptures Featured in CAA

From September 14 - 16, 2012, Tiffany Schmierer 
participated in the 2012 Ceramics Annual of 
America at the Fort Mason Festival Pavilion. A 
juried exhibition and art fair, the CAA is entirely 
focused on ceramic art in America and highlights 
the diversity of contemporary ceramics from 
around the world, including works from China, 
Korea, Mexico, Australia and Italy. The only 
event of its kind in the United States, it provides 
a venue for the top regional and international 
artists working in the clay medium to show their 
work to a broader audience of collectors and foster 
dialogue between art aficionados and makers of 
ceramic sculpture.

Tiffany Schmierer, Art Professor

The Disability Resource Center  
Kicks Off Disability Awareness Month

The Disability Resource Center kicked off disABILITY! ACHIEVE!, 
a month long series of events for disability awareness month, with a 
low vision simulation in the quad. Students, faculty, and staff were 
encouraged to try on various goggles that replicated types of low 
vision. DRC also provided donuts and coffee along with information 
about techniques used by sighted guides.

Student panel of four former Skyline College students.

Transfer Center staff, Outreach Ambassadors 
and student volunteers.
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Sustainability Ambassador Network 
Kick Off 

The Sustainability Ambassador Network Kick Off 
meeting held on October 11, 2012 was a success 
with faculty, staff, and student leaders gathering to 
hear about the good environmental work already 
in progress at Skyline College, and discuss ways to 
take action for positive environmental change 
on campus. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
dialogue, which centered around the District-
wide Sustainability Assessment and Plan as well as 
brainstorming projects we want to see on campus. 
There is still plenty of opportunity to get involved – 
the next meeting will be held on Monday, October 
29, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. Contact Anjana Richards 
richardsa@smccd.edu, Sabrina Lawrence-Gomez 
lawrencegomezs@smccd.edu or Briana McCarthy 
mccarthybriana@smccd.edu for more information.

The Skyline View  
Wins Journalism Awards

The Skyline View won General Excellence for both 
its print and online versions at this year’s Journalism 
Association of Community Colleges NorCal 
Conference. The 13 Skyline College journalism 
students who attended the day-long event held 
September 22, 2012 at Cal State Sacramento 
had a chance to attend workshops by industry 
professionals and hear keynote speaker California 
Watch’s Corey G. Johnson talk about investigative 
reporting. In addition to the networking and skill 
building opportunities, the students had a chance 
to compete in on-the-spot contests, with Chris 
Korp taking first place for copy editing. In the mail-
in category, Joe Barrack—currently interning for 
Comcast SportsNet Bay Area—cleaned up, earning 
second place for inside page layout, third place for 
front page layout, honorable mention for profile 
feature story, and honorable mention for sports 
game story. Daniel Beckman won fourth place for 
inside page layout, with Rich Estrada and Daniel 
Chee garnering honorable mentions in sports game 
story and sports game photo respectively. The staff 
also won honorable mention for editorial writing.

Congratulations to The Skyline View!

Transfer Conference 2012

Flyer for the 1st Sustainability Ambassador Network meeting.


