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English Language Institute Hosts Another
Successful ESL Registration Day
By now, the ELI’s ESL Registration Days have become quite a tradition to which we look forward with great anticipation! This semester’s event was held on November 3, 2012, and it drew forty participants from the community, all seeking to better their English for
academic and vocational purposes. Twenty ESL student volunteers
helped these new people apply, take the placement test, get an orientation, and talk to representatives from financial aid and SparkPoint
at Skyline College to learn about services.
Thanks to SparkPoint’s support and cooperation between Rick Wallace and Dr. John Mosby, the day was well-staffed. Garry Nicol and
Leigh Anne Shaw of ESOL directed the day’s events; Jessica Lopez and
Kenny Gonzalez advised and oriented students; Andy Davis Goldie
Lee and placement center staff took care of testing; and Minerva Velasquez and Adriana Armas helped out with generating G-numbers
for the new students. Martina Center and Kristina Brower took care
of the kids at the Child Development Center so that their parents
could participate, and Dave Jorgenson was on hand to ensure the
computers operated smoothly. Amber Wolak coordinated the entire
day and her hard work was evident in the seamless sequencing of
events. Kenny Gonzalez is now meeting with all of these students in
one-on-one appointments to help them start their educational journey at Skyline College.
The ELI wishes to thank Nohel Corral and the Learning Center staff
for the use of the Learning Center, which is the perfect first stop
for any new Skyline College student. Thanks also go to dean Mary
Gutiérrez, Dr. Sarah Perkins, and Cherie Napier for their support of
the ELI’s recruitment efforts. The next ESL Registration Day will be
held in Spring of 2013.

Fall Event Hosted by the
Students and Parents Association
for Children’s Enrichment (S.P.A.C.E.)

On October 19, 2012, the Students and Parents Association for Children’s Enrichment hosted a pumpkin patch field trip for the children, their families, and staff at Skyline College’s Early Learning and
Child Development Center. S.P.A.C.E. sponsors a couple of events
for the Child Development Center each year.
The children attending the field trip were treated to pony rides, feeding farm animals, train and tractor rides, a blow-up bouncy house, a
hay maze, and an all-around good time!

TRiO Participates in 7th Annual
Community College Transfer Day at SFSU
On Wednesday, November 7, 2012, the TRiO program participated
in the 7th annual Community College Transfer Day, an event hosted
at San Francisco State University by Project Connect. Other participants included the TRiO programs at Cañada College, City College
of San Francisco, and San Jose City College.
The event is designed to expose community college students from
around the Bay Area to SFSU’s programs and resources as well as
campus life. Throughout the day, students had an opportunity to
network with faculty, staff, and SFSU students.
During the event, students attended a series of workshops to learn
more about various resources on campus, including Financial Aid,
EOPS, and the Study Abroad program. Additional workshops covered SFSU admissions requirements and important transfer tips.
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Students also heard a panel of recent transfer students share their
personal experiences at the university level.

ments from Hamlet, African folk tales, and classical mythology to
depict the coming-of-age story of Simba the lion.

The event ended with a campus tour of the university where students
learned in about SFSU’s academic departments and its rich history.
It was a great success, which helped promote the goal of transferring
to a four-year university among TRiO students!

As part of his journey, Simba must understand that each living organism is connected to one another—and as a result, will find its
place in the “Circle of Life.” Our TRiO students were asked to reflect
on this notion and find their place in the Circle of Life.
This TRiO event was a tremendous success, which exposed TRiO
students to the magnificent music, language, costumes and culture
of South Africa.

TRiO Visits Stanford University
On Friday, November 9, 2012, over twenty-five TRiO students participated in a campus visit to Stanford University—the third and final visit of the Fall 2012 semester. During the day, students learned
about Stanford’s admissions process, programs of study, and the numerous resources available on campus.
The day began with a tour of the university, where TRiO students
had the opportunity to learn much about Stanford’s rich history, interesting facts, and student body.

TRiO at the Orpheum Theatre –
The Lion King Musical

Following the tour, TRiO students attended a presentation hosted by
the Diversity and First Gen Program to learn about resources available on campus for students of underrepresented backgrounds.

On Wednesday, November 14, 2012, the TRiO program sponsored
a visit to the Orpheum Theatre in downtown San Francisco to watch
Broadway’s landmark musical The Lion King! This cultural event was
very successful, with over twenty TRiO students in attendance.

In addition, TRiO students were present at the inauguration of Juana Alicia’s newest mural The Spiral Word: El Codex Estánfor at El
Centro Chicano at a student center on campus designed to support
Latino and Chicano students academically, personally, socially,
and culturally.

Along with spectacular visuals, dazzling costumes, and lively music,
The Lion King tells the story of a young lion cub’s journey to adulthood and acceptance of his role as king. The Lion King draws ele-

The campus visit to Stanford University was a tremendous success,
which served to promote the goal of transferring to a four-year university among TRiO students!
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Financial Aid Celebrates
National Scholarship Month

Fall Job Fair 2012, Skyline College Works

On Monday, November 5th, the Financial Aid office held a “Scholarship Social” to celebrate National Scholarship Month and to inform
students about scholarship opportunities. Students received free root
beer floats and were entered to win one of two $30 gift cards upon
completion of a scholarship quiz. Over 200 students participated in
the informational quiz and enjoyed root beer floats.

Skyline College Students Honored for
Academic Achievement
With friends and family in attendance, 67 Skyline College students
were inducted for the Fall 2012 semester into Beta Theta Omicron,
Skyline College’s chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.
Members must have a minimum GPA of 3.5 and 12 degree-applicable units. On November 2, the College of San Mateo chapter hosted the induction ceremony for new members of Phi Theta Kappa in
the SMCCCD. It is the tradition of our chapters to alternate years
for hosting the induction. Beta Theta Omicron President Irene Yim
welcomed new members and encouraged them to promote a commitment to complete college on their respective campuses.

The Skyline College Career Services Center hosted the Fall Job Fair
2012 on Wednesday, November 14, 2012, in the College Dining Hall.
Over 60 participating representatives from 30 Bay Area companies
currently hiring students for part-time and full-time employment
openings participated in this year’s event. Some of the companies
that were present included: Arbonne International, Cintas SSF,
IKEA, Office Depot Inc., Peet’s Coffee and Tea, PCC Logistics, See’s
Candies, San Francisco Police and Sheriff ’s Departments and Sears.
Our Fall Job Fair 2012 provided local industry reps, Skyline College
students, faculty and staff an opportunity to share information and
become more familiar with existing employment and training opportunities available in our community.

Skyline College Students Shine in Science
On November 8-11, 2012, four Skyline College students presented
their original scientific research at the Annual Biomedical Research
Conference for Minority Students (ABRCMS), which was held in
San Jose. Nearly 3,000 people attended the four-day ABRCMS, the
largest professional conference for the nation’s biomedical and behavioral sciences students. Over 1,000 undergraduates from across
the country presented their research. The following Skyline College
students presented research they conducted during the Spring and
Summer 2012 with Christine Case: Estella Gomez, Morgan Davis,
Irene Yim and Mary Tsang.
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busy giving free flu shots—over 50! Yraes Guerrero and Antoinette
Becerra were fantastic representing SparkPoint at Skyline College.
There were also many nonprofits educating our students and staff on
medical and support services in our community, such as Red Cross
and Planned Parenthood, to name a few. The Health Fair was well attended and supported by the Skyline College community. Thanks to
all who participated and attended the event and to those of you who
are planning on attending the next Health Fair on March 20, 2013.

(from left to right)
Estella Gomez. Ethnobotany: Saltgrass, Distichlis spicata,
Can Inhibit Bacterial Growth.
Morgan Davis. The Antimicrobial Properties of a Traditional
Medicinal Plant, Adenostoma fasciculatum.
Irene Yim. Antibacterial Activity of Cultivated and
Wild Basidiomycetes.
Mary Tsang. Antibacterial Activity Of Rhamnus californica,
An Ethnomedicinal Plant Historically Used By Native Americans.
All undergraduate student presentations were judged by active-researcher scientists, and students with the highest scores in each scientific discipline received prizes of $250 each. Skyline College student Irene Yim won the Microbiology Award.

Health Fair
Skyline College’s Student Health Center put on a great Health Fair
Wednesday, November 7, 2012, in the beautiful new Dining Hall with
raffle prizes donated by the Skyline College Book Store. There were 26
participants collaborating to make the event a success, they included
a variety of different practitioners such as chiropractors, acupuncturist and our own Skyline College massage therapy students giving free
chair messages. The cosmetology department students were pampering participants with free hand and arm massages and manicures.
The kinesiology department had a table staffed by Luke Borgo and
Diana Cushway who were helping Skyline College students realize
the importance of fitness and stress reduction. Dr. Nichols, who is
working in the Health Center two mornings a month, was testing
blood sugar levels and educating community members about diabetes. Sharon Bartels, the Health Centers Medical Director, was very
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Skyline College Shines at the
Bay Area Science Festival
On November 3, 2012, Skyline College students met early in the
morning for a science extravaganza at the Second Annual Bay Area
Science Festival, which took place at AT&T Park. The Festival was
a smashing success with 21,000 people participating in over 100+
events! Only a handful of community colleges participated, making
Skyline College shine.
A group of energetic students from SACNAS (Society for the Advancement of Chicanos & Native Americans in Science), SHPE (Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers), the Science and Research
Club, and general chemistry students from Skyline College hosted an
interactive booth, “Nutrition for YOU.” The students developed a series of hands-on activities to share information on the sugar content in
common drinks and healthy eating habits.
Many thanks to all of those who volunteered: Oscar Ceron, Daffne
Gonzalez, Thoe Sin, William Solano, Christina Rosalita, Aye Thwin,
Nicole Garza, Phyo Thein Htut, Maryam Khan, Maybel Cortes, Ristian Dale, Reema Eid, Imitiaz Ali, Zulfi Ali, Brian Sickinger, Ronnette Naungayan, Aimee Will, Noemi Lasat, Lloyd Pena, Crissy Pangan, Mighi Zhou, Alejandro Gallardo, Ma Shein, Deepika Chand,
Kyar Thin, Khin Ngunt, and Adriana Chavarri. The group was chaperoned by Carmen Velez and Stephen Fredricks. Special thanks to
MESA for sponsoring the event, and to Nick Kapp and Melissa Michelitsch who also attended.

The Association of Black Psychologists
International Conference
The Association of Black
Psychologists (ABPsi)
held their 44th Annual
International Convention on July 16, 2012, in
Los Angeles. This weeklong conference also
marked ABPsi’s 8th International Congress on
Licensure, Certification,
and Proficiency in Black
Psychology. The theme
for this year’s conference
was “African Centered/
Black Psychology: From
Root Causes To Sustainable Change.”
Attending this conference provided a wonderful educational experience that will directly benefit Skyline College students. This
conference offered several important workshops, all relevant to our
work with students here at the College. In addition to workshops,
the conference featured keynote speakers, guest panelists and general sessions covering a wide array of topics related to education,
practice, research and professional training.
ABPsi organizes a number of Mbongi (a Bantu Kikongo term meaning “learning place” or “common shelter”) assemblies designed to
gather together the best minds and practices, to accept responsibility for solving and resolving problems of the African community, in
addition to critiquing matters of concern, exposing the truth of our
reality as reflected in and represented by our spiritual, intellectual,
social and artistic memory and creations, and to uncover, correct
and utilize the core meaning and purpose of a people in the service
of human development and wellbeing. Consistent with the Bantu
philosophy, to take responsibility for the community meant to become responsible for lightening the weight of social and economic
problems of the people. Two of the Mbongi assemblies featured were
“School to Prison Pipeline” and “The War on Drugs is A War on Us.”
The “School to Prison Pipeline” assembly focused on the disturbing
national trend where children are funneled out of public schools and
into the juvenile and criminal justice systems rather than addressing issues of learning disabilities, homelessness, poverty and abuse/
neglect along with a host of other pivotal issues. This session was
moderated by Dr. Cheryl Grills, National President of ABPsi and included presentations from The Community Coalition, Youth Justice
Coalition, Cadre and The Advancement Project.
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The convention also provided an outstanding educational program,
which included CEUs and general professional development opportunities for attendees. Following are some of the workshops:
· The Road Less Traveled: Supporting Black Students in
Higher Education
· Confronting Hegemonic Eurocentrism in Psychology
Departments: A Case Study
· Academic and Athletic Performance of African American Males:
A Call To Action
· Ubuntu Psychology: Applications of an African-Centered
Therapy Model
· NTU Psychotherapy and Healing: a Personalization Approach
· Town Hall Meeting on Family Violence: Barriers to Sustaining
Black Families
· DSM V Conversation Hour: Updates and Challenges
In addition to these wonderful workshops and presentations, there
was also an annual Student Circle “Enstoolment” Luncheon which
was a rich experience full of ritual and symbolism, as well as a special
showing of Actor/Producer Bill Duke’s new film “Dark Girls”—a truly a powerful film.

Roadtrip Nation 2012, Social Networkers 101
Career Counselors Indie Roadtrip
Four Community College Career Counselors—Virginia Padron,
Lavinia Zanassi, Eileen O’Brien and Lorraine DeMello, representing Skyline College and College of San Mateo—came together this
summer with a common purpose: to learn first-hand about social
media innovators and entrepreneurs in the Bay Area who have defined their own life paths. As representatives of the State Chancellor’s
Community College Career Development Advisory Committee,
they represent more than 1.25 million community college students
and educators in Northern California.
Given the nature of their work as counselors and our proximity to the
epicenter of social media/entrepreneurial companies, this group recognizes that a unique opportunity exists. Social media has dramatically impacted the lives of our students and likewise, the lives of educators. They decided to take their own advice and seek out this dynamic
industry’s pioneers in an effort to learn about them as people.

During this journey, they interviewed and videotaped conversations
with over 12 social media leaders to chronicle their personal motivations, challenges and life-defining events encountered along the
way. They wanted to hear about how these leaders have followed
their own aspirations in life and used them as a guide to pave their
own roads. By bringing these personal stories to light in partnership
with RoadTrip Nation (an educational non-profit and PBS series),
students will discover that career pathways are not linear, that there
are often detours and unexpected twists and turns that can lead to a
person’s lifework.
From these illuminating conversations which included over 100 hours
of video taped sessions with entrepreneurs from the San Francisco
Peninsula, a video clip was produced by Roadtrip Nation and was presented by all four counselors at The Northern Sacramento Counselor
Workshop Run Of Show.
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This Week’s Learning Center (TLC)
Tutor Spotlight
The Learning Center is proud to introduce the campus to our latest featured tutor, Miranda Wang. Miranda is a popular tutor who is friendly and always excited about helping Skyline College students. You can
find her in the TLC during the mid-mornings to early afternoons on
Wednesdays and Fridays.

Miranda Wang

Accreditation Update
Our 2013 Institutional Self Evaluation will be based on the
most current information we have. A good example of this
is the Community College Survey of Student Engagement
(CCSSE) recently completed by our students. The CCSSE Survey measures current student levels of engagement by asking
students about their college experiences. The results from the
survey are used to inform responses to the accreditation standards and for planning and improvement efforts.
Skyline College compared well to other colleges of similar size
in the Support for Learners score, indicating that students are
more likely to report they are satisfied with the level of support
given to them by the college to be successful in their education.
The finding for the Support for Learners benchmark category
is the only one greater than those from the two comparison
groups. We find we need to work in strengthening other areas
such as:
· Students are actively involved in their education and
collaborate with others to problem solve or master content
· Engagement in behavior that significantly contributes to
their learning
· Engagement in practices exemplifying academically
challenging work

Hi, my name is Miranda Wang. I was born in Taipei, Taiwan. I came
to the United States to study graphic design when I was 19. While
taking classes at City College of San Francisco, I found myself helping out in the Math Mentoring Program and realized that I had more
passion in learning math than graphic design. This was just the beginning of the journey to a teaching career.
I transferred to San Francisco State and got my BA in Mathematics.
I continued pursuing math in the master’s program at SFSU. While
there, I was able to teach Intermediate Algebra I and II. I enjoyed the
teaching experience very much—sharing what I have learned with others is a rewarding experience.
I started working at Skyline College’s Learning Center about three
semesters ago. I enjoy it here because of the strong working relationships with students and the welcoming atmosphere. The staff is
easy-going as well. Working here provides me an opportunity to help
others learning math, which is fulfilling.

· Interaction with instructors and/or advisors
Please read the CCSSE findings on the accreditation website
at www.skylinecollege.edu/accreditation/index.php under the
Resources link. The website is updated frequently, so please
return often to keep well-informed about accreditation developments and processes. We welcome your suggestions or comments about the accreditation process.

