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Skyline College Bookstore Adds Coffee Concession 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quite a bit of work has been taking place in Building 6 in the cafeteria servery area at Skyline College.  The 
College is very excited to announce that the Bookstore will be adding a yet to be named coffee concession that will 
be housed in the area of the cafeteria servery that has gone virtually unused since opening in 2007. Operating as 
a part of the Skyline College Bookstore using classified and student staff, the coffee concession will open for 
business at the beginning of the Spring 2012 semester. The contract for the current coffee vendor, KJ’s Coffee 
operating the Skyline College Coffee Company, expired in August 2011. Operating on a contract extension, KJ’s 
will complete their service to the District at the close of the fall semester. KJ’s Coffee has been a valued partner of 
the District and leaves with great appreciation for all of their efforts. 

 
The addition of the coffee concession as part of the Skyline College Bookstore operation completes what began in 
2008 with the opening of Pony Espresso at Cañada College. This was the first coffee concession opened and 
operated by bookstore classified and student staff.  It was so successful that the District duplicated that success 
opening PAWS for Coffee at College of San Mateo in April 2011. The last in the trio to open, the Skyline College 
concession has been designed taking into account what the District has learned at the other locations providing 
what it believes will be the best equipped of the three concessions Districtwide. The concession will be partnering 
with Starbucks Coffee as do the other two concessions in the District.  Although the concession will not carry 
everything that a standard retail Starbuck’s carries, it will carry many of the same drinks made the same way using 
the same ingredients as your local Starbucks.  In addition, the Skyline College concession will be partnering with 
Peninsula-based vendors to provide the pastries and food items that are also sold at CSM and Cañada College. 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 

December 14, 2011 
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The coffee concession at Skyline College will open to the public on the first day of classes in spring 2012. There 
will be an extensive training period beginning January 4, 2012 when Skyline College’s classified and student staff 
will learn how to use the equipment and prepare the menu items. The staffs from CSM and Cañada College 
Bookstores will be on hand to help with this transition. An e-mail will be sent to the Skyline College community in 
early January publicizing the menu and the pricing.  

 
The District is looking forward to opening the new concession this spring as it continues to provide exceptional and 
indispensable services to the Skyline College community. As always, we look forward to your feedback and 
suggestions.  Articled submitted by Tom Bauer. 
 
 

Skyline College Bookstore and the Children of the Child Development Center 
Wish Everyone a Happy Holiday Season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The winter holidays are on the way and the Skyline College Bookstore is creating festive displays to evoke the 
holiday spirit! Gifts, reindeer, sleds and giant bows create a holiday atmosphere as you enter the bookstore. If the 
beautiful displays inside weren’t enough, check out what’s created outside in the windows. Created by Skyline 
College Bookstore classified and student employees, the window displays include a white winter complete with two 
Christmas trees and a snowman. You will not be able to help but notice one window has a little more sparkle as 
you walk by. In the smaller of the two windows, the Bookstore staff has created something special with the help of 
some little artists from the Skyline College Child Development Center (CDC).  
 
For the third consecutive year, the talented children in the CDC use their imagination and art supplies donated by 
the Bookstore to create holiday ornaments. These very special, adorable ornaments are then delivered by the 
children to the Bookstore.  Bookstore employees put the ornaments on the Christmas tree, located in the 
Bookstore display window, for all of Skyline College to view and enjoy. Take a little extra time to look at the 
ornaments – not every snowman or penguin ornament is made the same, which makes them look that much more 
special.  
 
A special thank you goes out to Marta Cuellar of Skyline College Bookstore and Martina Center of the Skyline 
College CDC for their cooperation and help in developing and executing this wonderful idea and making holidays 
at Skyline College a little more special.  Article submitted by Tom Bauer / Photo courtesy of Amanda Bortoli. 
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SKYLINE SHINES 

 
Skyline College Receives 2011 College Innovator Award 
In ceremonies held November 3, 2011, in Des Moines, Iowa, Skyline College received 
an award from MDC on behalf of Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Center for Working 
Families (CWF) initiative.  SparkPoint at Skyline College is modeled on the CWF 
model.   
 
Colin Austin of MDC provided this information about the award.   
 
“The "2011 College Innovator Award" is awarded by MDC to recognize exemplary 
practices that increase student success.  This year Skyline College received the award 
for their groundbreaking efforts to establish the Center for Working Families approach 
through a SparkPoint Center and help low-income students receive income supports 
and financial services that help students stay in school and graduate.  Skyline College 
is also a leader in the Center for Working Families College Network, managed by MDC 
with support from the Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF).”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured (L-R) are Susan Gewirtz, AECF; Adolfo Leiva, Dr. William Watson, Dr. Regina Stanback-Stroud, Andrea 
Anyanwu, Julie Lamson, all from Skyline College; and Colin Austin from MDC.   
 

(Article submitted by William Watson - Photo by Dan Ivis) 
 
 

Dr. Chris Case Wins Bank of America Local Hero Award 
On November 8, Bank of America recognized Dr. Christine Case with the 2011 Local Hero 
Award. Chris advocates the importance of science education to society and works to help 
young people achieve science literacy. She has worked to foster awareness of science in 
girls through Expanding Your Horizons, which she and her SMT colleagues started 32 
years ago. The award recognizes loyalty and service to the local community. To help 
extend that service, the Bank of America Charitable Foundation contributed $5000 to 
Expanding Your Horizons. Pat Carter and Kylin Johnson attended the award ceremony to 
accept on behalf of Chris and Expanding Your Horizons.  Congratulations to Dr. Case. 
Article submitted by Don Biederman.  Photo taken from Faculty Web Page. 
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Performing Arts Showcase a Huge Success 
The Third Annual Performing Arts Showcase on November 
19, 2011 was an inspiring and joyful evening highlighting 
student talent.  With nineteen different acts including dance, 
instrumental and choral music, theatre and spoken word 
performances and over five hundred audience members 
packing the house, it was one of the most successful events 
that has taken place in the Skyline College Theater in the past 
few years.  This Showcase would not have been possible 
without the continuing support of the Skyline College 
President’s Innovation Fund that “provides seed money that 
encourages Skyline College's faculty and staff to dream out 
loud.”    
 
The goal of the Performing Arts Showcase has been to 
provide a professional production experience for our 
students.  In our modern media age, having experience in 
lighting and sound design, performance skills, teamwork and organizational planning are increasingly valued.  Our 
students go on to become professional artists and technicians, inspiring and uniting our community. 

 

Alan Ceccarelli’s talents as Theater Director were essential in making this show run smoothly as were Amber 
Steele’s deft coordination skills.  Jude Navari’s vocal students performed beautifully, both during their choral 
performance of the Gospel Magnificat and during the collaborations with the Skyline College Concert and Jazz 
Band and the Skyline College Dancers.  The new member of the PAS team, Zachary Bruno, directed the Concert 
Band, Jazz Band and Jazz Quintet, which all gave lively and inspiring performances, full of energy and spirit.  
Frank Markovich’s Guitar Ensembles played an original number and a song by Stevie Wonder, all talented and 
very professional. Katharine Harer’s creative writing students provided the spoken word performances, two of them 
in collaboration with live, student musicians.  
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These inspired, motivated writer/performers provided work that expands the dimensions of our variety show.  
Amber Steele’s dancers performed two exciting dance pieces in collaboration with the music department for our 
closing number, as well as performing two student-choreographed works.   Videos of the performances can be 
seen online: http://www.youtube.com/SkylineCollegeDance#p/a/u/1/TVStGXEHfHA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Article and photos by Amber Steele) 

 

 
CLASP, AACC and the Ford Foundation Visit Skyline College  
In response to a Letter of Inquiry about a $350,000 - $500,000 grant, Skyline College was selected to host a site 
visit from the Center for Law and Social Policy, (CLASP) the American Association of Community Colleges, 
(AACC) and the Ford Foundation to our campus on November 7, 2011. The site visit provided this national team 
with an opportunity to explore how Skyline College is working to connect financial aid recipients to public benefits 
to increase available resources and to consider whether the college will be invited to submit a grant application to 
take part in a national initiative to connect participants to public benefits. The Financial Aid Office and SparkPoint 
at Skyline College collaborate to ensure that students take advantage of all resources and services leading to 
educational achievement. Bundling traditional college resources such as financial aid with additional resources 
available through public benefits is central to the ongoing policy work that CLASP conducts. For more information 
about CLASP please view a brief video. 
 
A highlight of the site visit included presentations from Skyline College students Fadwa Mustafa and Shamika 
Wilson who impressively recounted how SparkPoint financial coaching and related services had supported their 
educational success. Thanks to the site visit team and additional faculty staff and partners who participated in the 
site visit including:  President -  Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud; Vice President, Instruction – Mike Williamson; Vice 
President, Student Services - Joe Madrigal; Dean of Research and Planning - Dr. Rob Johnstone; Dean of 
Counseling - Rick Wallace; Director of the SparkPoint Center – Dr. William Watson; Academic Senate Vice 
President, Professor Leigh Anne Shaw; Dean of Student Services and Programs, California Community Colleges 
Chancellor’s Office – Sarah Tyson; Director of Financial Aid - 
Regina Morrison; Research Analyst – Dr. David Ulate; 
Director of San Mateo County Works, San Mateo County 
Human Services Agency, John Joy.  

 
 

Pictured are: Chauncy Lennon, Ford Foundation; Shamika 
Wilson, Skyline College student, Abigail Newcomer, CLASP; 
Jean Petty, AACC; and Sarah Tyson, Dean of Student 
Services and Programs, California Community Colleges 
Chancellor’s Office 
 
Photo and Article submitted by William Watson

http://www.youtube.com/SkylineCollegeDance#p/a/u/1/TVStGXEHfHA
http://www.clasp.org/
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.fordfoundation.org/
http://vimeo.com/15058395
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PROGRAMS 
 

Skyline College Leadership Academy 
On October 19, 2011, the Skyline College Leadership Academy (SCLA) 
opened its doors to thirty-eight students. The program was established in 
the Fall semester of 2011 with a focus on cultivating and motivating 
students to become empowered, socially aware global citizens.  The 
SCLA is the first of its kind at Skyline College to bring students and 
communities together to discuss and explore leadership in unique and 
innovative ways. It was designed around the “Seven C’s”: A Social 
Change Model of Leadership Development including topics such as 
Consciousness of Self, Congruence, Commitment, Collaboration, 
Common Purpose, Controversy with Civility, and Citizenship—to facilitate 
student leadership development on the campus.  
 
This academy is structured as a two semester-long commitment and 
incorporates workshops with meaningful volunteer services to promote 
civic engagement 
in community and 

on campus. The SCLA is a Learning Center project in 
partnership with Divisions such as Math/ Science/ 
Technology, Language Arts, Counseling, Student 
Activities, and the Center for Student and Community 
Civic Engagement.  
 
We are excited to have very exceptional students who 
bring a variety of experience and potential. Also, we want 
to thank everyone for their interest and support in this 
program. The SCLA facilitators and staff are proud to be a 
part of students’ leadership journey as they strive to 
become one of the tomorrow’s global leaders. 
 
Article and Photos submitted by Olena Mykhaylichenko 

 
 
TRiO Takes the Ropes Course Challenge 
On Friday, November 4, 2011 approximately twenty TRiO students participated in a leadership development 

activity at Fort Miley in San Francisco. Throughout 
the afternoon, TRiO students engaged in multiple 
challenges, activities, and group work that ranged in 
level of difficulty.  Students were asked to challenge 
themselves and step beyond their comfort zone to 
push their limits physically, emotionally, and 
mentally.  
 
Through this fun, safe, and positive environment, 
TRiO students encouraged one another as they 
faced their fears and completed the various 
challenges designed to foster self-confidence and 
build leadership and communication skills. 
Furthermore, students worked together to build trust, 
support, cooperation, and promote a sense of 
community. 

 
The event was a tremendous success among TRiO students who walked away with greater confidence and with 
the realization that with the right support system, they can face their challenges and conquer their fears, just as 
they did at the Ropes Course.  Article and photo submitted by Jessica Lopez. 
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EOPS Students: Yes, You Can! 
On Friday, November 18, 2011 a dozen EOPS students 
participated in a fieldtrip to the University of California, 
Berkeley.  The group was welcomed by Gina Morris, UC 
Berkeley representative.  The day continued with a panel of 
three former Skyline College students who are now enrolled 
at UC Berkeley: Yamileth Verdin, Victor Diniz and Swesha 
Govil.  (Yamileth and Victor are also former Skyline College 
EOPS students).  Guillermo Alonzo, current EOPS Office 
Assistant and Berkeley alum, also provided encouragement.  
The afternoon concluded with a campus tour. 

 
 
 
This event empowered these EOPS students to take their 
dreams higher and reminded them that if former EOPS 
students could do it, then they can too!  This is a partial 
listing of Skyline College EOPS students who either are 
currently attending or recently graduated from the 
University of California, Berkeley:  Shahrzad Afghani, 
Seabrien Arata, Hoang Cao, Carmen Castro, Christelle 
Etienne, Denisse Gonzalez, Anthony Gracia, Barbara 
Hughes, Dennis Ivanchenko, Karen Kwong, Erika Maida, 
Leticia Mendoza, Gabriel Molieri, Sara Quinto and Win 
Tun.  Article submitted by Imelda Hermosillo and Jeffrey 
Acidera.  Photos submitted by Maira Delgado Laurens, 
EOPS Club Secretary. 

 
 

Fashion Merchandising Students Learning on Site at Hillsdale Mall 
Students from the “Creating a Personal Image” course in Skyline College’s Fashion Merchandising program went 
to Hillsdale Mall recently to participate in a personal image consultant shopping simulation with Professor Suzanne 
Newcome.  Students were asked to put together a professional work wardrobe for two male clients and three 
female clients of various backgrounds to match their lifestyles and image.  The instructor then reviewed the 
student’s work and made suggestions on how to optimize the situation to make a potential client happy.   Business 
Division Dean, Don Carlson also attended the field trip with the class, assisting in the process since he has a 
background in clothing retail.   
 
Having students work onsite in a department or specialty store for a classroom project is invaluable to their 
education.  This hand’s on experience makes the class interesting and exciting for the students and the instructor 
and greatly enhances student success.  Article and photos submitted by Don Carlson 
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Professor Nate Nevado Attends Hip-Hop Ed Center at NYU 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nate Nevado, shown at left in the photo below, had the honor of being invited to the first Hip-Hop Education Think 
Tank held at the Hip-Hop Education Center at New York University (NYU) on behalf of Skyline College’s Rock The 
School Bells.  He was among the 50+ scholars, artists, innovators, visionaries, educators, and administrators from 
areas such as the Bay Area, New York City, Minnesota, Canada, Germany, Alaska, and Russia, who had attended 
this conference to discuss strategies and best practices in which we can analyze and harness the skill sets, praxis, 
and philosophy of hip-hop to catapult students and teachers to higher levels of success within both primary, 
secondary, and institutions of higher education. 

 
More than 150 programs and schools, including Rock The 
School Bells at Skyline College, took part in a study that 
focused on hip-hop’s inherent value it has on education.  
These were derived on self-awareness, determination, and 
expression.  As stated in the study, true hip-hop education 
is founded on hip-hop pedagogy that procures alternative 
learning processes and multiple teaching and learning 
theories and praxis.   Many of the theories and methods 
used by many of these programs are aligned with theories 
rooted in Critical Pedagogy.   
 
You can view the entire report on  
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/hiphopeducation/ 
titled Re-Imagining Teaching and Learning: A Snapshot if 
Hip-Hop Education. 

 
Nate says, “I am proud to say that in my discussions 
with many of my hip-hop colleagues that Skyline 
College is the only community college in the United 
States, to date, that has a program or event dedicated 
to hip-hop education.  Many of the programs that use 
hip-hop pedagogies are found in high schools, 
universities, community-based organizations, 
afterschool programs, and non-profit organizations   I 
was deeply humbled by many colleagues who praised 
our work with Rock The School Bells.  We are looking 
at bringing some hip-hop educators from New York to 
share their work with our youth and students for Rock 
The School Bells 5 in 2012. “ 
 
Hip-hop is a global phenomenon, a universal language 
and lifestyle, that can be effectively used to create 
curriculum that promotes community activism, critical thinking, and creative expression.  Hip-hop education, rooted 

http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/hiphopeducation/
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in critical pedagogy, provides the catalyst to empower youth and students to have a voice and responsibility in their 
own education and ultimately, their future.  In a society where we are competing against Xbox, Facebook, and 
Twitter, we are constantly challenged to explore alternate ways in which we can reach and teach our students of 
today.  Hip-hop education is not meant to replace current educational pedagogies but to add to it. Hip-hop was 
born by a generation of youth and students who sought change in their own communities.  How can we use hip-
hop education effectively and align it with the ever-changing educational landscape? 
 
Nate says, “This conference reaffirmed the power and importance of hip-hop pedagogies illustrated by programs 
such as the High School of the Recording Arts also known as Hip-Hop High, Urban Science Education for the Hip-
Hop Generation, and Beats, Rhymes, and Life based out of Oakland, CA.  It also provided me with anticipated 
challenges such as funding, program effectiveness, and other institutional issues.” 
 
 

Science in Action at the Bay Area Science Festival 
On November 6, 2011, Skyline College students and faculty met early in the morning to begin a full day of 
activities with the First Annual Bay Area Science Festival, which took place at AT&T Park.  The 2011 Bay Area 
Science Festival was a smashing success with 70,000 people participating in over 100+ events!  Only a handful of 
community colleges participated at the event, making Skyline College shine. 
 
A group of energetic students from SACNAS, SHPE, the Environmental Club, and general chemistry students from 
Skyline College hosted a booth, “The Science of Glowing and Aftershock!”  Many thanks to all of those who 
volunteer:  Rebeca Belloso, Ellaine Talle, Brandy Wagner, Diana Cordero, Zorin Carlos, Phillip Cho, Patricia 
Portillo, Michael Murphy, Rachel Panganilan, Ma Shein, Jazmeng Bannang, Jenny Connors, Damien Leclerc, 
Amber Lincoln, Wynn Kwan, April Sherfy, Mae Calamucha, Jessica Jose, William Solano, Vince, Victor Zheng, 
and Victoria Mesa. The group was chaperone by Stephen Fredricks and Carmen Velez. 
 
Student feedback was very positive.  “I thought the science festival was a wonderful experience for us. I know that 
my peers and I truly found satisfaction and fulfillment in sparking interest in science and engineering for the 
children and families at the festival. At the park, we demonstrated a Shake Table that we built with SHPE club here 
at Skyline College for testing and experimenting with model designs against simulated seismic movement. We felt 
proud being able to go out there and show our chops to the Bay Area. Also, we were very happy showing families 
the principles of power generation and storage following Faraday's Law of Induction. It felt very good seeing both 
children and their parents’ were astonished and curious asking questions. I feel very fortunate that we were able to 
participate in such a community event advocating education,” said Phillip Cho, physics student from Skyline 
College.   
 
Special thanks to MESA for sponsoring the event.  AJ Bates and Ilka Koskelo also attended the event.   Article and 
photos submitted by Dr. Carmen Vélez.  For more pictures of the event visit the SACNAS Newsletter 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured here are (Left to Right): Stephen Fredricks, Brandy Wagner, Damien LeClerc, Amber Lincoln, Elaine 
Talle, Rebecca Belloso, Bardo Castro, Phillip Cho, and Professor Carmen Velez.  Photo taken by Damien LeClerc.  

http://skylinesacnas.createsend2.com/t/ViewEmail/j/24BBE1995D97D324/3A0D9755E68C82CE2540EF23F30FEDED
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Pictured above:  Nohel Corral, Jomuke Akin-Taylor, Nombuso 
Ndumo, Don Carlson and Pcyeta Jackson 
 
 

 

Center for International Trade Development Forms Partnership with South Africa 
At the invitation of the Center for 
International Trade Development (CITD), 
South African business leader, Nombuso 
Ndumo visited Skyline College on October 
20, 2011. Based in Durban, South Africa, 
Ms. Nombuso Ndumo is also renowned for 
her community work and leadership skills 
across the Kwa-Zulu Natal province of 
South Africa. 
 
CITD’s invitation of Ms. Ndumo was part of 
the African Diaspora Program at Skyline 
College and it provided an opportunity to 
further expose Skyline College to various 
international partnerships for program 
development.   

 
While at the college, Ms. Ndumo had 
profound discussions with various 
administrators of the college to establish 
partnerships for Leadership Programs, 
International Student Recruitment and for the development of Culture-based Study-Abroad Programs. Ms. 
Ndumo’s visit was an off-shoot of Skyline College’s CITD’s collaboration with the South African Consulate General 
in Los Angeles for various programs of mutual benefit.  In addition to discussing trade matters with the CITD, Ms. 
Nombuso’s visit included meetings with the Dean of Business, the Director of the Learning Center, a tour of the 
Cosmetology department and a visit with the President, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud.   
 
Skyline College stands to benefit a great deal from this partnership, as this will surely be a boost the International 
Studies Program, the African Diaspora Program at Skyline College, as well as, benefit the business clients of the 
Center for International Trade Development due to the trade potentials of such partnerships. For more information 
please contact: melloa@smccd.edu.  Article and photo submitted by Richard Soyombo. 
 
 

Respiratory Therapy Program Receives Continued CoARC Accreditation Status 
Annually the Respiratory Therapy Program at Skyline College must assess and meet external accreditation 
standards through the Committee on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC).  There are many thresholds and 
goals involved which include program completion, attrition, job placement, credentialing, and graduate and 
employer satisfaction.  The process is very similar to the Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Cycle and 
Program Review.  This collaborative effort, between the College, health care community, and our students, helps 
ensure the program maintains high standards for student competency and job placement in this difficult economy.  
Graduates are highly sought after by employers throughout the bay area.  Many thanks to all who are involved in 
this annual accreditation process.  The program began at Skyline College in 1970 and will be celebrating the 
graduation of its 40

th
 cohort in 2012.  Article submitted by Ray Hernandez. 

 
 
 

 
 

Respiratory Therapy Program students during 2011 
Commencement:   (left to right)  Lynette Aitcheson, 
Michelle McCrum, Kimberly Whitlow, Lance Pangilinan, 
Fabian Miranda, Earl Mangalindan, Marifi Buensalido 

 

mailto:melloa@smccd.edu
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Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) 
Skyline College congratulates Students from Hunters Point Family! YEP’s first cohort has successfully completed 
the 8-week Entrepreneurship Training course.  The graduation was held at Skyline College on November 14.  
 
Spearheaded by YEP, this cohort was a 
result of collaborative efforts between Skyline 
College, The Youth Entrepreneurship 
Program (YEP) and Hunters Point Family (a 
community-based Non-Profit Organization 
located in the Bayview - Hunters Point area 
of San Francisco). This course was 
developed through a partnership between the 
Business Division at Skyline College and the 
CITD.   
 
As part of the graduation ceremony, the 
students were given a tour of Skyline College 
including visits to the SparkPoint Center, the 
Cosmetology Department and the 
Automotive Department. According to 
Richard Soyombo, Executive Director, CITD & YEP, “the tour of these departments was to further encourage the 
participants to attend Skyline College and to take advantage of the valuable opportunities provided through each of 
the departments visited.   
 
Some of the students filled out applications for additional entrepreneurship courses at Skyline College that have 
been developed by the Business Division, in collaboration with the Center for International Trade Development.   
 
Following the tour the students were visited by Skyline faculty, staff, counselors as well as President, Dr. Regina 
Stanback Stroud.  After fulfilling all of their graduation requirements, Dr. Stanback Stroud handed out Certificates 
of Completion to the participants. 

 
YEP has started a new 4-week Entrepreneurship Training Program with the Young Community Developers, 
another community-based organization located in the Hunters Point-Bayview Area of San Francisco. 
 
“It is encouraging to see the YEP Grant attract the community to the Skyline College campus and to showcase 
some of our programs to the participants.” said Dr. Stroud.   
 
For more information about the Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP), and/or the CITD, please contact Ms. 
Pcyeta Jackson: 650-738-7097 or at jacksonp@smccd.edu.  Article and photos submitted by Richard Soyombo.

mailto:jacksonp@smccd.edu


12 

 

ESL Registration Day Brings New Students to Skyline College 
The English Language Institute’s semi-annual Skyline College ESL Registration Day, also known as Super 
Saturday, was a great success.  On Saturday, October 29, 2011, fifty-four new ESL students were able to avail 
themselves of a variety of matriculation services including the Skyline College application, the placement test, the 
mandatory orientation, learning about financial aid, and making an appointment with a counselor for registration.  
TLC director Nohel Corral graciously allowed the Learning Center to be used once again to host this very 
important event.  “ESL Registration Day is a way to reach out to the nonnative speaker community to say, ‘We’re 

going to do what it takes to make college 
possible for you,’” says English Language 
Institute Coordinator Leigh Anne Shaw.  “We 
provide child care, snacks, and a well-
coordinated experience that allows people to 
do most of the steps of the matriculation 
process all in one day.”   If not for the 
convenience of one-day, all-in-one services, 
many potential students would have to return 
to campus several times; in that process, 
many nonnative speakers lose motivation or 
become intimidated by the difficulties of 
enrolling in college.  ELI Instructional Aide 
Amber Wolak adds, “The personal connection 
that people feel is often just what makes them 
commit to studying here.”   

 
The ELI is indebted to the following dedicated Skyline College staff and faculty who made ESL Registration Day 
possible: Goldie Lee and her student assistants for conducting the placement test;  Rayna Rodriguez and Martina 
Center for opening and operating the Child Care Center; Garry Nicol and Leigh Anne Shaw for donating their time; 
Kenny Gonzalez for conducting the orientations; Minerva Velasquez and Kennya Ruiz for their assistance in 
processing G-numbers for all students; Tiffany Ong for providing Financial Aid information; Amber Wolak and 
Claudia Paz for their excellent planning, 
coordination and assistance prior to and 
during the event; Glenda Benavides for 
providing information about SparkPoint 
Skyline College; and the students of ESOL 
804 and 852 who donated their time to 
assist students through every stage of the 
process.   
 
The ELI would also like to thank Rick 
Wallace for his cooperation in detailing staff 
as well as the SparkPoint Skyline College 
for sponsoring the event.  Finally, a big 
thank you to Edgar Coronel for helping with 
Banner and Dave Jorgensen for getting the 
day running and keeping it going.   The next 
ESL Registration Day will take place in 
spring 2012.   
 
Thank you to Leigh Anne Shaw for the article and photos. 
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SparkPoint at Skyline College Celebrates Partnership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Alex Martinez 
 

SparkPoint at Skyline College held a celebration on Wednesday, November 30, 2011, to recognize community 
organizations that partner with SparkPoint. The Partnership Recognition Awards honored the partnering 
organizations for their contributions leading to the recent award that Skyline College received from MDC on behalf 
of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the 2011 College Innovator Award. This award recognized exemplary practices 
that increase student success.  According to Colin Austin from MDC, “This year Skyline College received the 
award for groundbreaking efforts to establish the Center for Working Families approach through a SparkPoint 
Center and help low-income students receive income supports and financial services that help students stay in 
school and graduate.”   
 
In addition to those who are represented in the award photo below, the following attended from partner 
organizations: Ed Center, Ena Yasuhara, Leah Staub-Delong from United Way of the Bay Area; Jenny Carreno, 
California Employment Development Department. Several members of the extended SparkPoint at Skyline College 
network joined the celebration: John Miller, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Center; Virginia Padron, Nadia 
Tariq, Career Center; Jocelyn Vila, Financial Aid Office, Leigh Anne Shaw, Amber Wolak, Kenny Gonzalez, 
Claudia Paz, English Language Institute; Tim Dupre, Lorraine DeMello, Nate Nevado, Counseling; Steve Cooney, 
Lavinia Zanassi, Cooperative Work Experience; Sylvia Martinez, Admissions and Records - Veterans Services; 
Nohel Corral, Learning Center; Jeff Acidera, Imelda Hermosillo, EOPS, Linda Allen, DSPS; Sandra Hatzistratis, 
Kinesiology Physical Education and Dance; Adolfo Leiva, Glenda Benavides, Julie Lamson, Heather Smith, Akillah 
Wali, Raymond Jones, Andrea Anyanwu, Melanie Espinueva, Patty Kwok, and William Watson, SparkPoint 
Center.  Article submitted by William Watson. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Adolfo Leiva 
 

L-R: United Way of the Bay Area, Leah Staub-deLong; Jewish Vocational Service, Susan Wofsy; David Tam, 
California Employment Development Department; Akillah Wali accepting on behalf of EARN; Opportunity Fund, 
Laura MacArthur; Community Financial Resources, Rhea Serna; Second Harvest Food Bank, Mark Kokoletsos; 
Melanie Espinueva accepting on behalf of San Mateo Credit Union.  
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CDC Has New Home! 
The Skyline College Early Learning and Child Development Center recently moved into the newly renovated Loma 
Chica Building.  This move provides an increased opportunity for students, staff, faculty, and community members 
to access child care and development services, teacher training facilities, and Early Childhood Education 
workforce development opportunities.  An open house for faculty, staff and students was held on Wednesday, 
December 7. The ribbon cutting and community celebration will occur early in the spring semester – please stay 
tuned!  For more information contact Tina Watts at 738-7071, or wattst@smccd.edu . 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Article and Photo submitted by Don Carlson 

mailto:wattst@smccd.edu
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Theatre Club and Honors Club Present the First “Culture in the Quad” Event at 
Skyline College 

 
 
“Culture in the Quad” was a collaborative project between the Honors Club and Theatre Club.  On November 22 
members from both organizations pitched in together and set up an outdoor stage in front of building six in an 
attempt to expose Skyline College students to the performing arts and the poetry of Shakespeare.  The set is a 
miniature adaptation of the traditional Globe Theatre’s thrust stage and was built by members of Theatre Club and 
Skyline College’s DRAM 680 class (technical production).  The students from the class also set up a portable 
sound system  for the two clubs to make the experience easy to hear for all who attended.   
 
Both Theatre Club and the Honors Club were pleased with the event, as were all those who attended.  There were 
a good number of audience goers.  Some planned on attending, and some just happened by as they crossed the 
quad and stayed for the performance.  Both clubs are hoping to make the event a regular occurrence in the future.  
Article and photos submitted by Alan Ceccarelli. 

 
 
TRiO and Puente Visit SFSU 
On November 9, 2011, 45 TRiO and Puente 
students participated in the 6

th
 annual 

Community College Transfer Day, an event 
hosted by Project Connect at San Francisco 
State University.  The event was designed to 
expose community college students from around 
the Bay Area to university and campus life and to 
network with faculty, staff, and SFSU students.   
 
During the event, students had the opportunity to 
attend a number of workshops to learn more 
about various resources, including Financial Aid, 
EOP, and the Study Abroad program.  Additional 
workshops addressed the basic transfer 
requirements to SFSU and the admission 
requirements to the Nursing major.  At the event, students also heard from a panel of recent transfer students 
share their personal experiences at the university level.  
 
The event ended with a campus tour of the university where students learned in great depth about SFSU’s 
academic departments and various student resources on campus designed to help students accomplish their 
educational goals.  
 
The event was a great success, which helped promote the goal of transferring to a four-year university among 
TRiO and Puente students!  Article submitted by Jessica Lopez and picture taken by Nohel Corral. 
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Learning Center Staff:  Front Row, L to R – Judy 
Cheung, Jessica Lopez, Leigh Anne Shaw 
Back Row, L to R – Nohel Corral, John Chavez, 
John Saenz 

 

Transfer Time in the Learning Center 
The months of October and November brought students into the Learning Center, not only for tutoring, but also for 
assistance with personal statements as many are applying to four-year universities.  For the past two months, the 
Center staff has coined each Friday as Transfer Fridays, for which each employee wore items representing their 
alma maters.  Having students see these different institutions sparked questions about each college and our 
experiences attending them, and promoted a transfer feel among students and staff. 
 
Students were able to receive assistance on their personal statements through one of six personal statement 
workshops in the Learning Center.  Additionally, students brought in their personal statements individually seeking 
assistance.  On average, the Writing and Reading Lab (WRL) in the Learning Center assisted five to seven 
students per day with their personal statements.  Many of our students are first-generation college students and do 
not have people at home to help them with college applications, so our students appreciated this service.  A 
special thank you goes out to the Learning Center staff and faculty who helped connect students with four-year 
colleges and universities.  Article and photo submitted 
by Nohel Corral. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Skyline College Ceramics Club Holds Empty Bowl Fundraiser 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shown here are Faculty Advisor Tiffany Schmierer and the members of Skyline College & Capuchino High 
Ceramics Clubs 
 
The Ceramics Club hosted its second Empty Bowls Project fundraiser Wednesday evening, November 2, 2011, in 
the College Dining Hall.  Skyline College ceramics students made 350 bowls for the event and Capuchino High 
School Ceramics students brought 30 more for a total count of 380 bowls.  Attendees of the event got to select a 
handmade bowl and fill it with a soup of their choice provided by Pacific Dining.  During the dinner there were 
music performances by Professor Jude Navari’s voice class students, and by Assistant Professor Zach Bruno’s 
student Jazz Quintet. Guests were also entertained by Al-Hambra Tribal Dance, a San Francisco-based troupe 
whose members included ESL Professor Leigh-Anne Shaw, who performed American Tribal Style belly dance.  
This year’s event also included art drawings for chances to win pottery and sculptural artwork.  
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Tribal Voice Student 
Jan De La Cruz Dance 
Troupe 

 

The 2011 Skyline College Empty Bowls Project raised $2530.00, and the proceeds will be donated to the Skyline 
College Sparkpoint Center. The Sparkpoint Center offers a food pantry, financial services, employment services, 
and counseling to our students and local community. 
 
The Empty Bowls Project is a grassroots movement that takes place at community centers, grade schools, and 
colleges throughout the US and internationally.  The goal is to raise money to help to fight hunger and the bowl 
that is kept becomes a reminder of those in need. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Assistant Professor Zach Bruno and the 
Skyline College Jazz Quintet 

ESL Professor Leigh-Anne Shaw (left) dances 
in the Al-Hambra 

 

Club Members selling tickets for the Art Drawing and rinsing off bowls so 
attendees could take them home. 

 


