
1 

 

 

 

 
 
 
SKYLINE SHINES 

 

PTK - Beta Theta Omicron Wins First Place 
This past weekend, Beta Theta Omicron, Skyline College’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter, won The 2011 
Nevada/California Distinguished Chapter Award. During 2010, chapter members brought hands-on science 
laboratory experiments to 7th and 8th grade classes at local middle schools. Chapter members planned this 
project between January and March. They developed lab experiments to complement the Science Framework 
Standards and reached teachers who want lab experiments in their classrooms through the County Office of 
Education. They began working in classrooms in May. The project won the Honors in Action Project and Honors in 
Action: Science award. For their College Project, chapter members planned and implemented the 2010 Relay for 
Life at Skyline. The chapter’s combined scores on their Honors in Action and College Project reports was the 
highest of the 98 Nevada/California chapters and earned The Distinguished Chapter Award.  The chapter also won 
the Regional Yearbook Award and Clara Ricarte received the Regional Distinguished Member Award. Prizes were 
awarded at the Regional Convention in Foster City.  (Thanks to Christine Case for her contribution to the article 
and photo.) 
 
Pictured in the above photo are: Beta Theta Omicron at the Regional Convention. From left: Katrina Cheung, Jong 
Hoang, Charity Walton, Ashley Good, Ashley Zuniga, Casey Fortier, Clara Ricarte, Harvey Chong. 

 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 

March 23, 2011 
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Kymberly Jackson Awarded 2011 Black Music Award 
Kymberly Jackson, a new instructor in Music this year and local Jazz, Funk, Soul and R&B artist, won the coveted 

2011 Black Music Association and Academy of America's Best Jazz 
Artist Spotlight Award - amidst well-earned accolades for her 
achievements in music.  The red carpet award ceremony took place 
on January 30, 2011 at Kimball’s in Oakland, CA.   
 
Kymberly Jackson's stage and recording companions have included: 
Gerald Albright, Jeff Lorber, Donnie Osmond, Stevie Wonder (see the 
Hotter Than July album liner notes), Karen White, Dwayne Wiggins, 
Pete and Juan Escovedo, El DeBarge, Norman Brown, Ricardo 
Scales, Walter Beasley, The Gap Band, HipHop activist Boots Riley 
and the Coop and Kev Choice - among many others.   
 
However, it is in her capacity as a solo artist, that KJ (with her band 
Urban Legends) truly demonstrates her genius as a dynamic 
entertainer, instrumentalist, vocalist and composer. In 2010, KJ and 
Urban Legends played to thousands of delighted SF and Oakland 

Pride celebrants. And, her Jazz Funk Fusion skills had Yoshi's (SF and Oakland) standing room only audiences on 
their feet. She is a uniquely gifted woman who has been recognized within an industry that doesn't offer many 
coveted slots to female instrumentalists. 
 
Kymberly teaches MUS 680SA, From Jazz to Hip Hop on Tuesdays and Thursdays in room 1107 at 2 p.m.   
Kymberly holds two Masters Degrees, one in Educational and another MFA in Performance and Literature, Flute. 
She is in the proposal writing stage of her studies in the Mills College Educational Leadership Doctoral Program.  
(Thanks to Donna Bestock for her contribution to this article. Information was also provided by the press release 
site, Briefingwire.com) 
 

 

WOW Voices Now Inspires a Packed House  
Novelist Li Miao Lovett and poet Alison Luterman presented their 
award-winning work and provided guidance on creative writing 
Saturday, March 5 at WOW Voices Now: A Morning of Readings 
and Refreshments.  Skyline creative writers Gale Frances and 
Robyn Graham received the ISA Award for achievement in writing 
from WOW founder Marijane Datson. Both students read their 
poetry to the appreciative audience of over 75 professional and 
aspiring writers and avid readers. John Saenz of Skyline’s 
Learning Center read new work during the Open Readings, along 
with twelve other writers from throughout the Bay Area.  
 
Li Miao Lovett, author of In the Lap of the Gods and contributor to 
many publications, is a long-time participant of WOW conferences 

at Skyline College.  Before embarking on her writing career, 
she worked at College of San Mateo and attended a flex day 
writing workshop led by Skyline’s creative writing professor 
Katharine Harer over ten years ago. “I remember feeling very 
inspired by the workshop,” Li announced.  “A small bit of 
encouragement goes a long way!” 
 
WOW Steering Committee members include Connie Beringer, 
Katharine Harer, Kathleen de Azevedo Feinblum, Marijane 
Datson, and event coordinator Kathleen McClung. Thanks also 
to Skyline Bookstore Manager Kevin Chak and WOW 
Ambassadors Priscilla Schwartz, Valerie Malliet, Georgia Gero, 
Ellen Woods, and Lisa Melnick. (Thanks to Kathleen McClung 
for her contributions to this article.  Photos by Lisa Melnick.) 
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Sue Lorenzo Selected as Skyline College’s 
Classified Employee of the Year  
In response to the call for Classified Employee of the Year 
nominations by California Community Colleges’ Board of 
Governors (BOG), Skyline College selected Sue Lorenzo 
and recommended to the SMCCCD Board of Trustees 
that she be forwarded to the BOG as a nomination from 
the District. Sue was honored at the Board of Trustees 
meeting along with nominees from Cañada College and 
College of San Mateo. She received a certificate and 
monetary award in recognition of her service from the 
Board of Trustees. Cañada College’s nominee, Rachel 
Corrales, was selected to be forwarded to the BOG as the 
nominee from SMCCCD. Please congratulate Sue on her 
award and thank her for the 12 years of dedicated service 
she has provided to the students, staff and faculty of Skyline College. 
 
 

Skyline College Alumna A Finalist in Gates Foundation Community College Completion 
Competition  
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is among the ranks of institutions and organizations focusing on increasing 
college completion. Recognizing that many don’t follow the traditional and linear academic trajectory to complete a 
college degree, the Gates Foundation is seeking to inspire nontraditional students. The Gates Foundation 
launched a competition for students to submit their nontraditional education stories of success. Students were 
invited to also share their frustration as a nontraditional student trying to obtain a post-secondary degree so that 
others can learn from their examples.  
 
Skyline College alumna Ashley Good was one of the top five finalists in the contest sponsored by the Gates 
Foundation as part of their ongoing initiative to boost college completion. Melinda Gates wrote that “While the path 
of a nontraditional student can be uneven and challenging, earning that postsecondary degree is an incredible 
feat. We hope others can learn from these great examples.” Ashley is currently completing her baccalaureate at 
Stanford University.  For more information on Ashley’s story, please go to the following link: 
http://www.cccompletioncorps.org/ptk/success-stories  (Thanks to Chris Case for her contribution to this article.) 
  
 

Daly City Council Member Canepa Comes Home to Skyline College  
David J. Canepa, a current Daly City Council Member and alumnus of Skyline College, recently visited the campus 
and met with new college president, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud.  

 
Canepa received an AA degree in Criminal Justice from 
Skyline College and transferred to the University of San 
Francisco. He graduated from USF with a degree in 
Political Science and an emphasis in Legal Studies and 
Peace & Justice. Canepa said that his instructors at 
Skyline College taught at a very high level and prepared 
him for a career in government. Canepa has been a 
member of the Daly City Council since December 2008 
and has also worked as a Legislative Aide/Field 
Representative for the California State Senate and the 
California Assembly. Canepa is also a member of the  
President’s Council at Skyline College.  
 
Canepa believes that Skyline College opens the door for 
opportunities to all members of the surrounding 
community. He said, “If you provide people with an 

opportunity, they will go for it.” Canepa looks forward to continuing to partner with Skyline College in order to offer 
new and exciting opportunities to everyone. (Thanks to Christianne Marra for her contribution to this article.).  

http://www.cccompletioncorps.org/ptk/success-stories
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Skyline College Professor George Wright Interviewed on Comcast Sports 
Dr. George Wright, History Professor, will be on Comcast SportsNet 
Chronicle Live discussing racial dynamics underlying San Francisco 
Bay Area media’s treatment of African Americans. Greg Pappa, sports 
commentator, will host a panel discussion that includes Dr. Wright and 
co-panelist Monte Poole of the Oakland Tribune and Lowell Cohn, a 
columnist for the Santa Rosa Press Democrat. Out of frustration with 
the ways in which commentators were talking about or to Mike 
Singletary, who is African American and the former coach of the San 
Francisco 49ers. Professor Wright was invited during this African 
American Heritage and Black History Month in response to a letter he 
wrote to Pappa after witnessing treatment of Singletary that deeply 
troubled him. The show airs tonight at 5 p.m. on your Comcast 
SportsNet station. For more information about Dr. George Wright visit 
his site at http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/wrightg/ (Thanks to Dr. 
George Wright for his contribution to this article.) 
 

 
 
Interim Dean of SMT:  Ray Hernandez 
When Mike Williamson became Interim Vice President of Instruction he 
left some big shoes to fill in the Science, Math and Technology 
Division. There was an internal search and Ray Hernandez was 
selected and his name is to be forwarded to the Board Trustees for 
action at their next meeting.  Ray has been with Skyline College more 
than 14 years, initially serving as a Respiratory Therapy faculty 
member, and later becoming director of the program. Ray has served 
as Skyline College and District Academic Senate President. Ray began 
his tenure as interim dean of Science, Math and Technology on March 
1, 2011. The hiring process for the interim position will be in Spring 
2012. Professor Diana Bennett will take Ray’s place as District Senate 
President. 

 
 
 

 

Bendix Brakes “The Passion that Drives You” Scholarship Recipient 
Out of 400 entries Dana Kaplan was one of the eight winners of the 
Bendix Brakes “The Passion That Drives You” scholarship.  Not only 
was she awarded $2500 for the 2011-2012 school year, but she is also 
in the running for the grand prize trip for two to an NHRA race in 2011!  
Dana will be identified in an upcoming press release that will announce 
all of the winners as well as the grand prize winner.  She wrote a 
winning essay about where her passion for cars drives her using the 
activities that the Heart Wrenchers have planned as a catapult towards 
her own personal goals.  She is really excited and looking forward to the 
future.  She states that she, "could not have achieve one quarter of 
what I have without Skyline College, especially one Julia Johnson." 
Dana is the Vice-President of the Heart Wrenchers, the Automotive 
Technology Women’s Club at Skyline College.  She also works part-
time for Pat Garage in SF.  (Thanks to Rick Escalambre for his 
contribution to this article.) 
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CCCAA 2009-2010 Scholar Team Awarded to Skyline College Men’s Basketball 
Skyline College will receive the 2009-10 CCCAA 
(California Community College Athletic Association) 
Scholar Team Award in the sport of Men’s 
Basketball. The Scholar Team Award is the highest 
academic team achievement award given by the 
CCCAA. Skyline College is one of eighteen teams 
being honored in a variety of sports for academic 
achievements during 2009-2010 academic year. 
 
The 2009-2010 Skyline College team had a 
cumulative 3.26 grade point average with two 
members of the 14 man squad earning a perfect 4.0 
grade point average. In addition, all 14 members of 
the team completed an average of 12 or more units 
per semester. Only four other teams have ever 
earned this award over the last decade. Through 
the hard work of the players, Head Coach Justin 
Piergrossi, his staff, the Scholar Athlete Learning 
Community and the academic and support services 
on campus, the team was able to achieve this 

academic milestone. This academic recognition is the greatest our program has ever achieved in its 40+ year 
history and is representative of the importance Coach Piergrossi places on the results he receives not only on the 
court but in the classroom as well. 
 
Coach Piergrossi said, “I am very proud of our team’s academic achievement.  This recognition is a reflection of 
our players’ commitment to being true student-athletes.  We could not have achieved this honor without the 
support from our administration and campus community.  The entire college should take pride in this significant 
accomplishment.” Athletic Director Joe Morello stated “Success in an athletic program is sometimes oversimplified 
as being just wins and losses. This recognition is reflective of Skyline College’s commitment to the development of 
the total student athletically and academically. Of the 92 community colleges that sponsored the sport of Men’s 
Basketball in 2009-2010, we were the best team academically. I’m exceptionally proud.” 
 
All 2009-2010 Scholar Teams and individual award winners will be honored by the CCCAA during their Spring 
Convention scheduled March 29, 2011 – April 1, 2011 at the Marriott in San Mateo.  (Thanks to Joe Morello for his 
contribution to this article.) 
 

 

PROGRAMS 
 
Packed Orientation to Early Childhood Education Field 

On Saturday, January 29, a packed house of ECE 
students and community professionals spent the 
morning learning about the field of Early Childhood 
Education (ECE). Nearly 150 people were welcomed 
by Business Dean Don Carlson and ECE Department 
Chair Kate Williams Browne. ECE Program Services 
Coordinator Cecelia Rebele outlined the agenda, 
which included a welcome breakfast and literature 
table, a keynote panel of directors including our own 
Skyline College CDC Director Tina Watts, CSM's 
Director Louise Piper, Daly City Imagination Station’s 
Raeli Aguirre, CCLC-Electronic Arts Director Tyrone 
Jones, and Half Moon Bay's Holy Family Children's 
Center Director Caren Burgess. Two workshops were 
offered by Career Center Coordinator Virginia Padron 
and San Mateo ECE Mentor teachers Carolina 
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Arteaga, Sonia Bon, Teresa Campbell, Elaine Francisco, Dileepa Gunatileka and Tacey James. Thanks to Cañada 
College ECE colleagues Val Goines and Sue Eftekhari for their assistance and ECE faculty Shawna Whitney, Paul 
Proett, and Penny Blair for bringing their students. (Thanks to Cecilia Rebele for her contribution to this article). 
 
 

Theatre Club’s “Date Night” Turns Out Highest Bidders  
Theatre Club’s unique fundraiser for Valentine’s Day had a surprisingly large turnout. Friday’s “auction” sold the 
individual members of the club to the highest bidder for a “date night” the following week. The lucky auctioneers 
were able to take their dates to dinner and a movie, hosted by the club in the theatre on Valentine’s Day night. The 
event was well received by the student body, and the quad was filled with excited attendees who were willing to 
donate money to Skyline College’s proud Thespians.  
 
Theatre Club has to raise the money required to put on its shows. In the past, the ASSC has been gracious 
enough to donate a good share of the money required to cover those production costs, but the club would like to 
find ways to become more “self-sustaining” without the need to receive funds from the student council. “Valentine’s 
Date Auction” arose from that aspiration and turned out to be a profitable idea. The club managed to raise $435 
which will be used to help pay for the royalties involved in their spring production of “The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare… Abridged.” Other creative fundraisers are sure to follow in the coming months to help pay 
for lumber, paint, props, costumes and a variety of other production costs affiliated with live performances as well 
as a means to promote the club in general. Keep an eye out for more fundraising hijinks from the most “dramatic” 
club on campus! (Thanks to Alan Ceccarelli for his contribution to this article.) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Assistance for Students in Need 
Students are increasingly presenting themselves to the college 
with the most basic of needs being unmet:  food for themselves 
and their families.  They may need your support in connecting 
them with resources that can make a difference.  A new service 
is available at Skyline College that can lead to their acquisition of 
emergency supplemental nutrition.  SparkPoint San Mateo 
Center at Skyline College is partnering with Second Harvest 
Food Bank to provide a Food Pantry on the Skyline College 
campus for people in need of food. The Food Pantry will be open 
by appointment only every Thursday from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., 
except for scheduled college holidays. If participants are not able 
to come during that time, we will work to accommodate them.  
They may call or email to make an appointment: (650)738-7035 
or sparkpointfoodpantry@smccd.edu.  Please contact William 
Watson at watsonw@smccd.edu for more information.   (Thanks 
to William Watson for his contribution to this article.) Photo supplied by freefoto.com.

mailto:sparkpointfoodpantry@smccd.edu
mailto:watsonw@smccd.edu


7 

 

 
Jocelyn Vila 

 

 

Professor Melissa Michelitsch and Nick Langhoff Make a Dynamic Duo at  
the Math Refresher Workshop  
On Saturday, February 12, over 40 students and six student tutors gave up a gorgeous day in the California sun to 
practice the math skills that they will need to succeed in Chemistry with their peers. The six-hour workshop which 
was led by Professor Michelitsch and Nick Langhoff, drew in students from six different Chemistry sections from 
CHEM 192, CHEM 210, and CHEM 410. Students took a quiz at the start of the day and another before they left to 
track their progress. The average improvement over the course of the day was nearly 20% across all students 
participating. The CHEM 410 (Chemistry for Allied Health) students represented the largest contingent and saw an 
improvement of over 23% on their afternoon quiz.  
 
The students were so determined to make the most of their day that they chose to work through all of the 
scheduled breaks. Professor Michelitsch says “This workshop was supported by a Partnership for Excellence 
grant. Both the students and faculty are extremely appreciative of the opportunity that these funds created for them 
to succeed.”  
 
The evaluations were enthusiastically positive with 100% "strongly agreeing" that they would recommend the 
workshop to a friend and 94% agreeing that they felt more confident having participated. Nearly all stated that they 
were glad to have the chance to work with other students from other sections and courses. The following 
comments are quoted from some of the student evaluations of the workshop:  
 "I recommend this kind of workshop for all science classes. The teachers do not have time to answer basic 
 skills questions in classroom. So, this workshop is the perfect solution for those students [who] are behind 
 on the program."  
 
 "This workshop boost [sic] my confidence and helped me decide not to drop because practice and help 
 made me more confident for chemistry. ☺"  
 
 "I thought the workshop really allowed me to understand things much better with learning with other 
 students who also wanted to do better in chemistry. Definitely worth the Saturday because I know this will 
 help me in the long run."  
 
(Thanks to Professor Melissa Michelitsch for her contribution to this article. ) 
 
 

Skyline College Staff Bring Promising Practices Insight From Foster Youth Summit  
On February 7-8, Financial Aid Office Foster Youth Liaison, Jocelyn Vila, attended the 2011 California Foster 

Youth Education Summit: Cradle to College & Career held in Sacramento. 
This statewide education summit focused on ensuring positive educational 
and career outcomes for foster youth. The summit highlighted practices which 
strengthen and ensure successful transition 
at every stage of educational development 
from early childhood to postsecondary 
education. The summit provided a special 
opportunity for educators and policymakers 
to hear from foster youth firsthand. Welcome 
and Opening Remarks were presented by 
Assembly Member Julia Brownley and 
Chancellor Jack Scott, California Community 
Colleges. The two day summit had over 50 
breakout sessions with key topics, including: 
policies affecting students in foster care and 
successful transitions from foster care to 
college and career. The summit concluded 

with a special hearing at the State Capitol focused on educating key legislators on 
the educational needs for students in foster care. Contact Jocelyn at ext. 4390 for 
more information on serving and supporting foster youth at Skyline College.  
(Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article.) 
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Queer Kiss-In  
On Valentine’s QUEER KISS-IN Day, The Gay-Straight Alliance sponsored a Queer Kiss-In to promote the theme 
“Love is Love!” On the rainy holiday, approximately ten couples – some same sex and some allies – gathered in 
the cafeteria to kiss and be a part of non-violent protest against both the subtle and overt discrimination that same 
sex couples and other LGBT people live with. The club also had a table that included information about the history 
of the Kiss-In as a nonviolent protest and was selling Valentine balloons. Many students and staff members 
stopped by the table to express their support for the event. The GSA meets Wednesdays at noon in room 6205.  
(Thanks to A.J. Bates for his contribution to this article.) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Education Workshops at Skyline College 
The Financial Aid Office and SparkPoint San Mateo Center at 
Skyline College are collaborating to present a series of campus wide 
Financial Education workshops that are open to all students, staff, 
and community members.  The first two workshops in the series, 
Budgeting and Saving, were presented on February 15th and 16th. 
Participants attending the workshops: learned how attitudes towards 
money affect spending plans; discussed the importance of 
considering wants vs. needs when trying to stick to a budget; and 
gained tools to start creating individual / household budgets and to 
track current spending habits. Co-facilitated by Jocelyn Vila, 
Financial Aid Program Services Coordinator, and Melanie 

Espinueva, 
SparkPoint San 
Mateo Center Counselor, these workshops utilize a curriculum 
located at CashCourse.org which was developed by the 
National Endowment for Financial Education. Financial 
Educationworkshops occur twice each month through the 
month of May.  The next workshops covering the topic of 
Credit Do’s and Don’ts will take place on March 15 from 12:30-
2:30pm and March 16 from 5:00-7:00 pm in Building 6, Room 
6202.  Students, staff and community members are 
encouraged to RSVP to attend future workshops on Skyline 
College’s website homepage, www.skylinecollege.edu, by 
clicking on the link titled “Financial Literacy Workshops”.  
These workshops are funded in part by a grant from United 
Way of the Bay Area with funding from the Silicon Valley 

Community Foundation. For more information, contact Melanie Espinueva in the SparkPoint San Mateo Center at 
650-738-7033.  (Thanks to Jocelyn Vila and Melanie Espinueva for their contribution to the article and photos) 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/
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Skyline College Expands Clean Energy Programs 
Skyline College is a sub-grantee for a Department Of Labor grant awarded to the San Mateo County Workforce 
Investment Board. Skyline was instrumental in writing and submitting this two million dollar award of which Skyline 
will receive $656,000 over the next three years. The grant, Home Energy Retrofit Occupations (HERO), is directed 
at occupations in Energy Efficiency. This includes curriculum in Home Energy Auditing and Sales, Energy 
Retrofitting and Energy Efficiency for Real Estate 
Professionals. These courses are all being 
developed under Environmental Science and 
Technology.  
 
Pictured are members of the HERO Team. L-R: 
Rita Gulli, Project Director; Aaron Wilcher, Project 
Coordinator; Anjana Richards, Workforce 
Development Director Green and Sustainable 
Programs; Bruce Greenstein, Energy Efficiency 
faculty. Not pictured is Lindsey Virdeh, Project 
Coordinator for High School Programs. This team 
will also be setting up a planning group for Earth 
Day Activities in April. The first planning meeting 
will be March 14 at 2:00 p.m. in room 6203. 
Everyone is invited to attend.  (Thanks to Mike 
Williamson for his contribution to this article.) 

 
 

Skyline College, Cañada College and CCSF Host National TRiO Day! 
In February, TRiO programs 
across the nation celebrated 40+ 
years of helping students 
achieve their academic goals.  
On Saturday, February 26, 
Skyline College, Cañada 
College, and City College of San 
Francisco came together to host 
the first National TRiO Day: First 
Generation Leadership 
Conference at Cañada College.  
It’s the first multi-campus TRiO 
conference held in the San 
Mateo County Community 
College District.  With over 70 
students in attendance, they took 
advantage of the opportunity to 
hear from TRiO alumni who have 
transferred to a four-year college or university.  In addition, workshops in Leadership, Educational Transitions, and 
Financial Planning (facilitated by Skyline College’s Melanie Espinueva and Adolfo Leiva of SparkPoint San Mateo 
Center) were highlighted.  The event was a major success motivating and encouraging students from 

disadvantaged backgrounds to graduate, transfer, and make 
a difference in the community.  A special thanks goes out to 
Skyline College’s TRiO staff and students for their part in 
helping organize the event, SparkPoint San Mateo Center for 
facilitating the Financial Planning workshop and hosting the 
morning refreshments, and lastly, administrators Connie 
Beringer and Mike Williamson for their support with this 
event. The conference was funded in part by Chancellor’s 
Office, California Community College through a grant 
managed by Skyline College.   (Thanks to Nohel Corral for 
his contribution to this article.) 
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Download the Latest E-books and Audio Books From the Library! 
Did you know that you can now access e-books and audio books through the Skyline College Library website?  
With a PLS (Peninsula Library System) card, Faculty, staff and students can check out e-books and audio books 
that can be downloaded to digital devices such as iPhones, iPads, Android and BlackBerry devices.  The e-books 
and audio books may be checked out for up to three weeks, just like checking out print materials.  When the digital 
books are due, they are automatically “returned,” so there are never overdue fines. To access library e-books and 
audio books, go to the library website (skylinecollege.edu/library) and click on “eBooks & Audio Books” under 
“QuickLinks” on the left side of the home page. The PLS Overdrive Digital Books Site  and the Northern 
California Digital Library have both e-books and audio books, while MyiLibrary provides audio books 
exclusively. The titles available through these sites tend to be recent popular fiction and non-fiction books.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For academic books in digital format, the Skyline College Library’s website provides links to several online book 
libraries that provide complete full-text books free to the public.  The most extensive of these is the Hathi Trust 
Digital Library, where one can search the full text of over 1.5 million fully viewable books in 30+ of the nation’s 
great research libraries, including U.C., Yale, Princeton and the New York Public Library.  Select “Full view only ” 
before searching to limit your search to books that can be viewed in full-text.  
 
One other source for online books that all faculty should look at is the College Open Textbooks site, which brings 
together information on free and open textbooks and course materials in one location. It is designed specifically for 
California's community-college faculty to encourage the use of open-source textbooks that are free for students.  
Do these new digital book services sound exciting? Overwhelming? Too cool for school?  Whatever the reaction, 
the library is here to support access to the entire information universe.  For questions about these or any other 
library or information services, please come by and talk to a librarian or call the reference desk at 738-4312. By the 
way, they still have the latest and greatest books in print here on the library shelves.  Come on in and check it out.  
These are just a few of the many services available through the Skyline College Library.  (Thanks to Eric Brenner 
for his contribution to this article.)   

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/library/
http://skylinecollege.net/library/findbooks.html#ebooks
http://pls.lib.overdrive.com/
http://califa.lib.overdrive.com/F03E094E-7444-4954-9AA7-73E3AEC8F55E/10/369/en/Default.htm
http://califa.lib.overdrive.com/F03E094E-7444-4954-9AA7-73E3AEC8F55E/10/369/en/Default.htm
http://peninsulals.myilibraryaudio.com/
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/
http://www.collegeopentextbooks.org/
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OUTREACH 
 

Hermanos FAFSA Workshop Once Again A Success 
The 2

nd
  annual Hermanos FAFSA Workshop was once 

again a success, thanks to the successful collaboration 
between the Hermanas/Hermanos Program, the Financial 
Aid Office and South San Francisco High School 
(SSFHS). The workshop was held on Monday, February 
28th  at South San Francisco High School.  It provided 
students and parents with information about the financial 
aid process, including grants and scholarships. The 
workshop was conducted in English and Spanish, and 
welcomed Spanish speaking families from SSFHS. More 
than 35 students and parents attended the event, and 
received assistance with completing the online FAFSA. 
Most of the students who attended the event will be the 
first in their families to attend college and are in need of 
financial assistance to cover educational expenses.  

 
Many thanks to those who volunteered for this event, including 
Jackie Belli, SSFHS College Advisor; Jocelyn Vila, Financial 
Aid Program Services Coordinator; Campus Ambassadors: 
Jorge Murillo, Jose Milan and Tiffany Ong; Luis Escobar, 
Hermanos Program Instructor and Darlene Cardenas, 
Hermanas/os Coordinator for joining forces for this important 
event. For more information about the Hermanas/Hermanos 
Program contact Darlene Cardenas at 
cardenasd@smccd.edu.   For more information about future 
FAFSA workshops contact Jocelyn Vila at 
vilaj@smccd.edu.  (Thanks to Darlene Cardenas for her 
contribution to this article.) 
 
 

Financial Aid Office Does Outreach With Tongan Community  
The Financial Aid Office conducted a workshop and presentation at the First Tongan United Methodist Church of 
San Bruno on Saturday, February 26, 2011.  Jocelyn Vila, Financial Aid Program Services Coordinator, gave a 
presentation to middle school and high school students, as well as their parents. Students received valuable 
information about various financial aid opportunities available to them as they prepare for college.  Jose Milan, 

Campus Ambassador shared his experiences as a 
college student. Jose talked about the benefits of 
receiving financial aid and being a part of the Puente 
and TRiO Programs at Skyline.   

The students asked Jose many questions and were 
impressed by Jose’s friendliness and helpfulness. 
The energy and enthusiasm of the students and 
parents were evident as they invited Jocelyn and 
Jose to conduct presentations on an annual basis.  A 
special thanks to Jocelyn Vila for coordinating this 
event and to Jose Milan for doing an exceptional job 
in preparing the necessary materials for this event. 
To request or schedule a financial aid presentation, 
please contact Jocelyn Vila at ext. 4390.  (Thanks to 
Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article and 
photo.) 

mailto:cardenasd@smccd.edu
mailto:vilaj@smccd.edu
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South San Francisco Hermanos/Hermanas Attend New Student Orientation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than 15 students from the Hermanas and Hermanos Program at South San Francisco High School attended 
new student orientation on Wednesday, March 2 at Skyline College. Students learned about general education 
requirements, course registration, transfer planning and career and technical education programs and student 
services. The Skyline College Hermanas and Hermanos students also attended the orientation, and shared their 
personal experience about college life. All students toured the campus, with special visits to the Transfer 
Opportunity and Career Center, Learning Center, and SparkPoint Center.  

 
The Hermanas and Hermanos are grateful to the guest speakers who provided additional information about 
student services and campus and community resources: Nohel Corral, Learning Center; Jeff Acidera, EOPS; 
Jenny Carreno, Employment Development Department; JT Farinas, San Carlos Workforce Services; Adolfo Leiva, 
Workforce Development; and Virginia Padron, Career Center. Darlene Cardenas, Coordinator of the Hermanas 
and Hermanos Program, organized this event.  (Thanks to Darlene Candenas for her contribution to this 
article.)                   
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Campus Ambassadors Conduct Campus Tours and Help Motivate High School Students  
On February 16, over sixty students from the San Francisco Unified High School District (SFUSD) visited Skyline 
College for a campus tour. Educational Advisors from PACT, Inc. and Seven Tepees Youth Program of San 
Francisco accompanied the students. PACT, Inc. and Seven Tepees are dedicated to improving the lives of 
promising low-income and first generation college students. The campus tours were led by Campus Ambassadors 
Noah Brown, Jorge Murillo, Jose Milan and Tiffany Ong. The students visited key departments such as Student 
Services, the Learning Center and Student Activities. 
The students received valuable information about 
the steps to enrollment and the financial aid process. 
The Campus Ambassadors shared their college 
experience. They also discussed their career and 
transfer goals and encouraged the group to pursue 
their goals through higher education. Thanks to the 
Campus Ambassadors for leading the tours and to 
Jocelyn Vila, Financial Aid Program Services 
Coordinator for coordinating the tours. (Thanks to 
Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article.)  
 
 
In the photo at right: Campus Ambassador, Jorge 
Murillo with Seven Tepees Site Coordinator Amy Tat 
and students from John O’Connell High School. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
In the photo at left:  Campus Ambassador Jose 
Milan with PACT, Inc. Educational Advisors Valerie 
Robinson and David Cook with high school 
students from SFUSD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
At right, Campus Ambassadors Noah Brown and 
Tiffany Ong with high school students from SFUSD.  
 
 
(Photos taken by Jocelyn Vila.) 
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Theater banner being installed – Photo by Regina Stanback  

 

 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
 

New Banners to Mark Key Areas and 
Pathways 
Last year after receiving many excellent 
suggestions for naming the main quads and 
pathways on campus, the Board of Trustees 
approved the names Cypress, Lupine, Mission 
Blue Butterfly, Ocean View, and Raven for the 
paths.  Colorful metal banners have been placed 
outside the core campus area to serve as visual 
cues along the paths.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

New Bike Racks Installed on Campus 
Bike racks have been installed in multiple locations 
throughout the campus.  The racks have been installed 
adjacent to Buildings 1,3,4,6 and 8.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A section of the campus map showing the green bicycle 
symbols is provided. 
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EVENTS 

 

Rock the School Bells, March 26, 2011 
The Rock The School Bells conference is a student-led, student-organized event aimed to educate and empower 

youth, students, and the communities at-large about the 
importance of higher education and personal development 
through the use of hip-hop.  They will be hosting their 4th 
annual Rock The School Bells hip-hop conference on 
Saturday, March 26, 2011, from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. providing an array of educational workshops such as 
Hip-Hop & Social Justice; Sex, Drugs, & Hip-Hop; and It 
Ain’t Hard To Tell: Documenting Hip-Hop in Communities 
thru Film.   
 
The highlight 
presentation is on 
Hip-Hop 
Entrepreneurship 
featuring panelists 
such as Davey D; 
Naru Kwina, CEO of 
HipLearning; Mike 

Kelly, producer of MC Hammer & Chaka Khan, and many others.   
Youth and students will also engage in hip-hop cultural art forms such as 
various dance styles, spoken word, and creative writing.  The conference 
will be followed by an evening show from 7:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. filled with a 

variety of hip-hop performances.   
 
The show will include recognition of 
recipients of the Rock The School Bells 
Creative Arts Scholarship.   
 Proceeds from conference registration and 
concert ticket sales will go to the Rock The School Bells Educational Fund.  
Donations may be made to the scholarship fund through 

www.smcccfoundation.org and click Give Direct. Type “Rock The School Bells” 

in the comment box. For more information, please contact Nate Nevado at 
nevadon@smccd.edu.  (Thanks to Nate Nevado for his contribution to the article 
and photos) 
 

 

Students Speak Out, March 29, 2011 
Two upcoming Skyline campus events will provide students with the opportunity to increase their communication 
skills and have their voices count regarding the important topic of college completion. 
The first event, a dialogue facilitator training scheduled for March 22

nd
 from 2 – 5pm, focuses on training students 

in dialogue and small group facilitation skills.  This is a great opportunity for students to increase their leadership 
and communication skills. Certificates of completion will be offered to all participants.  Trained students will act as 
facilitators for the following week’s Skyline Student Forum and have an opportunity to facilitate at a Target 2020 
Mobilize.org summit. 
 
A second annual Skyline Student Forum will be held the following week on Tuesday, March 29

th
 from 11am - 2pm, 

titled Students Speak: Our Future, Our Success.  This forum focuses on student driven solutions to improve 
college completion rates.  Students will learn basic dialogue skills and apply these communication skills to 
identifying solutions and supporting peers in their goals of college completion.  Hand-held key pad polling will be 
used to collect data and ideas from students as they discuss key questions around barriers and ideas for 
increasing their ability to complete college.  Lunch will be provided. 
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Both events are funded by a Partnership for Excellence grant. For more information please contact Jennifer Mair, 
adjunct faculty in the Speech Communication Department at mairj@smccd.edu.  (Thanks to Jennifer Mair for her 
contribution to this article.) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
President’s Breakfast , March 31, 2011 
The 11

th
 annual President’s Breakfast, hosted by the Skyline College President’s Council will be held on March 31, 

2011 from 7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. at the South San Francisco Conference Center located at 255 South Airport 
Boulevard.  The goal of the event is to raise President’s Innovation Funds that then are granted to faculty and staff 
for innovative proposals in support of the mission, vision and values of the college.   All staff, faculty, 
administrators and the public are invited.  For those unable to attend, but would still like to support faculty and staff 
with a tax-deductible contribution to the fund, there are several ways to do so including payroll deduction, sending 
a check payable to San Mateo County Community Colleges Foundation or using  Visa/MasterCard.  Please 
contact the President’s Office for more information at ext. 4111.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mairj@smccd.edu

