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Directed Learning Activity: PIE Paragraphs 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: All the activities (5) in this DLA must be completed in their entirety before 
meeting with a tutor and receiving credit. Where indicated, complete your work on this sheet. 
 
Objective: Through step-by-step practice and other activities, this exercise will familiarize you with 
writing focused and convincing PIE (Point, Information, Explanation) paragraphs that connect to your 
essay’s thesis. You will learn the ingredients of a strong PIE paragraph and write your own. 
 
Step 1: Read guidelines about PIE paragraphs 

Step 2: Watch a supplemental video 

Step 3: Select a topic 

Step 4: Write a topic sentence 

Step 5: Brainstorm evidence/information 
Step 6: Analyze and explain evidence/information 
Step 7: Write a complete PIE paragraph 
Step 8: Visit a tutor in the WRL to review your work. 

 

STEP 1 

Read the following guidelines about PIE Paragraphs 

 

 

WHAT ARE PARAGRAPHS? 

 
Paragraphs group related sentences around one main point, so the paragraphs can work together to 
prove the larger argument (the thesis) in an essay.  Paragraphs provide visual breaks between ideas 
and signal a progression of ideas in the essay.  

                                               
 

PARAGRAPHS DO NOT: 

 

 Consist of only quotes 

 Consist of only facts 

 Consist of only summary 

 Contain a series of sentences not related to one another or to the thesis. 
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HOW CAN I WRITE A PARAGRAPH? 

 

One way to ensure that each of your body paragraphs is clearly focused, convincingly 

developed, and connects back to thesis is to use the PIE strategy: 

          P = Point     I = Information        E = Explanation 

 

The “P” part of your paragraph 

is your topic sentence: a clear 

statement of the main claim you 

are making in the paragraph.  

 

The “I” fills out the body of your 

paragraph with concrete 

evidence that supports the main 

claim.  

 

The “E” is the writer’s explanation of 

the significance of the provided 

information, especially as it relates to 

the thesis.  

Another way to look at it: 
 

Tell me what your main 

point is. 

             

 

Show me, with evidence 

and examples, how or why your 

point is true. 

              

 

“So what?”  

Help me understand so what is the 

significance of the information.  

                

 Choose one arguable point 

to prove per paragraph. 

 Write this point out as a 

sentence and this will be 

your topic sentence. 

 Your topic sentence should 

be more general than the 

rest of the paragraph but 

more specific than your 

thesis. 

 After you write the 

paragraph, look again at 

your topic sentence to be 

sure that it “fits” the 

paragraph. 

Prove the claim in your topic 

sentence with evidence that can 

come in different forms: 
 

      - Short direct quotes/  

        paraphrases from class  

        readings and discussions  

       - Data from reputable sources  

          (facts, statistics, polls) 

       - Personal experience (real  

          life stories, anecdotes,  

          examples, observations) 

       - Relevant examples from  

          pop culture (song lyrics,  

          movies, TV, celebrities) 

 Interpret, analyze, explain the 

information, opinions or quotes 

you’ve included. 

 Examine some consequences, 

results, implications, 

ramifications of the information 

you just gave your audience. 

 Make it clear why your reader 

should care or be concerned. 

 Clarify any ambiguous ideas or 

information. 

 Comment on the credibility of the 

information, discussing its biases, 

assumptions, logic. 

 Relate the information explicitly 

to your thesis. 
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      - Representations in mass  

         media (newspapers,  

         magazines, television)  

 
 

STEP 2: Watch this supplemental video (10 minutes) 

 
Podcast 10A PIE Paragraphs 
 

Now complete the following activity (30- 45 minutes): 

 

 

                                                                                      Creating Paragraphs Using the                                      
                                                 PIE Paragraph Approach 

 
Let’s practice creating paragraphs using the PIE paragraph approach.   

STEP 3: Select a Topic 

 
 

                     immigration                               the president                         reality shows 
 

                        rap music                         the health care system               police profiling 
 

                  legalizing all drugs                 the minimum wage                a topic raised in your  
                                                                                                                    current class reading  

 

STEP 4: Write a topic sentence 

 
                             using the topic you selected, write a topic sentence that states the main 

              oint       claim (your specific opinion) that you want to argue that fits the size of the paragraph:                                      
                                                       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PRACTICE 

 

P 

P I E 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cu1DOex5Bhw&feature=youtu.be
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STEP 5: Brainstorm evidence/information 

Brainstorm concrete evidence/information you can use to prove your main claim: 

         

           nformation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 6: Analyze and explain the significance of your 

evidence/information 

 

Analyze and explain the significance, importance or impact of your evidence and claims:         

           

           xplanation 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

E 
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STEP 7: Write a complete PIE paragraph 

Using all the advice in this chapter, put it all together into a complete paragraph. 

 

 

STEP 8: After completing these activities, visit a tutor in the WRL to 

review your work and demonstrate your understanding of PIE 
Paragraphs. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: All steps in this DLA must be completed before meeting with a tutor.  
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Confirmation that the DLA for PIE Paragraphs is complete: 

 

Student Name (print): _______________________  Date: ______ 

 

Student Signature: _________________________  Date: ______ 

 

TLC Staff Signature: ________________________   Date: ______ 


