A FLOW CHART: Working with NNS in a tutoring session

Step 1. Assess student’s understanding of the reading or the task. This will determine whether the work
can be done in one session or will require multiple sessions.

Can the student state key points of the reading or
the task in his/her own words? Can the student
respond to questions about the reading or the task?

Single session is possible. Prepare for multiple sessions.

Schedule them and backdate from

Engage student in discussion. assignment due date.

Help identify vocabulary

used in the story that can be 1. Work on basic reading

used in the writing. strategies: decoding,

“Mirror” the student’s comprehension, restating.

writing: “This is past tense; ESOL students need to know

do you want me to think that alternative ways to say

this is finished, or ongoing?” things.

let the student see the 2. Help student outline the

effects of his/her writing on reading.

the reader. 3. Go over note-taking and

Use questions to get the study strategies.

student to refine the writing. 4. After reading is clear, help

Inform the student of the student respond to the

nuances of American prompt.

academic writing (direct, 5. After each session, give

linear, etc.) and how it may student a list of tasks or

differ from other styles of steps for practice at home.

writing. Request that certain work be

done prior to next session.




Step 2: Still with a focus on content, assess student’s sentence-level complexity in expressing the

content.

Can the student express ideas using compound and
complex sentences, with or without grammar
errors?

Yes, but with sentence
joining errors

Single session is possible.

1. Go over sentence joining
rules.

Yes, but with very
confusing language
distractions

2. Start by pointing to one
sentence and asking student
to find the mistake and fix it.

3. Continue.

Long session, or multiple sessions.

1. Begin with “What point do you want to make here?” On scratch
paper, write down exactly what the student says, and show it to
him/her. Guide him/her in refining it: “What verb could you use that
could be more specific? Does this point really say everything you
want to say?”

This student will
struggle unless a longer
commitment is made
to improving English.
Encourage weekly
sessions and find
supplemental materials
to help. Encourage
student to talk with an
ESOL counselor about
more appropriate
courses. When
tutoring, follow these
guidelines:

2. After point is clear, direct student to examine reading for information
that will support the point.

3. Guide student in how to assemble these elements: “What language
do you use to introduce an author’s words?”

4. Ask student to identify the parts of the author’s words that s/he wants
to elaborate on.
NOW, go over sentence rules.
Ask student to apply sentence rules to newly generated sentences.




Step 3: Assess student’s understanding of the American academic essay style, format, and audience
expectations.

Does the student understand how an American
academic essay should look and what it should be
able to do?

Yes, but with lots of
errors in grammar.

Single session is possible for immediate Grammar can’t be addressed until the concept of an essay is
tasks, but encourage regular visits. clear. Prepare for multiple sessions.

1. Read silently through the essay 1. Your aim should be to teach the essay as a style of
and list, on scratch paper, the communication, a type of English that s/he has not
errors that come up. Mark how learned yet. For example, the student knows the
often they are repeated. word “thesis” and knows there should be topics

2. Show student the most common sentences in paragraphs, but has not internalized the
patterns of error (“I see you have vitality of these things in communicating ideas.

a lot of word form errors, so let’s Teach the culture of the essay, not just the essay.
talk about word forms.”) 2., Suggested language:

3. Go over the rules first. Then, a. What do you think your teacher wants to see in
point to a sentence and ask the your essay? Why?
student to locate the error in the b. Did you use an outline or a plan before you
sentence and fix it. Continue. started writing? (“Yes.” May | see it? “No.”

4. Give student all scratch sheets for Let’s create one.)
reference. c. Show me the prompt and read it to me. What

do you want to show that you know about this
topic?

d. What questions do you think your teacher will
still have after you’ve explained this?

e. What are some examples from the story, or from
somewhere else, that you can use to prove this
point you’re making?




