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Item Presenter Time Details Action/ 

Procedure/ 

Information 

Call to Order President 1 Time: 1:14pm 

Timekeeper: Schmierer 

Procedure 

Introductions Secretary 1 Members present:  Tiffany Schmierer, Melissa Michelitsch, Nate Nevado, 

Nathan Jones, Zachary Bruno, Nick Kapp, Chip Chandler, Leigh Anne 

Shaw, Arthur Takayama, Linda Whitten (for Hellen Zhang) 

Members absent:  Kate Williams Browne, Fermin Irigoyen, Stephen 

Fredricks, Steve Aurilio 

Guests:  Nina Floro, Christine Roumbanis, Donna Bestock 

Procedure 

Consent agenda President 2 The following Policies and Procedures have been placed on the consent 

calendar.  All policies are posted to the senate minutes and agendas page 

located at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/academicsenate/minutesagendas.php .  Any 

member may ask to remove an item from the consent calendar and it will be 

moved to the regular agenda and be voted on.   

1.05 – Student Trustee 

1.40 – Meetings of the Board 

2.29 – Sexual Assault Education and Prevention 

2.35 – District Communications Systems 

7.21 – Speech Time Place and Manner 

8.13 – Public Safety 

 

All items except 7.21 – Time, Place, and Manner were adopted by consent. 

 

7.21 was pulled from the consent agenda for discussion. 

 

Melissa expressed concern that she didn’t understand this complicated policy 

and wasn’t comfortable to consent to it without discussion.  Concern for 

vagueness as to what was or was not protected was voiced.  Who is the 

arbiter of what is obscene or relevant to one’s professional activities or 

education?  It was asked whether or not this would protect instructors from 

being sued for voicing controversial opinions, but it was also brought up that 

depending upon who decides what’s allowable it might hurt an instructor 

also.   

 

Melissa shared that Mike Williamson had requested the following addition:  

A statement at the end of 5C such as or something similar: 

"This is not meant to supersede the responsibility of the instructor to teach 

course content as required in the official course outline of record", and 

Melissa echoed that concern. 

 

Procedure 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/academicsenate/minutesagendas.php


 

A question was raised as to whether or not this policy would restrict one’s 

ability to teach controversial subjects if political advocacy might be inferred 

from the discussion.  (What is the difference between expression and 

advocacy and where is the line drawn?)   

 

The question of whether or not free speech used in a harassing manner is 

protected was raised. 

 

Chip affirmed that AFT had shown this to an attorney to ensure that it was 

legal, and AFT has approved it. 

 

The senate made the above recommendations for the improvement of this 

document that Leigh Anne will take to the next District Participatory 

Governance Council meeting. 

Adoption of the 

Agenda 

President 1 M: Takayama /S: Jones /U 

 

Action 

Approval of the  

April 12, 2012 

Minutes 

President 1 M: Michelitsch/S: Takayama/U Action 

Public Comment President 3 3 minutes will be allowed per speaker. Information 

Standing Agenda Item 

Officers’ 

Reports and 

Standing 

Committees 

Chairs/reps 10 President/Vice President 

 

 Faculty are encouraged to attend the ASCCC Leadership Institute in 

June and the Curriculum Institute in July, information about both of 

which can be found on the AS web site. 

 2013 Commencement speaker will be Juan Sepulveda, senior 

advisor for Hispanic Affairs for DNC, former director of white 

house initiative on education excellence for Hispanic students. 
 

  College Council: no report 

  College Budget Committee: no report 

  District Academic Senate/District Shared Governance Council: no report 

 

Treasurer:  $200 will be contributed to the End of the Year Celebration. 

Research: no report 

Curriculum Committee: The General Education handbook is available online 

in accordance with accreditation requirements.  CC wants to talk w/ people 

more about the concept of general education.  GE will be a program that 

needs to go through program review.  Comprehensive program reviews have 

been completed for the year.  Nick shared that they were very good.  All 

reviews are published and members of the community can look at them. 

 

Educational Policy: Steve will be stepping down as Ed. Policy chair, and the 

committee is looking for a new chair.  No recommendation was made 

regarding whether or not certificates would be included at commencement. 

 

Professional Personnel: Arthur will be stepping down as chair, replaced by 

Zack Bruno.  Arthur shared concerns about people submitting proposals after 

the committee had already made their awards.  Concerns were raised that 

people who received awards were just now notified, and people who did not 

get awards were never notified.  A way of communicating awards and 

declining of awards in a more timely fashion is important moving forward. 

Information 

Other reports Chairs/reps 6 ASSC: No rep present. 

AFT: Negotiation will continue throughout the summer. 

Information 



 

Classified Council: No rep present. 

SEEED: No rep present. 
New Senate Business 

PETF report Nina Floro, 

PETF 

member 

10 Nina reported that the Performance Evaluation Task Force (PETF), which 

was tasked with revising the faculty evaluation process, is on schedule with 

its work.  She addressed concerns that there had been little communication 

about the PETF’s work and shared that the PETF wishes to increase 

communication.   They are close to having a draft for faculty to review in 

August.  Faculty will be able to give feedback via online and hard copy 

forms.  A test run evaluation process will focus on DE classes.  Drafts of the 

current document are on Sharepoint, which should be open to all faculty.    

The group last met on Monday.   Nina asked that all faculty give feedback 

when they are asked to do so.   

 

Pres. Shaw thanked Nina and asked her to convey thanks to the PETF for 

their work on the draft evaluation process.    

Information 

Approval of 

Accreditation 

Self-Study 

Christine 

Roumbanis 

and Donna 

Bestock 

10 The senate is asked to approve the Accreditation Self-Study, which can be 

found at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/accreditationselfevaluation/draft.php 

 

Co-chairs shared the Accreditation Self-Study draft.   Donna shared 

that the content of the draft is there, but it has not been edited and put 

into one voice yet.   If any changes are to be made from this point 

forward, they would be made in an addendum.  All four constituencies 

are asked to approve, and it will then go to College Governance 

Council.  On June 24th it goes to the board.   If it is approved it will be 

done by mid-August and will be submitted to ACCJC.  The co-chairs 

certified that the draft meets the standards and that there is sufficient 

evidence in electronic and hard copy format.  The three colleges are 

submitting drafts that will be uniform and mutually supportive of each 

other – there is no competition between the colleges.   This report at 

this meeting is evidence of the dialogue that takes place at the college 

surrounding Accreditation.  A key element to the draft is the 

evaluation of planning and improvement.  This has been a collegewide 

effort and we should be proud of it.      

 

President Shaw asked about the chance that, despite what we feel is 

excellent work on accreditation, the ACCJC might still find something 

that would jeopardize our status.  Donna was unable to answer the 

question, but if we look at colleges who have had their accreditation 

threatened, we are different in our processes and function.  There is 

nothing structurally wrong at our college; our systems work well and 

do not impede efforts to improve.  We are nimble and able to act 

quickly, effectively and proactively.  It is thought that these qualities 

will serve us well when we are audited.  Faculty and staff have all 

contributed to this effort, something that has been echoed repeatedly 

by the VPI.   What’s more, the college is clearly better off for all the 

work we have done to ensure that we meet the standards.  The college 

is what it is because we have made it so, and we should take pride in 

it. 

 

Motion to approve the draft: Chandler  /S: Takayama/U 

Action 

Marketing President 5 With the enhancement of our Marketing Department, clearer procedures and Information 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/accreditationselfevaluation/draft.php


 

Procedures guidelines were needed and have been developed.  Any individual, program, 

or department who does marketing of any College service must adhere to the 

marketing guidelines and clear their materials through the marketing 

department before sending out to the public.  These guidelines have been 

made available through the divisions and are on the senate Agendas and 

Minutes web page located at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/academicsenate/minutesagendas.php  

 

We are now obligated to share with Marketing what we do so that we can 

ensure the consistency of voice.    Please take a look at the marketing 

guidelines as they are posted in the minutes of the AS.     

 

Comments:  The sameness of all the marketing items that go out might have 

the opposite effect and might cause people to ignore information because it 

all looks the same.  It is hard to give programs a unique marketing style if 

the marketing pieces have to comply with strict format and colors.   

 

What voice do faculty have in marketing campaigns?  For example, the 

“Closer than you think” campaign features faculty on the covers, and this is 

not in keeping with our “Students first” philosophy.  How do faculty give 

input into marketing?   

 

It was noted that students do not have access to Skyline Shines, which could 

be a marketing tool.    

 

President Shaw will invite Marketing to come in fall to address the AS.   

New 

Accreditation 

Standing 

Committee 

President 10 Dr. Perkins proposed to the College Governance Council the need to add the 

Accreditation Oversight Committee to the Compendium of Committees.  

The representation on the committee would be from each constituent group 

on campus and they would meet once a semester.  The group will not be a 

decision-making committee; its purpose would be to ensure that the 

Accreditation process continues as an annual process and progress on items 

is monitored.   Proposed members:  ALO, College President, PRIE Dean, 

Coordinator of Institutional Effectiveness, VPI, VPSS, AS rep, CC rep, SS 

Dean, Curric Comm rep, SS rep, CTE Faculty member rep, Coordinator of 

DE. 

 

M: Takayama / S:  Whitten  / U   

Action 

Academic 

Senate 

Scholarship 

winners 

President 1 The winners of this year’s Academic Senate scholarship are Jamela Brown 

and Michelle Perez. 

Information 

Faculty Marshall 

announcement 

President 1 George Wright has agreed to be faculty marshall. 

 

M: Whitten; /S:Schmierer/U 

Action 

Meyer Award President 20 The Meyer Award nominees were discussed and a winner was selected. 

 

M: Nevado/S: Jones/U     

The recipient will be announced at the end of the year celebration on May 

20, 2013, from 12-2pm in room 6202. 

Action 

Other Special 

Recognitions 

President 5 
Several additional special recognition awards will also be presented at the 

end of the year celebration.  There was no action on this item; senate 

approved by consent earlier in email interaction. 

Information

/Action 

Elections President 3 VP:  Kate Williams Browne Information 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/academicsenate/minutesagendas.php


 

Results Secretary:  no candidate.  Write-ins included Christine Roumbanis, Chip 

Chandler, Nate Nevado, and Carmen Velez. 

Treasurer:  Tiffany Schmierer 

Ed Policy Chair:  no candidate.  Write-ins included Cindy Moss, Jennifer 

Mair, Katherine Harer, and Stephen Fredricks. 

Professional Personnel chair:  Zach Bruno 

Research Chair:  Mousa Ghanma 

Curriculum Co-chairs:  Nick Kapp and Jacquie Escobar 

 

President Shaw will contact the write-ins and ask if they are interested in 

serving.  The unfilled positions will be appointed by the senate as the first 

order of business of the Fall 2013 semester. 

End-of-year 

Celebration 

President 10 
The End-of-year Celebration will be held on May 20th from 12-2pm in room 

6202-6206.  There will be awards and recognition of retirees – please attend. 

Information 

Update on 

senate tasks:  

By-laws and 

Constitution and 

Senate 

Handbook 

President 

and task 

members 

5 This item was tabled for Fall 2013.  Information 

Announcements All 1 None. Information 

Adjourn President 1 3:15pm.  M: Jones /S: Schmierer /U Action 

  107 Minutes submitted in joint by Melissa Michelitsch, Nick Kapp, and Leigh 

Anne Shaw. 

 

 


