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Call to Order President 1 min Quorum was set at 1:15pm. 
Introductions:  Leigh Anne Shaw, Fermin Irigoyen, Tiffany Schmierer, 

Edwina Yuan (ASSC), Arthur Takayama, Chip Chandler, Michael 
Moynihan, Steve Aurilio, Liza Erpelo, Kate Browne, Nick Kapp.   

Guest:  Karen Wong 

Tiffany was selected as timekeeper and will begin taking minutes for 
Leigh Anne, who will join the meeting and take over minute-taking 

later. 

 

Adoption of the Agenda President 1 min Chip M, S Kate-with the removal of the IRB item from the agenda  
M:  Takayama/S: Moynihan/U 

Action 

Approval of the  

February 24, 2012 Minutes 

President 5 min M:  Takayama/S: Moynihan/U Action 

Public Comment President 10 min 3 minutes will be allowed per speaker.  

Chip-AFT is getting signatures for a petition to encourage the fact-
finding committee to do their job, which will allow contract 

negotiations to move forward.   

 Information 

     

Agenda Item     

Update IRB Melissa M. 

 

10 min Institutional Review Board 

Melissa was unable to be here today, so the topic was tabled for next 

meeting. 

Information 

Student Learning Outcomes President 35 min Discussion for action Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Resolutions for Student Outcomes were presented by Karen Wong and 
she explained each resolution – they are attached to this document. The 

resolutions were written in response to an article in the Advocate which 
prompted a lot of dialogue.  The larger context is accreditation.  They 

address a district-wide recommendation that we agree to put SLOs on 

syllabi.  The point was well made that, while we want to take a stand 
against SLO being used for evaluation, we would rather not refuse to 

participate and endanger the college’s Accreditation.  We wish to show 
that SLOs are a teaching obligation, not an evaluation item.  

 

AFT: the practice by WASC of evaluating institutions on how 
integrated SLOs are in faculty evaluation is now before the PERB and 

the subject of a lawsuit.  
 

Karen brought the view of SLOAC coordinators that faculty are glad 

that AFT has finally made progress in bringing forward the lawsuit, but 
we don’t want the process of negotiating SLOs to take down the campus 

in Accreditation.     
 

Resolution #1: Support of Faculty Role and Responsibility in the 

Development and Use of SLOs to Improve Student Learning and 
Program Effectiveness. 

 
Resolution #2: Support of Publication of Student and Program Learning 

Outcomes   

 
Resolution #3: Opposition to the Use of Student Learning Outcome 

Attainment in Faculty Evaluation 
 

Resolution #4: Support for the Performance Evaluation Review 

Committee to Address the ACCJC Requirements Pertaining to the 
SLOAC and Faculty Evaluation. 

 

Action 
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Fermin asked what the Senate wished to do.  Approximately half 

favored voting today on the resolutions, and half wanted to take them 
back to their constituents.    

 

Motion:  Browne, that the Senate take the resolutions back to their 
constituents for comment and bring back for voting on April 13th.   

S: Takayama.  Aye: 9    Nay: 0    Ab:  1  Motion passes.   
 

Dean of Language Arts/ 

Learning Resources Search 
Committee 

President 5 min 
Approval of faculty to serve on the Dean of Language Arts/ Learning 
Resources Search Committee 

Phyllis Taylor- Kathleen Feinblum- Garry Nicol- Nina Floro- Leigh 

Anne Shaw 

M: Moynihan/ S: Chandler/ U 

Action 

Scholarship Contribution Treasurer 10 min Contribute $1,100 toward Student Scholarships and $500 toward 

Student Textbook Rentals  
 

M: Moynihan/ S: Chandler/ U 

Action 

Senate Handbook Update Vice 
President 

5 min An update on our Senate Handbook 
 

No report was made today. 

Information 

Accreditation Update President 5 min Accreditation Update 

 

We are on track with accreditation.   

Information 

Elections Update President 10 min Discussion for the 2012 elections 

 

April 26th will be the deadline for nominations for Senate in Fall 2012.  

 
By-laws are still being reviewed and revised.  

Information 

     

Officers’ Reports  20 min President/Vice President 

  College Council will meet Wednesday March 28th for the purpose of 

examining our Shared Governance evaluation.  This is an open forum in 

4301 to discuss the shared governance process.  A survey has been sent 
out to faculty and staff to evaluate shared governance.  it is important to 

complete this survey to give everyone a voice in how shared governance 
is conducted.   

 

  College Budget Committee:  Process of developing the Measure G 

budget for 2012-13.  Will look at the presentation by Rob Johnstone’s 

Completion by Design on Thursday, March 29th in room 6203.  
   

  District Academic Senate:   

 The PERC MOU was approved and the committee criteria is 
being assembled.   

 DAS will be meeting with Assemblyman Jerry Hill and 
Assemblyman Rich Gordon regarding the SSTF 

recommendations.   
 

  District Shared Governance next meeting will be April 16th, 2:15-
4:15 in the district board room.   

 

Treasurer:  Cutting checks for textbooks and scholarships. 

 

Research: no report today. 

 

Curriculum Committee:  The next two curriculum meetings will be 

the Program Review meetings.    

 Working hard on transfer mediated degrees (which the 

CSU/UC will accept as a 4-yr degree after 2 yrs at a CC).   

 Information has been sent out to all faculty on the 

Curriculum web site on how to get into Curricunet for 
various purposes.   

 Important things to know about Curricunet: 

 When curriculum is submitted, it goes directly to one’s 

dean for approval, and this can be seen by the person 
submitting it.   

 There is no direct feedback between TracDat and 
Curricunet. 

 The way that Curricunet is set up, EVERY change that 
faculty make (changing SLOs, correcting a typo, 

updating a book publish date, etc.) will trigger the 
process of going through curriculum, unlike the old 

system where only “major changes” needed to come 

Information 
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before Curriculum.  This constitutes a problem because 

SLOs should be a dynamic process that can be 
modified outside of the formal curriculum submission 

process.   

 There is a goal to have TracDat be the source for 
faculty to work on SLOs, and then that information can 

be migrated to Curricunet.  That function is not 
possible right now. 

 

 District CC:  Language coming from the state about 

“recommended preparations,” changing the term to 
“advisements.”   

 

Educational Policy:   

 Update of Faculty Handbook – suggested revisions were 

made and sent to the VPI.  They are still there. 

 Grade grievance procedure – EP looked at it and approved it 

and it will come to Senate in the future.   

 Opt-out petition.  Obama wants to see 8 million more 

degrees by 2020.  Now, as a student progresses through the 
college, s/he must petition to get the degree.  The VPSS is 

looking at a different process by which we can locate 

students who have accumulated enough units for a degree 

and let them know that we would be issuing them a degree 

unless they opt out.  Reasons for opting out:  it might 
interrupt their financial aid, etc.   

 
Professional Personnel:  No report today.   

Standing Committees  20 min ASSC:  Working on elections.  ASSC extended the deadline because 

they got only 8 applicants.  Representatives for Kony 2012 are also 
coming to campus.  There is a book drive going on – bring books to the 

ASSC by the end of April. 

AFT:  Union still in fact-finding.  AFT is circulating a petition to the 
fact-finding team to press forward to resolve the contract issue.  See 

your AFT rep to sign it. 
Classified Council: no report today 

District Strategic Planning Committee will meet April 9th.   

SEEED/EEOAC:  No report today. 

Information 

Announcements & 

Future Agenda Items 

All 5 min Next meeting April 13, 2012 at 1:10 room 5-5131  

Adjourn   M: Moynihan/S: Aurilio/U at 2:56 pm.  These minutes are respectfully 
submitted by Leigh Anne Shaw with assistance from Tiffany Schmierer. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 1: 
Support of Faculty Role and Responsibility in the Development and Use of Student Learning Outcomes 
to Improve Student Learning and Program Effectiveness 
 
WHEREAS, The values of Skyline College include a commitment to academic rigor and quality with relevant, 
recent, and evolving curriculum (Values Statement, 2010-2011); 
 
WHEREAS, The professional duties and responsibilities of faculty include evaluation of student performance 
and evaluation and revision of courses and programs (AFT Contract 2006-2009 Appendix D);  
 
WHEREAS, The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges maintains that “outcomes assessment is 
a productive activity that can improve teaching practices and thus enhance student learning,” and that “faculty 
should engage in SLO development and assessment not because it is a requirement for accreditation but 
rather because it is good professional practice that can benefit programs and students” (Guiding Principles for 
SLO Assessment, 2010); 
 
WHEREAS, The assessment of learning outcomes is an integral strategy in achieving the College Goals 
(Goals and Strategies, 2010 Update); 
 
WHEREAS, The 2002 Accreditation Standards of ACCJC require that colleges incorporate measurable student 
learning outcomes at the course, program, degree and institutional level; 
 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/future/aboutskyline/mission.html
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/plans/assets/Goals-Strategies-2010-2012.pdf
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WHEREAS, The Academic Senate of Skyline College maintains the primary, active and essential role of 
faculty in articulating and assessing SLOs, and analyzing the data and its implications (SLOAC Philosophy 
Statement for Skyline College, 2005); 
 
WHEREAS, the development and assessment of student and program learning outcomes does not infringe 
upon Academic Freedom as defined by the 1940 Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure 
with 1970 Interpretive Comments (AAUP Policy Tenth Edition 2006); 
 
WHEREAS, The California Education Code §70902 (b) (7) makes direct reference to “the right of academic 
senates to assume primary responsibility for making recommendations in the areas of curriculum and 
academic standards;” 
 
WHEREAS, The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges supports the embedding of SLO 
assessment in program review (Resolution 9.05, 2010); 
 
RESOLVED, That the Academic Senate of Skyline College supports the primary role and responsibility of 
faculty in the development and assessment of course, program, and institutional student learning outcomes; 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Academic Senate of Skyline College maintains that the processes 
established for assessment of course, program, and institutional student learning outcomes should be 
designed to empower faculty to improve their professional abilities as educators and to encourage meaningful 
collegial dialogue about improving student learning and program effectiveness. 
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RESOLUTION 2: 
Support of Publication of Student and Program Learning Outcomes 
 
WHEREAS, The values of Skyline College include a commitment to academic rigor and quality with relevant, 
recent, and evolving curriculum (Values Statement, 2010-2011) 
 
WHEREAS, the placement of student learning outcomes on instructor syllabi supports and does not infringe 
upon Academic Freedom as defined by the 1940 Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure 
with 1970 Interpretive Comments (AAUP Policy Tenth Edition 2006); 

 
WHEREAS, the SLOs are a binding part and driving force of what is taught since faculty are required to follow 
the principles of the course outline of record, but faculty retain academic freedom in HOW they help students to 
achieve the SLOs;  
 
WHEREAS, Recognition and implementation of specified student learning outcomes ensures that a student 
taking any section of a course will be expected to achieve the same fundamental outcomes, regardless of the 
method of instruction utilized;  
 
WHEREAS, When academic standards and expectations are made transparent, students have a clear 
understanding of what is required of them in order to attain a desired level of academic success; 
 
WHEREAS, Many students experience greater motivation to learn when they understand how a course or 
program may benefit them and further their educational and professional goals; 
 
WHEREAS, The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges supports the alignment of SLOs from 
the course level upward through the program and institutional level (Guiding Principles for SLO Assessment, 
2010); 
 
WHEREAS, Standard II.A.6 of the 2002 Accreditation Standards requires that the college “describes its 
degrees and certificates in terms of their purpose, content, course requirements, and expected student 
learning outcomes. In every class section students receive a course syllabus that specifies learning outcomes 
consistent with those in the institution’s officially approved course outline;”   
 
WHEREAS, In its Rubric for Evaluating Institutional Effectiveness - Part III: Student Learning Outcomes, 
ACCJC requires that “students demonstrate awareness of goals and purposes of courses and programs in 
which they are enrolled;” 
 

RESOLVED, That the Academic Senate of Skyline College strongly encourages all faculty to promote 
transparency and accountability by including student learning outcomes in their course syllabus and supports 
the publication of program learning outcomes for degrees and certificates in the College Catalog and college 
website. 
 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/future/aboutskyline/mission.html
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RESOLUTION 3: 
Opposition to the Use of Student Learning Outcome Attainment in Faculty Evaluation 
 
WHEREAS, Standard III.A.1.c of the 2002 Accreditation Standards states, “Faculty and others directly 
responsible for student progress toward achieving stated student learning outcomes have, as a component of 
their evaluation, effectiveness in producing those learning outcomes;” 
 
WHEREAS, Varying and conflicting interpretations of Standard III.A.1.c have caused concern among faculty 
and institutions and have not been clarified by the “Questions to Use in Institutional Evaluation” provided by the 
ACCJC Guide to Evaluating Institutions, 2011; 
 
WHEREAS, The Academic Senate of Skyline College declared that SLOAC will not be used “punitively or as a 
means of determining faculty or staff salaries or rewards” (Statement of Principles on Assessment, 2005); 
 
WHEREAS, The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges states that “using SLOs as a basis for 
faculty evaluations (III.A.1.c) demonstrates an egregious disregard for local bargaining authority and interjects 
a threatening tone into what the ACCJC claims is a collegial peer process” (The Accreditation Standards: 
Implementation, 2004); 
 
WHEREAS, The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges affirmed its “opposition to including the 
attainment of student learning outcomes as an aspect of individual faculty evaluations,” and declared its intent 
to work with ACCJC “to ensure that accreditation recommendations do not use student learning outcomes in 
any manner that would undermine either local bargaining authority or the academic freedom of individual 
faculty members” (Resolution 2.01, 2008); 
 
RESOLVED, That the Academic Senate of Skyline College affirms its resistance to including the attainment of 
student learning outcomes as an aspect of individual faculty evaluations, but rather should be used for course 
and program improvement; 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Academic Senate of Skyline College will work with the ACCJC and with other 
concerned statewide faculty organizations to ensure that accreditation recommendations do not use student 
learning outcomes in any manner that would undermine either local bargaining processes or the academic 
freedom of individual faculty members. 
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RESOLUTION 4: 
Support for the PERC to Address the ACCJC Requirements Pertaining to the SLOAC and Faculty 
Evaluation 
 
WHEREAS, The professional duties and responsibilities of faculty include evaluation of student performance 
and evaluation and revision of courses and programs (AFT Contract 2006-2009 Appendix D);  
 
WHEREAS, The faculty of Skyline College are committed to the development, use and assessment of student 
learning outcomes and program learning outcomes as a means of improving student learning and program 
effectiveness (SLOAC Framework, 2005);  
 
WHEREAS, Standard III.A.1.c of the 2002 Accreditation Standards states, “Faculty and others directly 
responsible for student progress toward achieving stated student learning outcomes have, as a component of 
their evaluation, effectiveness in producing those learning outcomes;” 
 
WHEREAS, The Academic Senate of Skyline College is opposed to including the attainment [emphasis added] 
of student learning outcomes as an aspect of individual faculty evaluations;  
 
WHEREAS, Reflection on instructional and assessment practices and results are hallmarks of good educators, 
and evaluation and revision of curricula and programs are professional obligations;  
 
RESOLVED, That the Academic Senate of Skyline College support the PERC in addressing the ACCJC 
requirement pertaining to faculty evaluation and the SLOAC. 
 
 
 


