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Skyline College  

Academic Senate 
Minutes 

Friday February 24, 2012 

5-5131    1:10 pm -3:00pm  
 

 

Governing Council Officers 

2011-2012 
 

Fermin Irigoyen 

President 
 

Nick Kapp 

Past President 
 

Leigh Anne Shaw  

Vice President 
 

Leigh Anne Shaw 

Secretary 
 

Tiffany Schmierer 

Treasurer 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Nick Kapp  

Curriculum Committee 

 

Steve Aurilio 

Educational Policy 

 

Arthur Takayama 

Professional Personnel 

 

Melissa Michelitsch 
Research 

 

Division Representatives 
 

Kate Williams Browne 

Business 
 

Nate Nevado 

Counseling 
 

Liza Erpelo 

Language Arts 
 

Chip Chandler 

Kinesiology Athletics Dance 
 

Michael Moynihan 

Social Science Creative Arts 
 

Stephen Fredricks 
Science Math Technology 

 

Call to Order President 1 min Quorum was set at 1:17. 
Introductions:  Leigh Anne Shaw, Fermin Irigoyen, Tiffany Schmierer, 

Melissa Michelitsch, Steve Aurillio, Michael Moynihan, Edwina Yuan 
(ASSC), Nick Kapp, Nate Nevado, Liza Erpelo. 

Fermin was selected as Timekeeper. 

 

Adoption of the Agenda President 1 min M: Moynihan/S: Aurillio/U Action 

Approval of the  
February 10, 2012 Minutes 

President 5 min M:Moynihan/S: Schmierer/U. Action 

Public Comment President 10 min 3 minutes will be allowed per speaker.  No one from the public was 
present to address the senate today. 

Information 

     

Agenda Item     

Update IRB President 
 

10 min Institutional Review Board 

 

This was presented to the President by Rob Johnstone, and Regina 

wanted time to look at it in Cabinet, but overall the administration is in 
support of it and they would like it finalized by this academic year.  

Some points to be clarified: 

 Passing IRB approval is not a guarantee that research will 

commence; there may be outlying issues that might hinder a 

research project from going forward. 

 The IRB needs to be at least 5 people covering scientific and 
nonscientific areas.  The remaining members can be made up 

of representation from the campus at large. 

 Ultimately it is the institution who is responsible for 
protection of human subjects.  While the IRB is a shared 

responsibility, they ultimately are a recommending body 
who makes the recommendation to the president.   

 
Discussion ensued on whether the IRB is an independent body or 

whether it merely vets and recommends to the president.  It was 

suggested to investigate other IRBs and learn their role and relationship 
to administration.  The government Health and Human Services web 

site was accessed during the discussion and it stated while 
administration has the right to disallow research that has been approved 

by the IRB, administration cannot approve research that has been 

disapproved by the IRB.  Further research will be done to find language 
that truly represents the purpose, scope, and role of the IRB.   

 

Information 

Dean of Science Math & 
Technology Search 

Committee 

President 5 min 
Approval of faculty to serve on the Dean of SMT Search Committee 
Patricia Deamer-Ilka Koskelo-Sandra Hsu-Stephen Fredricks 

M: Moynihan/S: Shaw/U 

Action 

+/- Grading President 20 min Discussion for action on a +/- grading policy 

 

After much discussion, it was found that most faculty and students on 
campus tend to lean away from the plus/minus grades.  Issues were 

cited such as jeopardizing transfer status, going out of alignment with 
other colleges since it increases the range of grade, being generally 

unpopular with the students, and having no real reason to move towards 

adoption of this change in policy. 
 

Motion, that the plus/minus grading policy be rejected: 
Moynihan/S:Michelitsch/U 

Action 
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Elections Update President 10 min Discussion for the 2012 elections 

 

The term of the Senate president has been increased to two years to 
allow for a longer training time and greater effectiveness.   

 

The final Senate meeting of the Spring semester will be May 11th.  A 
call for nominations will go out the week of April 16th, and nominations 

will be open the week of April 23rd.  The elections will be held the week 
of April 30th.   Nominations for the Meyer award will be held during the 

same time frame. 

Information 

     

Officers’ Reports  20 min President/Vice President Report 

Senate would like to create a Senate handbook to assist new and current 

senators.  Items covered would be the 10+1, the process of policy 
approval, the chain of communication and governance, and the 

committees. 
 

The faculty handbook is in a stage of final review and should be coming 

to Senate for approval soon. 
 

Importance of SLOs on syllabi.  All syllabi need to have SLOs on them.  
The Accreditation team will come and look at sample syllabi and they 

expect to see SLOs on them.  Of the colleges that were reviewed last 

year, and 11 were placed on warning.  The accreditation team will 
examine every element of our teaching to see that we are at the 

“Proficiency” stage of SLO implementation.  AFT expressed in a recent 
Advocate article the concern over SLOs being used to evaluate faculty 

without it being first negotiated.  It was pointed out that our evaluation 

process currently does not include SLOs, so without negotiation, that 
evaluation would not include elements outside of it.   

 

  College Council:   
For graduation, a commencement speaker is being arranged in addition 

to the student speakers and others. 
 

IPC is talking about updating the Education & Facilities Master Plan.  

Regina has asked that the Technology Advisory Committee update the 
technology plan.  TAC will be conducting a survey this semester.    

 

Grade due dates: 

Registration for summer/fall begins Monday, April 30.  Students with 

any outstanding balances on their accounts will not be able to register.   
 

Wednesday, May 16, any student who hasn’t paid fees from between 
April 30 and May 16 will be dropped at midnight.   

 

Grades due date for Summer:  Last final is Thursday, August 9th. 
Monday 9am August 13th (4-day window of time, many classes don’t go 

full 8 weeks).   
 

Grades due date for Fall:  Last final Wed. Dec. 19, 9am Friday the 21st.  

Our calendar puts us at a very late end for the Fall semester. 
 

 
  College Budget Committee:  Productivity reports showed growth.  

IPC will do a presentation on March 14th and CBC are strongly 

encouraged to go to promote alignment of services and efforts towards 

degrees and transfer. 

 
  District Academic Senate/District Shared Governance:  Still 

working on the MOU for the Performance Evaluation Review 

Committee.  The district presented language that was objected to by 
DAS/AFT, and DAS recently revised language and is presenting that to 

administration.   We need to look at the evaluation process, so Fermin is 
asking that we move forward on it. 

 

Treasurer: Fermin and Tiffany will meet to find out how much money 
we have for scholarship and book fund. 

 
Research: No Report. 

 

Curriculum Committee: Curricunet is being used as the sole tool to 
enter courses as course modifications or new courses.  A handy guide is 

being created to assist faculty in understanding the pathway and 

Information 
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process.  Curriculum is looking at using Curricunet for SLO tracking – 

it is not clear if that is possible and if there will be support.  More 
research is being conducted. 

Educational Policy:  Ed Policy received a request from Dr. Joi Blake to 

review our policy to see if it includes an opt-out vs. petition policy.   
 

Professional Personnel:  No report. 

Standing Committees  20 min ASSC:   
Four funding requests for SOCC - $500 to Ceramics, $3000 for the 

Spring Musical and money for Honors Club and President’s Innovation 
Fund.  Clubs want to do a fundraiser for Cystic Fibrosis; also having a 

book drive.  Club rush for Friday March 16th.  

 
March in March (March 5th) is being sponsored by ASSC:  3 buses have 

been reserved and lunch will be provided.  Buses leave at 7. 
 

Elections information meeting is Wed. Feb 29th at 1:00 and Tuesday 

March 6 at 3:00pm.  Passionate students who would be good in service 
to the ASSC are sought.   

 
AFT: No report 

 

Classified Council: no report 

 

District Strategic Planning Committee:  Looked at the board goals to 
align them with the college goals.  Next meeting will be March 12th.  

 

SEEED/EEOAC:  No report. 

Information 

Announcements & 

Future Agenda Items 

All 5 min Next meeting March 23, 2012 at 1:10 room 5-5131  

Adjourn   This meeting was adjourned at 3:03pm (Moynihan/S: Michelitsch/U).  
These minutes are respectfully submitted by Leigh Anne Shaw. 

 

 


