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TRiO Kicks Off the Semester 

      
The TRiO program welcomed the Fall 2011 semester with its Kick Off event on Wednesday, 

August 31, 2011.  New and continuing TRiO students came together for an afternoon of fun and 

educationally rich activities.  Those who attended had the opportunity to meet the TRiO staff and 

learn about the multitude of services TRiO offers its students throughout the Fall and Spring 

semesters.  Services such as academic, career, and personal counseling, one-on-one tutoring, 

transfer planning, financial aid assistance, educational 

and skill-building workshops, and campus visits to four-

year universities were highlighted. 

 

During the event, the TRiO Club introduced its existing 

board members and announced the various events the 

club has planned for the 2011-2012 academic year.  In 

addition, students were able to network with other TRiO 

students through an interactive activity designed to build 

social capital.  

 

The Kick Off event was a success among TRiO 

students!  We want to thank the TRiO Club for its major 

contribution in leading this event.  Also, thank you to the 

TRiO staff and faculty for their participation in making 

this a successful event.        

 



 
 

Photos and article submitted by Jessica Lopez 

  

Skyline College Visits the Grove Foundation to Present the 

Grove Scholars Program - SparkPoint Skyline College 

 
Skyline College was invited to present the Grove Scholars Program to the Grove Foundation on 

September, 13, 2011. Mike Williamson, 

Interim Vice President of Instruction, 

Patty Kwok, SparkPoint Counselor and 

Grove Scholars Program Coordinator, 

and William Watson, SparkPoint at 

Skyline College Director, presented to a 

small group that included Intel co-

founder and CEO Andy Grove and his 

family. William Watson noted that Dr. 

Grove’s rise to become a Silicon Valley 

icon is a familiar story in American 

business history, but lesser known is his 

personal story. His father was imprisoned 

in work camps by the Nazis. His family 

subsequently escaped from communist 

Hungary and immigrated to the United 

States. He started here with virtually 

nothing and earned a Ph.D. from UC 

Berkeley and was subsequently named 

Man of the Year by Time Magazine. 

After great success, the Grove family is 

working through the Grove Foundation to 

support students who are pursuing Career  
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and Technical Education. To date, fifty-one $2000 scholarships have been awarded to Skyline 

College students. Conditions to receive the award include participation in financial education 

workshops and individual financial coaching, career counseling, and additional services to 

support academic success and goals. The application deadline to apply for a Spring 2012 

scholarship is 4:00 p.m., November 17, 2011. To apply, students should request an application 

by email at grovescholar@smccd.edu. For more information regarding the application process 

and to request assistance with the application, students should contact Patty Kwok, in the 

SparkPoint Center at 650-738-7045. SparkPoint at Skyline College is now featuring a Hall of 

Fame Photo collection of Grove Scholars 2010-2011. Please visit SparkPoint at Skyline College 

in Building One, Second Floor, to see the photos.   

 
Photos  and article submitted by William Watson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:grovescholar@smccd.edu
mailto:watsonw@smccd.edu?subject=skyline%20Shines%20article%20-%20Grove%20Scholars


Culture of Inquiry:  Student Success 
 

How well do we respond to the needs of our 

students, the community, business, industry, the 

governments and accrediting agencies? 

 

When you think about the academic 

performance of Skyline College students, what 

is your impression of the student body as a 

whole?  Is it of a highly successful, 

academically talented group of students?   Or 

does a different picture come to mind?  A look 

at indicators such as Retention, Success & 

Access, Satisfaction and Perception, 

Employability, and Marketing & Public 

Relations help us form a realistic picture that 

will inform our strategies and decisions.   

Last week we shared Retention Rate and Persistence Rate measures and this week the focus is on 

the All Course Success Rate and Basic Skills Course Success Rate measures 

(http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/plans/BalancedScorecard.html).   The All Course 

Success Rate refers to the percentage of students enrolled in any Skyline course on Census Day 

who finish the course with a grade of A,B, C, or CR while the Basic Skills Course Success Rate 

examines the grades earned for students enrolled in a Basic Skills course.   

            

Through our institutional effectiveness shared governance planning processes, the college set a 

benchmark of 70 percent student success rate for students in all of Skyline’s courses.  Looking 

back at the previous five academic years, Skyline College has not met that benchmark.  With a 

goal of 70 percent of all students earning a grade of A, B, C, or CR in their coursework, student 

success has consistently been at a rate of 68 or 69 percent.  What does this trend suggests to you? 

How does this information help us think about increasing student success?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certainly the increase from 2007/08 to now shows we are headed in the right direction.  How do 

we keep it going?  In other words, what or where is the intervention, initiative, service or action 

that would allow us to enjoy the momentum of increasing student success to 70 percent and 
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beyond? Additionally, if we break this information down by ethnicity, what do you think we will 

find?  How do we consider student success in the context of student equity (equitably serving all 

of our students?)  We are not there yet so it is often good to reflect and ask, “What do we think is 

going on?”  When we answer that question, we form a conceptual framework through which to 

consider student success, understand the challenges we encounter, and form solutions that help 

us reach our goal(s). 

            

In terms of basic skills courses, the trend is different.  With a goal of 55 percent of students 

earning a grade of A, B, C, or CR, Skyline students were at or below the benchmark during the 

first three years.  However, there have been noticeable gains in the past couple of years and 

students are now performing well above the goal.  This upward trend is very encouraging and 

reinforces the need to continue the positive work with the students.  Again, we need to look at 

this data at a deeper level to ensure we are equitably serving all students.   

 
We also have the opportunity to stand back and consider why we have a goal of 55 percent 

success in basic skills.  Put differently, how comfortable are we with a 45 percent failure rate of 

basic skills students?  Again, given the complexity of the task, how do we start?  Where do we 

start?  What should we start with?  All of these questions are an invitation to the creative and 

caring side inside all of us to offer ideas that will change the educational outcomes and realities 

for the students we serve.  

 

The Research & Planning office is currently working to analyze the most recent data available to 

see if the upward trends continue.  As soon as that information is available, the college 

community will be informed.  If you have questions, concerns or ideas about this topic, please 

feel free to contact Rob Johnstone or David Ulate. 

 

I would like to thank Rob Johnstone and Dave Ulate for providing the data that allowed me to 

write this analysis and pose these questions to our college community.  These ideas do not 

represent a position of the Research and Planning Office.  Indeed their role is to provide the 

data.  These ideas and questions are being posed from the President’s Office with the good intent 

of engaging this conversation, pursuing student equity, and supporting the faculty and staff in 

their efforts to serve the college community.  I am excited about the ideas and responses that may 

be generated by these articles.   
 

Written by Regina Stanback Stroud – Thanks to the Research and Planning Office for contributing the data. 
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Shared Governance Notes 
 

 Compendium 
            Skyline College has a robust shared governance process and structure.  Each year a 

number of committees, councils and taskforces come together to provide input into the 

decision making processes.  To look at what committees exist, the charge of the 

committee, meeting times and dates and the membership of the committees, please see the 

newly posted  Compendium of Committees 

at  http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/collegecouncil/compendium.ht

ml 

  

College Budget Committee 
             

            The College Budget Committee held its first meeting for the academic year on September 

8, 2011 co-chaired by Fermin Irigoyen, Academic Senate President, and Eloisa Briones, Director 

of Business Services.  New members were introduced and the committee’s charge was 

reviewed.  The committee went over the Update on Initiatives for 2010-2011 and Plans for 2011-

2012 as well as the 2006-2013 Education Master Plan some of which have fiscal implications 

and resources required.  Kathy Blackwood, SMCCD Executive Vice Chancellor, shared the 

presentation she made to the board on September 7, 2011.  Kathy retraced the history of 

community college funding since 2007-2008 and the impact it had on the district’s funding.   
 

            SMCCD went through two consecutive years of cuts from 2009-2011 totaling 18.8%. 

Kathy set aside funds in anticipation of midyear cuts last year that did not materialize.  This 

enabled the district to budget with a deficit in 2011-2012 thereby alleviating the sites from 

having to make further cuts.  Under the current assumptions, the district will need to make cuts 

again in 2012-2013, but expect gradual increases in state funding in 2013-2014 and 2014-

2015.  Kathy recommended to the board that the sites be prepared and prioritize cuts should the 

state’s revenue projections are not achieved and the state budget picture worsens.  However, if it 

does not, she recommends that the district forego cuts in 2012-2013 and offset these against 

anticipated increases in state funding in 2013 to 2015. Kathy projects that the district will back 

into basic aid in 2012-2013.   

            CBC will meet again on September 29, 2011.     

 

  

  

Coming Up… 

  

September 17, 2011 

 9:00 a.m., Wrestling – Sacramento City Tournament @ Sacramento 

 11:00 a.m., Men’s Soccer vs. Feather River @ Skyline 

 1:00 p.m., Women’s Soccer vs. Feather River @ Skyline 

 

 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/collegecouncil/compendium.html
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/collegecouncil/compendium.html


September 19, 2011 

 8:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Surgical Technology Club Food Fundraiser – Main 

Quad 

 

September 20, 2011 

 8:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Surgical Technology Club Food Fundraiser – Main 

Quad 

 1.00 p.m., Women’s Soccer vs. Cañada @ Skyline 

 3:00 p.m., Men’s Soccer vs. Modesto @ Skyline 

 

September 21, 2011 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA Workshop – Building 2, Room 2117B 

 5:00 p.m., Volleyball vs. Alameda @ Skyline 

 

September 22, 2011 

 Noon - 2:00 p.m., Surgical Technology Club Open House – Building 7, Room 

7205 

 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  
 

October 8, 2011 

 6:00 p.m., Skyline College Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony & 

Banquet, San Mateo Elks Lodge #1112 (220 W. 20
th

 Avenue, San Mateo); 

Tickets available for $35 at www.woodsideathletics.org/SkylineHFD (pre-sale 

only - no tickets available at the door); for more information, please contact 

Joe Morello at 650-738-4293 or morelloj@smccd.edu 

 

October 18, 2011 

 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., Financial Education Workshop:  Pay Yourself First! – 

Building 6, Room 6202 

 

October 19, 2011 

 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Financial Education Workshop:  Pay Yourself First! – 

Building 6, Room 6202 

 

October 20, 2011 

 

 The Early Childhood Education Department is presenting “Pathways to Your 

Future” on October 20, 2011 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in Building 2, Room 

2306. 

 

October 24, 2011 

 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Skyline College Transfer Day – Building 6, Dining 

Hall 
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October 29, 2011 

 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Skyline College ESL Registration Day – Building 5, 

Learning Center; for more information, please call 650-738-7089 or email 

skyeli@smccd.edu  

 

November 2, 2011 

 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Holiday Job Fair hosted by the Skyline College Career 

Center – Building 6, Dining Hall 

    

  

 Guidelines Skyline Shines Submissions 

Many of you submit material to be included in Skyline Shines.  Thanks so much for ta 

  

king to time to help me keep the college informed.  Here are a few guidelines that will 

facilitate the publication of Skyline Shines each week.   

  

·      Send submission to skylineshines@smccd.edu 

·         Place your submission in a word document with your pictures pasted in the document.   

·         Use medium sized pictures that are equal to ¼ or ½ of a page. 

·         Use Times New Roman 12pt. font that is justified to the left for the body of the article.   

·         Don’t forget to add a headline/title using 18 pt. bold font that is justified to the center 

·         Use the following commonly accepted abbreviations:  a.m. or p.m. (i.e.  “The event will be 

held from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.” “ The workshop is scheduled to run from 9:30 a.m. – 

Noon.” 

·         Spell out numbers of one or two words.  Use figures for numbers that require more than 

two words to spell out. (i.e. “Almost eight years ago I began taking ceramics courses.” And 

“I counted 176 records on the shelf.” 

·         If a sentence begins with a number, spell out the number or rewrite the sentence. 

 Use the month, day, a comma and the year to indicate the date (i.e. “March 4, 

2011” not “March 4
th

, 2011 or March 2
nd

, 2011” 

·         Add the word College when you refer to the name Skyline (i.e.  Skyline College instead of 

Skyline)    

 

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please 

view our calendar at the following link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html 
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If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit 

the information (event, date, time and location) to Christianne Marra in the Public 

Information Office via email at marrac@smccd.edu. 

  

  

Do you have a suggestion?  
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box 

below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  

  

 
  

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  
· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  

· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  

· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

  
Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 

 If you are receiving this newsletter and would like to discontinue receiving it, please notify us at 

skylineshines@smccd.edu and we will remove you from the distribution list.  Thank you.   
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