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PenTV Highlights Financial Coaching Services 

and SparkPoint at Skyline College 

 
Skyline College Counselor, Melanie Espinueva, was a featured guest on “One on One”, a local TV 

program that highlights some of the current events around San Mateo County.  The program 

http://www.vimeo.com/42026114


features a 10-minute interviews conducted by former Redwood City Mayor, Dani Gasparini, 

focusing on the financial coaching services available to community members through SparkPoint 

at Skyline College.  Viewers will gain a better understanding of the financial education services 

offered by SparkPoint at Skyline College open to students as well as the greater San Mateo County 

community.  

 

PenTV, an Emmy-Award winning non-profit programming resource and community information 

channel, broadcasts to over 190,000 households.  It cultivates civic engagement and community 

news coverage on the San Francisco Peninsula and the Bay region, stimulates conversations 

between people and policy makers and fosters a better understanding of the greater San Mateo 

County. 

 
The “One on One” episode, which can be seen on local cable TV channel 26, began airing 

Thursday, May 17, 2012, and will continue to air for a period of one month.   Special thanks to 

Richard Villareal, Financial Education Specialist at San Mateo Credit Union, for recommending 

SparkPoint at Skyline College to be highlighted on the program.   

 

To view the video click here  vimeo.com/42026114. 
 

Article by Melanie Espinueva 

2012 Student Business Plan Competition – Winners!  
 

The Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) at Skyline College has concluded its first Student 

Business Plan Competition!  On May 17
th

, YEP held a Finals Round and Awards Ceremony for 

the competition.  Finalists presented their plans to a panel of judges, who are all experts in the 

business-industry.   

 

The competition was open to all Skyline College students and officially began on March 29
th

.  

With help from a business planning coach, students developed their business ideas and pieced 

together real-world business plans.  Their plans needed to include, among other things, an 

executive summary, market research and analysis, budget strategy and plan of execution.  

 

The 1
st
 place award of $2,000 went to Crownz (a retail baseball cap store) Mr. Jerry Reynolds, 

CEO.  The 2
nd

 place award of $1,000 went to Connect Luxury Transportation (limousine service) 

Mr. Hamzeh Abu-Jassar, CEO.   

http://www.vimeo.com/42026114
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/
https://vimeo.com/42026114


 
Pictured above L-R:  Alex Kramer – judge, Rhonda Abrams – judge, Jerry Reynolds and team –presenters,  

Hamzeh Abu-Jassar – presenter, Lori Wilson – judge 

 

Congratulations to both winners!  

 

CITD and YEP would like to thank everyone that helped make this competition a success. We 

would especially like to thank, the Vice Chancellor of HR, Harry Joel, President Stroud, the 

Business Department, all of the judges, our business plan coach and the faculty and staff that came 

to support the students.  And most importantly, we would like to thank the students, without them, 

there would be no competition.  

 

Please be on the lookout for more information on the FALL 2012 Student Business Plan 

Competition!  

 

The Youth Entrepreneurship Program is funded through grants from the offices of the Chancellor 

for California Community Colleges and locally hosted by Skyline College.  

 

For more information on the Youth Entrepreneurship Program, please contact Pcyeta Jackson at 

jacksonp@smccd.edu or 650-738-7097.  

 
Article by Pcyeta Jackson 

Photo by Cherie Napier 

Innovative Sustainability Education Award Winners 

Announced at ENVS Service Learning Poster Session 

mailto:jacksonp@smccd.edu


      
Photo from left to right: Ray Hernandez, Genievive Del Mundo, Shari Bookstaff, Lindsey Virdeh and Briana 

McCarthy 

 

The Skyline College Sustainable Campus Initiative wrapped up activities with the presentation of 

the first ever Innovative Sustainable Education Awards.  Applications were reviewed by an expert 

panel of community partners including Kif Scheuer from Strategic Energy Innovations, Raj 

Lathigara of Cañada College,  Aaron Aknin from the City of San Bruno,  Mike Lappen from the 

City of South San Francisco, and Julie Phillips of DeAnza College. The evaluation committee 

reviewed how applicants integrated sustainability into curriculum, and inspired students to think 

and act for their local community.  First place and $500 went to Shari Bookstaff for BIO 150 

Introduction to Marine Biology; second place and $350 went to Genievive Del Mundo for BIO 

110 Principles of Biology, and third place went to Shari Bookstaff’s BIO 140 Animals, People and 

Environment. Congratulations to all of the winners! 

 
The awards were presented at the Environmental Science Service Learning Poster Session. 

Students presented their semester long projects: including water conservation for South San 

Francisco, marine mammal studies for the Marine Science Institute, composting and beneficial 

reuse of food waste from Building 6, and the new ENVS Community Garden. Special thanks to 

Sustainable Campus coordinators Briana McCarthy and Lindsey Virdeh, as well as Ray 

Hernandez, Richard Inokuchi and all faculty, staff, and students supporting the initiative. 

 
Thanks to Anjana Richards for photos and her contribution to this article. 



Opportunity Fund Conducts a Partnership Site Visit 

with SparkPoint at Skyline College 
 

Opportunity Fund (OF) is a not-for-profit social enterprise helping thousands of California 

families build financial stability. OF partners with SparkPoint at Skyline College to provide 

Individual Development Accounts (IDA). These matched savings accounts allow clients to invest 

in their education or small business. Through the IDA savings program, for every $1 the client  

saves, they earn $2 in matching funds.  The client can save up to $2,000 and earn up to $4,000  in 

matching funds for a total of $6,000 to pay for education or business expenses.” Since January 

2012, SparkPoint at Skyline College and Opportunity Fund have accelerated their recruitment 

efforts to ensure that this outstanding opportunity reaches as many people as possible.  

 
Gwyneth Galbraith, Opportunity Fund, Major Gifts Director, reviews Opportunity Fund IDA 

Outcomes with SparkPoint at Skyline College Director, Dr. William Watson 

 

Since January, 2012: 

 91 people attended orientations to learn more about Individual Development Accounts (IDAs) 

 31 applied for an IDA 

 24 people are finalizing their enrollment into the program to earn up to $96,000 in matched 

savings!  

 

Opportunity Fund receives funding from the Assets For Independence Program, which is 

administered by the Office of Community Services (OCS), within the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services (http://www.acf.hhs.gov/assetbuilding or http://idaresources.org/).  Thanks to 

Angelita Hernandez and Laura MacArthur from Opportunity Fund for their monthly workshops. 

Thanks to Melanie Espinueva, Counselor, SparkPoint at Skyline College for coordinating the 

Individual Development Account program for SparkPoint.  

 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/assetbuilding
http://idaresources.org/


For more information about SparkPoint at Skyline College please visit the following website: 

www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint or contact Dr. William Watson, Director, at 650-738-7035. 

 
Article by William Watson 

Photo by Ed Center 

Skyline College End of Year Celebration! 

 

Financial Education Workshops, Spring 2012 
 

SparkPoint at Skyline College and the Financial Aid Office collaborated for a third semester to 

offer Financial Education workshops throughout Spring 2012 at Skyline College.  Serving both 

students and residents of San Mateo County, the workshops covered Banking, Building Savings, 

Money Management and Budgeting, and Credit and Identity Theft.  Attendees set financial goals, 

create budgets, discuss attitudes towards money and savings, and explore how to identify 

predatory financial services.  The workshops promote and increase positive financial behaviors, 

and individuals who practice such behaviors in financial coaching are entered into a monthly prize 

drawing to win a grand prize of $125 awarded by SparkPoint partner, Community Financial 

Resources.  

 

SparkPoint Counselor, Melanie Espinueva, Financial Aid Program Services Coordinator, Jocelyn 

Vila, and San Mateo Credit Union Financial Education Specialist, Richard Villareal, collaborated 

across campus programs and community partnerships to co-facilitate the workshops.  Look 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint
http://skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/index.php
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/finaid/index.html
http://www.communityfinancialresources.net/
http://www.communityfinancialresources.net/


forward to financial education workshops again in Fall 2012.  Special thanks to TRiO, EOPS, 

CARE, CalWorks, Grove Scholars Program and faculty and staff for encouraging students to 

attend workshops.  For more information, please visit the SparkPoint at Skyline College website: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/or contact Melanie Espinueva at 

espinuevam@smccd.edu.    

 
Pictured:  Richard Villareal, San Mateo Credit Union Financial Education Specialist 

 
Article & photo by Melanie Espinueva 

Pilipino Cultural Night Returns to  

Skyline College with Kapre & Me 
 

Pilipino Cultural Night returned to the Main Theatre after a one-year hiatus on Saturday, May 5, 

2012 for Kapre & Me, the 7th show for the Kababayan Program.  For the first time since the first 

PCN in Spring 2005, the entire production — scriptwriting, casting, directing, producing, acting, 

dancing, singing, choreographing, prop making, set designing, and everything in between — was 

completed in only one semester, rather than the usual full academic year, over the course of two 

semesters of English 104.  This was a challenge, but not an impossibility, as the students were able 

to successfully sell tickets for two shows, a matinee and gala night, attended not only by friends 

and family members, but also past PCN alumni who wanted to support the new generation of PCN 

students. 

 

This year’s show, Kapre & Me, focused on elements of traditional Filipino mythology.  Using 

handmade paper-mache masks and whimsical costumes created by the students themselves, Kapre 

& Me told the story of a young brother and sister who discover, with the help of their 

grandmother’s old doll who transforms into a friendly, mythical tree monster, that despite their 

differences and sibling rivalry — especially when it comes to video games — the love between 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint/
mailto:espinuevam@smccd.edu


two siblings is more important than anything else in the world. 

 
This show would not be possible without the help and support of several important people: 

Kababayan Program advisors Liza Erpelo, Melanie Espinueva, and Nate Nevado; guest 

choreographers and PCN alumni Jonathan Tioseco and Michael-Paul Fontelera; Theater Events 

Manager Alan Ceccarelli and the members of his Drama 680SA: Technical Production/Stagecraft 

class; Katie Beverly in Graphic Arts/Production; and our deans and their assistants: Connie 

Beringer and Kennya Ruiz, Donna Bestock and Kathy Fitzpatrick, and Joe Morello and Sandra 

Hatzistratis. 



 
A limited number of the Kapre & Me hooded sweatshirts ($40) are still available, and the DVDs of 

the show ($15) will be on sale in a few weeks.  Please contact Liza Erpelo at erpelol@smccd.edu 

or x 4119 if you are interested in purchasing either of these items.  All proceeds from the show go 

towards future productions and activities for the Kababayan Program and its very active and 

dynamic student-initiated and student-run programs: Filipino Student Union, Kapatiran 

Mentorship Program, and Kababayan Dance Troupe. 

applewebdata://F807310B-C061-45E7-A4B5-658AA2044D10/erpelol@smccd.edu


 

 
Photo credits: Emerson Piros/Hot Shots Studio & Karen Cabral 

English Language Institute Opens Doors to 61 New Students 
 



“Epic” is the only way to describe the 6
th

 consecutive ESL Registration Day (formerly Super 

Saturday) which took place on Saturday, May 12, 2012, at the Learning Center.  The largest 

number to date of ESL-seekers from the community gathered to learn how they could access ESL 

and a college education.   

 
ESOL Faculty Leigh Anne Shaw and ELI Counselor Kenny Gonzalez welcome students. 

 

Placement testing was deftly handled by Andy Davis, Goldie Lee and their staff, with help from 

Dave Jorgenson from IT.  Minerva Velasquez and Kennya Ruiz worked feverishly to facilitate the 

application process while Kenny Gonzalez oriented the majority of new students.  ELI Student 

Assistant Claudia Paz was indispensable throughout the day helping students with every aspect of 

the process, and ESOL faculty Leigh Anne Shaw and Garry Nicol were on hand to keep the day 

flowing smoothly.  Even SparkPoint at Skyline College and Financial Aid were present to give 

students vital information, and Martina Center and Kristina Brower took care of the kids at the 

Child Development Center so that their parents could complete their matriculation process.   

 
ESOL Faculty Garry Nicol with ESOL student volunteers 



 
ESOL student volunteer helps a new student fill out her forms 

 

The greatest of kudos go to Amber Wolak, ELI Program Services Coordinator, who coordinated 

the entire event, ably assembling a volunteer staff of twenty ESOL students to help out in well-

coordinated shifts throughout the day.  Some comments from the day’s participants included “My 

baby had fun while I registered” and “The best part is how they help us step by step.”   

ESL students thrive from the extra time we spend to assist them through complicated processes.  

The ELI hosts these events twice yearly and is grateful for the dedication of the Skyline College 

staff who agree every year to come in on a Saturday to participate.  If you see these folks on 

campus, please give them a much-deserved pat on the back, as they truly helped Skyline College 

shine that day!  The ELI wishes to thank the SparkPoint at Skyline College for their generous 

support in making another successful ESL Registration Day possible. 

 
Article by Leigh Anne Shaw 

Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) A Huge Success! 
 

The Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) at Skyline College graduated its last two 

Entrepreneurship Training cohorts for the Spring 2012 semester.  Our 4-week Training Program 

with Young Community Developers, a community based organization in the Bayview-Hunters 

Point area of San Francisco, provided students with an overview of entrepreneurship and taught 

them how to assess and develop their entrepreneurship interests. The class taught basics of 

marketing and sales and concluded with an info session on Skyline College programs and an 

interactive public speaking seminar. 



 
 

YEP also concluded its 6-week training program with the Marin City Community Development 

Corporation (CDC), a non-profit organization serving Marin City.  The CDC provides job 

readiness training in several areas including the construction field.  YEP provided 

entrepreneurship training to participants interested owning their own construction businesses.  This 

class taught students the basics of opening and operating a successful business and how to use 

social media to their advantage.  Participants also received information on Skyline College 

programs as a part of their exit paths. 

 
Both graduations were held on May 10

th 
and participants in both programs received certificates of 

competition from Skyline College. 

 

On May 11
th

 ASTEP Counselor, Tim Dupree, brought his Counseling 100 class o the CITD office 

on a field trip to visit the YEP program.  Pcyeta Jackson gave the students a presentation on 

entrepreneurship and discussed various resources that YEP has to offer.  Students learned about 

the Business Plan Competition and about alternative funding sources to get businesses started.   



 
YEP participated in the Gateway to Careers event at Skyline College on May 15

th
 .  This annual 

San Mateo County ROP event brings career opportunities to high school students. A representative 

from the Youth Entrepreneurship Program served as presenter for the “Business break-out” group. 

This group focused on education and entrepreneurship. Students also had a chance to visit the YEP 

resource table during the event. 

 
YEP offers training sessions as a part of ongoing campus outreach efforts to bring 

entrepreneurship training and information to the students at Skyline College. Not only is the 

objective to introduce entrepreneurship, but also to help remove economic barriers for young 

adults throughout the Bay Area, particularly at Skyline College. We are gearing up for an eventful 

summer of workshops and seminars.  Please be on the lookout for more events! 

 

The Youth Entrepreneurship Program is funded through grants from the offices of the Chancellor 

for California Community Colleges and locally hosted by Skyline College. 

 

For more information on the Youth Entrepreneurship Program, please contact Pcyeta Jackson at 



jacksonp@smccd.edu or 650-738-7097. 

 
Article by Pcyeta Jackson 

Early Childhood Education Celebration & Reception 

May 10, 2012 
 

Over thirty-five students achieving Certificates and Degrees in the Early Childhood Education 

programs from Skyline College and Canada enjoyed a grand Celebration with their families in the 

Early Learning and Child Development Center on May 10, 2012. The house was packed with 

more than 125 students and guests as they delighted in songs from the graduating Pre-

Kindergarten class, led by Nataliya Gamburg (Head Teacher at the new EL&CDC)- what a treat! 

 
Business Division Dean Don Carlson welcomed the students and their families.  President Regina 

Stanback Stroud commended the work our students do in the ECE field as well as Department 

coordinator Kate Williams Browne for such an impressive and growing ECE program here at 

Skyline College. Cañada’s Dean Linda Hayes and Kate Williams Browne announced students’ 

future plans as they walked the stage to receive a gift bag from ECE Program Service Coordinators 

Cece Rebelé and Sue Eftekhari. 

mailto:jacksonp@smccd.edu


 
The Program included a moving and inciting voice for Early Childhood Advocacy and continued 

leadership in the ECE workforce from Melina Sanchez, Senior Associate in Early Learning and 

Development Policy for Children Now. The program closed with inspiration from graduate Teresa 

Campbell (Skyline College/Canada & SFSU for BA & MA degrees), encouraging the new 

graduates to pursue higher education and professionalism for the growing Early Childhood 

discipline.  

 
The Skyline College Jazz Quintet, led by Zachary Bruno, struck up a wonderful selection of easy 

jazz while a “Congratulations Graduates” cake was cut and everyone enjoyed a light buffet. A 

marvelous time was had by all! 



 
Article provided by Cece Rebele and Kate Williams Browne 

Photos by Shawna Whitney and  Kate Williams Browne 

TRiO Celebrates Student Success 
 

On Thursday, May 10, 2012, the TRiO program hosted its End of Year Celebration to recognize 

this year’s graduates and transfers.  TRiO students, family members, administrators, faculty, and 

staff came together to acknowledge the seventy-eight TRiO students who will be completing a 

certificate, graduating with an Associate Degree, and/or transferring to a four-year university.   

 
Additionally, the thirty-two TRiO Grant Aid scholarship recipients were recognized at the event 

for their outstanding academic performance and active participation in the TRiO program.  

Throughout the evening, students and their guests had the opportunity to listen to existing TRiO 

students reflect on their experience in the program and share with the audience how TRiO services 

have helped them reach their academic and career goals.    



 
The event served to highlight the numerous achievements TRiO students have accomplished this 

year and offered an opportunity to celebrate their successes alongside family members and loved 

ones.   

 
We would like to thank administrators and partners for their continued support and attendance to 

this event: Dr. Regina Stanback-Stroud, President of Skyline College, Dr. Joi Blake, Vice 

President of Student Services, Mike Williamson, Interim Vice President of Instruction, Connie 

Beringer, Dean of Language Arts, Dr. John Mosby, Dean of Enrollment Services, and Ray 

Hernandez, Interim Dean of Science, Math, and Technology.  

 

Special thanks to our student speakers: Elisandra Santos, Emmanuel Nava, Keisha Ford, and 

Azhar Abuzahriyeh for sharing their experience.  Lastly, thank you to all the faculty and staff in 

the Learning Center for their commitment to serve TRiO students.  
 

Article provided by Jessica Lopez and photos by Felix Perez 



CSI’s Basic Skills Forum on Acceleration 
 

The College Success Initiative (CSI) committee hosted an open forum for the campus community 

this past Tuesday, May 15, 2012 from 2pm – 3pm.  The focus of this forum was reviewing the 

concepts of Acceleration, best practices, research, and what the model will look like at Skyline 

College this upcoming 2012-2013 academic year. 

 

Faculty from various disciplines, including English, ESOL, Math, and Physical Education, 

attended the presentation.  There was great dialogue about Acceleration and it providing courses to 

help eliminate loss points for students as they go through the Basic Skills sequence in Math and 

English.  Questions such as the articulation of courses to CSU’s and UC’s, pre-requisites, and 

degree requirement implications sparked informative discussion among presenters and attendees.   

 

There will be more work and discussion as we move forward with Acceleration in both English 

and math and we welcome questions and feedback from the campus community.  We are excited 

about this pilot and it is in line with the Completion by Design model of identifying loss points for 

students and finding solutions for student success. 

 

Thank you to all attendees and Chris Gibson, Soodi Zamani, and David Hasson for their 

presentations on Acceleration. 

 

For information, please contact Nohel Corral at corraln@smccd.edu or Chris Gibson at 

gibsonc@smccd.edu.  

 
Article submitted by Nohel Corral 

“Gateway to Careers” Brings San Mateo County Court and 

Community School Program to Skyline College 

 
Dr. Joi Blake, Vice President of Student Services, Skyline College welcomes students 

mailto:corraln@smccd.edu
mailto:gibsonc@smccd.edu


and introduces Keynote Speaker Dr. Connie  Dominguez. 

 

“Gateway to Careers” for San Mateo County Office of Education Court and Community Schools 

Program brought over 60 youth to the Skyline College Campus last Tuesday, May 15, 2012.  

Students from the Court and Community Schools explored educational options and career 

pathways by participating in industry presentations, career and college readiness workshops, and a 

campus tour.  The event has become an annual event through a partnership between SparkPoint at 

Skyline College, San Mateo County Office of Education Court and Community Schools Program 

and the Regional Occupational Program (ROP). Prior to the event, Lauren Sneed, ROP Counselor, 

conducts career exploration activities utilizing Kuder Career Navigational Assessments so that 

students can identify career pathways of interest. Based on assessment results, “Gateway to 

Careers” features the field trip to Skyline College for a daylong conference event where students 

interact directly with professionals working in careers of interest to the students.  

 

The following career pathways were represented: Automotive Technology, Julia Johnson, Skyline 

College; Business, Rachael Rehmet, Business Owner, and Pcyeta Jackson, Skyline College Center 

for International Trade Development; Construction, John Butterfield, Butterfield Construction, 

Marty Badja, general contractor; Cosmetology, Karen Nielson, Skyline College Fire Science 

(Public Safety) and Military, California Fire & U.S Coast Guard;  Green / Agriculture, Lindsey 

Virdeh, Skyline College, Cody Jang, Student Conservation Association, Hospitality / Tourism 

Dion Hawkins, Marriott Hotel, SFO Ivy Hawkins, SFO Employment Information Center; Human 

Services, Denisha Cormier, MSW, SMC Human Services Agency Kristen Dempsey, Behavioral 

Health & Recovery Services; Information Technology Willie Aguilar, EA Sports, Eric Sifteo, 

Game Cubes; Healthcare, Judith Crawford, Skyline College, Sonia Sharma, Skyline College; 

Public Services, Officer Elena Dominguez, South San Francisco Police Department Officer 

William Gablin, Stacey Dague, Probation Officer. 

 

Resource Partners included: Career Advancement Academy at Skyline College, Fresh Lifelines for 

Youth (FLY), Northern California Joint Apprenticeship Program, NORCAL Sound and 

Communication, Joint Apprenticeship Training Committee, PeninsulaWorks, San Francisco 

International Airport, SparkPoint at Skyline College, Student Conservation Association, Skyline 

College Center for International Trade Development Youth Entrepreneurship Program. Campus 

Tours included the Automotive Department -Julia Johnson and Cosmetology Department - Nancy 

Lam.    



 
Shelly Mouton, ROP Community Support Staff,  and Adele Berg, ROP Administrator, San Mateo County  

Office of Education Regional Occupational Program 

Dr. John Mosby, Skyline College Dean of Enrollment Services 

 

Special thanks to Lauren Sneed and Shelly Mouton from San Mateo County Regional 

Occupational Program and Adolfo Leiva and Jocelyn Villa at Skyline College for their event 

planning efforts that guided logistics and content for the event. Gateway to Careers is funded in 

part by California Community Colleges, Chancellor’s Office, through a grant managed by 

SparkPoint at Skyline College. For more information about SparkPoint at Skyline College please 

visit: www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint or contact Dr. William Watson, Director, at 650-738-

7035. 

 
Article & Photos by William Watson 

Shared Governance – SEEED Committee Update 

Building a Diversity Framework for Equity at Skyline College 

The SEEED committee will be providing regular updates to the campus community on the work 

that our subgroups are leading. To this end, the Hiring subcommittee is asking, 

“How do our current hiring practices assist or exclude in the attracting/hiring/retaining of 

faculty, staff, administrators reflective of our student population?” 

With the help of the Institutional Planning and Research Office, the SEEED Committee, and 

Human Resources Office, the Hiring subcommittee created a questionnaire that asks people who 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint


have been on Skyline College hiring committees to respond to a hiring survey. This survey will be 

attached to the district questionnaire, which staff and faculty who have been on recent hiring 

committees have been sent from the SMCCD District offices.  We will also look at sending this 

out to faculty via Survey Monkey to gather a wider range of responses from people who have 

participated in previous hiring committees. Responses will be confidential. 

Please note the room change for the next committee meeting: Thursday May 17
th

 from 2:00-

4:00pm in 4-343. If you have questions, please contact Vanson Nguyen, nguyenv@smccd.edu. 

SEEED Hiring Committee Questionnaire: 

 

Questions  (except for #9, 10 & 14) will be scored on a 4-point Likert Scale 

 

Hiring: 

1. What position are you? (Faculty, Classified, AFSCME, Administration) 

2. What position was your Committee for? (Faculty, Classified, AFSCME, Administration) 

3. How familiar were you with the current district hiring processes and policies? 

4. How well did your committee adhere to the established hiring processes and policies? 

5. To what degree do you think personal biases influenced the development of the screening 

instruments? 

6. How much do you think others’ personal biases influenced the development of the 

screening instruments? 

7. How much did your personal biases influence your preference of candidates? 

8. How much do you think others’ personal biases influenced the committee’s choice of 

candidates? 

9. Do you think the interview questions were biased? Yes/No 

10. Do you think the interview process was biased? Yes/No 

11. In what way? (Ethnic/Gender/Age/Communication Style/Experience/Differently-

abled/Religion/Sexual Orientation/Other(fill in)____________). 

12. How satisfied were you with the finalist selection? 

13. How satisfied were you with the process of the final round of interviews? 

14. Is there anything else you would like to share about your Hiring Committee experience? 

Please share below: 

Article provided by Lucia Lachmayr 
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Professional Development Collaboration with JVS 

 

 

A series of staff training and collaboration Employer Engagement Workshops were conducted by 

Jewish Vocational Services for the Skyline faculty and staff.  The Career Center, Coop-Ed, and 

Workability faculty and staff participated in a series of professional development 

collaboration workshops which included the following topics: Employer Spotlights & Events, 

Supporting the Student's Job Search, Employer Engagement , Building Employer Relations, Labor 

Market Research and Best Practices. Appreciation is extended to Patty Kwok, Audrey Young, 

and Abby Ford from Jewish Vocational Services for collaborating with Skyline faculty and staff , 

sharing their resources and expertise in Employment Services. 

 

SMCCCD Board Honors Skyline College Student Trustee 

 

            At a recent Board meeting, the Trustees took a moment to thank Student Trustee Patiane 

Gladstone for her service on the Board.  Board members remarked on the great job she did and 



how much they enjoyed having her on the board. She has been a joy to work with and they 

appreciate the respect she has shown as she represented the students’ voices.  The considerable 

time she has put in as an advocate for students was acknowledged.  They wished her well with her 

future endeavors.  The Board voted to bestow a 2011-2012 Student Trustee Service Award upon 

her.  In accordance  with District Rules and Regulations (Sec 1.05), Ms. Gladstone will receive 

$1,876.00 for her service.   

 

Board of Trustees Actions 

            The Board of Trustees voted to update the district mission statement with two changes (1) 

the statement related to providing quality education and promoting lifelong learning was deleted 

and (2) the reference to occupational education was changed to career and technical education.  

 Additional changes were made to update other Rules and Regulations related to Drug Free 

Workplace rules, computer and network use, admissions requirements, international student 

admissions requirements, student organizations and activities, student conduct, capital 

construction,  and auxiliary services. 

            The Board also passed a resolution in opposition to the Governor’s proposed cuts to early care 

and education and strongly urged the Governor to rescind his reduction and realignment proposals. 
Professor Kate Brown of Skyline College’s Early Childhood Education Program was on hand to 

witness the passage of the resolution.   

 

Facilities Changes Coming Up! 

            Over the summer there will be a few facilities changes in order to better accommodate staff 

and students in the DSP&S program.  Currently the program is housed on the third floor of 

building 2.  It has been a long-time goal of the college to make the program more accessible by 

housing it on a ground level floor.  The pending arrival of the new coordinator has prompted us to 

move this goal to a priority need.  As a result, we will be working with several offices to make 

sure all of the programs and services have the appropriate facilities to serve the students and 

communities.   

            The DSP&S Offices will move to the first floor of Building 5.  Many thanks to the CITD 

staff for being willing to move to the third floor of Building 1 in order to accommodate this move.  

Many thanks to the faculty and staff in the Distance Ed and Workforce Development Center for 

being willing to share the space.  When all has been completed, you will be able to locate the 

following programs in the listed spaces.   

 Building 5:  The former CITD Director’s Office, staff, space, workroom, Conference 

Room and Classrooms 5132A and 5132B will be converted to DSPS offices, the High 

Tech Assistive Technology Center, and DSPS testing Center.   

 Building 1:  CITD, including the Director, Program Services Coordinator, Office Assistant, 

and Intern will move to offices in the former President’s Suite.   

 Building 2:  The Veteran’s Resource Center will be moved to the space vacated by DSP&S 

to accommodate the request for more room and services in the Vet Center.  The offices 

vacated by DSPS staff will be converted to regular faculty offices.  The office vacated by 

http://sharepoint.smccd.edu/SiteDirectory/portal/District%20Information/Board%20Packet/2012-05-16.pdf


the Workability staff will be converted to a storage room and the room vacated by the High 

Tech Lab will be converted to a general lecture classroom.   

            Thanks go to the faculty and staff for working with us to help make this possible.  If the 

spaces are not ideal, I hope we can take comfort in knowing that in the next wave of Capital 

Improvement Projects, we will have the opportunity to design and construct more ideal spaces.  

Anjana Richards, Richard Soyombo, the Instructional Deans, Dr. Joi Blake, and Mike Williamson 

are to be commended for being team players and helping to make the best of the situation.   

            Many thanks go to Jose Nuñez, Vice Chancellor of Facilities, Maintenance and Operations 

and Sarah Supple, Project Manager for supporting our goals to make DSP&S more accessible and 

the Vet Center more resourceful.   

 

 

In Case You Missed it…. 

 

Lloyd LaCuesta To Speak At Commencement 
 

Commencement at Skyline College will be special this year, not 

just because so many deserving students will be graduating, but 

because KTVU Channel 2’s well-known TV personality Lloyd 

LaCuesta will address graduates in honor of their achievement.   

 

LaCuesta has had a successful career in broadcast and will be 

retiring this summer.  He was born in Honolulu, HI and attended 

Cal State-Los Angeles and San Jose State, where he received a 

B.A. in Journalism and Political Science. He received an M.A. in 

Journalism from UCLA. 

LaCuesta was news editor of the Radio and Television News 

Center at San Jose State and won the Sigma Delta Chi Award for 

documentary and news feature reports.  He also served in the U.S. 

Army as a military broadcast journalist for the American Forces 

Korea Network. 

Before coming to KTVU, LaCuesta worked as a writer/editor for KNX/CBS Radio in Los Angeles 

and as a writer/producer for KABC-TV in Los Angeles and KGO-TV in San Francisco. 

He has won Emmy Awards, received honors from the Peninsula Press Club, the National 

Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, and the Associated Press. He also received a Lifetime 

Achievement Award from the Asian American Journalists Association in 2004. 

LaCuesta has been very active in bringing more minorities into the field of journalism. He is a past 

National President of the Asian American Journalists Association and was the first National 

President of Unity '94, which organized the first National Convention of America's Asian, Black, 

Hispanic and Native American Journalists. He currently serves as the director for the Asian 



American Journalists Association's Study Tours Program. 

His most memorable career moments include: coverage of the first landing of the Space Shuttle at 

Edwards Air Force Base; his travels to the Philippines, the land of his parents; a flight into the Mt. 

St. Helen's volcano crater; and coverage of the trip of three fathers to Vietnam in search of the 

Amerasian children they left behind. 

We are honored and excited to have such a distinguished commencement speaker at Skyline 

College! 

The Visual Merchandising Class Presents: 

Golden Gate Cultures – Diversity in San Francisco 
 

The Visual Merchandising class at Skyline College is proud to present its third annual fashion 

show entitled Golden Gate Cultures: Diversity in San Francisco, on Saturday, May 19, 2012 at 

Serramonte Shopping Center. Show starts at 2 p.m. 

 

Under the supervision of Michael Murphy, the fashion show is being run and organized by a 

diverse group of students coming from different cultures and backgrounds. In previous years, the 

fashion shows were focused on clothing for people that were on a budget while battling the 

recession.  This year students wanted to get away from that.  The recession is old news and it is 

time not to worry about how much we spend. A representation of different styles from well-known 

districts of San Francisco will be showcased in this year’s show. Come and see the students serve 

C.E.O. realness with looks from the financial district, take a load off with the cool, laid back 

attitude of the Haight District, or show your true colors with looks from the Castro.  

 

Models of all shapes and sizes will be strutting down the runway in your favorite Serramonte 

stores.  This fashion show is family friendly, free of charge, and did we also mention that it is next 

to the food court. So bring your friends, family, and cameras and support Skyline Colleges’ 

Fashion Merchandising class and Serramonte Shopping Center. Come to the fashion show and see 

how many different cultures are sculpted through clothing. 

 

For additional information please contact Michael Murphy at Skyline College. 



 

Article provided by Michael Murphy 

Coming Up…   
 

May 19, 2012 

 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Visual Merchandising Class Fashion Show at 

Serramonte Shopping Center – presented by Skyline College Visual 

Merchandising Class 



 

May 21, 2012 

 8:00 a.m., Federal Work-Study waitlist opens, Building 2 – Financial Aid 

Office 

 

May 23, 2012 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA and Fee Waiver Workshop, Building 2, Room 

2117B; for more information, please contact the Financial Aid office at 650-

738-4236 

 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  
 

May 25, 2012 

 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Commencement, Building 3, Gym 

 

June 8, 2012 

 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., Native American Heritage Night with SF Giants at 

AT&T Park, 24 Willie Mays Plaza, SF; pre-game festivities start at 6:00 p.m. 

and game beings at 7:00 p.m.; ticket is $35 per person, to reserve and pay for 

your tickets, please email Rebecca Belloso at skylinesacnas@gmail.com 

 

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please view our 

calendar at the following link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html 

 

If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit the event, 

date, time and location to Cherie Napier via email at napierc@smccd.edu.   

Guidelines  for Skyline Shines Submissions 

Many of you submit material to be included in Skyline Shines.  Thanks so much for 

taking to time to help me keep the college informed.  Here are a few guidelines that will 

facilitate the publication of Skyline Shines each week:   

Send submission to skylineshines@smccd.edu 

  

 Submit your article by 3:00 p.m. on Thursdays; articles received after this time 

will appear in the following week’s issue  

 Place your submission in a Word document with your pictures pasted in the 

document.   

 Use medium sized pictures that are equal to ¼ or ½ of a page.  

 Use Times New Roman 12pt. font that is justified to the left for the body of the 

article.   

 Don’t forget to add a headline/title using 18 pt. bold font that is justified to the center  

mailto:skylinesacnas@gmail.com
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html
mailto:napierc@smccd.edu
mailto:skylineshines@smccd.edu


 Use the following commonly accepted abbreviations:  a.m. or p.m. (i.e.  “The event 

will be held from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.” “The workshop is scheduled to run from 

9:30 a.m. – Noon.”  

 Spell out numbers of one or two words.  Use figures for numbers that require more 

than two words to spell out. (i.e., “Almost eight years ago I began taking ceramics 

courses.” And “I counted 176 records on the shelf.”).  

 If a sentence begins with a number, spell out the number or rewrite the sentence.  

 Use the month, day, a comma and the year to indicate the date (i.e., “March 4, 2011” 

not “March 4th, 2011 or March 2nd, 2011”).  

 Add the word College when you refer to the name Skyline (i.e.,  Skyline College 

instead of Skyline).    
 Do you have a suggestion?  
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box 

below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  

  
  
  

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  
· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  

· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  
· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

 Skyline Shines is archived at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
  

 Unsubscribe 

If you are receiving this newsletter and would like to discontinue receiving it, please notify us at 

skylineshines@smccd.edu and we will remove you from the distribution list.  
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