
March 25, 2011 

Vol. 1 No. 9 

 

 

 

 

In This Issue 

 President‟s 

Breakfast 

 People, 

Programs 

and Services 

 Transfer Center 
 Automotive Tech 

 CA Connects 

 Admin Justice      
 Olmecas 
 EYH 

 College Network 

Night 

 Financial Aid 

 Hermanitos 

 

 Skyline 

Shines 

Award 

 President’s 

Innovation 

Fund 

 Coming Up 

 Important 

Links 

President’s Breakfast Coming Up! 

The 11
th

 annual President‟s Breakfast, hosted by the Skyline College 

President‟s Council will be held on March 31, 2011 from 7:00 a.m. - 8:30 

a.m. at the South San Francisco Conference Center located at 255 South 

Airport Boulevard.  The goal of the event is to raise President‟s Innovation 

Funds that then are granted to faculty and staff for innovative proposals in 

support of the mission, vision and values of the college.   You are invited to 

attend.  If you are unable to attend, but would still like to support faculty 

and staff with a tax-deductible contribution to the fund, there are several 

ways to do so including payroll deduction, sending a check payable to San 

Mateo County Community Colleges Foundation or using your 

Visa/Mastercard.  Please contact the President‟s Office for more information 

at ext. 4111.   

Transfer Center Hosts Transfer Fair 

 

On 

Wednesday, Mar

ch 16 the 

Skyline College 

Transfer Center 

hosted their 

annual Transfer 

Fair: A Focus on 

Private Colleges 

and 

Universities.  

Nineteen Private 

Colleges and 

Universities 

were on hand to 

provide students with information regarding their colleges , including 

admissions information, Transfer Admissions Agreements (TAA‟s), financial 

aid, and more.  The event was well attended throughout the day, and the 
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evening, as students visited with campus reps and asked questions. This is the 

third year that the Transfer Center has sponsored the Transfer Fair.  As budget 

cuts have impacted 

admissions to both 

the CSU‟s and 

UC‟s, more and 

more students are 

considering 

transferring to 

private colleges and 

universities.   The 

Transfer Fair was 

added to the list of 

many events 

sponsors by the 

Transfer Center to 

support students in 

researching these colleges.  Thank you to the many people who helped make 

this event a huge success:   Jacquie Escobar; Dina Valdelomar; Nadia Tariq; 

Student Assistants: Abigail Tilo, Kelvin Cheah, Yee Ying Chan, Romina 

Munoz;  Kent Gomez; Nicole Orrante; Intern Suzanne Collins.  

(Thanks to Jacquie Escobar for her contribution to this article) 

Automotive Technology Program to Receive 

NATEF Recertification 

The Automotive Technology Program is proud to announce that it recently 

completed its five year NATEF Recertification process.  Programs earn 

Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certification upon the recommendation 

of the National Automotive Technicians Education Foundation (NATEF).  

Since 1983, the NATEF process has resulted in certified automotive training 

programs in all fifty states at the secondary and post-secondary levels.  NATEF 

was founded as an independent, non-profit organization with a single mission: 

To evaluate technician training programs against standards developed by the 

automotive industry and recommend qualifying programs for certification 

(accreditation) by ASE, the National Institute for Automotive Service 

Excellence.  

NATEF examines the structure and resources of training programs and 

evaluates them against nationally accepted standards of quality.  NATEF's 

precise national standards reflect the skills that students must master.  ASE 

certification through NATEF evaluation ensures that certified training 

programs meet or exceed industry-recognized, uniform standards of 

excellence.  

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/assets/2010-2011/Skyline_Shines_Jan_21_2011.pdf
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/assets/2010-2011/Skyline_Shines_Jan_21_2011.pdf
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mailto:skylineshines@smccd.edu


The Automotive Technology Program has been certified since 1990.  To quote 

the NATEF 

Evaluation Team 

Leader, “Skyline 

has received one 

of the highest 

evaluation scores 

he has awarded.”  

Congratulations 

to Skyline 

College‟s 

dedicated 

automotive staff 

and students. 

Pictured above is 

Dan Ming, Paul 

Spakowski, Clydie Rizzo, Kevin Sullivan, Rick Escalambre, Tom Broxholm 

and Perry Dair. 

(Thanks to Rick Escalambre for his contribution to this article) 

 

California Connects to Launch Event at 

American River College!  

 

On March 23, California Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla (11
th

 District) was 

joined by California Community Colleges leaders and students in marking the 

launch of California Connects, a federally funded program that will increase 

digital literacy and broadband access in underserved communities throughout 

the state. Over the course of three years, this program will help address the 

digital divide that exists in many areas of California. 

Joining Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla were California Community Colleges 

Chancellor Jack Scott, Los Rios Community College District Chancellor Brice 

Harris, Foundation for California Community Colleges President and CEO 

Paul Lanning, and Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) 

students from participating California Community Colleges.  

California Connects will help increase the state‟s broadband users by more 

than 61,000 through deploying community college MESA students and 

representatives from the Great Valley Center to teach members of the 

community how to access and navigate the Internet for educational, health, and 

economic purposes. This program is funded by a $10.9 million grant from the 

U.S. Department of Commerce‟s National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration for Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 

(BTOP) and administered by the Foundation for California Community 



Colleges in partnership with the California Community Colleges Chancellor‟s 

Office and the Great Valley Center. Additional details are available at 

www.CAconnects.org. 

 

Skyline MESA students were proud to be a part of the official launch and acted 

as ambassadors discussing the importance of this program to their 

communities. 

Pictured are Skyline MESA students who acted as ambassadors for the event. 

Left to right: Irina Glazman, Noel Hardesty-Demenge and Siria Marroquin.   

(Thanks to Stephen Fredricks for his contribution to this article and photo) 
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Administration of Justice Program Welcomes  

Detective Austin Avery  (Ret.) 

 

On March 9, Skyline College students had the pleasure to host a guest speaker 

in their Criminal Investigation class.  Austin Avery, an 82 year old retired 

police detective came to share his many colorful experiences as a detective in 

White Plains, New York.  Mr. Avery now lives in Sonoma with his wife 

Gloria.   

(Thanks to Steve Aurilio for his contribution to this article) 

Upcoming Skyline Student Forum Event! 

“Our Future, Our Success” 

 

A second annual Skyline Student 

Forum will be held on Tuesday, March 

29 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., titled 

Students Speak: Our Future, Our 

Success.  This forum focuses 

on student driven solutions to 

improve college completion 

rates and to generate ideas to 

support student academic 

success.   Students will learn 

basic dialogue skills and apply 

these communication skills to identifying solutions and supporting peers in 

their goals of college completion.  Interactive key pad polling will be used to 

collect data and ideas from students as they discuss key questions around 

barriers and ideas for increasing their ability to complete college.  Lunch will 

be provided.  



 

Both events are funded by a Partnership for Excellence grant.  For more 

information please contact Jennifer Mair, adjunct faculty in the Speech 

Communication Department at 

mairj@smccd.edu. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Thanks to Jennifer Mair for her contribution to this article) 

 

 

Skyline College Welcomes Olmecas 

Singing in the Flowers 
 

On Friday, March 18, Skyline 

College‟s TRiO program, Student 

Activities, ASSC and Puente 

sponsored a Flor y Canto celebration 

that brought together Bay Area poets 

and a musician to pay tribute to an 

ancient Mexican literary form. Poets 

Lorna Dee Cervantes, Tomás Riley 

and Naomi Quiñonez read to the 

music of Martín Espino, an ancient 

Mexican music expert. Flor y Canto 

goes back hundreds, if not thousands, 

of years in the Americas.  It‟s rooted 

in the advanced writing systems of the 

great civilizations of the Olmec, the 

Toltec and the Aztec and conveys 

philosophical ideas of the divine, of 

life and death, of beauty and truth that are universal and every day.  

 

The performance was open to the college and approximately 100 students, staff 

and families attended.  Delicious Mexican food was provided by El Metate, a 

local Mexican restaurant.  The event was held in conjunction with the Olmecas 

Singing in the Flowers program at the De Young Museum, which is part of the 

Olmec: Colossal Masterworks of Ancient Mexico currently on exhibit.  The 
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Skyline event featured the poetry and music that was also part of the Friday 

Night at the De Young‟s special event later that evening.   On March 25, TRiO 

will be taking seventy Skyline College students to visit the Olmec exhibit at 

the museum. 

                                                            

Dr. Naomi Quiñonez, who curated the Olmecas en las Flores event at the De 

Young also conceived and worked on the event at Skyline College. John 

Saenz, of the Skyline College Learning Center and TRiO Program, organized 

and coordinated the event with support from Amory Cariadus, Lucia Lachmayr 

and other Learning Center staff.  Many thanks to everyone that helped make 

this event a success. 
 

(Thanks to  John Saenz and  Felix Perez for their contribution to this publication) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



31st EYH Conference Draws 900 Girls 

 

 

I was proud and happy to be a very small part of the 30th edition of our 

fabulous Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) Conference at Skyline last 

Saturday. This conference provides an opportunity for 6th through 12th grade 

young women and interested adults to learn about career opportunities in math, 

science and technology.  

The day was enjoyed by over 900 girls and was filled with fun, hands on 

activities from a wide array of disciplines, presented by experts who volunteer 

their time. The keynote speaker was Caille Millner, S. F. Chronicle editorial 

writer. Several workshops were led by teams of Skyline students representing 

SHPE, Phi Theta Kappa, SACNAS, MESA, AMSA, Respiratory Therapy, and 

Heart Wrenchers. These students developed their hands-on labs with Chris 

Case, Nick Kapp, Nancy Ruis, Ray Hernandez, and Julia Johnson.  



One participant‟s grandmother wrote “As the Granny of one of your 7th grade 

participants, I would like you to know that her enthusiasm over the workshops 

that she attended today is beyond anything I could image to happen in a day. 

By noon Pearl sent this email: „I have written a computer program, extracted 

DNA and been a forensic scientist.‟ I knew then that something special was 

happening. She has not stopped telling us everything she learned in this one 

day. Plus all she plans to do with this new knowledge and experience.“ 

It takes a huge array of talent to pull this off every year, and the event is 

always extremely well organized. Please join me in thanking Wells Fargo and 

the Soroptimists of Northern San Mateo County. The people who put it all 

together were: AJ Bates, Don Biederman, Shari Bookstaff, Pat Carter, 

Christine Case, Pat Deamer, Stephen Fredricks, Jon Freedman, Mousa 

Ghanma, Nick Kapp, Christine Mann, Julie Mooney, Vanson Nguyen, Pat 

Tyler, and Mike Williamson.  

Take a look at these girls as they (1) arrive by the busload, (2) make a Gram 

stain, (3) deliver a baby, (4) fill the gym, (5) make lip gloss, (6) test water, (7) 

extract DNA, and (8) use a spirometer.  

(Thanks to Chris Case for her contribution to this article and for the photos) 

Career Network Night Connects  

Students with Professionals  

 
Skyline‟s Career Network Night 

held on Wednesday, March 23 

from 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at 

Skyline College hosted over 

twenty five career professionals 

representing a variety of career 

clusters including: 

Arts/Communication, 

Business/Administration, Educatio

n/Human Services, 

Health/Medicine, Law/Public 

Service and Technology/Science.  

The theme of this year‟s event 

centered around the importance of 

community involvement and the 

impact professionals can make by 

 mentoring our students to guide, 

support and challenge them in 

making informed career decisions. The purpose of the Career 

Networking Night event was to educate and inspire our future 



professionals as they transition from the academic environment to 

the ever changing world of work.   

Close to 300 

participants attended to 

hear a variety of 

viewpoints from 

experienced 

professionals regarding 

their chosen career 

paths. At the end of the 

evening “Pizza with 

Professionals” provided 

students an additional 

opportunity to network 

with professionals 

representing the six 

corresponding career 

clusters. To our many 

visiting professionals 

giving of their time and 

talents, we offer our 

appreciation. For our 

staff, student volunteers 

and faculty who contribute hours of energy, special thanks to the 

Career Networking Coordinating committee members: 

Virginia Padron  

Lavinia Zanassi 

Harry Joel 

Darlene Cardenas 

Lorraine De Mello 

Nadia Tariq 

Romina Munoz 
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(Thanks to Virginia Padron for her contribution to this article) 

Financial Aid Office Host Annual “I Can Afford 

College” Events in Bldg. 6 on March 29-31 

There is still time to apply for financial aid – don‟t miss out on getting FREE 

Money for college.  The Financial Aid Office will be hosting their annual “I 

Can Afford College” events on Tuesday, March 29 through Thursday, March 

31.  Please see below for times and location.  Please encourage your students 

to visit the table to get valuable information on how to apply for financial aid.  

Never assume that you will not qualify – the only way to find out is to apply.  

Students needing one-on-one assistance with completing their FAFSA “Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid” can also attend a FAFSA Workshop on 

Wednesday, March 30 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in Bldg. 2, Room 2117B.  Students 

who complete a FAFSA at the Workshop will be eligible to receive T-Shirts, 

Hats or Bags.  

Date:  Tuesday, March 29 

Time:  10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Location:  Bldg. 6 - Cafeteria 

Date:  Wednesday, March 30 

Time:  11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Location:  Bldg. 6 - Cafeteria 

Date:  Thursday, March 31 

Time:  12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

Location:  Bldg. 6 - Cafeteria 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sweepstakes Ends on March 31 – Click Above to Enter Now! 

The “I Can Afford College” campaign is a statewide, financial aid awareness 

initiative sponsored by the California Community Colleges. Financial aid, such 

as the Board of Governors “BOG” fee waiver, Pell Grants, scholarships, work 

study programs and loans, is available year-round to help students pay for 

tuition fees, books and supplies.  For more information about the “I Can 

Afford College” campaign, please visit the bilingual English and Spanish 

website, icanaffordcollege.com. Students who do not have Internet access can 

call 1-800-987-ICAN (4226).   

Also, to get the latest financial aid updates and event information, please visit 

the Financial Aid Office‟s Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/skylinefinancialaid .  Thank you to Jocelyn Vila, Financial 

Aid Program Services Coordinator for organizing this event and the Campus 

Ambassador Team, Noah Brown, Jorge Murillo, Jose Milan and Tiffany Ong 

for staffing the information table and FAFSA Workshops.  For more 

information about upcoming financial aid events or to schedule a financial aid 

presentation, please contact Jocelyn Vila at 650-738-4390. 

(Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article.) 
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Hermanitos Participate in  

I’m Going to College Day 

 

 

 

The Hermanitos After School Program, a partnership between South San 

Francisco Unified School District and Skyline College, provides mentorship, 

academic support and life skills planning to high risk 8th grade students. The 

Teaching Assistants for the Hermanitos Program are Skyline College students 

who participate in the Hermanos Program.  The Teaching Assistants 

collaborate with Parkway Heights Middle School counselors and 

administrators to ensure the academic and personal success of Latino male 

students.  

On Saturday, March 12th, 8th grade students participated in the Hermanitos 

I‟m Going to College Day, and toured the University of California, Berkeley. 

The Hermanitos toured Cal, and visited the Sether Tower, a lecture hall, a 

dorm room, and the student dining hall. Students also engaged in an intimate 

question and answer session with current student volunteers from the Raza 

Recruitment and Retention Center.  

Special thanks to the Raza Center tour guides Adrian and John, Teaching 

Assistants Luis de Paz and Jose Sanchez Sosa, and Parkway Heights Middle 

School counselors Matt Ledesma and Angelica Garduno. This successful 

partnership was funded by the Chancellor‟s Office, California Community 

Colleges.   

The photos were taken by Matt Ledesma and Angelica Garduno. 

(Thanks to Darlene Cardenas for her contribution to this article) 

 



 

Awards and Proposals 

Skyline Shines Award Call for Nominations 

 

Reminder:  The Skyline Shines Award is designed to recognize individuals or 

groups who help Skyline College shine in terms of the quality of its programs 

and services as well as its reputation for quality. Two awards are made 

annually, one to a member or group of the Skyline College employees and one 

to a community member or group. Nominations must be made by 4:30 pm on 

Friday, April 29 using the official Nomination Form 

http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshinesaward.html  under 

“Skyline Shines Awards.” The nominations must describe the ways in which 

nominee(s) help the college live up to its values (the criteria are included with 

the form).  

Nominations should be sent to Linda Bertellotti, Assistant to the President. 

They may be mailed, faxed (650-738-4338), or emailed to: 

bertellottil@smccd.edu. The address is: 

Linda Bertellotti, President‟s Office 

Skyline College 

3300 College Drive 

San Bruno, CA 94066 

 

The College Employee or Group award and the Community Member or Group 

award will be selected by the President in consultation with the College 

Council and President‟s Council Executive Committee respectively.  They will 

be announced on the college‟s Opening Day in August 2011. 

President’s Innovation Fund Proposals - 

Reminder 

It is time to submit proposals for the President‟s Innovation Fund. If you are 

interested in submitting a proposal for 2011-12, the deadline is Friday, April 

29 at 4:30 p.m. in the President‟s Office. The guidelines and the proposal form 

are on the college website at:  

http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/presinnovationfund.html 

(under President‟s Innovation Fund). 

 

http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshinesaward.html
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Coming Up – Future Events 

 

  Coming Up…  

 March 26, 2011 

 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Rock the School Bells 

Multicultural Hip-Hop Conference (Workshops), Skyline 

College 

 1:00 p.m., Baseball vs. Cabrillo @ Skyline 

 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., Rock the School Bells 

Multicultural Hip-Hop Conference (Concert), Skyline 

College 

 

March 29, 2011  

 11:00 a.m. – 1:50 p.m., Skyline Students Speak: “Our 

Future, Our Success,” Building 6, Second Floor 

 2:30 p.m., Baseball vs. Hartnell @ Skyline 

 

March 30, 2011 

 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.,  Career Workshop: How to 

Link through LinkedIn, Building 1, Room 1218 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA Workshop, Building 2, 

Room 2117B 

 

March 31, 2011   

 7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m., President‟s Breakfast, South San 

Francisco Conference Center 

 2:30 p.m., Baseball vs. Ohlone @ Skyline 

 3:00 p.m., Badminton vs. Fresno City College @ 

Skyline 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  

April 12, 2011 

 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., Financial Literacy Workshop:  

Money Management and Debt – Building 6, Room 6202 

 

April 13, 2011 

 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Financial Literacy Workshop:  



Money Management and Debt – Building 6, Room 6202 

 

April 16, 2011 

 9:00 a.m., Super Saturday – Apply for ESL Classes in 

One Day, Learning Center – Building 5 

 

April 21, 2011 

 2:30 p.m., Building 4 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 

Southwest corner in Multicultural Quad 

 

April 30, 2011 

 10:00 a.m., Relay for Life at Skyline College, Track 

(event runs through May 1 at 10:15 a.m.) 

 7:00 p.m., Performing Arts Showcase, Theatre 

      

For the latest information on events and 

activities happening at Skyline College, 

please view our calendar at the following 

link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calend

arsandevents/news_events.html 

If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please 

submit the information (event, date, time and location) to Christianne Marra in the 

Public Information Office via email at marrac@smccd.edu. 

Publisher’s Note:  Would you like to submit something to be included in Skyline 

Shines?  

Send a written narrative along with pictures highlighting the item being submitted.  

Be sure to include the information describing who, what, when, where, and why for a 

complete article.  Items submitted will be considered for inclusion.  All items 

submitted may possibly be modified to satisfy publication needs.   

Please send submissions to skylineshines@smccd.edu . 

Do you have a suggestion?  

One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in 

the box below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html
mailto:marrac@smccd.edu
mailto:skylineshines@smccd.edu
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html


 

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  

· The California Community College Chancellor‟s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  

· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  

· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

Skyline Shines is archived at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
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