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A note on the landscaping 
With the completion of the grassy areas in the center of campus, I am hearing a few questions which I 
wanted to answer here so that everyone would know the answers:  yes, the new grass is a variety which 
is environmentally friendly, and requires low water and little maintenance.  These features are consistent 
with the landscaping as a whole, which has been designed to be well adapted to our unique climate, soil, 
wind and water conditions, and to be highly sustainable. 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRiO program kicks off to a great start 
The TRiO Student Support Services program recently held a rousing Fall Kick Off event on September 25 
welcoming new students into the program and giving returning students an opportunity to interact with 
fellow classmates and staff.  The pictures below are a snapshot of activities enjoyed by more than 40 
students who attended.  TRiO Counselor Nohel Corral led a fun ice breaker to get everyone involved.  
Then Amanda Parker, the new TRiO Club President, and fellow officers described club plans for the 
semester. TRiO staff described their roles and services, including Leigh Anne Sippel, English Lab 
Coordinator; John Chavez, Math Lab Coordinator; John Saenz, Writing Instructional Aide; and Nohel 
Corral. Finally, Jacquie Escobar and Virgina Padron described services that they offer to assist students 
in the Transfer and Career Center before the students distributed new TRiO t-shirts and tote bags.  The 
fun event left everyone energized and excited about the new academic year.  This federally funded 
program is designed to offer a broad mix of academic and personal support services to help at least 330 
Skyline College students shine each year and help them overcome class, social, and cultural barriers to 
higher education.  The program assists those students who are first generation (neither parent has a four-



year degree), low-income or disabled and have a goal to complete an associate’s degree and transfer on 
to a four year institution.  The program has openings for approximately 25 more students.  Interested 
students should apply at the TRiO Program office located in Building 5 in the Learning Center or call 650-
738-4144 for more information.   
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Transfer Day brings 30 campus reps to Skyline 
On Friday, October 23

rd
, Skyline College hosted over 30 campus representatives from four-year colleges 

and universities from the California State University (CSU), University of California (UC) and private 
colleges for Transfer Day.  Over 300 Skyline College students took advantage of this opportunity to look 
into admissions requirements, program and campus impactions, housing campus life, and more. This 
year, the Transfer Center also sponsored Transfer Update – Information sessions with San Francisco 
State University, CSU East Bay, and UCLA.  These three colleges provided updated information 
workshops on their admissions policies, campus and major impactions, the application process, and 
specific majors at their campuses.  Thank you to everyone who helped in making this event possible: 
Jacqueline Escobar, Nadia Tariq, Virginia Padron, Andy Davis, Christianne Marra, Loretta Davis, Joyce 
Lee, Counseling Interns Jessica Lopez and Kent Gomez.  Thanks also to our fabulous group of student 
assistants: Dina Valdelomar,  Alexander Lim, Weilun Tang, Ursula Aracca, Nacia Bambila, Amanda 
Parker, Yee Chiang Chan, Calvin Cheah, and volunteer James Salonga.  Thank you to all Faculty who 
referred students to Transfer Day and making this a great learning opportunity for our students! 
 

 
 
 



Gallery Mural Project presented with a Beautification Award by the City of San Bruno 
Student artists Sharon Singletary and Frances Winn along with Sandy Irber and myself accepted the 
2009 City of San Bruno Beautification Award  in the Group Project category for the Gallery Mural Project.  
The award was presented by Councilmember Irene O’Connell on October 13 during the San Bruno City 
Council meeting.  The mural consists of nine panels, each depicting a detail of a textile taken from the 
cultures that represent the diverse background of the Skyline College community. The concept for the 
mural is the brainchild of Paul Bridenbaugh, Gallery Coordinator.  Paul brought students, faculty and the 
Art on Campus Committee together to make the project a reality. The mural project was funded by the 
President’s Innovation Fund.  Here is the mural, followed by a photo of the award ceremony.  Pictured are 
Irene O’Connell, myself, Sandy Irber and the two students. The photo was taken by Melodie Tobin, 
member of the San Bruno Beautification Task Force. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Holiday Job Fair draws a crowd of both employers and students 
Skyline College’s Career Center hosted the 2009 Holiday Job Fair with overwhelming success.  Twenty-
four companies and 45 employers were on campus to recruit students for available part-time and full-time 
employment.  Over 400 hundred students and community participants took advantage of the opportunity 
to gain valuable information and become more familiar with existing employment and training 
opportunities throughout the Bay Area. Special thanks to Career Center Director Virginia Padron, Nadia 
Tariq, Jacqueline Escobar, Counseling Intern Jessica Lopez, Loretta Davis, Christianne Marra and our 
student volunteers Calvin Cheah, ee Chang, Dina Valdelomar, James Salonga, and Ursula Aracca for 
helping us host a successful event! 
 
             
 

 



Mistress of Spices Book Talk 
Tom Hewitt and Barbara Daley led a lively discussion on October 14 on Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's 
novel The Mistress of Spices.  Highlights of the plot were punctuated with stories of the author's 
experience of coming to America from the Bengal region of India.  Tom noted that Ms. Divakaruni 
"prepared" for her arrival in the United States by reading the novels of Flannery O'Connor and 
watching Dirty Harry movies.  Life in a small Ohio college town wasn't exactly what she expected!  
Although only a few of the people had read the book, everyone enjoyed the talk, and several said they 
were inspired to read (or finish reading) it.  Fortified with coffee and cookies, Tom and Barbara followed 
the talk with a screening of the film version of the book in the Library's new classroom.   
 

Photos by Caroline Ocampo 
 
Ceramics Club launches Empty Bowls project 
Skyline Ceramics Students have formed a new Ceramics club on campus.  One of their first projects is 
the Empty Bowls Fundraiser. Empty Bowls is a grassroots organization created to raise money and 
awareness while working toward ending hunger.  Each group that participates in the Empty Bowls project 
works within their community to create their own event. The Skyline Ceramics Club has a goal of creating 
200 handmade bowls and hosting a fundraising soup dinner at the campus cafeteria in April 2010. The 
cost of the dinner will be a suggested donation of $10.00, and patrons will take home their bowls as 
reminder of those in need. Proceeds will go to the North Peninsula Food Pantry. Check out the showcase 
in the Building 1 second floor lobby to watch them meet their goal.  Contact club advisor Tiffany 
Schmierer, at schmierert@smccd.edu, to get involved. The poster was created by ceramics student, 
Linda Fahey. 
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Gallery exhibits Landscape Derivations 
Skyline’s Gallery is now showing an exhibit of paintings entitled Landscape Derivations, through 
December 2.  The three artists in this exhibition all employ a similar process of looking-distilling landscape 
elements to create their abstract imagery. Two of the artists, Robert Poplack and Tim Spaulding, live and 
work in the Bay Area. The third, Nick Perret, lives and works on the Greek Aegean island of Samos.  
In the first photo below, Nick Perret discussing his work with a gallery guest.  In the second, Tim 
Spaulding appears at the center with friends to the right, and his brother Jonathan to the left.  The other 
two images are paintings by Robert Poplack and Nick Perret. Current Gallery hours are posted on the 
Gallery Website: http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery 

Photos by Paul Bridenbaugh 
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Skyline’s Chicana/Latina scholarship winners enjoy a gala 
The Chicana Latina Foundation’s 2009 Scholarship Recipient Gala was held at the Palace Hotel in San 
Francisco on October 9. The Chicana/Latina Scholarship Fund awards merit-based scholarships valued 
at $1,500. The purpose of the Fund is to assist Latina students in completing their undergraduate and 
graduate college education. These scholarships are available on a competitive basis to continuing 
undergraduate and graduate female college students of Latino background.  Our three winners were 
Virginia Medrano Rosales, Margarita Gutierrez and Denisse Gonzalez, in the first photo below.  They 
were entertained by an all-female mariachi band and had the opportunity to network with eminent Latinas 
from across the state. 
 

 Photos by Leo Rosales 
 
TRiO Program attends Transfer Day at SFSU 
Skyline College’s TRiO Program partnered with Cañada College’s TRiO to attend San Francisco State’s 
4

th
 Annual Transfer Day hosted by Project Connect and the Associated Students.  Over 20 students 

attended from Skyline. Our students participated in workshops including transferring, admissions 
requirements, financial aid, majors, study abroad and more.  The event also included pre-admission 
advising for students interested in attending SFSU, campus tours and a free lunch.  An SFSU student 
panel including former Skyline College and TRiO Program student, Vanessa Allas, encouraged students 
to overcome challenges and provided encouragement and support to all transfer students.   
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College Budget Committee (CBC) update 
The College Budget Committee met on November 5 chaired by Director of Business Services Eloisa 
Briones. 

1. Program Improvement Viability (PIV) Committee update:  Christine Roumbanis gave the CBC 
an update on the work that the task force has done to date and shared the Program Viability form 
which contains the criteria that the PIV Committee will use as they evaluate each of the programs 
that will be taken through this process.  The PIV Committee plans to present its final program 
deliberation results and recommendations to the Curriculum Committee and the CBC in late 
November.  The Curriculum Committee will forward its evaluation results and recommendations 
to the President, Office of Instruction and Academic Senate in December. 

2. Fund 1 Budget Reduction Strategies to Consider for FY 2010-11:  Eloisa walked the CBC 
through the revisions that were made to the list that the committee reviewed on October 29.  
Upon the committee’s recommendation at the last meeting, the estimates for administrative and 
classified positions and faculty reassigned time were reinstated. VP Regina Stanback Stroud 
explained how the new estimates for summer, fall and spring reductions were derived, as well as 
the FTES effect for each.  As the college identifies ways to reduce its budget to achieve its 
budget reduction goal, it is critical to closely monitor the impact on FTES as this still drives the 
college’s site allocation. There was concern that the budget reduction strategies are 
disproportionately directed towards instruction. District expenditure reports show that 78% of 
Skyline expenditures were in instruction and instructional services. Representatives of the 
classified staff pointed out that 17 positions have already been defunded.  Using the Rubric to 
Evaluate Proposed Budget Reductions, CBC voted not to include as a Fund 1 budget reduction 
strategy the defunding of classified positions, with the exception of Child Care Center positions, to 
be considered as a separate issue. CBC will continue its discussions at its next meeting. 

3. Possible additional FTES target reductions for 2010-11:  Eloisa alerted the CBC that Kathy 
Blackwood will soon meet with the VPIs and business officers from the three colleges to discuss 
potential workload measure reductions in the current year which will impact FTES funded in 
2010-11. This would have adverse effects on the 2010-11 budget which would necessitate 
deeper reductions. 

4. Next Meeting:  November 19. 
CBC Minutes are archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/cbc/index.html.         
 
Coming up… 

Friday, November 6 

 Women’s Soccer vs. De Anza, 2pm 

 Women’s Basketball Tournament, Mission College (Santa Clara), November 6-8 (Schedule 
TBA) 
 

Saturday, November 7 

 Super Saturday, English Language Institute’s Information Day, 9am-4:30pm, The Learning 
Center, Building 5 

 
Monday, November 9 

 Journalism Club’s Social Media Workshop, 12:30-1:30pm, Building 6, Rooms 6204-6 
 

Tuesday, November 10 

 ASTEP’s Math Academy Presents “Learning Mathematics from a Multicultural Perspective” 
featuring Dr. Arismendi-Pardi, 1pm, Theater  

 Women’s Soccer vs. Hartnell (Salinas), 3pm 
 

Wednesday, November 11 

 Flex Day 
 

Thursday, November 12 

 Flex Day 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/GovCommittees/cbc/index.html


Do you have a suggestion? 
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via 
the same box on the front page of our website at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html 

  

                 
  

Here is the Website Redesign Project e-Suggestion Box, for feedback on the new website,  
      

 

For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link:  
  

  
And for ideas about Skyline’s 40

th
 Anniversary celebration next year, here is the link:      

                               
For state level information on community colleges, see these websites: 
·     The Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/  
·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/  
·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/  
  
Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
             
----- 
Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 
President 
  
Skyline College 
  
3300 College Drive 
San Bruno, CA  94066 
650-738-4111 
  
www.SkylineCollege.edu 
morrowv@smccd.edu 
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