
 
 

 

President’s Breakfast a Huge Success 

Over 350 of our closest friends joined us for breakfast yesterday as we launched the Skyline College 
President’s Breakfast, event aimed at raising funds for the President’s Innovation Awards.  Each year 
faculty and staff are invited to apply for the funds in order to create innovative approaches to serving the 
students and community.  This year projects include The Asian Studies Center project, Business 
Technology Speaker Series, Dare to Dream, Expression Through Black Music Research and 
Performance Project, Heart Wrenchers, Prep for PEP, Skyline Performing Arts Showcase, Skyline 
College Photography Team, Spring Musical Project, Sustainable Campus Initiative, and the Youth 
Entrepreneurial Program.   

Associated Student President, Heidi Hansen, opened the event with her welcome remarks.  Breakfast  
Co-Chairs Teresa Proaño and J.P. Verzosa went on to acknowledge diversity and strength at the college 
as evident in the different strands that woven together create a vibrant and vivid tapestry – that make 
Skyline Shine.  These strands includes students, faculty, staff, past presidents, local/state and nationally 
elected officials, the SMCCCD Foundation, the President’s Council and Advisory Board, the Breakfast 
Committee and last but not least, the donors.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 
March 28, 2012 



Special mention went to our Innovation Patrons at the $2,500 level: Bank of the West, Kaiser 
Permanente, LPAS, Inc., Serramonte Shopping Center, and the Seton Medical Center.  We were 
fortunate to have new sponsors in the Innovation Partner $5,000 level: The Career Ladders Project and 
the Associated Student body of Skyline College. Our on-going partner, Pacific Gas & Electric Company, 
hosts this year’s breakfast at the $7,500 Innovation Benefactor level.   

 
The big news was that we were pleased to announce our $10,000  Premiere Innovation Sponsor – The 
Auxiliary Services of Skyline College!  Vice Chancellor of Auxiliary Services and Enterprise 
Operations, Tom Bauer share many kind words about the college, its leadership and the excellent team of 

classified and student staff at the 
Bookstore, led by Kevin Chak and 
the team at Sky Café, managed by 
Hugo Ramos and Rick McMahon 
of Pacific Dinning.  The teams’ 
focus on providing exceptional 
service to the students, staff and 
faculty of Skyline College made the 
gift possible.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

SMCCCD Board President David 
Mandelkern  thanked the room for their 
support, not only for PIF at Skyline 
College, but for passing bonds and 
measures such as Measure G that give 
much needed infusion of program funds 
and for building new improved 
facilities.  He went on to say, “March as 
you know is also Women’s History Month 
and the theme this year is: Women’s 
Education – Women’s Empowerment  - it 
would seem that Skyline College 
President’s office serves as a poster child 
for Women’s History month! The College 
has been so fortunate to be led by strong 
women Presidents for many years now.  I 
would like to acknowledge the three who 
have preceded our current President– Ms. 
Linda Salter, Dr. Fran White and Dr. Vicki Morrow.”   President Mandelkern went on to extend words of 
welcome and introduction to the current president, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud.   

President Stanback Stroud and Trustee President Dave Mandelkern 
chat a few minutes before the event. 

President’s Council President, Jessica Evans and  
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud looks on 

as Vice Chancellor Tom Bauer announces the donation of $10,000.



Dr. Stanback Stroud, 
President of Skyline 
College, acknowledged that 
Skyline College is indeed 
the center of intellectual 
and artistic creativity and 
innovation due in a large 
part to the President’s 
Innovation Fund. She 
stated, “The President’s 
innovation fund is a 
symbol of this 
community’s commitment 
to and belief in Skyline 
College.  It is the 
community’s way of saying 
to the faculty and staff, “we 
believe in your ideas, your 
hopes and your 

dreams.  We believe in your aspirations and they are worth our investment.”  After acknowledging the 
current PIF grant recipients, Dr. Stroud invited the guest to view the video which will also be shown at 
the opening day ceremony.   
 
Afterwards, Skyline College Students Jamela Brown and Richard Nelson of the Green and Sustainable 
Programs told the audience of the tremendous impact the program had on their lives.  Each of them 
struggled making ends meet after a layoff or while receiving public assistance.  Each of the students went 
on to share their success story about their educational advancement and the improvement in their 
economic status.  The audience was visibly moved by their stories and President Council Chair Jessica 
Evans took the opportunity to make the ask and invite the guest to give and support programs like the one 
the students mentioned.   
 
Though not officially tallied, we know that the donations exceeded our goal of $70,000.  The last 
unofficial tally is a bit over $75,000!    If you are interested in giving to the PIF it is not too late!  You 
may do so by check made out to SMCCCF or in the case of employees, you may also use payroll 
deduction.   

Special thanks go to all of the donors including Ambius-Interior Landscaping for the plants, Ron 
Degrand, California Catering for the delicious hot breakfast, KM2 Communications for the video 
production, and Sandra O’Tool and Irma Page of the South San Francisco Conference Center.   
 
Additionally, thanks go to the staff, breakfast committee members and council members who help make 
the event so enjoyable.  Thank you Theresa Tentes, Sherri Prasad, Golda Margate, Leah Gagne, 
Christianne Marra, Cherrie Napier, Susan Brisseden-Smith, Linda Bertellotti, Amber Steele and the 
Spring Musical Performers, Joe Morello and the Skyline College Men’s Basketball team, the Skyline 
College Women’s Volleyball team, Jessica Evans, Teresa Proaño, J.P. Verzosa, Greg Cochran, Barbara 
Lamson, Kirsten Pinochi, Chancellor Ron Galatolo, and the SMCCCD Board of Trustees.   
 

(Article provided by Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud. Photos provided by Christianne Marra  
and Student Journalist from the Skyline View.) 

Kathleen Gamba (second from left), of Peninsula Works is talking with student 
speaker, Jamela Brown and Dr. William Watson,  

Director of the Skyline College SparkPoint. 



WOW! Voices Now a Success at Skyline College 

on March 10, 2012 
 

WOW! Voices Now welcomed poet Camille T. Dungy 
and novelist Jean Hegland to Skyline College on 
Saturday, March 10, 2012. An attentive, enthusiastic 
crowd of 80 women, men, and children listened closely 
and participated in a lively dialogue with the award 
winning authors and also enjoyed readings of poetry and 
prose from eleven Women on Writing (WOW) 
community members on the theme of "Roots and 
Resources." 

WOW Founder Marijane Datson presented ISA Scholar 
Awards to two of Skyline College’s outstanding creative 
writing students, Samantha Alayo and Devin Meneely, 
who read their original poems to the appreciative crowd. 
Audience members also took home copies of Talisman, 
the student literary magazine, where more of Samantha 
and Devin’s work appears. 

In addition to a complimentary continental breakfast, WOW participants enjoyed one-on-one 
conversations with the featured authors during the book signing portion of the program, made or renewed 
creative connections, and received inspiration and encouragement for writing and reading projects. 

(Article provided by Kathleen McClung. Photos provided by William Nacouzi.) 
 

Skyline College Transfer Initiative  
Forum Kickoff A Great Success 

On Wednesday, March 7th, Skyline College held its first Community Discussion on Transfer.  Over forty 
members from the Skyline College community, including faculty, staff, and administrators, joined in the 
discussions.  The momentum for this meeting was provided by President Regina Stanback Stroud as she 

challenged the college to undertake a 
Culture of Inquiry on 
Transfer to assess how the college, as a 
community, is meeting the needs of its 
transfer students.   

 To guide its work, the college is using 
Completion by Design, a five-year 
community college redesign effort 
created by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation designed to increase 
community college completion rates. 
Although Skyline College is not one of 
the colleges participating in the initiative 



sponsored by the foundation, it is benefiting from the framework developed by the Completion by Design 
team thanks to Rob Johnstone’s willingness to bring the national conversations to Skyline College.  The 
Completion by Design model is unique in that it guides colleges through analysis of the full continuum of 
the student experience - from Connection (The point at which the student expresses interest in the college 
to Application), to Entry (The point of enrollment to completion of gatekeeper courses), to Progress 
(from entry into course of study to 75% requirements completion) and Completion (from the completion 
of a course of study to entry into the Labor Market).   
  
Using the Completion By Design model, the college will conduct a pathway analysis to determine where 
along the continuum the college is losing its transfer students (loss points), as well as identify 
activities/strategies that the college is currently engaged in (momentum strategies) that effectively 
support transfer.  The college community is called upon to engage in college-wide discussions 
to recommend and develop activities, strategies, or interventions that will mitigate the loss points and 
expand and strengthen the momentum points.  The result of this work will be the development of a 
Model Transfer Pathway, one that delineates for students a clear pathway towards achieving their goal of 
transfer. 
  
This meeting represents the first of several meetings the college will host in the upcoming year as it 
works as a community to develop a comprehensive transfer pathway.   
 
Thank you to all who provided the support and leadership to move this meeting, and the Transfer 
Initiative, forward: 

 Presenters: Jacquie Escobar, David Ulate, Rob Johnstone 
 Behind-the-scene support: Transfer and Career Center Staff - Dina Valdelomar, Nadia Tariq, Lani 

Sevilla 
 Leadership and guidance: Regina Stroud, Joi Blake, Rick Wallace, John Mosby 

 
(Article provided by Jacquie Escobar. Photo provided by Christianne Marra.) 

 
CITD Hosts the African Union Mission to the United States  

 
The African Union Mission to the 
United States is located in 
Washington, D.C.  The mandate 
of the AU Mission to the United 
States is to develop, maintain, and 
consolidate constructive and 
productive institutional 
relationships between the African 
Union and the Government of the 
United States of America, the 
Bretton Woods Institutions, non-
governmental and academic 
organizations engaged in Africa 
issues and policies, and Africans in the Diaspora.  
 



On February 16 - 19, 2012 the Center for International Trade Development (CITD) at Skyline College 
recently hosted the African Union’s (AU) representative to the United States, Ambassador Amina Salum 
Ali and members of a special Diaspora Committee to discuss the formation of an organization that will 
identify and create paths for enhanced economic development and alliances between the US and the 
African continent. 
 
The Honorable Ambassador Ali and the committee arrived at Skyline College at the invitation of the 
Director of the CITD, Richard Soyombo.  Mr. Soyombo is one of the distinguished and accomplished 
Africans in the Diaspora who have been invited to be part of the AU-sponsored Committee.    
 
In addition to scheduled meetings with several captains of industries in the Bay Area, Ambassador Ali 
worked with Mr. Soyombo to develop a Memorandum Of Understanding ( MOU) between Skyline 
College/CITD and the African Union Mission to the United States. The MOU will explore joint 
collaborations in the areas of academic initiatives, trade/economic development initiatives and green 
industry opportunities.  There are plans to bring African Ambassadors to California on a monthly 
basis.  This will expose California companies to trade and investment opportunities in Africa. 
 
On February 17th the US Department of Commerce (USDOC), the Small Business Administration (SBA) 
and the CITD collaborated to host a business reception in Oakland, CA for Ambassador Ali and the 
African Union delegation. At the reception, Mrs. Elizabeth Echols, SBA’s Regional Director, 
emphasized the unique opportunity for California small- and medium-sized companies to further engage 
their counterparts in Africa for trade and economic development opportunities—particularly given the 
availability of incentives through the SBA, Overseas Private Investment Corporation, EX-IM Bank, US 
DOC and the CITDs. 
 

The visit culminated in a February 18th 
meeting hosted by Dr. Regina Stanback 
Stroud, President of Skyline 
College.  The delegation  focused on 
organizational development of  the 
APEX Organization and deliberated on 
strategies for a sustainable, strong 
structure to further trade and economic 
partnerships between the US and Africa. 
Acting as facilitator, Dr. Stanback 
Stroud guided the discussions to fruitful 
outcomes related to structure, purpose, 
goals, and overall vision. The outcomes 

of the meeting, the MOU in discussion, as well as the hospitality of the host institution will be forwarded 
to the African Union Headquarters in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia. 
 
Exposure to the entire African continent through the African Union Mission to the US represents a huge 
collaborative opportunity for the Statewide CITD network to develop programs that will facilitate entry 
to the African market by California companies. Additionally, this also provides Skyline College the 
opportunity to grow locally and internationally through the collaboration with the African Union 
Mission. 

(Article and photos provided by Richard Soyombo.) 

 



San Mateo County Community College District Serious About 
“Pushing Past the Achievement Gap” 

Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings, a celebrated scholar on equity-minded educational reform spoke to 
secondary and post-secondary faculty and staff from across the 
bay region.  The Mills College of Center for Urban Schools 
and Partnerships presents a year-long series “Preparing 
Educators and Youth in a Racist World” hosting renown 
scholars on the topic.  Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings spoke to 
more than 300 people on our need to push past the deficit 
based language of “achievement gap” language.  Dr. Ladson-
Billings says this nation needs to “…recognize the incredible 
debt that we as a nation have amassed at the expensed of entire 
groups of people and their subsequent generations.”   
 
Dr. Ladson-Billings deconstructed four major deficit-based 

myths about students of color and offered practical suggestions about how we as educators can 
interrogate the myths and reform the ways in which we serve students.  You can hear her address at 
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2513 
 
Thanks to Dr. Henry Villarreal for sharing the event information with members of the San Mateo County 
Community College.  Attending the event from SMCCCD was Dr. Jennifer Mendoza, Director of the 
CSM Learning Center, Dr. Henry Villarreal, Dean of Enrollment Services, Adrian Orozco, EOPS 
Coordinator, and Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline College.  
 

(Article and photo provided by Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud.) 
 

March in March 
           A crowd of over 12,000 students, faculty, and 
staff marched to the Capitol building in Sacramento on 
Wednesday March 5, 2012 uniting to protest the budget cuts 
and lobby for 
more support to 
the higher 
education 
system in 
California. 
 
The 
Associated 

Students of Skyline College were able to sponsor a bus to 
make sure that Skyline College was part of the movement 
and 32 Skyline College students participated in the march. 
Spending the entire day in Sacramento, energized students showed courage as they shared their stories 
and concerns about rising education costs and decreasing budgets with members of the State Legislature. 
 

(Article provided by Amory Cariadus.  Photo provided by Meena Naik.) 



Skyline College Student Services Networking Luncheon 
Celebrates Student Success and College Completion 

 
Left to Right Linda Allen, Katie Beverly, Janet Webber, Andrea Doffoney-Anyanwu, Javier Urena, Donna Elliot, 

Regina Morrison, Sara Tyson, Kevin Chak, Jessica Lopez, Dr. William Watson, Carla Campillo, Dr. John Mosby, 
Jacquie Escobar, Rick Wallace, Dr. Joi Blake.   

 
Tough economic times challenge students and their families more than ever. While students in need may 
utilize financial aid, they often do not utilize public benefits and other resources even when they are 
eligible. The extra support can make a difference in students’ success and retention. To address this need, 
Skyline College was awarded a planning grant from the Center for Law & Social Policy to develop a 
project proposal, Benefits Access for College Completion, (BACC) to demonstrate how colleges can 
increase students’ access to public benefits when they are eligible. While Skyline College  strengthens 
relationships with organizations that  provide these benefits for students, we want to strengthen our 
working knowledge of the rich array of resources our college already offers!  
 
Dr. Joi Blake, Vice President of Student Services, hosted a Flex Day working luncheon of Skyline 
College service providers to exchange information and strengthen service integration. The luncheon 
created an opportunity for providers to present programs and services to friends and colleagues on 
campus who also support students with programs and services. In advance of the working luncheon, 
participants completed a survey to guide their presentations of services and resources provided by the 
college.  
 
Additionally, the luncheon included special guest, Sarah Tyson, Dean, Student Services and Special 
Programs California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, who joined Dr. Joi Blake, Dr. William 
Watson, and Andrea Doffoney – Anyanwu for a policy planning phone conference with Amy Ellen Duke 
Benfield, Elizabeth Lower Bausch, and Abigail Newcomer, from the Center for Law and Social Policy, 
and Jessica Bartholow from the Western Center on Law and Poverty.  For more information about the 



luncheon or Benefits Access for College Completion, please contact Dr. William Watson, Director, 
SparkPoint at Skyline College. 650-738-7035 | william.watson@smccd.edu  | 
www.skylinecollege.edu/sparkpoint. 

 
(Article provided by Dr. William Watson. Photo provided by Virginia Rosales.) 

 

Skyline College Hosts Second Annual National TRiO Day 
 
On Saturday, February 25, 2012, Skyline College’s TRiO program partnered with local TRiO programs 
around the Bay Area to facilitate a student run first-generation leadership conference.  The focus of this 
event was the students.  Our students were at the foundation of organizing, facilitating, and making the 
event a great success. 
 

 
 
 
 
Over 135 people participated in this year’s event.  In attendance were students from Skyline College, 
Cañada College, Berkeley City College, South San Francisco High School, Jefferson High School, 
Stanford University, San Francisco State University, UC Davis, and Holy Names University. 
 

 
 

Conference 
highlights 
included the 
history of TRiO, 
student 
testimonials, 
encouraging 
words by 
President Stroud, 

a financial aid and a 
money 
management 
presentation by 

(Left to Right: Jezzielyn Gomez, Saleha Farhad, Elisandra 
Santos, President Regina Stanback Stroud) 



Jocelyn Vila, Financial Aid, and Melanie Espinueva, Sparkpoint at Skyline College, an alumni transfer 
panel, fun activities facilitated by Jessica Lopez and Suzanne Collins, TRiO Counselors, and a final 
Keynote speech from Pablo Gonzalez. 
 

 
 
Students also had the opportunity to connect with colleges and universities such as UC Berkeley, San 
Francisco State University, and California State University, East Bay at this event.  Financial Aid and the 
Sparkpoint Center also had tables and information present as they assisted students with financial 
information and community resources. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Left to Right: Jessica Lopez, Pablo Gonzalez, Suzanne Collins) 



In the words of students themselves: 
 
“It was very motivational for me to be around such positive people that told me I could do anything I put 
my mind to.” 
 
“I feel very lucky and fortunate to be part of the TRiO family.” 
 
“The most valuable aspect was how others overcame obstacles and graduated.”  
 

 
 
This event was made possible by a special group of dedicated people.  A special thank you goes to the 
National TRiO Day Task Force, which included students, staff and faculty from Skyline College and 
Cañada College, the Learning Center, Media Services, and TRiO staff, Sparkpoint Center, Financial Aid 
Office, Transfer Center, the Skyline College Bookstore, and Pablo Gonzalez.  We’d also like to also 
thank our administration for being such strong supporters of programs such as TRiO, Connie Beringer, 
Dean of Language Arts and Learning Resources, VP of Instruction, Mike Williamson, VP of Student 
Services, Joi Blake, and our President, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud.  This event was funded in part by the 
Chancellor’s Office, California Community Colleges. 
 

(Article provided by Nohel Corral.  Photos provided by Felix Perez and Katie Ha.) 

 
 

  



Skyline College Students Named to  
All-California Academic Team 

 
Skyline College students Heidi Hansen and Denice Sy were honored by being named to the All-
California Academic Team, a state-wide honor. Sy was named to the first team; Hansen to the second 
team. Both outstanding scholars, they are in Beta Theta Omicron, Skyline College’s chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa honor society, and are active on campus. 
 

Heidi Hansen currently serves as president of Associated Students of Skyline 
College. She is also a peer tutor at Skyline College’s Learning Center, captain of 
a Relay for Life team, and a member in the Skyline College chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa and the Skyline College Honors Program. She has previously served as 
an officer in the Gay-Straight Alliance. Heidi is double-majoring in Earth 
Science and Applied Physics. She will transfer to a University of California 
campus in the fall of 2012. After earning her Bachelors degree, Heidi plans to go 
on to graduate school and work within the field of acoustical oceanography. 
Prior to starting at Skyline College, Heidi worked as an audio engineer in the 
music industry. 
                 

 
Denice Sy presently serves as the public relations officer for Skyline 
College’s Environmental Club, works as a tutor at the college’s Learning 
Center, and is a member of the Skyline College Honors Transfer Program. 
Denice is also currently the Vice President for Skyline College's Phi Theta 
Kappa Chapter-Beta Theta Omicron, where she has helped develop a 
service project for local senior citizens called CLICS (Computer Literacy 
and Internet Competency for Seniors). As the co-coordinator for CLICS, 
Denice has not only promoted computer and internet literacy among older 
adults, but has also provided service-leadership opportunities for Skyline 
College students. CLICS has taught over 300 seniors. The project is 
important to Denice because she understands the significance of the digital 
divide and sees CLICS as a great first step in trying to closing that divide 
while also giving back to the local community. Denice has always been one to go beyond herself for 
others, and hopes to apply the same principle when she ventures into business after earning her 
baccalaureate. 
 

(Article and photo provided by Chris Case.) 
 

 
 

  

Heidi Hansen 

Denice Sy 



Beta Theta Omicron is the Nevada/California Distinguished 
Chapter 

 
 
The Nevada-California 
Region of Phi Theta 
Kappa Convention was 
held March 9-10 in Las 
Vegas. The purpose of 
the convention is to 
celebrate 2011 
accomplishments and 
kick-off the new honors 
study topic, Culture of 
Competition. 
 
Beta Theta Omicron, 
Skyline College’s 
chapter, worked on 
several projects in 2011 
under the leadership of 
Camille Espiritu, our 
chapter president. Camille and the other officers described their processes of development, 
implementation, and evaluation in two essays submitted to Phi Theta Kappa headquarters in February. 
The Chapter won the Honors in Action-Science Issue Award.  
 
Our chapter earned 5-star status, the highest level awarded by Phi Theta Kappa. Beta Theta Omicron has 
earned 5-stars annually since it was chartered in 1999. 
 
Camille and the officers won the Regional Distinguished Officer Team Award. Denice Sy, Vice-
President of Operations, won the Regional Distinguished Chapter Officer Award. Member Anton 
Molina was runner-up for Regional Scholar. The chapter yearbook, which was designed and assembled 
under the leadership of Denice Sy, won the Yearbook Award. 
 
Nevada/California is the largest region in Phi Theta Kappa. There are 98 Phi Theta Kappa chapters in the 
region, including all six Nevada community colleges and 92 California community colleges. Beta Theta 
Omicron won the 2011 Nevada/California Distinguished Chapter Award. This is the third time that 
Skyline College students have earned this title. 
 

(Article and photo provided by Christine Case) 
 

  

 

Denice Sy, Amber Lincoln, Anton Molina, and  
Camille Espiritu



Maria Norris Selected as Skyline College 

Classified Employee of the Year! 
 

Congratulations to Maria Norris, Administrative 
Analyst, on being selected as Skyline College’s 
Classified Employee of the Year.  Maria’s 
selection at Skyline College placed her as a 
nominee to the SMCCCD Board as they 
considered the representative for the District to 
the State Board of Governors.  The College 
Governance Council recognized Maria for her 
commitment and dedication to serving both 
student services and instruction during a 
successful 24 year tenure in the district.  Maria 
works tirelessly to ensure that the decisions of 
the curriculum processes are student centered 
and accurate.  She plays a leading role in the 
incorporation of the technology (curricunet) in 
the curriculum and student service processes. 
She exemplifies the epitome of commitment and 
dedication of her job and profession by going 
above and beyond on a regular basis.  She 
supports her colleagues through providing 
professional development.  Maria is well 
respected by staff, administration, faculty and 
students because of her professionalism and 
contribution to the overall climate of trust and 
collegiality here at Skyline College.  Maria is 
generous with her commitment both at work and 
in her community.  Maria has the gift of 
thoughtfulness, and she uses that gift to brighten 
other people’s lives.   
 
Maria’s response to her selection is as humble as 
she is great. “I can’t imagine a better job than 
one in which everyone shares a common and 
worthy purpose – helping students to achieve 
their dreams of an education, a better life for 
themselves and their families, and fulfilling 
“what they want to be when they grow up.” For 

whatever small part I play behind the scenes in 
that objective, I am grateful. I can’t imagine 
working anywhere other than Skyline, which is 
beyond doubt a singularly special place. Our 
students are amazing, and working with you and 
our other administrators, the deans, our faculty, 

and my colleagues in the Classified service 
makes every day worthwhile. Even the busiest, 
toughest days are enjoyable because of the 
people I am privileged to know and to work 
with… I truly consider Skyline to be my family.” 
 
She is indeed a model employee.  

 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud with Maria Norris 



Don Carlson Receives Service Award  

Dr. Idalene Williams, Accounting Professor, 
Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, 
Nebraska, visited Skyline College as part of an 
accreditation team with the Accreditation 
Council of Business Schools and Programs 
(ACBSP) March 12-14.  She surprised and 
honored Business Division Dean, Don Carlson, 
in the presence of Skyline College Business 
program faculty and staff on March 12.  Don 
was presented with an Adjunct Faculty 15 Year 
Service award for Metropolitan Community 
College.  Don has a long association with MCC 
as a former Program Facilitator in Workforce 
Development and as an adjunct faculty member 
there since 1997.   

Don Carlson continues to teach at least one online course each term at Metropolitan Community College. 
Dean Carlson indicated it was important for him as an instructional dean to still keep active in teaching 
and his part-time, long-term relationship with MCC offered him that opportunity no matter where his 
primary career has taken him in the country.  Don grew up in Omaha.  Metropolitan Community College 
hired him for his first full-time job in education out not long after graduating from college, so receiving 
this award and the fact efforts were made to present it at Skyline in front of his peers and staff really 
made the event special.   

 
(Article and photo provided by Don Carlson.) 

 

Skyline College Art Instructor Eileen David Participates in 
Heroes & Hearts Fundraiser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eileen David, an instructor in the Skyline College Art Department, recently created two hearts for the 7th 
Annual Heroes and Hearts 2012, a fundraiser for the San Francisco General Hospital Foundation 
(SFGH).  During the recent “Hearts in San Francisco” auction, Visa purchased one of David’s pieces and 
it is now on display in Union Square at the corner of Geary and Powell Streets.  Proceeds from the 
auction benefit SFGH and its mission to promote excellence in research, education and care for all at San 
Francisco General Hospital and Trauma Center.   
 

Dr. Idalene Williams and Don Carlson



David’s current work of urban landscape paintings served as inspiration for the art work seen on the 
hearts she created.  Learn more about Eileen’s work and the Heroes and Hearts program at the following 
link:  http://www.sfghfoundation.net/hh/bio_david.html 
 

(Article provided by Kathy Fitzpatrick.) 

 
International Award and Local Outreach for Skyline College 

Professor James I. Wong 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
James I. Wong, Professor of History and Geography, served as a judge in a recent Chinese lion dance 
competition at Golden Gate Fields in Albany.   Held to celebrate the Chinese Year of the Dragon, the 
competition was co-hosted by Golden Gate Fields and KTSF-TV.  KTSF, located in Brisbane, is the first 
U.S. television broadcaster to carry Asian-language programs in Chinese (Cantonese, Mandarin and 
Taiwanese), Japanese, Tagalog (Philippines), Hindi (India), Vietnamese and Iranian, as well as in 
English. 
 
James was also awarded an international award by the World Organization of Wu Shu Kung Fu 
Masters.   James was awarded an 8th degree (the highest being the 10th degree reserved for Great 
Grandmasters, such as accorded to his own Hong Kong teacher) based on his lifetime experiences, 
expertise and contributions to the martial arts and combat sports.   This organization is recognized and 
sanctioned by governmental officials in Beijing and Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.   
 

(Article was provided by James Wong.) 
  

James, in business suit, is fourth from the left in the second row.  Joshua Wong, a member of the 
winning team, in yellow, second from left in the third row, is a current Skyline College student.  Photo 

is courtesy of Jason Jay, former 



Earth Day Planning Meetings Open To All! 
 
Earth Day is approaching quickly and a committee led by Amber 
Lincoln, President of the Environmental Club, has been formed 
to jumpstart the planning process.  An Earth Day celebration at 
Skyline College is scheduled for Thursday, April 19, 2012.   
 
Some events already in the planning stage include an expo with 
booths focused on environmental issues on the quad during Earth 
Day from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., an evening career panel for 
students interested in environmental careers, and an All-Campus Sustainability Workshop focused on 
energy efficiency.  For more information on Earth Day and Earth Week, please contact Amber Lincoln at 
linky9113@yahoo.com. 
 

(Article provided by Lindsey Virdeh .) 
 

 
Skyline College CITD Achieves Success With  

Two-Day Logistics Class For ATLAS Program 
 

The Skyline College Center for International Trade 
Development (CITD) was a recent recipient of a $75,000 sub-
grant from the College of Alameda to provide international 
logistics training in the San Francisco Bay Area. The sub-
grant was part of the CATLI/Alameda College’s grant from 
the U.S. Department of Labor.  As part of the program, the 
CITD recently concluded a series of successful two-Saturday 
training programs on the Fundamentals of Logistics. These 
workshops were led by Skyline College instructors (Fatima 
Guadamuz-Cabral and Jack Kilmartin), as well as guest 
speakers from the industry.   

All participants who completed this workshop received a 
certificate of completion in logistics and one unit of CSU 
transferable college credit.  Students also received 
information on other CITD and Skyline College programs 
and services.   
 
This class was offered at no-cost to the students and was 
made possible by a grant-fund from the U.S. Department of 
Labor for the ATLAS Initiative. ATLAS (Alameda 
Transportation and Logistics Academic Support) is a special 

career training program targeting career training in warehousing, transportation and logistics.  
 

(Article provided by Richard Soyombo and Pcyeta Jackson.  
Photos provided by Pcyeta Jackson and Allison Mello.) 



ECE 804 – English for Childcare Providers 
 
In historic departmental collaboration, Skyline College’s own Leigh Anne Shaw and Kate 
Browne began a cross-listed class, ESOL 804/ECE 804, English for Child Care Providers in Fall 
2010.  This course is designed to assist second-language learners in fields related to Early Care 
and Education, parenting and working with children.  This fine example of contextualized 
learning has students meeting for 3 hours per week to work on language skills using an ESL text 
especially written for the field of ECE.  Their in-class experience is augmented by several out-of-
class activities utilizing Skyline College’s own Child Development Center.  Through 
coordination with the CDC director and staff, the ESOL 804/ECE 804 students conduct story 
times for children (to practice speaking, interpersonal, and teaching skills), complete child 
observations (to acquaint themselves with the expectations of the ECE classes they will 
eventually take), and review several books for children. The students in Fall 2010 finished their 
course with 4 group research presentations focusing on infants, toddlers, pre-schoolers, and 
school-age children.   
 

Every single one of the 20 surveys collected from students 
clearly indicated an increase in how they felt with their skills in 
at least two of the surveyed areas: Reading, Speaking, 
Listening, Reading Comprehension and Writing. Some surveys 
showed a dramatic increase in student confidence toward 
English language skills. Some students who had not considered 
a career in Early Care and Education claimed: “Now I think I 
will begin taking ECE and be a teacher.” 

   
 

Professor Julie Carey is continuing the tradition this Spring with her ESOL 
804/ECE 804 class.  ELI Program Services Coordinator Amber Wolak assists 
the class by working one-on-one with the students in preparation for their child 
observations and story times.  In addition to imparting these much-needed 
language skills, the course will offer even more insight into the challenges and 
unique needs of the English-language learner as it relates to the many career 
options working with children.  Furthermore, it provides solutions to 
needs:  the CDC children get story time, the ECE department gets new student 
recruits, and the students get valuable skills for a rewarding career.  Both the 
ESOL and ECE departments are pleased that ESOL 804/ECE 804 will become 
a permanent Spring offering. 

 
 

(Article provided by Leigh Anne Shaw, Kathryn Browne, Cece Rebele and Julie Carey. 
 Photos provided by Amber Wolak.) 

 

 


