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SKYLINE SHINES 
 
Skyline College’s New Multicultural, Cosmetology and Administration Building Opens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skyline College celebrated the completion of its new Building 4 (Multicultural Center, Cosmetology & 
Administration) with a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Thursday, April 21, 2011.  Faculty, staff, students and 
community members gathered under sunny skies in the Multicultural Quad before the ribbon was officially cut and 
enjoyed performances by the ASTEP and Kababayan Learning Communities.   
 
Students from the ASTEP Math Academy performed the song ―Lift Every Voice and Sing.‖  Filipino music and 
dance was presented by the Kababayan Learning Community.  Following the ceremony, guests enjoyed 
refreshments donated by Hensel-Phelps Construction Co. and music by the Leo Rosales Ensemble.  Self-guided 
tours of the building were available, as well as a guided tour. 
 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 

April 27, 2011 

Cutting the ribbon in the front row 
are, from left to right: 
Cosmetology Coordinator Josie 
Glenn, Trustee Helen Hausman, 
Trustee Karen Schwarz and 
Board of Trustees President 
Richard Holober.   
 
In the second row, from left to 
right are:  Chancellor Ron 
Galatolo, Classified Council 
President Kathy Fitzpatrick, 
Board of Trustees Vice President-
Clerk Dave Mandelkern, Skyline 
College President Dr. Regina 
Stanback Stroud, Academic 
Senate President Fermin Irigoyen 
and Vice Chancellor José Nuñez. 
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The 73,000-square-foot building serves as a new campus gateway.  Featured on the eastern and western walls – 
one facing the campus loop road and the other facing the center of campus – are two inspirational quotations: 
 
―The wisest mind has something yet to learn.‖ –George Santayana 
 
―The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.‖ –Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
Building 4 was designed to meet the energy and sustainability standards for certification by U.S. Green Building 
Council LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Program).  Programs and spaces featured in the 
buildings include: 
 
First Floor:  Classrooms, Cosmetology space, Spa and Esthetician Labs 
Second Floor:  Multicultural Center, Hosting Gallery, Classrooms, Cosmetology Hair Lab and Model Salon 
Third Floor:  Classroom, Administration Offices, Rooftop Terrace 
 

President’s Breakfast Success! 
More than 350 people attended the 11

th
 annual President’s Breakfast held at the South San Francisco Conference 

Center on March 31.  The breakfast is hosted by the Skyline College President’s Council and the goal of the event 
is to raise money for the President’s Innovation Fund.  Money from this fund is granted to faculty and staff for 
innovative proposals that support the mission, vision and values of Skyline College. 
 
A preliminary tally of contributions indicates that more than $53,000 has been donated.  That is an impressive 
figure, especially during these challenging economic times.  Thank you to the many community donors, as well as 
donors from the District, including faculty, staff and students.  Those who were unable to attend the breakfast and 
are interested in making a tax-deductible donation to the President’s Innovation Fund can do so via payroll 
deduction or by check payable to San Mateo County Community Colleges Foundation.  Visa and MasterCard are 
also accepted.  Please contact the President’s Office for more information at 738-4111.  
 
Thank you to the many people that helped to make this event a success: 

 The President’s Council for hosting the event; Breakfast Co-Chairs Laura Baughman and Michele 
Enriquez-DaSilva; and President’s Council Chair Cherie Napier for requesting contributions 

 Susan Brissenden-Smith, member of the President’s Council and the President’s Breakfast Committee 

 Student speaker Maureen Moscoso and faculty speaker Julia Johnson for communicating the importance 
of the projects supported by the President’s Innovation Fund 

 Bryan Kingston and the staff at KM2 Communications for producing the outstanding President’s Breakfast 
video that was shown at the event 

 Skyline College Cheerleaders for a great performance before the breakfast and distributing invitations to 
Skyline College’s upcoming Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Building 4 scheduled on Thursday, April 21 at 
2:30 p.m. 

 Raymond Parenti-Kurttila, President of the Associated Students of Skyline College 

 The many staff members who assisted both before and during the event:  Linda Bertellotti, Golda Gacutan, 
Barbara Lamson, Christianne Marra and Theresa Tentes 

(Thanks to Christianne Marra for contributing this article.) 
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Skyline College Welcomes Olmecas Singing in the Flowers  
On Friday, March 18, Skyline College’s TRiO program, Student Activities, ASSC and Puente sponsored a Flor y 
Canto celebration that brought together Bay Area poets and a musician to pay tribute to an ancient Mexican 
literary form. Poets Lorna Dee Cervantes, Tomás Riley and Naomi Quiñonez read to the music of Martín Espino, 
an ancient Mexican music expert. Flor y Canto goes back hundreds, if not thousands, of years in the Americas. It’s 

rooted in the advanced writing systems of the great civilizations of the Olmec, 
the Toltec and the Aztec and conveys philosophical ideas of the divine, of life 
and death, of beauty and truth that are universal and every day.  
 
The performance was open to the college and approximately 100 students, 
staff and families attended. Delicious Mexican food was provided by El 
Metate, a local Mexican restaurant. The event was held in conjunction with 
the Olmecas Singing in the Flowers program at the De Young Museum, which 
is part of the Olmec: 
Colossal Masterworks of 
Ancient Mexico currently 
on exhibit.  
 
The Skyline event featured 
the poetry and music that 
was also part of the Friday 
Night at the De Young’s 
special event later that 

evening. On March 25, 70 Skyline College TRiO students 
visited the Olmec exhibit at the museum.  
 
Dr. Naomi Quiñonez, who curated the Olmecas en las Flores 
event at the De Young also conceived and worked on the event 
at Skyline College. John Saenz, of the Skyline College Learning 
Center and TRiO Program, organized and coordinated the 
event with support from Amory Cariadus, Lucia Lachmayr and 
other Learning Center staff. Many thanks to everyone that helped make this event a success.  (Thanks to John 
Saenz and Felix Perez for their contribution to this publication.)  

 
Automotive Technology Program to Receive NATEF Recertification  
The Automotive Technology Program is proud to announce that it recently completed its five year NATEF 
Recertification process. Programs earn Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certification upon the 
recommendation of the National Automotive Technicians Education Foundation (NATEF).  
Since 1983, the NATEF process has resulted in certified 
automotive training programs in all fifty states at the 
secondary and post-secondary levels. NATEF was 
founded as an independent, non-profit organization with a 
single mission: To evaluate technician training programs 
against standards developed by the automotive industry 
and recommend qualifying programs for certification 
(accreditation) by ASE, the National Institute for 
Automotive Service Excellence.  NATEF examines the 
structure and resources of training programs and evaluates 
them against nationally accepted standards of quality. 
NATEF's precise national standards reflect the skills that 
students must master. ASE certification through NATEF 
evaluation ensures that certified training programs meet or 
exceed industry-recognized, uniform standards of 
excellence. The Automotive Technology Program has 
been certified since 1990. To quote the NATEF Evaluation Team Leader, ―Skyline has received one of the highest 
evaluation scores he has awarded.‖ Congratulations to Skyline College’s dedicated automotive staff and students.  
Pictured above are Dan Ming, Paul Spakowski, Clydie Rizzo, Kevin Sullivan, Rick Escalambre, Tom Broxholm and 
Perry Dair. (Thanks to Rick Escalambre for his contribution to this article.)  
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Karen Schwarz 

 

Skyline Students Spoke: Their Future, Their Success 
At the Skyline College Students Speak Forum on March 29, more than 120 Skyline students engaged in small 
group dialogue and expressed their opinions and ideas for how to support each other in reaching their education 
goals.  Students enjoyed a meal together, shared their stories of challenges faced, and collaborated on ideas of 
how peers and administration can offer their assistance to curb high dropout rates.  Interactive key pad polling was 
used to vote on the top ideas generated, and 
participants were able to discuss the results 
and weigh in on what they thought about the 
ideas that emerged.   
 
Results of the Skyline Students Speak Forum 
will be made available in a report in the 
coming weeks, and will be provided to 
Mobilize.org, a national non-profit focusing on 
the topic of college completion in community 
colleges around the country.  For more 
information or for a copy of the report, contact 
Jennifer Mair, Speech Communication 
instructor at mairj@smccd.edu.  (Thanks to 
Jennifer Mair for contributing this article and 
photo.) 
 

 
Hall of Fame Honorees 
Each year, the San Mateo County Commission on the Status of Women honors ―ordinary women who have done 
extraordinary things‖ by inducting them in the Hall of Fame.  This year, two of the six honorees have close ties to 

Skyline College.  Professor Emeritus Ann Ban and Board of Trustee Karen Schwarz 
were recently inducted on March 24.   
 
Ann Ban was a professor of Mathematics at Skyline for more than 23 years.  She told 
the story of her love for teaching and making a difference in the lives of many 
throughout the county.  Ann has a long history of using computer technology to support 
math instruction and was featured in a Princeton University film that documented her 
work in math.   
 
Karen Schwarz is a sitting board of trustee member.  She has a long history in 
education ranging from her involvement in Citywide PTA to her role in forging 
collaborative relationships that led to the development of the early child development 
education programs in the district.  Though she serves all three of the colleges, Skyline 
is much appreciative of her continued commitment and dedication to Skyline College. 
She has indicated on more than one occasion that Skyline College has a place in her 
heart as the alma mater of her daughter Katie. 

 
Congratulations to Ann and Karen for their extraordinary service to the county and for being such stellar 
representatives of the district and our college.   

 
 
Skyline College Outfielder Goes To Spring Training 
Skyline College student, Chris Ramirez, was featured on CBS5 
after overcoming a devastating medical diagnosis.  Chris got a gift 
from the Make-a-Wish foundation to participate in real Spring 
Training Tryouts with the Dodgers last year.  The Dodgers brought 
him back this year to celebrate his recovery. (Thanks to Dino 
Nomicos for his contribution to this article.) 
 
 

mailto:mairj@smccd.edu
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PROGRAMS 
 

Career Network Night Connects Students with Professionals  
Skyline College’s Career Network Night held on March 23 from 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m. hosted more than 25 career professionals representing a variety of career 

clusters including: Arts/Communication, 
Business/Administration, Education/Human 
Services, Health/Medicine, Law/Public Service 
and Technology/Science. The theme of this year’s 
event centered on the importance of community 
involvement and the impact professionals can 
make by mentoring our students to guide, support 
and challenge them in making informed career 
decisions. The purpose of the Career Networking 
Night event was to educate and inspire our future 
professionals as they 
transition from the 
academic environment 
to the ever changing 
world of work.  
 
Close to 300 

participants attended to hear a variety of viewpoints 
from experienced professionals regarding their chosen 
career paths. At the end of the evening ―Pizza with 
Professionals‖ provided students an additional 
opportunity to network with professionals representing 
the six corresponding career clusters. Check out the 
Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/skylinecareers and a 
YouTube video of the event at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h448y360KGs 
 
Skyline expresses its appreciation to the visiting professionals who gave their time and talents as well as to the 
staff, student volunteers and faculty who contribute hours of energy.  A special thanks to the Career Networking 
Coordinating committee members:  
Virginia Padron  
Lavinia Zanassi  
Harry Joel  
Darlene Cardenas  
Lorraine De Mello  
Nadia Tariq  
Romina Munoz  
 
Acknowledgements  
Nate Nevado (Entertainment Coordinator)  
John Vecino  
Eric Bumanglag (photographer)  
Facilitators:  Sandra Rodriguez and 
Lucia Lachmayr  
 
(Thanks to Virginia Padron for her contribution to this article.) 

 

http://www.facebook.com/skylinecareers
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h448y360KGs


6 

 

 
Pictured above:  Hayes Mckissick, Nan Ding, Jonathan Jose, Pauline 
Wethington, Angela Finich, Bryan Robinson, Patricia Deamer, Juan 
Gracia, Jeanine Jantoc and Masijd Tariq - Pictures taken by Hayes 
Mckissick and Masijd Tariq. 
 

Skyline College ASTEP/Math Academy Attends UMOJA Regional Conference 
Several students in the ASTEP (African-American Success Through Excellence and Persistence Program)/Math 
Academy attended the Umoja conference 
hosted by De Anza College on Friday 
March 11, 2011.  The faculty stated that the 
―…ASTEP/Math Academy students were 
shining brighter than the morning sun!‖  
Many from other colleges indicated they 
were quite impressed with the way in which 
the students represented and presented 
the ASTEP/Math Academy program.  The 
students were accompanied by Professors 
Pat Deamer and Pauline Wethington.  
These are just a few things the students 
wrote. 

 ―During the Umoja conference it 
was a wonderful experience, being 
this was my first time there. I had a 
blast.‖  
 
―The conference was about what 
role women play in your life and 
how they influence you.‖ 
 
―It showed us that people from 
everywhere have the same problems exposed to everyday life, and only you can make your own path to 
success.‖ 
 
―What I learned from the conference was the oral interpretation through rapping how we can use oral 
interpretation to teach and learn today.‖ 

 
The students gave one-minute presentations to respond to the question of what women have done to influence 
their lives.  Students provided powerful statements about women in their lives including Professors Deamer and 
Wethington.  Some indicated that they regarded their professors as significant members of their family including 
mother, grandmother, father and Auntie.  Others reflected on their appreciation for the encouragement and 
inspiration they received from the faculty and others went so far as to say that the professors and the program 
made such a difference in their lives that were it not available their lives could have taken a much more 
devastating turn to include incarceration or even death.   
 
During the conference, they learned from each other and from students of other community colleges. It was an 
enlightening experience for students to see that no matter where they are, they are connected to the Umoja 
Family.  Oral history flows through many cultures.  The Elders spoke about the history and stories of Africa. For 
some of the students, this was a new and different experience.  They all were able to share their experience with 
other ASTEP/Math Academy students at Skyline College.  Students in attendance were Angela Finch, Jeanine 
Jantoc, Johnathon Jose, Hayes Mckissick, Masijd Tariq, Nan Ding, Juan Gracia and Bryan Robinson.  (Thanks to 
Pauline Wethington for contributing this article.) 
 

 
English Language Institute (ELI) Hosts Super Saturday 
The English Language Institute hosted Super Saturday for new ESL students on April 16.  In one day, potential 
ESL students were able to apply, take the placement test, get an orientation, learn about financial aid, and 
schedule an appointment with a counselor.  Because English learners are often working several jobs, or jobs with 
inflexible schedules, it isn’t always possible for them to make multiple trips to the campus.  Super Saturday solves 
this problem.  The ELI staff was on hand to offer assistance from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm.  Instructional aide Amber 
Rocha and her staff of ELI interns and student workers greeted new participants and facilitated the process. 
 Counselor Kenny Gonzalez held two orientations, and staff from Admissions and Records, Testing, IT, and the 
ambassador team from Financial Aid helped out that day.  In addition, the child care center was open for parents 
to drop off their young ones to play while parents participated. 
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Transfer Center Hosts Transfer Fair 
On March 16, the Skyline College Transfer Center hosted their annual Transfer Fair: A Focus on Private Colleges 
and Universities. Nineteen Private Colleges and 
Universities were on hand to provide students with 
information regarding their colleges, including 
admissions information, Transfer Admissions 
Agreements (TAA‟s), financial aid, and more. The event 
was well attended throughout the day, and the evening, 
as students visited with campus reps and asked 
questions.  
 
This is the third year that the Transfer Center has 
sponsored the Transfer Fair. As budget cuts have 

impacted admissions to both the CSUs and UCs, more and 
more students are considering transferring to private colleges 
and universities. The Transfer Fair was added to the list of 
many events sponsors by the Transfer Center to support 
students in researching these colleges. Thank you to the many 
people who helped make this event a huge success: Jacquie 
Escobar; Dina Valdelomar; Nadia Tariq; Student Assistants: 
Abigail Tilo, Kelvin Cheah, Yee Ying Chan, Romina Munoz; 
Kent Gomez; Nicole Orrante; and Intern Suzanne Collins. 
(Thanks to Jacquie Escobar for her contribution to this article.) 
 

 

Financial Aid Office Hosts Annual “I Can Afford College” Events on March 29-31  
The Financial Aid Office hosted their annual ―I Can Afford College‖ events on March 29-31. Students were 
encouraged to attend and get valuable information on how to apply for financial aid.  Students were able to get 
one-on-one assistance with completing their FAFSA ―Free Application for Federal Student Aid‖ and attend a 
FAFSA Workshop on March 30.  The ―I Can Afford College‖ campaign is a statewide, financial aid awareness 
initiative sponsored by the California Community Colleges. Financial aid, such as the Board of Governors ―BOG‖ 
fee waiver, Pell Grants, scholarships, work study programs and loans, is available year-round to help students pay 
for tuition fees, books and supplies. For more information about the ―I Can Afford College‖ campaign, please visit 
the bilingual English and Spanish website, icanaffordcollege.com. Students who do not have Internet access can 
call 1-800-987-ICAN (4226). Also, to get the latest financial aid updates and event information, please visit the 
Financial Aid Office’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/skylinefinancialaid. Thank you to Jocelyn Vila, 
Financial Aid Program Services Coordinator for organizing this event and the Campus Ambassador Team, Noah 
Brown, Jorge Murillo, Jose Milan and Tiffany Ong for staffing the information table and FAFSA Workshops. 
(Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article.) 
 
 

Administration of Justice Program Welcomes Detective Austin 
Avery (Retired)  
On March 9, Skyline College students had the pleasure to host a guest speaker 
in their Criminal Investigation class. Austin Avery, an 82-year-old retired police 
detective came to share his many colorful experiences as a detective in White 
Plains, New York. Mr. Avery now lives in Sonoma with his wife Gloria. (Thanks to 
Steve Aurilio for his contribution to this article.) 
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Beta Theta Omicron: International Distinguished Chapter 
Beta Theta Omicron, our chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society was recognized at the Phi 
Theta Kappa Convention in Seattle as a Distinguished Chapter. Beta Theta Omicron was on the stage several 
times in front of more than 3500 community college students from across the country. Only 25 of more than 1200 
chapters earn this award. The average of scores on the Honors in Action Project and College Project determine 
the award. The chapter received the Continued Excellence Award for earning Distinguished Chapter status for 
three consecutive years; an honor shared with only 10 other chapters in the world. The chapter also received the 
Honors in Action and the Honors in Action Science Issue Awards. Clara Ricarte received the International 
Distinguished Member Award.  In the photo above, displaying their awards after the Awards Ceremony are from 
left: Katrina Cheung, Hong Hoang, Charity Walden, Clara Ricarte, and Clarissa Chin.  (Thanks to Chris Case for 
contributing this article and photo.) 
 
 

Skyline College Librarians Launch New Chat Service 
While the Skyline Library website provides access to plenty of excellent information sources, including collections 
of e-books and audiobooks and a wide range of article databases the Library also offers a number of convenient 
online user services, including a new online chat service.  As more people are doing research in their homes and 

offices these days, there are times that researchers have reference questions from 
As more people are doing research in their homes and offices these days, there 
are times that researchers have reference questions from outside the library—e.g. 
how to search for a specific topic or how to use a particular database. Reference 
questions may be answered online by using either our eReference email service 
or our new live chat service at our ―Ask a librarian‖ page. Just type in a question 
and a librarian will answer right away during library hours and will be able to 
continue to ―chat‖ until all of the questions are answered. Note that there may be 
some times that the chat service will not be available if librarians are busy doing 
class workshops or other urgent tasks. 

To use the email eReference form, just write up the question and include an email 
address and Skyline librarians will answer the inquiry shortly.  During library hours, 
there will be a quicker response. After hours or on weekends, it will usually take a 
little more time. 

Instructors who read a review of a new book that they think would be great to 
support the curriculum of one of their classes, should fill out Skyline Library’s Book 

Purchase Recommendation Form, located on the Library’s Faculty Services page.  This will put the book title on a 
priority list for librarians to order. 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/library/asklibrarian.html
http://www.smccd.net/accounts/skylib/eref/erefform.asp
http://www.smccd.net/accounts/skylib/bookrequest.htm
http://www.smccd.net/accounts/skylib/bookrequest.htm
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/library/facultyserv.html
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Some readers come across a great journal article while browsing the web, only to find that nothing more than an 
abstract is available.  Skyline Library’s ―Article Delivery Service‖ will solve the problem.  By completing a simple 
online request form, which is accessible from the library’s homepage, users will be e-mailed a full-text copy of the 
article in less than 24 hours on weekdays during the semester. Skyline librarians offer library research workshops 
tailored to the needs of students in any Skyline class.  Faculty who would like to schedule a workshop can do so 
by using the Library’s Research Workshop Request Form located on the Library’s Faculty Services page. 
 
Skyline Library is always looking for ways to can improve our services.  Any suggestions on improving services 
can be submitted using the Library’s suggestion box.  (Thanks to Eric Brenner for contributing this article.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Story Hour” at Skyline College Library Delights CDC Students 
Young readers from Skyline College’s Child Development Center enjoyed ―Story Hour‖ at the Skyline library on 
Thursday, April 14.  In honor of National Library Week (April 11 – 16), Reference Librarian Amy Titus, along with 
her daughter Josie, read a selection of children’s books to a captive audience.   
 
First sponsored in 1958, National Library Week is a national observance sponsored by the American Library 
Association (ALA) and libraries across the country each April.  During this week, the contributions of all libraries, 
librarians and library workers in our nation’s schools, campuses and communities are recognized and celebrated.   
The library will continue its celebration of National Library Week on Friday, April 15 at 11:00 a.m. with a cake 
extravaganza.  Everyone is invited to attend.  (Thanks to Christianne Marra for contributing this article and photo.) 

 
 
South San Francisco Rotary Announces $27,000 Ambassadorial Scholarship 
Let students know about this extraordinary opportunity!  The South San Francisco Rotary Club would like to invite 
students to apply for the Ambassadorial Scholarship.  The Ambassadorial Scholarship Program provides students 
with the opportunity to study abroad where they are expected to be outstanding ambassadors of good will to the 
people of the host country through appearances before Rotary clubs and districts, schools, civic organizations and 
other forums.   
 
Applicants must have completed at least two years of university or college course work, or must have a secondary 
school education and have been employed in a recognized vocation for at least two years when the scholarship 
begins.  Additional information about the program can be found at 
http://www.rotary.org/en/studentsandyouth/educationalprograms/ambassadorialscholarships/pages/ridefault.aspx 
 
The deadline is now!  The program is competitive.  Students should contact the Co-Chair of the South San 
Francisco Rotary Scholarship Committee, Sabrena Chapman at 650 624-5473 to apply.   

http://www.smccd.net/accounts/skylib/ads/
http://www.smccd.net/accounts/skylib/webdata/orientation.htm
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/library/facultyserv.html
http://www.rotary.org/en/studentsandyouth/educationalprograms/ambassadorialscholarships/pages/ridefault.aspx
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TRiO Students Visit the de Young Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 25, Skyline College’s TRiO Program sponsored a visit to the Olmec: Colossal Masterworks of Ancient 
Mexico exhibit at the de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park.   The event had a great showing with over 40 TRiO 
and Puente students participating in this visit.  Through the use of headsets, students learned more about the 
Olmec civilization, believed to be the oldest civilization of 
America.  The exhibit featured over 100 artifacts, including 
two colossal heads carved from stone. Students had the 
opportunity to view other collections as well, including the 
Art of the Americas, which featured fascinating objects 
originating from different cultures and civilizations in 
Mesoamerica. As part of the event, students also enjoyed 
panoramic views of San Francisco and its surroundings at 
the Hamon Observation Tower, located on the 9th floor of 
the museum.  
 
The event was a success among TRiO and Puente 
students, who learned about the history of great 
civilizations from the past.  Special thanks to John Saenz 
and the TRiO Program for organizing and coordinating 
this event.  (Thanks to Jessica Lopez for her contribution 
to this article.) 
 
 

California Connects to Launch Event at American River College 
On March 23, California Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla (11th District) was joined by California Community 
Colleges leaders and students in marking the launch of California Connects, a federally funded program that will 
increase digital literacy and broadband access in underserved communities throughout the state. Over the course 
of three years, this program will help address the digital 
divide that exists in many areas of California.  
Joining Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla were California 
Community Colleges Chancellor Jack Scott, Los Rios 
Community College District Chancellor Brice Harris, 
Foundation for California Community Colleges President 
and CEO Paul Lanning, and Mathematics, Engineering, 
Science Achievement (MESA) students from participating 
California Community Colleges.  
 
Skyline MESA students were proud to be a part of the 
official launch and acted as ambassadors discussing the 
importance of this program to their communities.  Pictured 
at right are Skyline MESA Ambassadors Irina Glazman, 
Noel Hardesty-Demenge and Siria Marroquin.  
 
California Connects will help increase the state’s 
broadband users by more than 61,000 through deploying community college MESA students and representatives 
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from the Great Valley Center to teach members of the community how to access and navigate the Internet for 
educational, health, and economic purposes. This program is funded by a $10.9 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and Information Administration for Broadband 
Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) and administered by the Foundation for California Community 
Colleges in partnership with the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office and the Great Valley Center. 
Additional details are available at www.CAconnects.org. (Thanks to Stephen Fredricks for his contribution to this 
article and photo.) 

 
 
31st Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) Conference Draws 900 Girls 
President Regina Stanback Stroud was proud and happy to be a very small part of the 30th edition of our fabulous 
Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) Conference at Skyline last Saturday. This conference provides an opportunity for 
6th through 12th grade young women and interested adults to learn about career opportunities in math, science 
and technology.  The day was enjoyed by over 900 girls and was filled with fun, hands on activities from a wide 
array of disciplines, presented by experts who volunteer their time. The keynote speaker was Caille Millner, S. F. 
Chronicle editorial writer. Several workshops were led by teams of Skyline students representing SHPE, Phi Theta 
Kappa, SACNAS, MESA, AMSA, Respiratory Therapy, and Heart Wrenchers. These students developed their 
hands-on labs with Chris Case, Nick Kapp, Nancy Ruis, Ray Hernandez, and Julia Johnson.  One participant’s 
grandmother wrote ―As the Granny of one of your 7th grade participants, I would like you to know that her 
enthusiasm over the workshops that she attended today is beyond anything I could image to happen in a day. By 
noon Pearl sent this email: ―I have written a computer program, extracted DNA and been a forensic scientist.‟ I 
knew then that something special was happening. She has not stopped telling us everything she learned in this 
one day. Plus all she plans to do with this 
new knowledge and experience.‖ 
 
It takes a huge array of talent to pull this 
off every year, and the event is always 
extremely well organized. Special thanks 
to Wells Fargo and the Soroptimists of 
Northern San Mateo County. The people 
who put it all together were: AJ Bates, Don 
Biederman, Shari Bookstaff, Pat Carter, 
Christine Case, Pat Deamer, Stephen 
Fredricks, Jon Freedman, Mousa Ghanma, 
Nick Kapp, Christine Mann, Julie Mooney, 
Vanson Nguyen, Pat Tyler, and Mike 
Williamson.  
 
Take a look at these girls as they (1) arrive 
by the busload, (2) make a Gram stain, (3) 
deliver a baby, (4) fill the gym, (5) make lip 
gloss, (6) test water, (7) extract DNA, and 
(8) use a spirometer.  
(Thanks to Chris Case for her contribution 
to this article and for the photos.) 
 

 
April is National Financial Literacy Month! 
National Financial Literacy Month is recognized in the United States in an effort to highlight the importance of 
financial literacy and education, and to teach individuals how to establish and maintain healthy financial habits.  In 
recognition of Financial Literacy Month, The SparkPoint Center at Skyline College and the college’s Financial Aid 
Office collaborated to promote Financial Education and provide campus-wide workshops on April 12-13 on the 
topic of Debt and Money Management.  Conducted by Jocelyn Vila of Financial Aid and Melanie Espinueva of The 
SparkPoint San Mateo enter, the workshops were open to all students, faculty, staff and community members.  
Another workshop series on preventing identify theft is scheduled for May 10-11.  

 
 



12 

 

 

Visual Merchandising and Cosmetology Students Team Up with Serramonte Shopping 
Center for a Fashion Show 
The Visual Merchandising class, which is part of the Apparel 
Merchandising Department in the Business Division in conjunction with 
Serramonte Shopping Center will be holding a spring fashion show 
entitled Royally Economical on April 16 at 2:00 p.m. at Serramonte 
Shopping Center. So please, come and see how Skyline College 
students show their creative talents with the expertise of the Skyline 
College Cosmetology students. See looks from favorite stores rock the 
runway as the students present themes of inexpensive glamour and 
responsible consumption. The underlying concept of the theme is to 
show customers that they don't have to go and buy expensive brands to 
look "royal" but can get the same styles for a more affordable price, as 
well as green ways to care for one’s garments. Here is how one of the 
students describes the show.  

Royally Economical  
Royally Economical is an ironic twist. Both equally sought after  
but too often forced to opposite ends of the spectrum.  
Our show is classic/basics based using neutrals, and pops of  
color, while offering a simple tutorial on how to reuse pieces to  
create a completely new and fresh ensemble. Easily transformable from  
office looks to night out, including evening wear, and simple day  
wear for brunch with the gals. The word "Royally" paints the picture of a  
signature staple, classy and empowered, with a whimsical feel. On the  
opposite end of the spectrum, but equally sought after, "Economical",  
reassures the audience that their purchases won’t be wasteful, they are  
current with the world today, and budget friendly.  

(Thanks to Michael J. Murphy for his contribution to this article.) 
 

 
Hermanitos Participate in “I’m Going to College” Day 
The Hermanitos After School Program, a partnership between South San Francisco Unified School District and 
Skyline College, provides 
mentorship, academic support 
and life skills planning to high 
risk 8th grade students. The 
Teaching Assistants for the 
Hermanitos Program are 
Skyline College students who 
participate in the Hermanos 
Program. The Teaching 
Assistants collaborate with 
Parkway Heights Middle 
School counselors and 
administrators to ensure the 
academic and personal 
success of Latino male 
students.  
 
On March 12, 8th grade students participated in the Hermanitos I’m Going to College Day, and toured the 
University of California, Berkeley. The Hermanitos toured Cal, and visited the Sether Tower, a lecture hall, a dorm 
room, and the student dining hall. Students also engaged in an intimate question and answer session with current 
student volunteers from the Raza Recruitment and Retention Center. Special thanks to the Raza Center tour 
guides Adrian and John, Teaching Assistants Luis de Paz and Jose Sanchez Sosa, and Parkway Heights Middle 
School counselors Matt Ledesma and Angelica Garduno. This successful partnership was funded by the 
Chancellor’s Office, California Community Colleges.  The photos were taken by Matt Ledesma and Angelica 
Garduno. (Thanks to Darlene Cardenas for her contribution to this article.) 
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OUTREACH 
 
Outreach Efforts at Local Feeder High Schools – Campus Ambassadors Help High 
Seniors Go to College 
During the month of March the Financial Aid Office and Campus Ambassadors in collaboration with the 
Admissions and Records Office conducted several admissions application workshops for high school seniors.  

Campus Ambassadors, Noah Brown and Jose Milan 
assisted Jocelyn Vila, Financial Aid Program Services 
Coordinator to conduct workshops at several local feeder 
high schools. The workshops were on March 3 at Jefferson 
High School in Daly City; March 7 at El Camino High 
School in South San Francisco and March 15 at Terra 
Nova High School in Pacifica.  A total of 70 high school 
seniors applied for admission to Skyline for the Fall 2011 
semester.  The students received valuable information not 
only about the admissions process, but also important 
information about financial aid.  Many students are 
unaware of the financial aid resources that are available to 
them.  Financial aid awareness is essential in providing 
college access and success to a growing number of 
students.  To bridge this gap, the Financial Aid Office and 
Campus Ambassadors develop community outreach efforts 
that work directly with students and parents to educate 
them on the financial aid process. 

 
Also, on March 21, Campus Ambassador, Noah Brown gave a presentation to more than 100 students at George 
Washington High School in San Francisco.  Noah talked about his experiences as a community college student.  
He emphasized the value of financial aid, 
scholarships and being part of a learning 
community, such as the Puente and TRIO Program.  
Noah is a current Grove Scholar and will be 
transferring to a California State University or 
University of California campus in Fall 2011.  Noah’s 
sincere interest and enthusiasm in helping others 
achieve their goals through higher education helps 
build a rapport that allows him to easily relate with 
many high school students. 
 
Thank you to Jocelyn Vila for coordinating these 
events and to Noah Brown, Jose Milan, the 
Financial Aid Office and Admissions & Records 
Office for their commitment in meeting the diverse 
needs of our community and helping future Skyline 
students reach their educational goals.   
 
In the photos above, Campus Ambassador, Noah Brown helps El Camino High School seniors complete the 
admissions application for Skyline College.  (Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for article and photo contributions.) 
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RESEARCH AND PLANNING 

 
Building and Supporting a Culture of Inquiry 
Skyline College has a rich history of using research, data, and evidence to drive decision-making.  As the college 
continues to evolve its practice in this area, it suggests exploring a recent suite of resources that has been 
developed by the RP Group of California’s BRIC Project (http://www.rpgroup.org/projects/BRIC.html).  Running 
from 2009 – 2011 in its initial phase, this $1M project funded by the Hewlett Foundation is directed by Skyline 
College’s Rob Johnstone.   
 
In addition to providing technical assistance directly to 15 colleges in California, the RP Group also developed 
online resources and regional coaching opportunities to support colleges that were not receiving technical 
assistance. These include nine inquiry guides covering topics such as Assessing Basic Skills Outcomes, 
Assessing and Planning for Institutional Effectiveness, and Maximizing the Program Review Process. Each inquiry 
guide articulates effective processes for gathering, understanding, and acting on evidence in that arena and 
enables the reader to lead conversations regarding how to tailor these practices to their own institution.   
 
To view and download the nine inquiry guides visit http://www.rpgroup.org/content/BRIC-inquiry-guides.  In upcoming 
editions, Skyline Shines will focus attention on one of the inquiry guides with some introductory comments and 
observations from their use across the state by Rob Johnstone.   
 
Additionally, committees such as the Institutional Planning Committee, the College Success Initiative, and the Student 
Equity / SEEED committee can also leverage the guiding work of the inquiry guides.  Please feel free to contact Rob 
Johnstone at johnstoner@smccd.edu or 650-738-4454 for more information.  (Thanks to Rob Johnstone for 
contributing this article.) 

 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
 

Reserved Parking Spaces 
Please note the blue Accessible Parking signs have been exchanged for Red Reserved 
Parking signs in Lot E adjacent to Building 1.  Because the spaces do not meet the 
criteria to legitimately be classified as CA Disabled parking spaces, it was necessary to 
remove the blue signs.   
 
Currently Skyline College has more than double the accessible spaces required by code 
throughout the college campus.  However, the college wanted to maintain some spaces 
of convenience for people with placards who have Building 1 as their destination.   
 
Therefore, the college marked the spaces reserved for anyone with an accessible 
parking CA disabled placard or decal.  Additional language will be added to the Reserve 
Signed to read ―Disabled Placards Acceptable.‖  Any vehicle parked in a reserved space 
without a CA Disabled placard and student or staff permit may receive a citation.  
Students will be notified using GWA-Mail.  
 
 

http://www.rpgroup.org/projects/BRIC.html
http://www.rpgroup.org/content/BRIC-inquiry-guides
mailto:johnstoner@smccd.edu

