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SKYLINE SHINES 
 
Feinblum wins PEN Oakland Josephine Miles Literary Award for Samba Dreamers 
Kathleen Feinblum, professor of English, was awarded the PEN Oakland Josephine Miles 
award for her novel, Samba Dreamers. According to Claire Ortalda, a judge for the award, 

 
Skyline View students, front row, l to r: Liz McMahon, Liezl Laurel, Shannon  
Elliott and Allison Stevenson.  Back row: Kevin Aquende, Nick Donofrio, Tony  
Acuna, Enrico Jurado, Joey Fogel, Dominic Mitchell and Jennifer Culhane.   
Not pictured: Alicia Johnson, Mike Whitebear, Gino Grelli, Jackson Long,  
and Jesus Hills.  (Photo by Nancy Kaplan-Biegel.) 

“PEN Oakland, established in 1989, is a literary organization whose purpose is to 
promote works of excellence by writers of all cultural and racial backgrounds and to 
educate both the public and the media as to the nature of multi-cultural work.  We 
annually award the PEN Oakland Josephine Miles Literary Awards, created to honor 
writers of exceptional works often not acknowledged by the mainstream literary 
community. Judged by respected writers, the awards honor books published the 
previous year that both reflect a multi-cultural or marginalized viewpoint and 
represent the highest standards of literature.  A national award, the judges nevertheless 
take special interest in local writers.  We make an effort to choose distinguished 
judges from the Bay Area community with knowledge of, through their own writing or 
area of study, the works of typically marginalized literary voices, so that their 
selections for awards can reward and publicize excellence in non-mainstream 
literature.  Often, our 
winners’ works are 
representative of timely 
social and cultural 
issues.” 

 
Student newspaper wins 
awards again 
The Skyline View, Skyline’s 
student newspaper, won 
several awards at the 
Journalism Association of 
Community Colleges NorCal 
Conference held at San Jose 
State University Saturday, 
October 13.  Most prominently, 
the staff won General 
Excellence for The Skyline 
View Online for the fourth 
NorCal conference in a row.  
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Syed Ali, now a journalism major at San Francisco State University, won first place for sports 
game story; former staffer John Harrison took an honorable mention for photo illustration.  
Current editor-in-chief Shannon Elliott took home third place for bring-in advertisement.  
Current online editor Alicia Johnson won fourth place for her on-the-spot news photo.   
 
Skyline Women’s Soccer Team 14th in the nation 
Skyline’s women’s Soccer Team is currently ranked 14th in the country in the NSCAA 
(National Soccer Coaches of America) Adidas National rankings for Division III Junior 
College Women’s programs. This is the first time in the history of Skyline that its women’s 
program has ever been ranked nationally. The team is coached by Kevin Corsiglia. 
 
Skyline wins three awards for marketing efforts 
Skyline College was awarded three Medallion Awards at the District 6 National Council for 
Marketing and Public Relations (NCMPR) conference.  The Medallion Awards recognize 
outstanding achievement in communications for community, junior and technical college 
professionals in California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah and the Pacific. It's the only 
regional competition of its kind that exclusively honors excellence among marketing and 
public relations professionals at two-year colleges. In the category of Promotion Campaign 
for a Special Event, Skyline won a Gold Medallion for the 2007 WOW! Conference materials 
and a Silver Medallion for the programs and invitations for the 2007 Sneak Preview and 
Ribbon Cutting for the Student and Community Center.  Skyline won a Silver Medallion for 
its redesigned 2007 Summer and Fall Class Schedules. Those responsible for these award-
winning efforts are Sandy Irber, Shelly Hausman, Roxanne Brewer, Maria Norris, the Fresh 
Look Advisory Group, the President's Council, Cathy Hasson, ASSC, Campus Ambassadors, 
Outreach Committee and all who contributed ideas to the class schedule redesign process.  
The graphic designers were Mario Zelaya for WOW!, Mike Bergstrom for the Sneak Preview 
and Ribbon Cutting and Mike Bergstrom and Ika Simpson for the redesigned class schedule. 
 
PROGRAM AND SERVICE NEWS 
 
CalPASS kickoff brings English, Math and ESOL faculty together across the segments 
On September 24, more than 30 faculty and administrators from K-12, the SMCCCD and the 
CSU came together with leadership from the Cal-PASS project -- California Partnership for 
Achieving Student Success. The project provides faculty within the same discipline, across 
the segments, the opportunity to come together and look at data on how their students are 
doing as they move through their education, and consider ways in which the alignment of 
curriculum might promote greater student success.  The CalPASS website is available at 
http://www.cal-pass.org/.  Skyline’s Lucia Lachmayr, Professor of English, is the regional 
coordinator for the project, and will be assisting at the faculty subgroup meetings, the first of 
which occurred at the September 24 event.   
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Fulbright Scholar in the Language Arts Division this year 

 
Fulbright Scholar Warlito Caturay 

Skyline College is currently hosting a Fulbright Scholar from the Philippines who is working 
with Kababayan, our learning community that focuses on the Filipino and Filipino-American 
experience.  Warlito Caturay, an English faculty member from Silliman University, in 
Dumaguete City, Philippines, is at 
Skyline for a year on a Fulbright 
Foreign Language Teaching 
Assistantship (FLTA) grant. One of the 
main objectives of the program is to 
provide teachers of foreign countries 
the opportunity to spend a year in the 
United States. His work with the 
Kababayan program includes teaching, 
tutoring in the Learning Center, 
assisting in the classroom, tutoring 
language students in Tagalog, 
organizing and participating in 
extracurricular activities, such as the 
Filipino Student Union, and acting as a 
cultural representative. “The 
experience so far has been amazing,” Caturay said. “I am looking forward to expanding my 
knowledge and learning new teaching strategies.” 
 
Counseling Division launches a new Online Orientation for New Students 
In an effort to meet the varied orientation needs of its diverse student populations, Skyline’s 
Counseling Division has revised and updated the Online Orientation as a companion to the 
“In person” orientation.  Orientation is one of the five enrollment steps required for new 
students.  Its purpose is to provide students with information about registration procedures, 
college policies, student services, academic expectations and information on how to 
accomplish their educational goals.  Although the Counseling Division strongly encourages 
students to attend In-Person Orientations, the Online Orientation is offered for students whose 
schedules do not permit that. The new Online Orientation is presented in a lesson format 
utilizing WebAccess, a software package used in the District for many other online courses.  
WebAccess offers many advantages for online instruction, including the ability to generate 
quizzes, keep track of student’s scores and generate a Certificate of Completion at the end.  
Professor Eric Larson of the Counseling Department provided overall leadership on this 
project and worked diligently over the summer and early fall to get this program launched.  
The Counseling Division faculty and, in particular, the Orientation Committee collaborated 
with Professor Larson on this project to ensure consistency in content between in-person and 
on-line orientation. 
 
Josefina Lopez appears at Skyline  
Thanks to Culture Comes Alive, writer and actress Josefina Lopez spoke to a standing room 
only crowd in the Gallery Theater on October 4.  She is most well known for her screenplay 
and supporting role in Real Women Have Curves, a Latina coming of age film about body 
image and conflicting ambitions. Set in a seamstress shop, Real Women Have Curves is what 
Elvis Mitchell, critic  for the New York Times calls “a love song to full-figured women 
everywhere.” Her latest screenplay is A Girl and A Ball, a satire on the quinceañera that she 
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plans to direct in January. Meanwhile, she continues to write and is involved in Latina issues, 
including the continuing investigation of the brutal maquiladora murders in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico. She is an currently an artist-in-residence at the Brava Theatre Academy in San 
Francisco, and her play, Boyle Heights starring youth actors from the Summer Brava Theatre 
Academy, opened in August 2007. Kathleen Feinblum, Katharine Harer and Culture Comes 
Alive were responsible for this terrific event.  Culture Comes Alive is a project in existence at 
Skyline since 1995, started by Katharine Harer and Marijane Datson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Josefina Lopez presented to a crowded Gallery Theatre at 
Culture Comes Alive event. (Photos by Shelly Hausman) 

Skyline shines in its Program Review presentations 
Each year, Skyline’s faculty in a select group of programs, conduct an extensive review to 
determine the effectiveness of each program, and their findings and recommendations are 
presented.  On October 17, presentations were made in Athletics, Automotive Technology and 
Business/Marketing programs.  On October 31, presentations will be made in Admissions and 
Records, English, The Learning Center and Mathematics. 
 
Telemundo comes to Skyline  

 
Biotechnology graduate Aura Cabrera is interviewed by Telemundo  
reporter Pilar Nino.  (Photo courtesy of Shelly Hausman.) 
 

Telemundo (Noticiero 48) was on campus on 
October 10 to interview Skyline staff, faculty 
and current and former students and taping 
video for a Spanish-language segment on the 
college’s Biomanufacturing program.  The 
program will air sometime during the 
November “sweeps.” Adolfo Leiva, Nick 
Kapp, Mousa Ghanma, Shelly Hausman and 
Mike Williamson were responsible for 
making it happen.   
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Skyline Students Margarita Gutierrez and  
Kahee Joanne Jo presented at the October  
SACNAS convention. (Photo by Chris Case) 
 

Other ‘49ers series continues with Charlie Chin as Yee 
Fung Cheung  
On October 23 in Skyline’s Main Theatre, actor/musician 
Charlie Chin portrayed famous herb doctor Dr. Yee Fung 
Cheung, who traveled from China during the California 
Gold Rush to care for the Chinese miners in the gold fields. 
Yee Fung Cheung (Chin) discussed his life and times and 
took questions from the audience.  Charlie Chin has been at 
the forefront of Asian American artistic expression.  He 
was named a Community Folklore Scholar by the 
Smithsonian Institution and is Artist-in-Residence at the 
Chinese Historical Society of America.  This series is 
funded by the President’s Innovation Fund. 
 
Who Are We?  We Are Everyone! 
This photo exhibit is a project of Common Ground, funded by the President’s Innovation 
Fund. The 80 photos in the exhibit were digitally scanned and enlarged to the 8 x 10 format. 
They were then framed using a universal format to give equal attention to each picture. Below 
each photograph is a statement about who is in the photo and why is it important to the person 
who contributed it to the exhibit. The theme of this exhibit is a sample of the various families 
that make up the community of Skyline College. The subjects are the families of Skyline 
College students, faculty, staff and administrators.  The exhibit is meant to be not only 
visually enlightening, but participatory for the viewers.  The viewer is encouraged to add their 
family or themselves, either by writing about their family (with the materials provided) and/or 
by adding a picture of themselves and posting it to the blank walls that have been set up for 
that purpose.  This exhibit has been developed in tandem with the recent showing of the video 
“Mixed Feelings” and with the November 8, 2007, presentation by Nina Jablonski: “Living in 
our Skin”.  The photo exhibit opened October 17 and runs through mid-November.   
 
Skyline College students present at national scientific 
conference  
Twelve Skyline MESA students presented their original 
scientific research at the Society for the Advances of 
Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) 
annual convention in Kansas City, Missouri.  Skyline 
students presented alongside with students from the 
country’s top universities such as MIT, University of 
Michigan, Yale, and other four-year schools and research 
centers. During the summer, these students worked in pairs 
or solo with Dr. Christine Case in the labs of Skyline’s new 
7A Science Annex. The students developed and 
implemented the experiments needed to solve their 
problem. They wrote their laboratory reports, including 
literature review, analysis of data, and conclusions before 
submitting an abstract of their work.  Their abstracts were 
accepted for publication by scientist judges and the students 
presented their posters at the SACNAS convention October 
11-13, 2007.  Skyline’s published scientists are: 
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“Microbial Air Quality in a 50-year-old Middle School,”  
Benjamin Borgo and Mina Mostafavi (Both transferred to SFSU this fall) 

“Antibacterial Activity of Ajowan, a Traditional Asian Herbal Medicine,”  
Paige Fulmer and Denise Owen 

“Antimicrobial Activity of the Chinese Herb Oldenlandia diffusa (bai hua she she cao)” 
Margaret On and Khin Htwe 

“Evaluation of the Potential Use of Ginger as a Fruit Preservative” 
Karamjit Kim Kaur (Transferred to UC Davis this fall) 

“Antibacterial Properties of Artemisia” 
Kahee Joanne Jo and Margarita Gutierrez 

“Antibacterial Properties of Methanolic, Ethanolic, and Aqueous Extracts of Auricularia 
auricula-judae on Selected Bacterial Cultures”  

Anna Dneprov and Ruth Arce 
“The Antimicrobial Activities of the Traditional Herbal Medicine Pu Gang Ying”   

Shahrzad Afghani (Transferred to UC Berkeley this fall) 
 
James Houston tells the story of 
Hawaiians during the Gold Rush 
James Houston was at Skyline on October 
10 to provide a gripping and enlightening 
tale of the important and very early role of 
Hawaiians in California. He also talked 
about the migration of Americans to the part 
of Mexico which later became California.  
He read beautifully from two of his novels—
Snow Mountain Passage and Bird of Another 
Heaven.  Houston’s talk was a part of the 
fascinating series on the tremendous 
diversity of people involved in California’s 
gold rush era.  The Library faculty and staff 
took the lead on this project and to the 
President’s Innovation Fund provided the resources which allow the offering of this free 
lecture series.   
 
Philanthropy Workshop West Takes a Lesson from Skyline 
On October 17, Skyline hosted a cohort of philanthropists of the Philanthropy Workshop 
West Program sponsored by the Hewlett Foundation. The program is aimed at assisting 
philanthropists in learning strategic approaches to making significant contributions to the 
pressing issues of the day.  They asked Skyline to talk to them about multiple pathway 
programs and the work the college did to create, implement and institutionalize the 
Biotechnology Certificate and the Gateway Programs.  They visited the lab and classroom, 
talked to students and asked very engaging and insightful questions.  At the end of the day, it 
was hoped that the college assisted them in framing their thinking and focusing their interest 
on supporting students served by these programs and in seeing the central role of the 
community colleges  in improving the lives of the individuals and families in our community.  
Skyline College faculty, staff and students credited with pulling off a very successful visit 
include Cafeteria Manager Rick McMahon and the staff, Mike Celeste and the Security 
Department, Mousa Ghanma, Rick Hough, Nick Kapp, Adolfo Leiva, Julene Rhoan, Regina 
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Stanback-Stroud, Theresa Tentes, the students of the Math 811 Gateway class, the students of 
the Biology 415 Biotechnology 
Manufacturing lab class, William Watson, 
and Mike Williamson. 
 
Transfer Day a success 
Skyline’s annual Transfer Day was held on 
Friday, October 19 in the Building 6 
Student and Community Center.  There 
were more than 30 university and college 
representatives on hand to talk to students.  
 
OUTREACH 
 
Counselor Orientation at the South San 
Francisco Unified School District 
(SSFUSD)   

Students Naciacien Bambilla and Daniela Oliva at Transfer Day 
 

Members of Skyline’s counseling faculty and the Dean of Counseling and Matriculation 
facilitated a high school counselor orientation at the SSFUSD Office on September 25 at the 
invitation of the Superintendent Barbara Olds. This activity was a follow-up to a partnership 
meeting held in August. Jacquie Escobar, Kenny Gonzalez, Joyce Lee, and Rick Wallace 
made presentations on Skyline’s comprehensive instructional and student support programs 
and how these programs are designed to facilitate the successful transition and graduation of 
students. Other major themes included Concurrent Enrollment Processes, Transition to 
College, Special Programs, and Transfer Opportunities.  Most of all, this activity provided a 
forum for a conversation on how collaboration enhances the ways in which Skyline serves 
SSFUSD students. 
 
RESEARCH 
 
New Skyline College Almanac just published—facts and figures at your fingertips 
Cathy Hasson, Director of Planning, Research and Institutional Effectiveness, has just 
completed the latest edition of Skyline’s College Almanac 2006-07.  It includes a 
tremendously rich and useful array of information about the college and its students and is 
available electronically at http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skypro/home.html.          
 
EVENTS 
 
El Dia de los Muertos, November 1, 2007 
Skyline will present a film screening of El Dia de los Muertos in the Main Theatre on 
November 1 at 12 noon.  It will be followed by a panel of faculty and staff celebrating the 
lives of loved ones.  Spanish professor Luciana Castro is coordinating the event and panelists 
are: Felix Pérez, Jacquie Escobar, Alma Cervantes, Pablo González, and Hilda Fernández .  
The event is funded by the Associated Students of Skyline College. 
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Skyline to host Concurrent Enrollment night, November 7, 2007 
On November 7, high school students are invited to a Concurrent Enrollment Information 
Night from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Skyline College Main Theatre, 3300 College Dr., San 
Bruno. 
 
Multicultural Hip Hop Conference comes to Skyline, October 29-November 3, 2007 
“Rock the School Bells”, a multicultural Hip-Hop Conference will be held at Skyline at will 
include workshops, film presentations, and performances.  The event is funded by the 
President’s Innovation Fund.  Some of the campus events are free including a screening of 
Beyond Beats & Rhymes, sponsored by KQED in the Main Theatre, a music production 
workshop, and a Battle of the Emcees.  The main event and other workshops will be held on 
November 3 and registration is $25 or $15 for the Main Event only.  Here is the schedule of 
events: 

• October 29 Beyond Beats & Rhymes, 12 noon-2:00 p.m., Main Theatre 
• October 30 Beyond Beats & Rhymes, 12:30-2:30 p.m., Main Theatre 
• October 31 Free Music Production Workshop. 12-2:00 p.m., Bldg. 6, Rm 6202 
• November 2 Battle of the Emcees in front of Building 6 
• November 3 Workshops 10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. and Main Event, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
In addition, Skyline’s Multicultural Hip-Hop Conference is showcased on KQED’s front 
page, at http://www.kqed.org/.   

Holiday Job Fair, November 7, 2007 
Skyline’s Career Center is sponsoring the annual Holiday Job Fair 2007.  Students may meet 
with reps from 37 Bay Area companies currently recruiting for available part-time and full-
time employment openings. More than 60 employment representatives will be attending this 
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year’s event.  This event will give students a realistic view of the job market as well as 
exposure to networking opportunities with employers. Students are encouraged to attend, 
bring their resumes and dress for success. 
 
“Living in Our Skin,” presentation by Nina Jablonski, November 8, 2007 

 

Dr. Nina Jablonski is coming to Skyline for a presentation called "Living In Our Skin: The 
Biological and Social Meaning 
of Skin Color." This will be a 
free lecture by Jablonski, Chair 
of Anthropology at 
Pennsylvania State University 
and author of the book, Skin: A 
Natural History.  The renowned 
anthropologist will speak 
Thursday, November 8 from 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the Main 
Theatre.  Jablonski is the author 
of numerous articles on primate 
evolution, evolution of primate 
lineages in relation to 
environmental change and 
evolution of human skin 
coloration. She has done field 
work in China, Kenya and 
Nepal.  A reception and book 
signing will follow. Discounted 
books will be available for 
purchase prior to the event at 
the Skyline College Bookstore.  
The talk is presented by 
Common Ground and 
sponsored by the President’s 
Innovation Fund.  
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